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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
by Deacon Michael Straub, Safe Environment Coordinator

“

One of the contemporary challenges in our society today is to
ensure the proper respect and treatment of children.
– Bishop William B. Friend, Catholic Connection, August 2003.

B

efore 2002, when a nationwide call was made to create safe environment
programs and policies in dioceses around the country, our diocese had
already established policies for the protection of children in January 1994.
This included a permanent review board and measures to keep children safe on
field trips, camps and youth events. With the development of a nationwide charter
for the protection of youth designed and established by the USCCB, our diocese
amended its policies to be in line with this charter and to train adults and children
on safe environment and to background check all employees and
those individuals volunteering around children. Today the
charter extends to the protection of vulnerable adults and
recognition of zero tolerance with child pornography.
This is only successful because of the many people
who have committed the time and resources to be
in compliance with these policies and help keep
children and vulnerable adults safe from harm.
Thank you to all those who make this possible. •

bishop’s april calendar
APRIL 4 Principals’ meeting; St.
John Berchmans Catholic School,
Shreveport; 9:00 a.m.
APRIL 5 Louisiana Conference of
Catholic Bishops meeting; Baton Rouge
APRIL 6 Principals’ meeting; Catholic
Center, Monroe; 9:30 a.m.
APRIL 9 Palm Sunday Mass; Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans, Shreveport;
11:00 a.m.
APRIL 11 Chrism Mass; Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans, Shreveport; 6:00 p.m.
APRIL 13 Mass of the Lord’s Supper;
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 6:00 p.m.
APRIL 14 Living Stations; Forsythe Park,
Monroe; 10:00 a.m.
Good Friday Service; Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans, Shreveport; 3:00 p.m.
APRIL 15 Easter Vigil; Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans, Shreveport; 7:45 p.m.

The Diocese of Shreveport complies with Virtus’s
Protecting God’s Children program. Classes are
offered every second Wednesday of the month
at the Catholic Center in Shreveport. To report
child sexual abuse by a cleric or church worker in
the Diocese of Shreveport, call Glennda Lawson.
Hotline is 318-294-1031 and your local law
enforcement agency.
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”

APRIL 19 Confirmation; St. Thomas of
Aquinas Parish, Ruston; 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 20 Louisiana Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Governor’s Luncheon;
Baton Rouge

APRIL 22
Confirmation;
St. Jude Parish,
Benton; 5:00 p.m.
APRIL 23
Confirmation; St. Mary of the Pines
Parish, Shreveport; 9:00 a.m.
Holocaust Remembrance Service; First
Baptist Church, Shreveport; 3:00 p.m.
APRIL 25 Confirmation; St. John the
Baptist Parish, Many; 6:00 p.m.
APRIL 26 Confirmation; Christ the King
Parish, Bossier City; 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 27 13th Annual St. Frederick High
School Warriors Wear It Well Style Show
and Luncheon; Monroe Civic Center,
Monroe; 11:00 a.m.
APRIL 28 Episcopal Ordination of
Bishop-Elect Louis Kihneman, III;
Cathedral of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Biloxi; 2:00 p.m.
APRIL 29 Confirmation; St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish, Shreveport; 4:00 p.m.
APRIL 30 Confirmation; Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Shreveport;
9:00 a.m.
Confirmation; St. Joseph Parish,
Shreveport; 3:00 p.m.
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la reflexión Del Obispo
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

