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T

he Diocese of Shreveport’s
The Catholic
Connection
Catholic Connection
monthly magazine won two
Life of a
Bishop
Catholic Press Awards on Friday,
Habit of
June 3.
Ingratitude
The magazine took second
Msgr. Charles
Murray Clayton
place for the coverage of the
2015 Synod on Family for their
Tales from the Road
collaborative coverage of the
World Meeting
of faMilies
World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia. Contributors for
the win were writers Katie Aranda, Carol Gates, Rosalba Quiroz, Deacon Bill Roche, Fr.
Mark Watson, Katie Sciba and editor Jessica Rinaudo.
Additionally, Kim Long won an honorable mention in the “Best Regular Column:
General Commentary” for her monthly column, “Faithful Food,” where she tells
personal stories of the Catholic faith at work in everyday life and pairs them with
recipes.
The Catholic Press Awards are given by the Catholic Press Association of the United
States and Canada. Publications across North America submit hundreds of items each
year to be judged.
“We are thrilled and honored by these two awards,” said Catholic Connection editor
Jessica Rinaudo. “Our writers put so much work and love into their writing each month
and it is so wonderful and affirming that our magazine is recognized on a national level.”
The Catholic Connection is a monthly publication funded by the Diocesan Service
Appeal, mailed to every known Catholic household in the Diocese of Shreveport. Their
Mission is to advance knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith among the
faithful. It seeks to foster the application of Christ’s teachings and the Church’s mission
in daily life and encourage a sense of Catholic identity within families, parishes and the
diocesan faith community. •
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bishop’s august calendar
AUGUST 2 Priests Retirement
Committee meeting; Catholic
Center; 11:00 a.m.
AUGUST 3 St. Francis Medical Center
Board of Directors’ Meeting; Monroe;
11:30 a.m.
AUGUST 14 Mass; St. Lucy Parish,
Hodge; 9:00 a.m.
AUGUST 17 Opening of School
Mass: Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans Catholic School;
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 8:15 a.m.
Opening of School Mass: Loyola
College Prep; Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans, Shreveport; 9:30 a.m.
AUGUST 19 Blue Mass; St. Mary of the
Pines Parish, Shreveport; 9:30 a.m.

AUGUST
21 Sacred
Heart of Jesus
Church’s 50th
Anniversary
Mass &
Celebration; Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church, Shreveport; 10:00 a.m.
AUGUST 22 Visit to Freshman
Religion Class; Loyola College Prep,
Shreveport
AUGUST 27 Encounter Jesus II,
Catholic Center, Shreveport
AUGUST 31 Our Lady of Fatima
School Mass; Our Lady of Fatima
Parish, Monroe; 9:00 a.m.
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la reflexión Del Obispo
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

Buscando Respuestas Prometedoras en Tiempos Inquietantes

E

l 7 de julio mientras hacía maletas en Shreveport para salir de
vacaciones, me enteré de la devastadora noticia que 11 policías en
Dallas fueron baleados y cinco ya habían fallecido. Como crecí en
Dallas, siento esta tragedia muy directa y personal. Sentí tristeza profunda y
un miedo único e inquietante que solo he sentido otras dos veces en mi vida.
La primera vez fue el 22 de noviembre de 1963 cuando se anunció en la
escuela que John F. Kennedy había sido asesinado en Dallas. Ese día sentí que
algo había cambiado dentro de mí. Aunque no tenía palabras para explicarlo
a la edad de 11 años, recuerdo que sentía miedo.
La segunda vez fue cuando vi en la televisión que el segundo avión se
estrellaba en el edificio del World Trade Center el 9/11. Otra vez me penetró
el miedo inquietante muy dentro de mí. Algo había cambiado en mi mundo
de una manera profunda. Sentí el mismo miedo inquietante cuando escuché
del ataque a los oficiales de policía en Dallas. Este evento, igual que los
anteriores, me afectó profundamente. No es igual que otras desilusiones y
pérdidas en mi vida, este es un miedo e inquietud muy dentro de mi ser.
Estos son cambios fundamentales para mi vida diaria y para las suposiciones
del mundo en el que vivimos.
Vivimos nuestras vidas con un conjunto de suposiciones que damos
por hecho y no tenemos que pensarlas, esto crea la base en la que vivimos
y planeamos para el futuro. Algunas de estas presunciones son: cada vez
que doy un paso asumo que la tierra seguirá firme y que habrá aire para
respirar cuando doy un respiro; en mi casa estoy a salvo y no hay terrorismo
aquí, solo en otros países. Estas suposiciones son tan fundamentales, nos
sorprendemos cuando algo pasa y nos sentimos transgredidos y vulnerables
cuando nuestra casa es deshecha o nos damos cuenta, como pasó en el 9/11,
que el terrorismo es ahora parte de nuestras vidas. Cuando suceden estos
momentos nos desorientados y debemos encontrar un nuevo fundamento al
cual acudir en el futuro.
Surgen muchas respuestas naturales en este momento. Cólera, deseo de
venganza, miedo, tristeza profunda, crítica, culpa y depresión son algunas
de nuestras reacciones como seres humanos por la pérdida y porque la
experiencia es tan fundamental para el entendimiento que tenemos de
nosotros mismos, del mundo que nos rodea y tal vez hasta parar nuestra fe
en Dios. Aunque estas respuestas son espontáneas y naturales, no debemos
dejarnos engañar pensando que para sanar y reorganizarnos necesitamos
reaccionar y dejarnos llevar por estas emociones. El terrorismo no terminará
con la venganza. Los crímenes y la violencia en contra de la policía y los
ciudadanos no terminarán con solo mostrar más fuerza y poder. Esa clase
de reacciones emocionales no son suficientemente grandes para sanar
verdaderamente nuestra cultura porque no ofrecen esperanza de sanar los
verdaderos problemas. Podemos aceptar estas respuestas inadecuadas porque
creemos que las causas de la violencia son muy grandes para repararlas y el
precio y sacrificio muy fuertes para hacer un cambio. Todos sentimos esto.
Cuántas veces has dicho o escuchado decir, “no sé lo que está pasando en
nuestro país. No sé qué podemos hacer.” Estas son las palabras de alguien que
está perdiendo la esperanza.
No debe ser así para los que creemos en un Dios de amor y que Jesus es
el camino, la verdad y la vida. Debemos estar dispuestos a ser la voz que
4 Catholic Connection

crea y apoya soluciones reales, los lleva a la raíz de
la violencia en nuestro país y está dispuesto, si es
necesario a hacer sacrificios por esta buena obra.
Deberíamos ser la voz que promueve programas
que alienten a la gente para que tenga una buena
calidad de vida que permita creer que tienen voz y
oportunidades en el mundo de hoy. No debemos
dejarnos vencer ni desesperarnos, sino más bien
siempre buscar las respuestas llenas de esperanza
que muestren amor y respeto por cada persona y
debe ser la cualidad que define a un discípulo de
Jesucristo. Debemos ser la “sal de la tierra,” llevando
respuestas prometedoras, enraizadas en nuestra
fe en Jesucristo, a un mundo herido. Que Dios
nos dé a cada uno la inspiración y entusiasmo de
apoyar programas que busquen romper el ciclo de
la pobreza, desproporcionada y de la violencia en
nuestra sociedad. Que Dios nos ayude en nuestras
conversaciones diarias a animar a otros a buscar
respuestas prometedoras para los grandes problemas
de nuestra sociedad, en vez de hablar solamente con
palabras desesperantes de culpabilidad y odio.
Estos son momentos inquietantes y perderemos
el camino en la oscuridad desesperada si no nos
aferramos a nuestra fe en Jesucristo y Su Iglesia.
En Cristo encontraremos la esperanza que disipa
la oscuridad de nuestros corazones y nos da nueva
esperanza para el futuro y la energía de trabajar por
un cambio en nuestra nación y en el mundo. En
Cristo encontraremos las mejores respuestas a los
desafíos del mundo de hoy.

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

Looking for Hopeful Answers in Unsettling Times

O

n July 7th I was in Shreveport packing to begin my vacation when
I was shocked to learn 11 policemen were shot in Dallas, five of
whom were dead. Dallas is where I grew up, so the tragedy feels
close and personal to me. I felt sadness and a deep, unique fear that I have
felt only two other times in my life.
The first time was on November 22, 1963, when
it was announced at school that John F. Kennedy
had been assassinated in Dallas. I felt that day that
something had changed inside of me. And although
I did not yet have the words at age 11 to make sense
of it, I remember having a general feeling of fear and
unease.
The second time was when I watched TV as the
Bishop Duca
second plane crashed into the World Trade Center
on 9/11. Again I was overcome with a pervasive fear and unease about
everything. Something had changed in my world in a profound way. I felt
that same fear and unease when I heard of the attack on the police officers
in Dallas. This event, as the others before it, now affected me in a profound
way. It was not like other disappointments and losses in my life, no, this was
a fear and unease at the core of my inner life. They were changes that were
foundational to my daily assumptions about the world in which I live.
We go about our daily lives with a set of presumptions that we don’t have
to think about, which create the foundation on which we live and plan for
the future. Some of these assumptions are: every time I take a step I assume
the earth will remain firm and that there will be air to breathe when I take
a breath; in my home I am safe and terrorism is in other countries, not
here. Because these assumptions are so foundational, we are surprised when
we stumble and we feel violated and vulnerable when our house is broken
into or we realize, as we did on 9/11, that terrorism is now a part of our
lives. When these moments happen we are disoriented and must find a new
foundation on which to move into the future.
Many natural responses emerge at these times. Anger, desire for revenge,
fear, overbearing sadness and loss, criticism, blame and depression are all
some of our reactions as human beings because the loss and because the
experience is so foundational to our understanding of ourselves, our world
around us, and maybe even to our faith in God. While these responses
are natural to the experience, we must not be fooled into thinking that
the healing and reordering we need will be discovered in these emotions.
Terrorism will not be thwarted by revenge. Violent crime, violence against
police and citizens will not end with only a show of more force and power.
These kinds of emotional reactions are not big enough to truly heal our
culture because they offer no hope to healing the real problems. We might
accept these inadequate responses because we also believe that the causes
of violence are too big to fix and the cost and sacrifice too great to make a
change. We all feel this. How many times have you said or heard said, “I
don’t know what’s happening to this country. I don’t know what we can do.”
These are the words of someone losing hope.
It cannot be that way with us who believe in a God of love and that

Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. We must
be willing to be a voice that creates and supports
real solutions to the root of violence in our country
and be willing, if necessary, to make sacrifices
for this good work. We should be a voice that
promotes programs to lift up all people so they
have a quality of life that allows them to believe
they have a voice and a chance in the world today.
We must not give in to despair, but always seek the
hope-filled answers that show the love and respect
for every person that is the defining quality of a
disciple of Jesus Christ. We are to be the “salt of
the earth,” bringing new answers and the hope,
rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ, to a hurting
world. May God give each of us the inspiration
and hopeful enthusiasm to support programs that
seek to break the cycle of poverty, inequality and
violence in our society. May God help us in our
daily conversations to encourage others to look for
hopeful answers to the big problems of our society
rather than speak only despairing words of blame
and hatred.
These are unsettling times and we will lose our
way in the darkness of despair if we do not hold
on to our faith in Jesus Christ and His Church.
In Christ we will find the hope that dispels the
darkness of our hearts and gives us new hope for
the future and the energy to work for change in our
nation and in the world. In Christ we will find the
best answers to the challenges in the world today. •
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mike’s meditations
by Mike Van Vranken

What is Your Benchmark?

S

omeone recently asked me what it takes to be a good Christian.
I thought: “Wow, we could probably get a different answer from
everyone we ask.” Jesus told us to love God and
then love everyone else. But, I think my friend was
asking me: “How do we measure that? How do we
know how well we are doing?”
In his 2007 daily devotional Benedictus, Pope
Benedict XVI said, “His (God’s) dynamic enters into
us and then seeks to spread outwards to others until it
fills the world, so that His love can truly become the
Van Vranken
dominant measure of the world.”
To me, he is saying that we might try to determine
how we are doing as a Christian by assessing how we have spread Godwithin-us out into the world. Or, put another way: what effect have I had
in making God’s love the dominant measure for everyone to use? Sound
overwhelming? Yeah, it does to me, too.
Let’s try this exercise. I find a nice, comfortable chair that requires me
to sit up straight. I turn off any electronics that could cause distractions. I
then sit in my chair and take a few deep breaths.
I acknowledge that God is in my presence. Maybe I begin with the sign
of the cross, or just bow to Him while I’m seated. In all of His glory, I
envision He is right here with me. Very humbly I begin to speak to Him.
I give Him praise and thanksgiving.
Because sin is a barrier, I ask God to forgive all those sins I have not
had a chance to visit with Him about. Because I know He forgives me, I
smile.
I talk to God about my desire to spread His love to such an extent that
it becomes the dominant measure for everyone in my world. I might ask
Him:
• God, would you show me the people I know who are suffering from
sickness?
• God, would you send them healing and comfort?
• Is there something specific you want me to do for one or more of
them?
• God, what is your perspective of how I treat the sick? Please help me
be transformed into the vessel of your love you want me to be.
Next, I continue talking to God about other people in my life. I might
consider these or similar requests:
• Father, show me the people I know who have a family member in
trouble.
• Please remind me of all those who have recently lost a loved one.
• How many of my friends and acquaintances are unemployed?
• How many are suffering financial problems?
• God, are there any who are fighting addictions or other demons?
• Jesus, would you tell me specifically who I know that is so lonesome
right now?
As I did with those God showed me who are sick, I begin to pray for
all of these people too. I ask God if there is something specific He wants
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me to do for them. I don’t forget to ask Him for His
perspective of how I treat each of these people. And
I finally ask Him to transform me to be that person
who spreads His love out into my world.
Now finally, I ask God about those who I disagree
with, or who don’t like me.
As an example, I might say: God, please show me
all those who think differently about spiritual issues
than I do, those who think different politically than I
do, those who have been hurtful to me, and all those
who have been hurt for any reason.
I pray specifically for each person God brings to
mind. If I am so moved, I tell Him I forgive them if
they have hurt me and that I love them as much as I
love myself. I then ask Him to show me the ways He
wants me to specifically help any of these children of
His. And, of course, I can ask Him to transform me
more into the person He wants me to be.
There are only about four more months remaining
in this Holy Year of Mercy. We all want to finish
with enthusiasm and thanksgiving for the great gift
of celebrating God’s mercy and compassion. The
exercise above may give you some ideas about how
you can approach our merciful God and ask Him for
help to be merciful as He is merciful (Luke 6:27-36).
The idea of spreading God’s love into the
world around us in such a way that it becomes
the dominant measure for the world can be an
overwhelming thought. But, the awesome news is:
the Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is the same
Spirit that lives in you (Romans 8:11). •
Mike is a writer and teacher, and co-author of the
book: Faith Positive in a Negative World. You can
contact him at www.mikevanvrankenministries.org

in REVIEW
by Kim Long

Word by Word: Slowing Down with the Hail Mary
edited by Sarah A. Reinhard

M

any years ago I was in an adult
education class on “The Church
at Prayer.” The instructor asked
who had a rosary with them. Every single
woman pulled at least one rosary from
her purse, pocket or knitting bag. We all
laughed and joked with our instructor
and it seemed we all had multiple sets of
rosary beads in almost every place you can
imagine – the glove compartment, every
purse, every sweater/jacket, in the kitchen
drawer, hanging by the bed, knitting bags,
yarn caches, under our pillows – you name
it! The rosary certainly was all over our
worlds, claiming us at every turn.
Why then is this set of prayers,
specifically the Hail Mary, just rolling off
our tongues with little, if any, thought
to the letters, words and sounds we are
speaking? Comfort, familiarity, perhaps.
In this book, edited by Sarah Reinhardt,
each word of the Hail Mary prayer is
examined, prayed upon and seen in a
context of her story and our own. This
book began as a blog post series with a
variety of Catholic writers. It is a really
interesting and slow take on the Hail
Mary. I admit I was disconcerted at first,
I had worked for years to get my rosary
speed to a “certain time.” Now I am redirected to prayer in the slow lane.
How often do we use the words “the,”
“and,” “is,” “of” – words that seem to
serve to string larger thoughts together?
Countless times daily.
In the Hail Mary prayer we use “the”
and “of” four times, “is” twice, “and”
twice and “the” three times. In this book,
each word is examined, defined and
reflected upon. These words are examined
individually along with the remainder of
the text.
The book is broken into sections.
Section One takes the phrase “Hail Mary,
full of grace,” and examines each word on
its own and relates it to the whole.

Here is an excerpt from that first
section: “If Gabriel had greeted Mary
in Hebrew, it would likely have been
shalom, or peace be with you. The gospel
was written in Greek, so the term chairo
was used. The translation “hail” speaks
of saluting one of great favor. Certainly
Gabriel understood whom he was greeting
and the significance of the words that
would follow.”
At the end of each reflection the author
offers a prayer. Here is another excerpt
from the reflection on the word “of:”
“This humble little breath of air carries
tremendous power, so much so that
Merriam-Webster dictionary lists no less
than 12 distinct definitions. Of denotes
origin, a word that defines belonging and
relationship. We are sons and daughters of
God.”
I have never said that prayer and given
the word “of” a thought. I will now.
This book is a refreshing take on a
prayer that most Catholics never abandon,
even if they no longer self-identify as
practicing Catholics. I have read many
accounts of serious situations and the
non-practicing Catholics find themselves
going back to this prayer, these words. I
think they are written on our hearts. This
book helps them be written in our heads,
helps us be aware of the power of the
small words and the larger ones. I cannot
recommend it highly enough. This little
book has given me a sense of renewal and
true insight into a Catholic staple.
The format is suitable for group or
private study.
The book, Word by Word: Slowing
Down with the Hail Mary is published by
Ave Maria Press and is edited by Sarah
Reinhard. It is available on Amazon and in
the Parish Library at St. Mary of the Pines.
I hope you will give it a look and allow it
to open wide the Hail Mary prayer and the
beauty of each word. •

“The translation “hail”
speaks of saluting one
of great favor. Certainly
Gabriel understood
whom he was greeting
and the significance of
the words that would
follow. "
Word by Word:
Slowing Down the Hail Mary

Word by Word: Slowing Down the
Hail Mary is available to borrow
from the St. Mary of the Pines
Library, or for purchase through
Amazon.com.
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faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Welcoming Company
Sharing What God Has Given Us

G

rowing up in a small town has
its advantages. Our family was
nearby, we
went to the same school
as all our friends and
cousins, and attended
the same church. We
shared pastimes and
there was football and
Long
basketball, as well as deer
and duck seasons. One
of my favorite things to do when I was
a child was to spend Sunday afternoons
with my dad’s parents, Mamaw and
Papaw. They worked hard all week long,
including Saturdays, so Sundays were for
them a real rest from work. Back in those
days people would often “go visiting,”
which included driving to a friend’s
house for a cup of coffee and a piece of
cake and each family catching up with
the news. I do not recall the television
blaring (or even whispering – it was not
turned on). People were interested in
seeing one another as a singular event.
All attention was offered to “company,”
as surely as the cake and coffee were.
Life was slower then, especially in the
summertime.
These days I still like to visit too, but
very often find myself emailing, texting
and communicating through Facebook
and even Facetime. I must confess it

is better than
nothing, but it
certainly isn’t the
same. So, a couple
of summers ago,
rather than wax
nostalgic, I called
my brother and
said I’ll see you
tomorrow after
church. And I did.
I drove about an
hour and I took
the scenic route
through some
lovely country
roads. When I
arrived I felt welcomed and was met
with food and family. It was wonderful!
And when I drove home on those same
country roads that brought me there, I
was satiated with memory, food and love.
Showing hospitality is something we
are enjoined by scripture to perform; it is
part of our identity as a people of God,
a people of faith. When we entertain
strangers or family and friends, we are
reminded we are entertaining God as
we are made in His image and likeness.
Taken on its own, that is a powerful
responsibility.
Hospitality is not really about
overspending to impress a guest with the

Sharon’s Grape Salad
Ingredients:
• 4 pounds of seedless grapes (she
used green, but you can mix red and
green)
• 1 8 oz. block cream cheese,
softened
• 1 8 oz. container of sour cream
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 4 oz. chopped pecans (optional)
• 2 tablespoons brown sugar
8 Catholic Connection

Directions:
1) Wash and dry grapes.
2) In a large bowl mix the cream
cheese, sour cream, and vanilla.
3) Add grapes and mix until well
coated.
4) Sprinkle top with brown sugar
and chopped pecans. Mix again.
5) Chill until ready to serve. Great
same day, even better the next!

finest of food and drink, rather it is the
manner or the attitude in which we share
all that God has given to us. Tea and
toasted bread can be served with love and
gratitude if we allow that we are really
welcoming our Creator in all we serve.
Another set of relatives, slightly older
than myself and childless, always offer a
gracious welcome. I am not allowed to
“help” and am ushered into the living
room with coffee and a visit while my
cousin Sharon works her magic in the
kitchen, lavishing us with delicious food
and using me to test her latest recipes.
A couple of weeks ago she brought a
favorite to the table. She calls it Grape
Salad and it is a great summertime dish;
you don’t use the stove or the oven,
minimal ingredients, maximum taste.
I hope you enjoy making, serving and
eating this! May the rest of summer find
you enjoying every good and perfect gift
which is from God, and perhaps paying
that forward when you invite someone
into your home for a visit, a bite of food
and hospitality. •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Admonish Out of Mercy and Love