Hablar de Manera Caritativa, Confiable y Gozosa

C

RISTO HA RESUCITADO! ¡Y EN VERDAD RESUCITO!
Siempre he sentido como que falta algo en el saludo del tiempo
de Pascua. Parece que el saludo común es “Felices Pascuas”,
pero ese saludo se siente tan pequeño para la celebración de este evento
tan glorioso de nuestra fe. También se siente un poco seglar o mundano
igual que los saludos comunes como “que tengas un buen día.” El saludo
de Pascua yo creo que es grandioso y tiene su origen en las tradiciones
Católica y Ortodoxa. Este saludo es una proclamación cuando me acerco
al prójimo diciendo “¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” y el prójimo
da su respuesta, “¡Y EN VERDAD RESUCITO!” este saludo no es
simplemente para desearle al prójimo que se divierta sino más bien es una
PROCLAMACION que fluye y nos lleva al centro del misterio de nuestra
fe en Cristo Resucitado de entre los muertos para nuestra salvación.
“¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” “¡Y EN VERDAD RESUCITO!”
Esta proclamación puede ser difícil de adoptar en nuestras vidas ya que
la religión es considerada como algo privado en el mundo de hoy. Hasta
podemos algunas veces ser tímidos y no hablar dar nuestra razón religiosa
por algún desacuerdo en una conversación de grupo, como el aborto o
inmigración, por ejemplo. ¿Cuál es la razón religiosa a la que me refiero? Es
una razón que DIOS nos ha otorgado, a través de Jesucristo, por ejemplo,
que debemos respetar lo sagrado de la persona humana, dar la bienvenida
al extranjero y vestir al desnudo. Creemos que Dios nos ha mostrado lo
que es bueno, lo que está bien y lo que está mal. Lo Moral no es solamente
un invento humano, sino una aplicación de los Diez Mandamientos de
Jesus’ de “amarse los unos a los otros como yo los he amado.” Podemos
parecer inocentes y anticuados pero aun así no debemos quedarnos en
silencio. Dios está siendo sacado de nuestra cultura y de nuestra moral
social. Debemos hablar, caritativamente, con confianza y gozo de las
verdades que son la fuente de DIOS.
“¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” “¡Y EN VERDAD RESUCITO!”
Simplemente diciendo esta proclamación de Pascua fuerte, aun
diciéndonosla a nosotros mismos (en voz alta es importante) nos causará
sentir una nueva energía, un modelo de bondad del gozo y valentía que
debemos tener para proclamar la Buena Nueva. “Felices Pascuas” es una
buen saludo pero como muy general que podría salir de la boca casi
sin pensarlo, y no precisamente algo que dé una respuesta substanciosa
esperada. No podemos proclamar “Cristo ha Resucitado,” FUERTE, sin
ser atraídos hacia el misterio de nuestra fe, sin dar un testimonio público
de nuestra fe, sin considerar lo que verdaderamente creemos y como se ve
reflejado en nuestras vidas.
“¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” “¡Y EN VERDAD RESUCITO!”
Practicar esta proclamación de Pascua nos recuerda que somos todos
llamados a compartir nuestra fe y a no avergonzarnos. Todos somos
llamados a ser ¡LA SAL DE LA TIERRA! El mensaje que llevamos es
la esperanza de proclamar en Jesús, el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida, que
fue resucitado de entre los muertos para salvarnos de la obscuridad del
pecado y para arrancarnos el puñal de la muerte. En Jesus tenemos la
4 Catholic Connection

verdadera esperanza que da a nuestras vidas un
eterno significado, una esperanza que ni siquiera
la muerte puede destruir. Este mismo Dios viene
a nosotros en la celebración de la Misa como
comida Eucarística, Su verdadero cuerpo y sangre
para fortalecernos a llegar a ser más cada día
como Cristo. Este es el corazón de la Iglesia, es
nuestra proclamación, nuestra esperanza y nuestro
testimonio en la manera que vivimos nuestras
vidas. Este es el testimonio que necesitamos
llevar a los lugares donde nos desenvolvemos, en
nuestra vida social y en las conversaciones que
nos encontramos diariamente. Ser sal para la tierra
es llevar a Dios en nuestras vidas, en nuestras
opciones, en nuestra moralidad y en las guías y
leyes de nuestra ciudad, estado y nación.
“¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” “¡Y EN
VERDAD RESUCITO!”
Los desafíos ante la iglesia de hoy nos llaman
a reflexionar sobre si nuestra fe católica es solo
un título general que influye en nuestras vidas
o si nuestra fe Católica es en verdad algo que
apreciamos con un amor que influye en nuestra
vida completa al ser testimonio en la manera que
vivimos. Sean testigos de su fe en su vida. No
solamente esperen una Feliz Pascua, sino que oren
también por la fe en Jesús Resucitado de la muerte
y en Su iglesia que nos mueve a proclamar:
“¡CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!” Y a esto
yo felizmente respondo “¡Y EN VERDAD
RESUCITO!” •

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

Speak Charitably, Confidently & Joyfully

C

“

HRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
I have always been at a loss for how to greet people at Easter. I
suppose the default common greeting is “Happy Easter,” but that
has always seemed too small for so wondrous a Solemnity of our Faith. It is
also a little secular, mundane like “Have a nice day.”
The greeting I believe is big enough is the one above
that comes out of the Eastern Catholic and Orthodox
traditions. This Easter greeting is proclaimed as I
approach the other and I say, “CHRIST IS RISEN!”
and then the response of the other is, “HE IS RISEN
INDEED!” This greeting is not a simple desire
that the other will have a good time, but rather a
PROCLAMATION that flows out of and draws us
Bishop Duca
into the center of the mystery of our faith in Christ
Risen from the dead for our salvation.
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
This proclamation though can be hard to adopt in our lives since religion
is considered a private matter in today’s world. We may even shy away
at times from bringing up a religious reason for disagreeing with a point
of view in a group conversation, such as abortion and immigration, for
example. What is the religious reason that I am speaking of? It is a reason
GOD has passed on to us, through Jesus Christ, for example, that we are
to respect the sacredness of the human person, to welcome the stranger and
to clothe the naked. We believe that God has shown us what is good, right
and wrong. Morality is not just a human enterprise, but also an application
of the 10 commandments and Jesus’ command to “Love one another as I
have loved you.” We can be considered naïve and behind the times, but we
cannot be silent. God is being stripped out of our culture and our social
morality. We must speak
We cannot proclaim "Christ
out, charitably, confidently
is risen," OUT LOUD, without
and joyfully about the
truths that find their source being pulled into the mystery
in GOD.
of our faith, without giving
CHRIST IS RISEN!
public witness of our faith...
HE IS RISEN INDEED!
Simply saying this Easter
proclamation out loud, even to ourselves (out loud is important), will cause
us to feel a new energy, a model of the kind of joy and courage we should
have to proclaim the Good News. “Happy Easter” is a good greeting, but
a somewhat generic one that can come off the tongue almost without
thinking, and is certainly not expecting a substantial response. We cannot
proclaim “Christ is risen,” OUT LOUD, without being pulled into the
mystery of our faith, without giving a public witness of our faith, without
considering what I truly believe and how it is reflected in my life.
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
To proclaim this Easter proclamation reminds us that we are called to
share our faith and not be ashamed. We are to be the SALT OF THE

EARTH! The message we bring is the hope we
proclaim in Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life,
who was raised from the dead to save us from the
darkness of sin and to take away the sting of death.
In Jesus we have the true hope that gives our lives
an eternal meaning, a hope that not even death
can destroy. This same Lord comes to us in the
celebration of the Mass as Eucharistic food, His true
body and blood to strengthen us to become more like
Christ each day. This is the heart of the Church, it
is our proclamation, our hope and our witness in the
way we live our lives. This is the witness that we need
to bring back into the marketplace, our social lives
and into the discussions we find ourselves in every
day. To be salt for the earth is to bring God back
into our lives, our choices, our morality and into the
policies and laws of our city, state and country.
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
The challenges before the Church today are calling
us to consider whether our Catholic faith is just a
generic title that has little influence in our lives or
whether our Catholic faith is something that we
embrace with a love that influences our whole lives
and that we give witness to in the way we live. Give
witness to your faith in your life. Do not just hope
for a Happy Easter, but rather pray for a faith that is
willing to proclaim Jesus Risen from the dead, OUT
LOUD!
“CHRIST IS RISEN!” And to that I gladly
respond, “HE IS RISEN INDEED!” •
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mike’s meditations
by Mike Van Vranken

Who is Life? Jesus.