W

e’re all sinners, right? We all
have our occasional and habitual
pitfalls that separate us from

God.
I had slipped into a habitual sin. I
felt a false sense of
freedom going against
my own expectations
as well as my friends’
view of me. This was
of course accompanied
by a twinge of guilt,
Sciba
but I didn’t have the
strength to turn around.
It took an unexpected reproach from my
friend Maureen to shake me loose and
set me straight, “Katie, are you all right?”
she asked me. “This isn’t like you. Is
something wrong?”
Admonishing the sinner is a Spiritual
Work of Mercy and one that’s pretty tough
to perform. It’s easy to offend anyone these
days and it’s tempting to shrug, “Who am I
to judge?” Everybody sins differently; still,
confronting our brothers and sisters is an
act of mercy that, when performed with
love, can compel the sinner to move closer
to Christ.
Take it up with Jesus first. Admonishing
the sinner is no light task and it’s one that
calls for some serious discernment. Jesus
said, “Remove the wooden beam from your
eye first; then you will see clearly to remove
the splinter from your brother's eye” (Mt
7:5). If we pray to the Lord humbly with a
willingness to see our flaws, then we’ll more
clearly see if we want to correct another’s
behavior out of love for his or her soul,
or out of our own pride. Am I genuinely
concerned for this person’s spiritual wellbeing, or am I self-righteous? In drawing
as close to Christ as we possibly can, and
bringing our intentions along, by grace
we’ll be able to shake off the pride and see
the other person through Jesus’ eyes.
Go to the heart of the matter. My
friend mentioned my behavior, but then
went deeper, “Is something wrong?” and
recognized that what I was doing could

have been a sign of inner turmoil. Such
wisdom. If someone we love is sinning
to a point that calls us to speak up,
acknowledging that there could be bigger
implications than what meets the eye
can help us focus on what truly matters.
Under the surface of sinful behavior is a
brokenness that needs to be healed. It’s true
we want the sin to cease, but ultimately we
should desire holiness for the soul.
The relationship matters. Maureen was
a friend and she preserved our friendship
by speaking with charity over harsh words
and judgment. Pope Francis said, “...only
the enduring allure of goodness and love
remains truly convincing.” Not only that,
but she spoke with me one on one instead
of risking my own embarrassment in front
of other people. Jesus said, “If your brother
sins against you, go and tell him his fault,
between you and him alone” (Matt. 18:15).
The word “brother” in this verse emphasizes
an established relationship, one that will
likely make a bigger impact.
We’re deep into the Year of Mercy and no
doubt mention of it has lost its newness for
some, but consider this encouragement for
renewed efforts. Admonishing the sinner is
an act of mercy “by which we come to the
aid of our neighbor in his spiritual need…”
(CCC 2447). Coming to someone’s aid
is an act of love, and it’s that love that will
ultimately purify our intentions and move
the heart of the person we approach. •

Saintly

Sayings

St. Francis de Sales is renowned
for his wisdom on the interior life
and acute awareness of the soul's
response in the day to day. His
Introduction to the Devout Life is
chock full of simple, holy insight.
Here is some of his advice on
Admonishing the Sinner.
• Virtue keeps us from reacting
angrily: "...when humility and
gentleness are genuine, they keep
us from 'swelling' in the heart which
injuries and maliciousness can
cause."
• Confronting sin in another should
be done lovingly: "It is important...
to resist evil and to correct the
fault of those placed in our care,
and this must be done constantly
and courageously, but gently and
peacefully...a correction made
with passion and anger is never
as well-accepted - even when it is
reasonable..."
• If you have to talk with someone
before confronting another, choose
someone reasonable and levelheaded: "...do not complain to
those who are indignant and quick
to think evil. If you must speak about
these wrongs - either to remedy the
offense or to satisfy your peace of
mind - confide in peace-loving and
God-loving people."

Katie Sciba is the author of
thecatholicwife.net. She lives in
Shreveport with her husband, Andrew,
and four children.

August 2016 9

from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

Who Is My Neighbor?

O

n July 10, the pope prayed
the Angelus with the faithful
gathered
in St. Peter’s Square
and reflected on the
parable of the “Good
Samaritan, narrated
in the Gospel of St.
Luke. This parable
indicates a style of
Pope Francis
life whose center of
gravity, Francis remarked, is not ourselves
but others, with their difficulties, whom
we encounter in our journey and who call
to us. And when the plight of others does
not call out to us, it means that something
does not work; something in that heart is
not Christian.”
Jesus uses this parable in the dialogue
with a doctor of the Law, with regard to
the double commandment that allows one
to enter into eternal life: to love God with
all one’s heart, and to love one’s neighbor
like oneself. “Yes,” replies the doctor of the
law, “And who is my neighbor?” “We too
might ask ourselves this question,” said the
Holy Father. “Who is my neighbor? Who
must I love like myself? My relatives? My
friends? My compatriots? Those who share
the same religion? Who is my neighbor?”
Christ’s answer is the parable of the
Good Samaritan, that of a man who
on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho
is assailed by brigands, assaulted and
abandoned. First a priest passes along the
same road, then a Levite; neither of them,
seeing the injured man, stop but instead
carry on their way without helping. Then
there passes a Samaritan, a man from the
region of Samaria whose inhabitants were
ill-regarded by the Jews as they did not
observe the true religion. The Samaritan is
moved by the plight of the injured man,
and stops to dress his wounds. He takes
him to an inn and the following day pays
the innkeeper for the room where he is to
stay until he recovers. At this point, Jesus
asks the doctor of the Law, “Which of
10 Catholic Connection

these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?” The doctor of the law answers,
“The one who showed him mercy.”
“In this way Jesus completely changes
the initial perspective of the doctor of
the law,” explained Francis. “I must not
categorize others to decide who is my
neighbor and who isn’t. It is for me to
decide to be or not to be a neighbor
… to the person I encounter and who
is in need of help, even if he or she is a
stranger or even hostile. Jesus concludes,
‘You go, and do likewise’, ... and he
repeats it to each one of us. Be a neighbor
to the brother or sister we see in difficulty.
... Do good works, do not merely say
good words that are then dispersed in
the wind. ... And through good works,
that we do for our neighbor with love
and good cheer, our faith germinates and
bears fruit. Let us ask ourselves, is our
faith fruitful? Does our faith produce
good works? Or is it barren, and therefore
more dead than alive? Am I a neighbor,
or do I simply walk on by? Am I one of
those who choose people according to my
taste?”
“It is good to ask ourselves these
questions and to do so frequently, because
in the end we will be judged for our
works of mercy,” underlined the Holy
Father. “The Lord will be able to say to
us, ‘Do you remember that time on the
road from Jerusalem to Jericho? I was that
man, half dead by the roadside. Do you
remember? I was that hungry child. Do
you remember? I was that migrant whom
so many wanted to send away. I was those
lonely grandparents, abandoned in a rest
home. I was that sick person, alone in
hospital, whom no-one came to visit.”
“May the Virgin Mary help us to walk
the path of love, generous love towards
others, the way of the Good Samaritan.
May she help us to live the principal
commandment that Christ left us. This is
the way to eternal life.” •

In theWords
of

Pope Francis

“We are constantly busy and
so we do not have the time
to listen. I would like to ask
each one of you to answer in
your heart: You, husband, do
you have time to listen to your
wife? You, wife, do you have
time to listen to your husband?
You, parents, do you have time,
time to spend to listen to your
children, or your grandparents,
the elderly? … Listen. I ask you
to learn to listen and dedicate
more time to this. In the
capacity to listen is the root of
peace.”
(Angelus 7/17/16)
“The mission of the Christian
in the world is a mission
for all, a mission of service,
which excludes no-one; it
requires great generosity and
in particular the gaze and heart
turned heavenward to invoke
the Lord’s help. There is so
much need for Christians who
bear witness to the Gospel with
joy in everyday life.”
(Angelus 7/4/16)
“I am close to every family and
to the entire French nation in
mourning. May God, the good
Father, welcome all the victims
in His peace and console their
relatives. May He dispel every
plan of terror and death, so that
no one may ever dare spill the
blood of his brother. A paternal
and fraternal embrace to all the
French nation.”
(Pope Prays for the Victims of the
Attack in Nice, France, 7/17/16)

navigating the Faith
by Katie Sciba

Queenship of Mary

T

he Queenship of Mary is a well-established image. With all the various
depictions of Mary – Our Lady of Knock, Our Lady of Fatima, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, etc. – several illustrate the Blessed Mother gloriously crowned
and venerated as queen. Catholics sing traditional hymns and chants like “Hail
Holy Queen” and “Regina Caeli.” Indeed the general concept of Mary’s queenship
is widely known and recognized, but are we aware of the depth of truth this
particular role holds?
Established in 1954 by Pope Pius XII, the Feast of the Queenship of Mary calls
Catholics to recognize the Blessed Virgin as both a mother and most powerful
intercessor; two aspects of her role that are inseparable.
Throughout the Old Testament, the reigning queen was not the wife of a king,
but rather his mother. Because polygamy was so widely practiced, the kings of
Israel did not choose from among their many wives, but instead they reigned
with their mothers seated and crowned on the adjacent throne. The “queen
mother,” a title given only to the queens in the line of King David, was her son’s
chief advisor and coincidentally the only individual who could incite obedience
from the highest sovereign in the land, despite her being technically subject to
her own son. The queen mother’s counsel was often based on her wise political
experience as well as the needs of the people under her son’s rule. In 1 Kings, the
queen Bathsheba, mother of King Solomon, was noted to intercede on behalf
of the people when she conveyed a request from Adonijah to her son. When she
approached him, the king rose to meet her and placed her on the throne at his
right hand. Telling him of her request, Bathsheba asked Solomon to not refuse her
and he agreed to comply with whatever she asked.
In time, the Kingdom of David collapsed and the faithful held their breath
awaiting its restoration, hopeful that God would revive the line He promised
would last forever. Prophecies were made which were all eventually fulfilled in
Christ, and some additionally pointed to his mother. “…the virgin shall be with
child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
Micah 5 also refers to the future king’s mother mentioning “she who is to give
birth.” The twice mentioning of the mother of the ruler in line for the David
throne underscores her imminent importance as the queen mother; and because
Jesus is the next and final ruler in the line of David, Mary as his mother, receives
her queenship from her own son.
And like Bathsheba and several queen mothers before her, Mary acts on behalf
of others both in scripture and now.
At the wedding feast at Cana, the Blessed Mother received word that the bride
and groom ran out of wine, a significant embarrassment. With their concerns in
mind, Mary informed Jesus to compel him to action, but he initially protested
saying, “…my hour has not yet come;” however out of obedience to his Queen
Mother, Christ performed his first miracle by turning water into wine.
In all the approved apparitions of Mary, she offers herself as mother with
peaceful and powerful protection. “Am I not here, your mother?” Our Lady of
Guadalupe assured St. Juan Diego, “Are you not under my protection?”
In Fatima, Mary consoled Jacinta, “Are you suffering a great deal? Do not lose
heart. I will never forsake you. My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and the
way that will lead you to God.”