Seeing Life, Seeing Jesus, in the Incarcerated

V

ery early in the Bible, God tells us he has set before us life and
death, and to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19). Our human
instincts force us to ask the question: “What
is life?” Consequently, for the last several thousand
years, we have argued the answer to that query; in
our country even taking it to the Supreme Court for
a resolution.
I am convinced after all these millennia of warring
over this debate, we’ve been asking the wrong
question. It’s not “What is life?” The proper question Van Vranken
is “Who is life?” Life is not a thing; it’s a being. But,
it’s not just any being. Much later in the Bible, Jesus tells us: “I am the
way, and the truth and the life” (John 14:6). The question is “Who is
life?”, and the answer is “Jesus!” And if Jesus is life, then life includes
all who Jesus is: his compassion, his mercy, his love, his peace, his
infinite nature, and his mystery. To choose life is to choose Jesus.
Now, take a deep breath and let’s gaze on one issue where our
perspective on life (Jesus) might need a little refocusing. With your
eyes closed, imagine the Holy Trinity looking down on the earth,
paying particular attention to the United States. As they gaze on us
scurrying around in our busyness, they notice that about 2.2 million
adults are in American
How does the life (Jesus)
jails or prisons, and
another 4.8 million are
in you treat the life
on probation or parole.
That’s about 7 million
(Jesus) in the prisoner?
human lives (Jesus) they
see in our correctional
system. As they look closer at those incarcerated, they see solitary
confinement, hard labor, abuse and even some on “death row.”
Our impulse now is to move on, but let’s sit in this reality for
a while. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are surveying how we
rehabilitate criminals. How we integrate their lives (Jesus) back into
ours. In this meditation, we don’t forget, Jesus is life. Our God is
surveying how we treat life (Jesus) in our prison system and how we
reconcile life (Jesus) back into our communities.
As I experience this image, I hear God whisper to me: “How does
the life (Jesus) in you treat the life (Jesus) in the prisoner?” I hear Jesus
say: “Whatever you do to the least of my people, you do to me.” That
passage makes a little more sense to me now that I realize Jesus is the
very essence of life. I continue to think about all who Jesus is.
Jesus (life) is reconciliation. Just how important was reconciliation
to Jesus? It was “to die for.” Am I willing to die a little to reconcile
the life (Jesus) of a prisoner back to society? Am I eager to reach out
in some way to help rehabilitate the life (Jesus) of someone who is
incarcerated right now? Am I encouraged to share Jesus (life) with a
6 Catholic Connection

woman or man who is confined to a small cell in a
prison right now?
Engaging in this meditation might make us a
little uncomfortable. Picturing the Triune God
observing how we treat life (Jesus) in jail could
cause us to squirm a little. But, if we choose life, we
choose Jesus. And, equally true, if we choose Jesus,
we choose life.
As we continue our Christian journey of
transformation, it would be good to come back to
this meditation again and again to see how God
might be calling us to transform by showing how
we choose life (Jesus) or don’t choose life (Jesus) in
our correctional system.
And, as we revisit this image of Jesus as life, he
may ask us to contemplate other ways we choose
life (Jesus) in our society. Such issues as: war,
genocide, euthanasia, physical and mental torture,
subhuman living conditions, poverty, immigrants
and refugees, prostitution, human trafficking,
health care, and many other concerns, including
abortion. When we do anything to harm a life –
and especially to end life, we are indeed harming
Jesus – and even ending Jesus.
So, the next time you say: “I’m pro-life,”
remember, God has set before us life and death.
He asks us, in every situation, to choose life, to
choose Jesus. •
Mike is a writer, teacher, and co-author of the book,
Faith Positive in a Negative World. You can contact
him at www.mikevanvrankenministries.org

in REVIEW
reviewed by Jessica Rinaudo

Feeding Your Family's Soul

A

s Lent approached this year, I
struggled not with what I would
give up, but with what I could do
to bring my faith more fully into my daily
life. It’s easy to mutter a prayer at bedtime,
half asleep, after surviving another day of
work and taking care of four children. It’s
much harder to carve out a time in my
busy life to actively learn more about my
faith and share it with my family.
As I prayed about it, a review copy
of Feeding Your Family’s Soul by DonnaMarie Cooper O’Boyle found its way onto
my desk. After a quick flip-through, I
knew this book was my answer.
Feeding Your Family’s Soul is meant to
be a tool for re-claiming your dinnertime
and your spiritual life with your family.
Broken into 52 chapters, one for each
week of the year, O’Boyle asks that you
bring this book to the dinner table. Each
chapter contains a prayer to be read aloud
by a family member; a “Dinner Table
Teaching;” reflection questions that invite
response from the whole family; a closing
prayer to pray together and a prayer to
pray throughout the week during dinner.
There is also a Theme Extension option,
which includes a tangible way for family
members to live their faith during the
week. And as a fun bonus, this book is
chock full of delicious recipes!
Armed with Feeding Your Family’s Soul,
I went home and prepared to engage
my four young children and husband in
faith discussion. Although the book says
you can mix up the chapters as you see
fit, we started at the beginning with the
discussion on “Loving Your Neighbor.”
After saying the prayer, I let everyone
start eating while I read the teaching and
asked reflection questions. My six-year-old
immediately and enthusiastically jumped
into the discussion, bringing to the table
some surprising and thoughtful wisdom.
Even my three-year-old had suggestions
for ways to be kind to others. And while

by Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle

my two-year-old twins didn’t have much
to bring to the conversation, I was pleased
that they could witness our prayers and
listen to all of us joyfully talk about God,
Jesus, the saints and being kind to others.
My six-year-old was only disappointed
that there weren’t more questions to
discuss, so we decided to take on the extra
credit assignment of learning more about
St. Teresa of Calcutta and discuss her life
over the course of the week, and even
make the soda bread listed in the chapter.
Topics covered in the book range from
saintly wisdom to Gospel lessons and
practical ways to live your faith everyday
to explanations of sometimes confusing
aspects of the Catholic Church like the
Communion of Saints, for example.
Recipes too range from pizza and cookies,
to salmon and side dishes – most with an
eye to picky eaters.
And lest you think this book is just
meant for young children, be assured that
the prayers and discussions are applicable
for toddlers to teenagers and yes, even we
parents who sometimes think we already
know it all.
In her introduction to the book,
O’Boyle says that she and Mother Teresa
formed a 10-year long friendship and their
discussions gave her fresh insight into
some things many of us take for granted.
“Mother Teresa told me that my
children were very fortunate to live in a
family. She was accustomed to picking up
abandoned children out of dustbins and
taking care of them,” said O’Boyle. “She
often spoke about the importance of
being present to one’s family and of being
sure that all of the needs are met there in
the heart of the home before going off
to serve God someplace else – whether
it be on a committee, in a mission, or
wherever.”
Feeding Your Family’s Soul is a fantastic
tool for helping to meet the spiritual needs
of all the hearts in your home. •

“... St. John Chrysostom tells
us that we can pray fervently
anytime. He encourages us
to think about God and to
speak to Him as we go about
our day – even when we are
very busy. Our busy times
might even be when it is most
important to remember to
converse with Him.”
– Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle
in Feeding Your Family's Soul

Visit www.thecatholicconnection.org to
view a free chapter from this book and
to download a prayer card from
Feeding Your Family's Soul.
Feeding Your Family's Soul is availble to
borrow from the Slattery Library inside
the Catholic Center, and available for
purchase from ParacletePress.com
and Amazon.com.

April 2017 7

faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Time to Close My Eyes and Leap

I

recently stumbled upon a young
12-year-old contestant on a talent show
singing “Defying
Gravity.” Initially she
was shy, grasping her
hands together as one
of the panelists asked if
she was nervous. Then
she opened her mouth
Long
and it was absolutely
otherworldly, a
transformation.
Let’s face it, Lent is easy: do this, don’t
do this, think about not doing this.
We have a three-fold guide of prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Easter, on the
other hand, is harder for me: joy, bliss,
rejoicing, trust, transformation. With 50
days of less directed joy, sometimes I find
myself counting down the days until we

get back to Ordinary Time.
Back to the song. A bit of the lyric
is, “Something has changed within
me, something is not the same, I’m
through with playing by the rules
of someone else’s game. Too late for
second guessing, too late to go back
to sleep... time to close my eyes and
leap.”
I realized this is what we do at
Easter, we defy spiritual gravity and
suddenly, we are free. Peter, Thomas
and Judas are no longer directing
our steps; we trust, we lean forward and
gravity is no longer our province.
Life is a gradation – that’s what this
young girl showed me when I heard her
sing, when I heard her give me a message
from the God who created our voices and
music and celebrates when we use them!