Antonello da Messina [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

The Queenship of Mary exists because of
the Kingship of her son. In all circumstances,
Mary points to Jesus and draws the Church
closer to him, always knowing where the
glory is both from and due. The Feast of the
Queenship of Mary is August 22nd, within
the octave of the Feast of the Assumption.
Queen of angels, pray for us. Queen of
patriarchs, pray for us. Queen of prophets, pray
for us. Queen of apostles, pray for us. Queen of
martyrs, pray for us. Queen of confessors, pray
for us. Queen of virgins, pray for us. Queen of
all saints, pray for us. Queen conceived without
Original Sin, pray for us. Queen assumed into
Heaven, pray for us. Queen of the most holy
Rosary, pray for us. Queen of peace, pray for us.
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we
may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord God, that
we thy Servants may enjoy perpetual health of
mind and body and by the glorious intercession
of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, be delivered
from present sorrow and enjoy eternal happiness.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. •
(taken from the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary)
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second COLLECTIONS
by Fr. Rothell Price

Hispanic Ministry Collection

Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry Collection
Collection Dates: August 20th & 21st
Announcement Dates: August 7th & 14th
he Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry Collection provides crucial
funding for our pastoral care and outreach to our Spanish-speaking Catholics
living and working throughout our diocese. While our Hispanic Ministry
is primarily focused at Sacred Heart Parish in Oak Grove, St.
Paschal Parish in West Monroe, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church in Farmerville, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Ruston,
Christ the King Parish in Bossier City, St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport and St. Joseph Parish in Mansfield, there
are more locations that are emerging. Bishop Duca celebrates
Price
a Migrant Workers’ Mass in the Eastern Deanery annually for
those persons who arrive in our diocese at planting and harvesting time, and then
move on to other regions. Their locations change, but fortunately the Catholic
Church who ministers to them does not. It is ever present wherever they go.
Pope Francis has repeatedly exhorted us to be authentic believers in Jesus Christ
by concretely uniting with the poor and needful in our midst. The Diocese of
Shreveport Hispanic Ministry Collection provides us with a concrete opportunity
to participate in the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy which Pope Francis has
made a center piece of this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Your glad participation is a bright
testimony to your cooperation with God’s grace which helps us to be “Merciful,
like the Father.” Holy Mother Church and her second collections keep us ever
mindful of all our brothers and sisters who travel with us on our pilgrim journey to
the Kingdom.
This month’s special collection for the Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry
keeps us planted in the Jubilee Year of Mercy until we conclude it, and more
importantly, until we reach our ultimate goal, the Kingdom of God in all its reality.

T
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Your participation in this collection
makes many spiritual opportunities
available to our Spanish-speaking
brothers and sisters that would otherwise
be most difficult to offer:
• Faith Formation for children and
adults
• Sacramental Preparation
• Liturgical training to serve as readers,
altar servers, Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion, sacristans, vocal and
instrumental musicians
• Leadership Training to serve on
the parish pastoral councils, parish
finance council, community councils,
committees, and as facilitators of small
groups and Bible studies
• Pastoral ministry training to
the grieving, the hospitalized and
homebound, counseling, bereavement,
and other forms of outreach
empowerment
• Retreats for our youth, young adults,
families, married couples, single persons,
men, women, and other groupings of the
Christian faithful
The second collection for the
Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry
allows us to rise to God’s standard of
compassion and hospitality for all of
His people. We have much to offer our
Hispanic community; and they have
much to offer us! The Scriptures say,
“God loves a cheerful giver.” Whatever
you can give, with joy and appreciation
in your heart, will help the Church to
do transforming good things in Jesus’
name. Your donation, no matter what
size, insures that our Spanish-speaking
Catholics continue to live out their
vibrant Catholic faith and strong
devotion to the Lord and His Saints in
the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church. Please be generous. •
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General, is
the Director of Second & Special
Collections.

vocations View
by Raney Johnson, Seminarian

Summer Assignment Shines Light on Mercy

Seminarian Raney Johnson at his summer assignment at St. Jude Parish in Benton, LA

I

n this year of Mercy, the works of mercy continue to receive extra attention in my
spiritual life. I have especially tried to focus on the corporal works of mercy: feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the
sick, visit the imprisoned and bury the dead. In my first year as a seminarian, I found
many ways and opportunities throughout the year to do many of the corporal works
of mercy. However, the opportunities to practice the corporal works of mercy increased
during my summer assignment at St. Jude Catholic Church in Benton, LA.
Two of the works of mercy, visit the sick and visit the imprisoned, provided some of
the most profound and important
“Two of the Works of Mercy,
moments of my summer parish
assignment. Before I started my
visit the sick and visit the
summer assignment, I did not
have a great desire to minister to
imprisoned, provided
the sick in the hospital, but after
some of the most profound
visiting multiple hospitalized
parishioners from not only St.
and important moments of
Jude parish but from throughout
my summer parish assignment.”
the diocese, my desire for hospital
ministry increased. Going to the
hospital to visit the sick made me more aware of Catholics who are unable to attend
Mass on the weekends because of their hospitalization and how important of a ministry
it is to bring Catholics in the hospital Holy Communion.
Many of the people I visited in the hospital expressed gratitude for someone
coming to see about them and expressed even more gratitude for someone bringing
them the Eucharist. On some of the visits, a deep peace would come over the person
or the person would be moved to tears after receiving communion. Visiting the sick

also involved going to the homes of
parishioners from St. Jude unable to
attend Mass on the weekend because
of an illness. They expressed the same
thankfulness for someone visiting them
and bringing them Holy Communion as
the sick in the hospital.
My understanding of the importance
of going out to those in the Church
who are sometimes forgotten definitely
comes from the many times I visited
sick parishioners in the hospital and in
their homes, but I also owe this greater
understanding to the multiple visits
I made to David Wade Correctional
Center in Homer, LA throughout the
summer. I never thought my summer
would involve prison ministry, and out
of all the corporal works of mercy, I
thought visiting the imprisoned would
be the one I was least likely to do. Each
week I attended a Greco class at David
Wade, and throughout the many classes,
I learned the great necessity to minister
to those in prison. Throughout the
summer I encountered not only many
Catholic men trying to learn more about
their faith while in prison, but also men
of many other Christian denominations
thirsting to grow in their spirituality.
Through the men I ministered to in the
prison, I learned the true meaning of
Jesus’ words, “I was in prison and you
came to me” (Lk 25:36).
Visiting the sick and the imprisoned
are two of the most influential aspects
of my summer at St. Jude, but only part
of the many amazing experiences I had
over the summer. Now I will return
to seminary for my second year with
a greater desire to serve the people of
the Diocese of Shreveport and a better
understanding of God’s mercy. •
Interested in a vocation to the
priesthood or religious life? Contact Fr.
Matthew Long, Director of Vocations,
318-868-4441, or mlong@dioshpt.org.
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Essential Collaborators: School

D

Boards and Councils

id you know that each of our Catholic Schools are
approach to ministry whose focus is mission.
supported by a group of dedicated men and women
A primary responsibility of the boards/councils is to
who believe in the mission of our Catholic Schools?
foster the development of collaboration at every level
Each school has a volunteer board that meets monthly,
in the school community. This begins with the board/
studies current issues in the school and offers professional
council’s modeling collaborative ministry and collaborative
advice in areas of finance and planning. These volunteers
leadership for the entire school community. By functioning
contribute thousands of hours each year to support the
in a collaborative manner, the board/council gains
bishop, pastors and principals.
credibility to challenge the other elements of the school
The concept of collaboration and collaborative leadership community to act collaboratively. It is the responsibility of
is as old as the Church itself, and as new as the recent best
the board/council to challenge and support collaboration
seller describing the collaborative approach to successful
at every level of the school community: between the board/
management and leadership in business.
council and the school administration; between the board/
Collaboration is a concept that accurately describes the
council and the pastor particularly.
early Christian church. Jesus was a collaborative leader; he
Finally, collaboration is more than a trendy or passing
never ministered in isolation. From the start of his ministry, phenomenon. Failure to collaborate will condemn a school
Jesus gathered a group of disciples around him and invited
to a state of survival or maintenance. The board/council has
them to minister with him. It is this model of ministry that the responsibility to ensure that collaboration is occurring
the Church is revisiting and using in today’s Church.
within all areas of the school community.
Within a Church context, collaboration is a simple
concept. Predicated on the belief that each person is
gifted and called, the goal of collaboration is to identify,
release and unify all those gifts present in the Christian
Sr. Carol Shively, OSU
community for the purpose of mission. Therefore,
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
collaboration is never an end in itself, but rather an

Diocese of Shreveport Non-Discriminatory School Policy
The Diocese of Shreveport School system re-affirms its non-discriminatory policy on the basis of race, sex, color, national, and
ethnic origin in its educational programs, activities, and employment policies in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments, and Sections 4.03 (a) and 4.03 (c) Revenue Procedure 75-50.
All students, faculty members and staff, without exception, are admitted to all rights, privileges, and activities generally
accorded or made available at the schools which do not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, national, and ethnic origin in
the administration of its employment policies, admission policies, scholarship, and loan programs, and athletic and other schooladministrated programs.
St. John Berchmans, Shreveport • St. Joseph School, Shreveport • Loyola College Preparatory, Shreveport
Jesus the Good Shepherd, Monroe • Our Lady of Fatima, Monroe • St. Frederick High, Monroe
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Our Faculty and Staff
118
3
11
22
26
6

Terra Nova Achievement Test
Reading	Language 	Math	Social Studies	Science

Full-Time Certified
Classroom Teachers
Music Teachers
P.E. Teachers
Pre-School Teachers
Instructional Assistants
Certified Principals

ACT SCORES

50

50

50

50

NATIONAL: 21.1

Kindergarten 80

N/A	

89

N/A	

N/A

STATE: 20.3

Grade 1		

73

N/A	

79

76

83

Grade 2		

84

N/A	

74

76

75

Grade 3		

87

87

80

83

87

Grade 4		

87

88

69

80

80

Grade 5		

81

83

66

73

80

Grade 6		

85

84

75

75

82

Grade 7		

76

82

72

74

72

Grade 8		

80

79

67

69

69

National		

50

ST. FREDERICK: 22.9
LOYOLA COLLEGE
PREP: 26.0

Enrollment by Grade 2015-16
PRE-K
K		
1st		
2nd		
3rd		
4th		
5th		
6th		

237
153
138
133
119
102
119
120

7th		
8th		
9th		
10th		
11th		
12th		
TOTAL

119
119
177
157
171
135
1999
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Faculty and staff Awards
5 YEARS
Angel Greene
Karen McDuffie
Terry Inman
Camille Barham
George Bell
Shirley Coker
Margo Scott
Melanie Trombatore
Stephanie Johnson
Paige Brossette
Angela Chignard