Pavlova
Ingredients:
• parchment paper
• 4 extra large egg whites (not
a single amount of yolk can filter
through)
• pinch of salt
• 1 cup sugar, sifted
• 2 teaspoons cornstarch
• 1 teaspoon white wine vinegar
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1/2 teaspoon almond extract
• Your choice of fillings: fresh fruit,
whipped cream, pudding
Directions:
1) On a parchment sheet, trace a
nine inch circle, turn over and place
on a baking sheet (circle is visible
but pencil marks not in contact with
food).
2) Place egg white and salt in the
bowl of an electric mixer fitted with
a whisk attachment. Beat on high
speed until firm. SLOWLY add the
sugar and beat until peaks are firm
and shiny.
8 Catholic Connection

3) Remove bowl from mixer and
sift cornstarch onto the whites. Add
vinegar and extracts and fold in with
a rubber spatula.
4) Pile the meringue into the middle
of the circle on the parchment
paper, making a basic disc shape
and mound the sides up to form a
bowl shape.
5) Bake at 250 degrees for 1 and
1/2 hours. DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR
NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU ARE
TEMPTED. Turn oven off after time has
elapsed. KEEP THE DOOR CLOSED to
allow the pavlova to cool completely
in the oven an hour minimum or even
overnight!
6) The outside will be crisp and
even cracked in some spots, but that
is the desired consistency. Carefully
invert on a platter and gently peel off
parchment paper.
7) Turn over and fill with any of
the following: fresh fruit, whipped
cream, pudding or your favorite
combination! Slice as if you are slicing
a pie!

Now to the kitchen. Tradition reigns
supreme with holiday menus, but lately
I have felt restless. The old recipes no
longer call my name, I wanted to walk
down a new road. So, I have foregone
my chocolate cake made only for Easter
Sunday. This year I tried a Pavlova.
Meringue has never been my
first choice, but I wanted to try this
dish which illustrates transformation
beautifully: egg whites, sugar and trust.
While this is baking, you cannot open the
oven door. When cook time is over and
you turn off oven, you still cannot open
it. Let it cool overnight; close your eyes
and walk away, trusting that the recipe
will work. It did. When I brought this
dish, resplendent on a gold platter and
basking in trust and Easter dinner glory,
the skepticism plastered on the faces
gathered round the table melted when
they sank their teeth into the first bite.
They were transformed.
Trust has never come easily to me,
but now I am beginning to believe. I
have leaned forward and am flying this
Easter season. I know I will land. I know
I cannot stay “up on the mountain of
transfiguration,” but for now I am defying
spiritual gravity. “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not to your own
understanding.” •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Offer Christ Our Deepest Ruts

B

“

ehold, I stand at the door and
knock; if any one hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come
in to him and eat with him, and he with
me.” (Revelation 3:20)
The Holy Spirit has
been hitting me over the
head with this verse for a
while. I was giving a talk
and took a sharp turn off
my outline to quote it
without thought. Then
Sciba
it appeared in a book
I’m reading. A priest drove it home in his
homily. The heavenly hint was coming in
loud and clear. Speak, Lord. Your servant is
listening.
Andrew and I hit a rut in our marriage
a while back. It was as if we didn’t know
how to interact anymore. Our emotional
intimacy was zapped and what was usually
a truly great connection better resembled a
legal partnership: matter-of-fact with zero
warmth. The awkwardness was frustrating
and bled over into how I related to our
kids. I was short and emotionally distant.
It’s not a unique situation. When we’re in
pain or maybe just routine, keeping loved
ones at arm’s length feels easier. Marriage
and family - they’re blessings in themselves,
yet it takes no effort for us to succumb
to ruts. The open-heart vulnerability
characteristic to a new relationship tends
to fade after years together. We can even
lose a bit of zeal for our children over time.
It’s natural to grow accustomed to what is
common in our lives, but we don’t have to
shrug and adapt ourselves to relational ruts.
When I consider the above verse in light of
family, I’m sure the Lord has other desires
for us.
“If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him...”
Jesus will come in. And when he does,
he’ll transform and make new that which
seems impossible and hackneyed. It
reminds me of Zacchaeus in the Gospel
- the tax collector skeptical yet curious

Invitation to
Christ: the

Anima Christi

“Behold I stand at the door and
knock…” Christ’s words from
Revelation are resolute and
hopeful. In opening ourselves to
Jesus, he will give us the graces to
get out of seemingly harmless ruts
and to receive healing for deep
pain. Pray the Anima Christi.
Though traditionally recited after
receiving Holy Communion,
praying it at other times offers
a sincere invitation to Christ to
come in and take over.