Carol Bedard
Alicia Carroway
Heather Mills
Melissa Wolcott
10 YEARS
Clint Wallace
Calvin White
Jodi Pipes
15 YEARS
Carol Leone

Faye Musco
Kyle Tanner
Sue Blackford
Eileen Roper
Debbie Wilmoore

Camille Meehan
John Leblanc
Ruth Walker
Eric Vargas
Gloria Patterson

20 YEARS
Cathy Kyle
Betty Sanchez

30 YEARS
Tookie Barr

25 YEARS
Ann Shockley

40 YEARS
Mike Mawhinney
Carol Busby

2015-2016 School Board Councils
Jesus the Good
Shepherd School
L.J. Holland
Lane Eddleman
Jeff Leaumont
Amy Sawyer
Charles Taylor
Judge Alvin Sharp
Jott Delcambre
Loyola College
Prep
Dr. Rick Michael
Angel Camden
Tom Simms
John H. Leblanc
Nonie Caruthers
Pam Mitchell
Chris Miciotto

Shannon Smith
Derrie Lindley
Patrick Lukacs
Mike Riddick
Amy Sarcar
Jason Waltman
Cliff Leblanc
Knox Ridley
Trey Smith
Andy Taylor
Keith Todaro
Our Lady of Fatima
School
Martin Thibodeaux
Marcus Eichhorn, III
Carl Tameling
Dolores Fox
Della Neitz
Monica Bontty
Ginger Bowling
St. Frederick
High School
Judge Wendell
Manning
Julie Johnson
Kathy Tramontana
Sheila O'Leary
Susan Chappell
Neal Brown

Carmen Sims
Shereba Diaz
Christopher Jones
Hannah Livingston
Alan Breithaupt
Brenda Hilburn
St. John
Berchmans School
Dan Marcalus
Pam Shaughnessy
Carol Gates
Fr. Peter Mangum
Rene Mekelburg
Eric Anderson
Casey Hyde
JoEllen Holbron
Trey Woodham
Mary Beth Fox
St. Joseph School
Angela Cush John
David Rossi
Jo Amy Wynn
Greg Beauclair
Marjoree Harper
Leland Horton
Alice Ann Hutlas
Fr. Mark Franklin
Michelle Machen
Luisa LeMoine

Catholic Schools ANnual Report 2015-16
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Mercy in Action

Residents at Mercy House at Black Bayou National Wildlife Refuge during an event with
Jesus the Good Shepherd parishioners in Monroe.

Mercy House in Monroe
Transforms Women's Lives
by Linda Webster

O

“

h, let me hold him,” cooed one of the Mercy residents reaching for
Grumpy, the six-foot constrictor slithering down the arm of another
resident on a visit to Black Bayou National Wildlife Refuge. She slipped
her hand under Grouchy’s small head with its flickering black tongue and the snake
eased over to rest draped around her shoulders.
Randy Smith of Jesus the Good Shepherd Parish in Monroe planned the outing
as one of five annual events sponsored by the parish for local house of Mercy
Multiplied. Smith learned about the ministry when he attended an informational
luncheon at Mercy House several years ago and heard personal stories from some
of the residents. Young women from around the country can apply to be part of
a six to nine month residential program built on Christian principles designed to
promote healing and support for those who are trying to break free of a multitude
of challenges. Smith then put together a support team with the encouragement of
then pastor Fr. Mark Watson, and they developed a calendar of special events.
“The idea is that the Church makes an effort to make the residents happy while
we partner with Mercy to assist their ministry,” he explained. “In the fall, for
example, our first event is called ‘The Night of the Book’. We have dinner at the
church on the first Monday of October and the women all get books from a list of
approved titles provided by Mercy.” Then residents are taken to a book store where
they take part in a scavenger hunt with prizes.
“In February, we have a big Valentine’s event at Jesus the Good Shepherd on the
Thursday evening ahead of the holiday.”
In March, residents are guests at the Biedenharn Museum and Gardens. They
enjoy dinner followed by tours of the estate, the Bible museum and the formal

gardens. The team provides Easter
baskets as the fifth annual event.
Mercy Multiplied is a unique ministry.
“Nancy Alcorn started the Mercy
program when visiting with friends here
in Monroe in the early 1980s,” said Dana
Owens, Community Relations Manager.
“She’d worked in criminal justice and
child protection so she saw many teens
who were broken. And she saw why.”
The Nashville native shared her vision
of a Christian residential environment
for young women where they could be
freed from pressures leading to addiction,
self-mutilation, eating disorders and
other forms of abuse as they worked on
transforming their lives. The Monroe
house was the first of four currently
operating in the U.S.
“These are healing facilities,” explained
Owens. “The program is a counseling
model based on seven keys to freedom
that are all viewed from a spiritual
standpoint. Residents arrive broken,
defeated, labeled, hopeless – some feel
they have nothing to live for. We help
them understand that God has a future
for them and has plans for them. Then,
they get excited about that future.”
The Monroe house has a capacity
for 22 residents who cycle in and
out depending on when they were
approved for participation and when
they complete their programming.
The ministry is supported by private
donations and some grant funding.
Residents have structured days that
include classes in anger management,
personal finance and spiritual growth as
well as daily worship and Bible study.
Staff includes counselors, a nutritionist,
an education supervisor, a director and
a licensed nurse. Residents are assigned
to teams to do the cooking and the
cleaning, and they do their own laundry.
“The best part for us here at Jesus the
Good Shepherd is that we get to spend
time entertaining these young women
and watching them transform,” said
Randy Smith. “You can’t help but be
proud of what they’re accomplishing.” •
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local NEWS
Money School Changes Lives with Financial Education
by Lucy Medvec

Letter to Catholic Charities
From Jeanay Hall
My name is Jeanay Hall and I’d just
like to say how much I enjoyed the
Money Class that was taught by Mr.
Carl.
I sat through the class with many
questions and as the class continued
most of my questions were answered. I
really enjoyed listening to what Mr. Carl
had to say.

Jeanay Hall and Money School Teacher Carl Piehl

“It was like church because I wanted to share with
everyone.” – Jeanay Hall

S

ince its inception in July 2010, Catholic Charities of North
Louisiana has provided financial education to thousands of people
throughout North Louisiana through its weekly class, The Money
School. Taught by CCNLA case managers, this free, three-hour class
provides important financial knowledge to its attendees and helps them
find ways to create and manage a budget while
also reducing their debt. Anyone who is to be
considered eligible for emergency assistance from
Catholic Charities must first attend The Money
School and then meet with a case manager to
determine the level of assistance that may be
available.
Recent attendee Jeanay Hall learned important
information that helped her manage her power bill
costs, which in turn reduced her monthly costs of
living. As with any other Money School attendee,
Ms. Hall is also eligible for financial coaching
with case managers to help her stay on track and
accomplish her financial goals.
Money School classes are taught on a weekly
basis at both the Shreveport and Monroe offices.
For more information about The Money School,
please contact Catholic Charities of North Louisiana at 318-865-0200 or
visit the website at www.ccnla.org. •
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He hit a lot of major situations /
topics that were close to home. So
learning how to minimize my electricity
bill by reading my meter was very
pertinent to my household. He hit other
topics as well like: tips on saving money,
not spending more than what I have, not
going to money stores or rent to owns.
It gave me clarity to be able to talk
to a customer agent from Swepco with
confidence. The fact that my
bill had needed an extension
was the reason I called but
by the end of the call I had
pretty much testified about
the class and how it helped
me go from $5.84 a day to
$1.89 a day. Once she asked
how I did it I start[ed] to
share with her what I learned
[at] the money class I had
taken at Catholic Charities in
Shreveport, La.
It was like church because
I wanted to share [the Money
School] with everyone.

Jeanay Hall

Diocese to Launch New
Deacon Formation Class

by Deacon Mike Whitehead

What Does a
Deacon Do?
Assists at Mass
Preaches
Performs funerals, vigils and
graveside services
Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament
Works with Extraordinary
Communion Ministers

T

he Diocese of Shreveport is launching
a new formation for permanent
deacons beginning in September
2017. It will mark the third group of
permanent deacons to be ordained in
our diocese since the year 2000. The first
group of men were ordained in 2004 and
the second group were ordained in 2014.
Presently, 32 men are actively serving as
permanent deacons in our diocese.
“Our permanent deacons play a crucial
role in serving the Catholic faithful of the
Diocese of Shreveport throughout north
Louisiana,” said Bishop Michael Duca.
“Our last two classes of deacons have
created new ministries, been a help to
our pastors and have made the presence
of the Catholic Church more visible in
the community. I am glad to begin the
planning stages of forming another cohort
of men to discern and prepare to be
deacons for the Diocese of Shreveport.”
If you feel called by God to serve
God’s people in one or more service
areas, and enjoy doing that; if you are at
least 35-years-old; and if you have some
leadership ability: perhaps you ought to
pray for the gift of discernment of your
vocation, and talk with your pastor about
the permanent diaconate.
The new formation once again will be
under the auspices of the University of
Dallas. This is a four-year formation of
prayer, study and pastoral training. Course
work will cover a wide range of topics
from philosophy and theology to scripture
and homiletics. Pastoral training will
encompass a variety of ministries, including
sacraments, parish social concerns and

parish administrator training.
Deacon Clary Nash, who just celebrated
his 30th anniversary as a permanent
deacon, will once again be the director
of this formation. Deacon Nash served
as formation director for the past two
diaconate formations in our diocese.
“I am excited that Bishop Duca wants
to start a third deacon formation for the
service to the Church, the people of God,”
Deacon Nash said. “Many people in need
will benefit from highly-skilled, trained
and dedicated men serving God by serving
them.”
The process to become a permanent
deacon begins well before the first class
gathers in September of next year. The
selection process will take four to eight
months of prayerful discernment before the
next group is formed.
Catholic deacons are ordained to
serve and called to speak in the name
of the Catholic Church. He is called by
his community to serve his diocese, his
community and anyone in need. His
motivation is to know the heart of God
and to be that heart of God for God’s
people. As an ordained minister of the
Catholic Church, the deacon serves in four
areas: Word, sacrament (or liturgy), charity
and pastoral governance.
“As a deacon for the past 30 years,
my life has been enriched and rewarded
in so many different ways as they are
incalculable,” Deacon Nash said.
For more information, please go to
the diocesan website, www.dioshpt.org/
ministries/permanent-diaconate/ or call
Deacon Clary Nash at 318-868-4441. •

Eucharistic Celebrations
Outside of Mass
Baptismal Preparation &
Sacrament of Baptism
Communion / Sick Calls
Stations of the Cross
Adult Education / Inquiry /
RCIA
Work with Fallen-Away
Catholics
Religious Education
Parochial and CCD
Marriage Prep &
Sacrament of Marriage
Parish Organizations
Prayer Groups
Instructs Altar Servers
Works with Lectors
Works with Mentally &
Physically Handicapped
Retreat Work
Spiritual Direction
Works with the Elderly
Works with Youth
Parish Social Concerns
Migrant Ministry
AIDS Ministry
Prison Ministry
Advocates for Annulments &
Divorced Catholics
August 2016 19

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
Celebrates 50 Years
by John Mark Willcox

Today, nearly 300 families comprise
the diverse and active faith community
of “The Little Church with the Big
Heart.” Sacred Heart parishioners
take part in a host of community
and activity offerings including a
long established and very effective St.
Vincent de Paul chapter, a Friends in
Faith committee, Knights of Columbus
and Ladies Guild, Bereavement
Committee, Growth Committee and
various Altar societies.
No doubt the next chapter of Sacred
Heart’s history will include many more
successes in promoting Christ Jesus to
the people of Shreveport. •

Our people are
truly committed to

S

serving Jesus,
each other and
the neighborhood
surrounding
Sacred Heart.

eeking to minister to approximately 100 Catholic families in west Shreveport,
Bishop Charles Greco established Sacred Heart of Jesus Church as a new parish
in 1966, and appointed Fr. Richard Lombard as the first pastor of this new
worship community.
“I was at my first pastorate in Tallulah when I received a letter from Bishop Greco
asking if I would be the first pastor of a new congregation in west Shreveport,”
commented Fr. Lombard, “And I informed the bishop that I would be honored to
take the assignment.”
At first, Masses were held at hotels located on Monkhouse
Drive until the faithful happily moved into their newly
constructed church occupying four acres on Lyba Street in
west Shreveport.
“I knew right away that the spirit among our initial families
was very good, and we accomplished so much in those first
years, including the construction of the Church itself and the
educational buildings that followed,” said Fr. Lombard
Nearly 150 worshipping families celebrated Sacred Heart of
Jesus Church’s first Mass on August 21, 1966. It is only fitting
that this day falls on a Sunday this month as Bishop Michael
Duca will celebrate a special Mass with Fr. Francis Kamau,
Fr. Thomas John and Deacon Clary Nash with the people of
Sacred Heart in honor of 50 years of active, productive parish
life dedicated to serving Christ.
“We are proud of our worship community,” commented
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church has a thriving outreach
Deacon Nash. “Our people are truly committed to serving
program. The church's Society of St. Vincent de Paul was
Jesus, each other and the neighborhood surrounding Sacred
recently rewarded for their efforts by the Food Bank of
Heart. The spirit and outreach of our people is truly amazing.”
Northwest Louisiana as the 2014-15 Outstanding Agency.
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Remembering Msgr. Franz Graef
A priest of great faith and humor
by Fr. Pat Madden

I

first met Fr. Franz Graef at Maryhill Seminary in 1962. At the tender age of 14, I
had no inkling of how important to my spiritual growth this humble priest with
a German accent would be. Fast forward 54 years and, now retired, he sat in the
second pew every Sunday at St. Lucy Parish.When I told him that he was “always
welcome to concelebrate” he told me, “It is better that I sit with the people.” Father
Graef had a deep sense of his baptismal dignity. He once told me, “I think God
gives us all the power we need when we are baptized.
The sacrament of Holy Orders allows us to use that
power. In a way, it ‘unties our hands’ to allow us to
exercise that power for the good of the Church.”
I mentioned that Fr. Graef was humble. Even after
he was honored with the title “monsignor,” he preferred
to be called “Father Graef.” The first time I called
him “monsignor” he told me, “I am nobody’s lord”
(monsignor comes from the French for “my lord”).
When he would concelebrate on special feast days,
I would ask him if he would like to say some of the
prayers. His answer was always the same: “I’ll just be a holy flower pot.” This is
an example of his delightful sense of humor, one of his qualities that made him so
beloved to the parishioners of St. Lucy, and to all of those to whom he ministered
during his life.
Fr. Graef was the most learned theologian I have had the privilege to know
personally. He received his Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the Canisianum in
Innsbruck, Austria. He wrote his doctoral dissertation on the Sacrament of Penance.
He was a personal friend to Karl Rahner, perhaps the greatest theologian of the
20th century, and this great theologian preached Fr. Graef ’s first Mass at the JesuitChurch in Heidelberg. At his memorial Mass here in Shreveport, Fr. Phil Michiels
gave a beautiful testimony of the impact Fr. Graef ’s class on “Rahner’s Theology of
Death” had on his life and spirituality. This is only the most recent example of how
Fr. Graef ’s former students – priests, deacons, laity – mention words of wisdom they
remember from this wise and holy priest. Whether he was teaching seminarians in
New Orleans, or laity and deacon candidates here in the Greco Institute, he always
related theology to spiritual life and growth.
Fr. Graef was not only learned; he is one of the most pastoral priests I have ever
met. As long as he lived he helped with the parish penance services. He never tired
of assuring the faithful of God’s mercy, love and forgiveness. One of his favorite

sayings was “all is grace.” With a twinkle
in his eye he would say that his “favorite
heresy” was that of Origen – the teaching
that, in the end, even the devil would
be converted by God’s love. Fr. Graef
constantly reminded his flock how dear
each one of them was to the God he loved
and served in the Catholic Church.
One of God’s greatest blessings to Fr.
Graef was his family, as well as his close
friends. His younger brother and his five
sisters -- and their children, his nieces
and nephews -- kept this great priest
and theologian “grounded” in real life.
One tiny concrete example comes to
me. On his recent home visit he brought
some memorial coins as gifts for all the
children. For one little niece, the coin
was her First Communion present. She
asked her pastor to bless it because “It is a
gift from my Uncle Franz who is very old
and will soon die.” Fr. Graef overheard
and laughed heartily, but I am sure that
this priest who taught “Rahner’s Theology
of Death” knew the child was speaking
the truth.
Among his close friends in America
were Bill and Christie Weeks and
their family. He was blessed to have
a cottage on their property where he
could “go aside from the crowds” to
rest on his day off, which eventually
became his retirement home. With
characteristic humor, he referred to it as
his Swiegermutterwohnung (mother-inlaw cottage)!
A lot of water has gone under the
bridge since I first met Fr. Graef in 1962.
I will end with a brief personal testimony.
Sometimes people are afraid to ask
the deepest questions, afraid that such
questioning will lead to “loss of faith.”
Sometimes people with deep questions
even feel that they might be “bad
Catholics” because such thoughts trouble
them. Father Graef taught me that
questioning, deep questioning, can be
painful, but that it is the way to spiritual
growth. Fr. Graef taught me that it is
possible to think deeply and to remain
Catholic. He taught me this not only by
his words, but also by his life. •
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The Holy Year of Mercy and the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
by Jim Beadles, VP Shreveport Diocesan Council of SVdP

“How much our hearts should be
on fire with love for this ministry of
assisting poor people and for devoting
ourselves earnestly to it, because the
need is so great, and God expects this
of us.”– Saint Vincent de Paul.

He dedicated his life
to properly bringing

the knowledge and
presence of God to
the poor.
only about himself, but also about
God. After years of extensive prayer
and meditation, God answered his
prayers and he was moved by the Holy
Spirit to dedicate his life to serving
the poor out of “love for Jesus Christ.”
Interestingly, Vincent realized that in
terms of the spiritual development
of the poor, they were not living in
unbelief, but rather what he called
religious ignorance. He realized that
the poor were either not being taught
about God, or taught improperly.
So, he dedicated his life to properly
bringing the knowledge and presence
22 Catholic Connection

at the

Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Western District
Banquet

"Not Too Far
From Here"

S

t. Vincent de Paul was best
known for his humility,
compassion and generosity. He
is also known as the “Great Apostle of
Charity.”
Vincent was born to peasant farmers
in France on April 24, 1581, and died
September 27, 1660 at the age of 80.
He was the third of six children and
entered the seminary at the young age
of 15. He spent the first part of his life
seeking fame and wealth. Ironically, at
one point, he found himself homeless
and living on the streets among the
poorest of the poor. In fact, at one
point in his life, he was captured by
Barbary pirates, auctioned off as a slave
and spent two years in bondage.
Like many saints, he battled
frequent darkness and doubts not

Join Bishop Michael Duca

A unique night of
community & music
Special Music by:

of God to the poor.
Vincent was insistent that service to
the poor should take place where they
live, either on the streets or in their
modest homes. That is the foundation
of the home visits that remain the
cornerstone of the work of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul today. He
believed that Jesus is personified in the
poor, and truly understood the grace
and blessing that comes from serving
Christ through serving them.
On behalf of the Western District,
I would like to invite you to our
upcoming banquet. You will enjoy
a unique evening of music and
community. We are blessed to have Dr.
Pat Day, Senior Pastor of First United
Methodist Church, Shreveport, and
Bishop L. Lawrence Brandon, Praise
Temple Baptist Church, as speakers.
In addition, music will be provided
by the Centenary Choir, which is
celebrating its 75th Anniversary. See
our announcement (right) and please
join us. The banquet is September 8,
2016 at the Bossier City Civic Center.
Seats are limited. We look forward to
a special night. •

Special Messages by:
Dr. Pat Day
Senior Pastor
First United Methodist Shreveport
Bishop L. Lawrence Brandon
Bishop
Praise Temple Full Gospel
Baptist Cathedral

September 8, 2016
Bossier Civic Center
Registration: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Dinner by Savoie's: 6:30 p.m.
Program: 7:15 p.m.
SEATS ARE LIMITED
For more information, please call
Bonnie Martinez: 318-564-2587
Reservations are $60 each with
sponsorships available.

hispanic NEWS
por Rosalba Quiroz

Porque Educarse es Como Ganarse un Tesoro…

S

eguro has escuchado el dicho: “católico ignorante,
seguro protestante’, o este otro, ‘conoce primero
tu fe católica…” Estos dichos nos retan a aprender
más sobre la Misión de Jesucristo de llevar el Evangelio a
todas partes del mundo. Además, nos piden comprender
las enseñanzas de la Iglesia, y el por qué pertenecer a ella.
La Diócesis de Shreveport, con la ayuda económica de
Catholic Extension y bajo el asesoramiento del Instituto
Pastoral del Sureste, SEPI, en su compromiso por enseñar
la fe y la misión, ofrecerá el siguiente programa:

Certificación en Liderazgo
Pastoral para Laicos
Este programa está diseñado para personas
comprometidas que acepten crecer en su fe y obtener
las herramientas necesarias para desempeñar ministerios parroquiales. Esta educación
es GRATIS. Los candidatos deben obtener permiso de su sacerdote y comprometerse a
asistir a siete clases y un retiro al año por tres años consecutivos.
Se ofrecerá cuidado de niños de 2-10 años de edad
Lugar: Parroquia de Cristo Rey, 425 McCormick Street, Bossier City, LA 71111
Horario: Clases de 9:00am – 5:00pm. El retiro a fin del año es de 2 días.
Tema y Fechas para el Primer Año de Clases y el Retiro:
Encuentro con Jesús de Nazaret
22 de octubre, 2016
Biblia: Orígenes de los primeros Libros 		
19 de noviembre 2016
Los Profetas					
21 de enero 2017
Naturaleza Humana y Experiencia de Fe
18 de febrero 2017
Historia de la Iglesia Universal 			
18 de marzo 2017
Comunicación en el Ministerio Pastoral		
22 de Abril 2017
Liderazgo Pastoral I 				
3 de junio 2017
Retiro: Encuentro con la Trinidad
24-25 de junio 2017

Al término de los tres años, los
participantes habrán obtenido el
adiestramiento para colaborar más
activamente en la vida de la iglesia; un
reconocimiento por parte del Instituto
Pastoral del Sureste y Certificación de
Liderazgo Pastoral para Laicos por la
diócesis de Shreveport.
Teléfono para más información y
para registrarse: 318-219-7265.
¡Aprovecha esta oportunidad!