about Christ and when he opened his
door to allow Jesus in, his old vices were
transformed into selfless virtue.
What if we could open ourselves to
Christ and offer him the deepest ruts, the
hardest wounds we have and let him make
us vibrant again? It’s a little spiritually
daunting - most of us would like to stick
with what we know, even if it’s painful; but
we need conversion.
Andrew and I were able to overcome our
walls by sheer grace. We prayed together
longer and with more intention than
before. We went to confession regularly. We
needed change in how we related to each
other, to our kids and most of all, how we
connected with Jesus. We needed trust
that Jesus will do what he says he will do.
But we needed to open the door.
Praise the Lord for this period of
Lent and Easter, nearly a hundred days
designated to fasting from the world and
rejoicing on what God himself has given
and deemed valuable.
Change from the norm can be
uncomfortable, but the bliss and peace
on the other side of that transformation
is certain. Pray for the grace to open your
heart - even just a crack - to the change
Jesus will bring. •

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from Christ's side, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within Thy wounds hide me.
Suffer me not to be separated
from Thee.
From the malicious enemy
defend me.
In the hour of my death call me
and bid me come unto Thee
that I may praise Thee with Thy
saints and with Thy angels
forever and ever.
Amen.

Katie Sciba is married to Andrew and
together they have four children (with
another one on the way). She is the
author of thecatholicwife.net.
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from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

Rise, Victorious, Above Temptation
Angelus 3.5.17

T

he temptations of Jesus during
his 40 days in the desert were
the theme of
the Holy Father’s
meditation
before praying
the Angelus with
the faithful and
pilgrims present in
St. Peter’s Square
Pope Francis
on March 5.
The episode, narrated by St.
Matthew, takes place in a precise
moment in Jesus’ life: immediately
after his baptism in the river Jordan
and before his public ministry, and he
confronts his declared enemy, Satan,
face to face.
“The devil appeals to his title of
‘Son of God’ to dissuade Jesus from
fulfilling his mission … and suggests
that he perform miraculous gestures
– that he be a ‘magician’- such as
transforming stones into bread to
satisfy his hunger, and throwing
himself from the walls of the temple
to be saved by the angels. These two
temptations are followed by a third:
to adore him, the devil, to have
dominion over the world.”
With these three temptations,
Satan seeks to divert Jesus from the
way of obedience and humiliation,
“because he knows that on this way
evil will be defeated – and lead him
on the false shortcut of success and
glory. However, the devil’s poisonous
arrows are all deflected with the shield
of the Word of God, which expresses
the will of the Father. Jesus does not
say a word of his own: he responds
only with the Word of God. And thus
the Son, filled with the strength of the
Holy Spirit, emerges victorious from
the desert.”
10 Catholic Connection

“During the 40 days of Lent, follow
in Jesus steps and face the spiritual
combat against the Evil One with the
strength of the Word of God. Not
with our word, which is useless, but
with the Word of God: that which
has the strength to defeat Satan.
Therefore, it is necessary to draw
confidence from the Bible: to read it
often, meditate on it and assimilate it.
The Bible contains the World of God,
which is always current and effective.”
“It has been said,” continued
the bishop of Rome, “What would
happen if we treated the Bible as we
treat our mobile phone? If we always
carried it with us, or at least a small
pocket Bible, what would happen?
If we went back to look for it when
we forgot it, if we opened it several
times a day; what would happen if
we read God’s messages contained
in the Bible as we read our phone
messages? The comparison is clearly
paradoxical, but it makes us reflect.
If we had the Word of God always in
our heart, no temptation would be
able to estrange us from God and no
obstacle would be capable of making
us deviate from the path of goodness;
we would be able to overcome the
daily suggestions of evil that are in
us and outside us; we would be more
capable of living a resurrected life
according to the Spirit, receiving and
loving our brothers, especially the
weakest and most in need, and also
our enemies.”
“May the Virgin Mary, perfect
icon of obedience to God and of
unconditional trust in His will,
sustain us on our Lenten journey, so
to listen in docility to the Word of
God, to undertake a true conversion
of the heart.” •