Calendario de los
Meses de Agosto
5-7 Retiro Búsqueda, Scottsville,
TX
13 Peregrinación a la Puerta Santa,
Catedral de St. John Berchmans
9:00am
Todos los Hispanos estamos
invitados a la “Peregrinación por
la Puerta Santa en la Catedral de
St. John Berchmans el sábado
13 de Agosto comenzando a las
9:00 a.m. con Vía Crucis afuera
de la catedral. Meditaciones,
alabanzas, y Hora Santa adentro
y venta de tacos al final de la
peregrinación.

August 2016 23

Kids' Connection!

This Month We Learn About
Saint Clare of Assisi

who was she?

Saint Clare of Assisi was born on July 16, 1194.
She prayed often as a young girl. When she
was 18, she heard St. Francis of Assisi preach
and asked him to help her live according to
the Gospel. In 1212, she joined a Benedictine
convent of nuns. There they led a
simple life of solitude and
poverty. She formed a new
order of nuns called
the Poor Clares.

Quick Facts

• In 1224, an army of soldiers came to attack
Assisi. Clare was sick, but still went out to
them with the Blessed Sacrament and placed
it on the wall where the enemies could see
it. She asked God to save the sisters and the
soldiers ran away.
• St. Clare is the patron saint of eye
disease, goldsmiths, laundry and TV.
• Clare’s sister, Agnes, joined her at the
Benedictine Monastary.
• In 1225, Pope Alexander IV canonized
her as St. Clare of Assisi.
• The Order of Poor Clares’ name was
changed from the Order of Poor Ladies.

Word Find
AGNES
ASSISI
CHIARA
CLARE
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FRANCIS
MONSTRANCE
POOR CLARES
PROTECTOR

SAINT
SAN DAMIANO
SOLDIER
TELEVISION

school NEWS

St. Fred's Students
Participated in AHEC

Fresh Look at St. Joseph School

S

t. Joseph Catholic School will
start its 65th school year by
welcoming nearly 400 students
back to school on Friday, August
12. Many events are planned for
the 65th Anniversary of Catholic
education and the school underwent
various upgrades over the summer
in preparation for this milestone
year! One of the most notable
upgrades is the brightly repainted
and redesigned library, funded
through a memorial for the Geneux
family. Librarian Nancy Jane Karam
chose a combination of orange and
green on the walls with bright white
shelves, along with new carpet to
give the library a fun, warm and
inviting feeling.
“I wanted to create a space that
is fun, vibrant, and full of energy”,
said Karam. “The library should be

T

he Area Health Education Centers (AHEC)
program, which focuses on primary care in
underserved areas of the U.S., is a program
for high school students interested in a possible
medical career. St. Frederick students (from left
to right) Adam Whipple, Anna Eichorn, Isabella
McJunkins, Amanda Bryant, Madison Mascagni
and Scott Bulloch participated this summer.

a place where kids love to be – to
read, of course, but also to gather, to
collaborate, to relax, to be creative.
I am so excited about how it is
coming together; it's even better
than I pictured it. I can’t wait for the
students to see their library!”

SJB Mathematicians
Take 4th Place

Legacy of Educators at JGS

S

JB Algebra students placed 4th out of 18
teams at the 16th annual Mathematics
Competition at the Louisiana School for
Math, Science and Arts in Natchitoches. The
competition consisted of both an individual
written test and a team competition.

OLF Staff Attended LEI

F

or over 50 years, Jesus the Good
Shepherd School has provided
quality Catholic education to
many in Ouachita Parish, including
many of the teachers and their
families. Several of their educators,
including assistant principal Aimee
Anthony, 3rd grade teacher Charlynn
Leehy, Kindergarten teachers Karen
McDuffie and Alex-Anne Ebert,
as well as PK3 teacher Katherine

Gilbert, 6th grade teacher Carrie
Rocconi and teacher’s aide Debbie
Wilmore, have a long standing
family lineage at JGS. Founding
members of the parish and parish
school have been parents and
grandparents of our educators. JGS
is proud to acknowledge such long
standing family traditions at the
school and the commitment of their
families and our educators.

D

r. Wiggins and Stephanie Haney
attended the LEI (Latino Enrollment
Institute) conference at Notre Dame.
This conference focused on increasing Latino
enrollment in Catholic schools.
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across the GLOBE
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

... To all people

of good will,
let us beg for
the strength to
resist the hatred
that blinds us
to our common
humanity.
– Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz

USCCB President Calls for Prayers,
Reflection, Civility and Dialogue

W

ASHINGTON—Following
the deadly attacks on police
officers in Dallas, during a
protest rally stemmed by the killings of
two men in Louisiana and Minnesota,
the president of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops extended a call to
prayer, reflection, civility and peaceful
dialogue.
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Kentucky, issued the
following statement July 8.
Let Us Gather at the Cross
A statement from Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville
President, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops
The assassination of Dallas police
officers last night was an act of
unjustifiable evil. To all people of good
will, let us beg for the strength to
resist the hatred that blinds us to our
common humanity. To my brothers
and sisters in Christ, let us gather at
the Cross of Jesus. Our Savior suffered
at the hands of humanity’s worst
impulses, but he did not lose hope
in us or in his heavenly father. Love
overcomes evil.
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The police are not a faceless enemy.
They are sons and daughters offering
their lives to protect their brothers
and sisters. Jesus reminds us, “no
one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends”
(JN 15:13). So too, the suspects in
crimes or routine traffic stops are
not just a faceless threat. They are
members of our family in need of
assistance, protection and fairness.
When compassion does not drive our
response to the suffering of either, we
have failed one another.
The need to place ever greater value
on the life and dignity of all persons,
regardless of their station in life, calls
us to a moment of national reflection.
In the days ahead, we will look toward
additional ways of nurturing an open,
honest and civil dialogue on issues
of race relations, restorative justice,
mental health, economic opportunity,
and addressing the question of
pervasive gun violence.
Let us pray for the comfort of
everyone affected and that our national
conversation will bear the good fruit of
healing and peace. •

Prayer for
Peace
O God, Creator of the
universe, who extends your
paternal concern over every
creature and guides the
events of history to the goal
of salvation, we acknowledge
your fatherly love when
you break the resistance of
mankind and, in a world
torn by strife and discord,
you make us ready for
reconciliation. Renew for us
the wonders of your mercy;
send forth your Spirit that
he may work in the intimacy
of hearts, that enemies
may begin to dialogue, that
adversaries may shake hands
and peoples may encounter
one another in harmony.
May all commit themselves
to the sincere
search for true
peace which
will extinguish
all arguments, for
charity which
overcomes
hatred, for
pardon which
disarms revenge.
– St. John Paul II,
pope

USCCB President Calls for Dialogue,
Peace in the Midst of Violence
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

W

ASHINGTON—Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville,
KY, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued
the following statement in relation
to the July 17 fatal shooting of police
officers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Full statement follows.
“Stop, no more of this!” (LK 22:51)
A Statement from Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville
President of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
I offer my prayers for the officers
and families affected by the horrible
shooting in Baton Rouge. We find
ourselves amid a prolonged prayer
of lament as we join to console the
grieving and support the suffering.
People are suffering because their
uniform is blue, suffering because
their skin is black and suffering
simply because of their station in
life.
The temptation to respond to
violence with violence is strong.
Even St. Peter himself lashed out
upon the arrest of our beloved
Savior. Jesus’ response was clear.
“Put your sword back into its
sheath, for all who take the sword
will perish by the sword” (MT
26:52). As followers of Christ, let
us always embrace love and ask
ourselves how we can best invite all
people of good will to live with us
in peace.
The reasons for so much
suffering are complex and
varied. As a society, we must
come together to address the
lingering evil of racism, the need
to safeguard our citizens from the
present danger of extremism and
the overall breakdown of civility.
As a Church, we will seek out ways
to foster this life-saving dialogue.
Answers will not come easily nor
as quickly as we need. We must

continue searching and
As we seek a dialogue that
listening until they do.
cultivates a true respect for
As we seek a dialogue
that cultivates a true respect
every human being,
for every human being, we
should also seek ways, large
and small, to be a sign of
hope in the everyday routines
of life. The next time you are
pulled over by a police officer
or walk past one on the
street, thank him or her for
time. The task of building a society
their service. For those in law
enforcement, the next time you make a upon the strong foundation of love
begins with each one of us every day.
traffic stop, thank the person for their

we
should also seek ways,
large and small, to be
a sign of hope in the
everyday routines of life.

American Greg Burke Named
Director of the Holy See Press Office
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

W

ASHINGTON—Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville,
Kentucky, president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
congratulated Greg Burke, the new
director of the Holy See Press Office,
and Paloma García Ovejero, the new
vice director. He also extended his
gratitude to Fr. Federico Lombardi who
is retiring from the post after 10 years of
service.
The appointment was publicized July
11. Full statement follows.
A Statement from Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville,
President of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
On this the 10th anniversary of
Father Federico Lombardi’s appointment
as director of the Holy See Press Office,
I am filled with gratitude for his loyal
and effective service to the Holy Father.
Father Lombardi helped spread the
Gospel throughout the world across two
pontificates. I was especially grateful to
have learned not only from his media

expertise, but also his deep love for the
Church during the six days we spent
together as Pope Francis visited the
United States.
I learned of Greg Burke’s appointment
as the next director of the Holy See
Press Office with tremendous gratitude.
He is long known to us in the United
States as a devoted man of the Church
and an unparalleled communicator.
From the Vatican’s Secretariat of State
to the Holy See Press Office, Greg has
proven himself in service to the universal
Church.
I also congratulate Paloma García
Ovejero on her appointment as the new
Vice Director, the position previously
held by Greg. She is an accomplished
journalist from Madrid and will be the
first woman to hold the position of Vice
Director.
Please join me in offering prayers for
Fr. Lombardi, Greg, Paloma, and their
calling to share the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ with all in need of hearing
the Good News. •
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Sister Celebrates 95 Years

Marriage Renewal at St. Pius X

S

ister Mary Ann Gaudin celebrates
her 95th Birthday with her Tuesday
Morning Study Group.

A

marriage renewal ceremony
was held at St. Pius X
Parish on Father’s Day
during morning Mass. The event
was organized and sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus based at St.
Pius X, and was open to all married
couples. Over 50 couples were in
attendance to reaffirm their vows,
and receive a blessing from Fr. Joe
Kallookalam. Each couple received
a commemorative certificate, signed

by Fr. Joe and Grand Knight Larry
Beaubouef. The Knights chose
Father’s Day to emphasize the
importance of marriage and family
within the Church. As part of the
ceremony, the couples recited the
‘Prayer to the Holy Family’ by Pope
Francis. Parishioners invited families
from other parishes to attend the
ceremony; and in several cases,
two and three generations were
represented.

Catholic Graduates from Tech

New Sign for St. Clement

S

t. Clement in Vivian commissioned
artist Diane Reger Purifoy to hand
paint a new sign for the church. Diane
is the sister of parishioner and Trustee Frank
Reger. The “painterly” style conveys the
peaceful presence of Christ.”

Sr. Silva Celebrated
25th Anniversary

T

he Association of Catholic
Tech Students (ACTS) at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
Ruston congratulated its Spring
2016 Louisiana Tech graduates with
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a breakfast and luncheon at the E.
Donn Piatt Catholic Student Center.
Family and friends gather to celebrate
the accomplishments of the ACTS
graduates each quarter.

S

ister Delnise Silva, a Sister of Our
Lady of Sorrows, celebrated her 25th
anniversary of Religious Life with a
Mass celebrated by Bishop Michael Duca.

CCW Pilgrimage
to Holy Door

M

embers of the Council of
Catholic Women from St.
Joseph Church in Zwolle
made a pilgrimage to the Holy Door at
the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
in Shreveport. They spent the day in
prayer, attended Mass and participated
in a rosary. They also learned the
history of the Cathedral.

Eucharistic Procession
at Sacred Heart

S

acred Heart of Jesus Church
in Shreveport held their first
ever Corpus Christi Eucharistic
Procession on May 29 with Fr.
John Paul Crispin. This event was
especially significant as a time to
thank God for the 50th anniversary
of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.

Sacred Heart and St. Patrick
Youth Assist in New Orleans

F

rom Monday, May 30 to Friday, June 3, teenagers
from Sacred Heart Parish in Oak Grove and St.
Patrick Parish in Lake Providence traveled to New
Orleans to renovate a home damaged in Hurricane
Katrina. The group worked with Youth Rebuilding New
Orleans. Participants worked hard and had fun.

SEAS Youth Go to
Steubenville South

S

t. Elizabeth Ann Seton High
School Youth Group attended
the Steubenville South Catholic
Youth Conference June 24-26 in
Alexandria, LA. Thirteen youth and
three adults enjoyed a weekend filled
with music, fellowship and faith-filled
workshops along with over 3,000
other Catholic youth.

Youth Build Stations of
the Cross at the Rock Chapel

Y

outh members from St. Pius X Parish in
Shreveport, St. Paul Parish in Minden and St.
Joseph Parish in Mansfield had a service project
day on June 18 to install outdoor Stations of the Cross at
Rock Chapel in Carmel, LA! Thanks to their adult leaders
especially Ramel Fields, Erin LeBrocq, David Saucier and
Mike Kenny!
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Free Back-to-School
Concert Event at St. Jude
Church St. Jude Parish will sponsor
a Back-to-School Concert event
on Thursday, August 4, at 7:00 p.m.
The Josh Blakesley Band is a rising
favorite on contemporary Christian
radio and at Christian Youth Rallies
around the country. This event
is free and open to the public.
Samples of the band’s music can
be heard at joshblakesleyband.
com. The church is located at 4700
Palmetto Rd., Benton. For more
information, contact Gwen Stuart,
Director of Music & Liturgy, at 318746-2508.

in the mountaintop experiences
of her life as well as the valleys. Dr.
Deregal "Dr. D" Burbank, has been
a pediatrician for over 30 years
and is from Gretna, LA. Please join
us as Dr. D shares her testimony of
her many years of serving the Lord.
Dr. D is quite a character and has
a beautiful gift of entertaining her
audience. Admission is $15 and
reservations must be made prior to
August 17 by mailing your name,
address, email with payment to
Magnificat-NOWELA at 1575 Parks
Road, Benton, LA, 71006. For more
information or questions, contact
Sandy Chapman at 318-222-0007.

8/19

9/8

15th Annual Blue Mass
The 15th annual Blue
Mass honors all law enforcement
officers, firefighters and emergency
personnel. Come support them on
Friday, August 19 at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Mary of the Pines Parish, located at
1050 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop in
Shreveport. For more info, call the
church office at 318-687-5121.

8/27

Encounter Jesus II
for High School &
Middle School Youth and Their
Adult Leaders Join with Catholic
youth from across the Diocese of
Shreveport on Saturday, August
27 for a day filled with encounter
experiences, nationally recognized
speakers, opportunities to make
friends, deepen your faith and
have Mass with Bishop Duca.
Encounter Jesus II will take place at
the Catholic Center, 3500 Fairfield
Ave., Shreveport. Register through
your church or Catholic school.
For more information, contact the
diocesan Office of Campus, Youth
& Young Adult Ministries at 318-8684441, or kprevou@dioshpt.org. You
can also visit www.dioshpt.org for
more information.

8/20

Magnificat Brunch
featuring Dr. D "For
the Joy of the Lord is your strength"
and through God's grace Dr. D has
come to know the joy of the Lord
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Society of St. Vincent de
Paul Western Deanery
Banquet Please join Bishop Michael
Duca at the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Western Deanery Banquet,
"Not Too Far From Here," a unique
night of community and music.
The Centenary College Choir will
provide music. There will be special
messages by Dr. Pat Day, Senior
Pastor at First United Methodist
of Shreveport, and L. Lawrence
Brandon, Bishop of Praise Temple

Full Gospel Baptist Cathedral. The
event will take place on September
8 at the Bossier Civic Center.
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.
and dinner by Savoie's begins at
6:30 p.m. with the program at 7:15
p.m. Individual reservations are $60
each with sponsorship options. Seats
are limited! For more information,
contact Bonnie Martinez at 318-5642587. Checks for reservations and
donations can be sent to: Society of
St. Vincent de Paul, P.O. Box 52403,
Shreveport, LA 71135.

10/22

St. Paschal Church
Herbal Harvest Arts
and Crafts Festival This free event
hosts more than 60 vendors selling
herb plants, original artisan arts and
crafts and home-prepared foods.
Bring the whole family for a fun
time. The event will take place at
St. Paschal Parish, located at 711
N. 7th St. on Saturday, October 22
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in West
Monroe. For more information about
the event or to be a vendor, contact
Pat Regan at 318-801-9138, or
patregan1@bellsouth.net. You can
also visit www.stpaschalchurch.org.

Help Gateway Give Back to St. Vincent de Paul
The Western District Society of St.
Vincent de Paul is the August 2016
recipient of the “Gateway Gives Back”
Campaign. This campaign is designed
to not only recognize a charitable
organization making a difference in
the community, but to also assist in
raising funds for the local non-profit
organization.
The Western District Society of
St. Vincent de Paul will receive $3
of the cost of every oil change at any
of the 12 Ark-La-Tex Gateway Tire
and Service Centers on each Tuesday
during the month of August 2016. The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a lay
volunteer organization that provides
emergency assistance to those in need.
Areas of assistance include, but are

not limited to,
utility bills, rent
or mortgage
payments, food,
furniture and
clothing.
The 12 St.
Vincent de Paul
Conferences that comprise the Western
District provided emergency assistance
to 13,300 people at a dollar value of
$408,388.91 in 2015.
“The society collaborates with other
people of good will in relieving need
and addressing its causes, making no
distinction in those served because,
in them, Vincentians see the face of
Christ.” Visit www.svdpusa.org for
more information.

AUGUST
SUNDAY

MONDAY

31

2016

TUESDAY

1

2

St. Alphonsus
Liguori, bishop
& doctor of the
Church

Priests
Retirement
Committee
Meeting,
Catholic Center,
11am

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3

4
St. John
Vianney, priest

St. Dominic,
priest

8

9

15

The Assumption
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

10

Protecting
St. Teresa
Benedicta of the God's Children,
Cross, virgin & Catholic Center,
6pm
martyr

16

St. Stephen of
Hungary

5

Busqueda
7 Hispanic
Youth Retreat,
Scottsville, TX
(thru 8/7)

6
The
Transfiguration
of the Lord

Busqueda / AUG 5

Deadline for
September
Catholic
Connection

14

SATURDAY

The Dedication
of the Basilica of
St. Mary Major

St. Eusebius of
Vercelli, bishop;
St. Peter Julian
Eymard, priest

7

FRIDAY

17

11		

Theology on
Tap, Red River
Brewing Co.,
Shreveport,
6:30pm

St. Clare, virgin

12

First Day of
Catholic
Schools

St. Jane Frances
de Chantal,
religious

13

St. Pontian,
pope, &
Hippolytus,
priest, martyrs

First Day of
School / AUG 15

18

Opening of
School Mass,
Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans,
8:15am & 9:30am

19

Blue Mass, St.
Mary of the
Pines, 9:30am

St. John Eudes,
priest

20
St. Bernard,
abbot &
doctor of the
Church

BLUE MASS / AUG 19

21
Sacred
Heart's 50th
Anniversary,
Sacred Heart
Church,
Shreveport,
10am

22
The Queenship
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

23

24

Theology on
St. Bartholomew,
Tap, Monago
apostle
Fieldhouse,
Monroe, 6:30pm

25

St. Louis;
St. Joseph
Calasanz, priest

26

St. Rose of Lima,
virgin

27

Encounter
Jesus II
Youth Event,
Catholic
Center, 10am
St. Monica

Sacred Heart's
50th Anniversary /
AUG 21

28

29

The Passion of
St. John the
Baptist

30

31

1

2

3
St. Gregory
the Great,
pope &
doctor of the
Church

ENCOUNTER JESUS II
/ AUG 27
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Photo of the Month

Fifty youth from across north Louisiana and Arkansas attended Just5Days
in Monroe, a five-day experience of service, hands-on learning activities,
prayer and liturgy, and community building designed for groups
of middle school youth and their adult leaders from
Catholic parishes and schools.
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