In theWords

of

Pope Francis

“What helps in the growth of faith is
keeping together one’s own sin, the
desire for the good of others, the help we
receive and what we must give. It does
not serve to divide: it has no value to feel
perfect when we carry out our ministry
and, when we sin, justify ourselves with
the fact that we are like all the others. We
must unite these things: if we strengthen
the faith of others, we do so as sinners.”
(Pope's Meeting with the Clergy of his
Diocese, 3/2/17)
“The mark of the ashes with which we
set out reminds us of our origin: we were
taken from the earth, we are made of
dust. True, yet we are dust in the loving
hands of God, who has breathed His
spirit of life upon each one of us, and still
wants to do so. He wants to keep giving
us that breath of life that saves us from
every other type of breath: the stifling
asphyxia brought on by our selfishness,
the stifling asphyxia generated by petty
ambition and silent indifference – an
asphyxia that smothers the spirit, narrows
our horizons and slows the beating of
our hearts. The breath of God’s life saves
us from this asphyxia that dampens our
faith, cools our charity and strangles
every hope. To experience Lent is to
yearn for this breath of life that our
Father unceasingly offers us amid the
mire of our history.” (Pope Imposes Ashes
at the Basilica of St. Sabina, 3/1/17)
“The Lenten exodus is the path by which
hope itself is formed. The fatigue of
crossing the desert – all the hardships,
temptations, illusions, mirages – all this
serves to forge a strong and steadfast
hope, modeled on that of the Virgin
Mary, who in the midst of the shadows
of the passion and the death of her Son
continued to believe and to hope in his
resurrection, in the victory of God’s love.”
(General Audience, 3/1/17)

navigating the Faith
by Dianne Rachal, Director of Worship

The Origin of Palm Sunday

Fresco on the north wall of the nave in Trinity Chapel in Lublin. The Entry into Jerusalem.
by Hans A. Rosbach

“

T

hey took palm branches and went out to meet him, and cried out: ‘Hosanna!’”
(Jn 12:13).
The Sixth Sunday of Lent is “Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord.”
This liturgy will unite two commemorations: that of the entrance of Jesus into
Jerusalem and that of his passion. All four gospels recount Jesus’ messianic
entry into Jerusalem in triumph as the people wave palm branches and shout,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the king of Israel.”
Palm branches were used to welcome great conquerors. The Hebrew word
“Hosanna” means: “(O Lord), grant salvation.” Within days, the crowd will
shout, “Crucify him, crucify him!”
The diary of Egeria, pilgrim to the Holy Land, tells us that at the beginning of
the fifth century the Christians of Jerusalem used to gather in the early afternoon
on the Mount of Olives for a lengthy liturgy of the word. Then, toward evening,
they would go in procession into Jerusalem, carrying palm branches or olive
branches. This rite was soon esteemed and imitated in other Churches of the East.
As for its spread in the West, the name Palm Sunday occurs in Spain and Gaul
around 600, but there is no procession with the palms. In these countries, the
sixth Sunday of Lent was devoted to the giving of the symbol (the Creed) and
the anointing of catechumens. Because of this the gospel for the Mass of the day
was taken from John 12, which tells of the anointing at Bethany. But the passage
continued on to the story of the entrance into Jerusalem. For this reason the
Sunday soon acquired the name Palm Sunday, although there was as yet no special
ceremony in commemoration of the event.
The custom of blessing the “palm branches” is attested around the middle of
the eighth century in the Bobbio Sacramentary. Since palm and olive branches
were obtainable only in southern countries the custom was early introduced of
blessing the green and blossoming branches of other trees.
People fastened the branches to crucifixes in their homes in order to protect the
residents from any adversity. They saw palms and the Church’s blessing as a form
of intercession for God’s salvation and help against many threats.
At the end of the eighth century there was an increasing number of witnesses

to a procession with the palms. The hymn
Gloria, laus et honor (“All glory, laud and
honor”), which Bishop Theodulf of Orleans
composed for the purpose, soon became a
fixed part of the ceremony. In the Middle
Ages the procession became increasingly
dramatic and theatrical. The presence of
Christ in the procession was symbolized either
by a cross or by the Book of the Gospels. In
Germany the so-called Palmesel was often
used. This was a wooden donkey on wheels,
bearing on its back a figure of the Savior. The
medieval custom was to gather at a church
outside the city walls for the blessing of
the palms and then go in procession to the
principal church of the city. This procession
has been revived in a sense in the new Holy
Week Order of 1955.
Today’s procession on Palm Sunday is
not intended to be a historically faithful
representation of the entrance of Jesus, but
is rather a public profession of a discipleship
inspired by faith and grateful love. The
congregation assembles at a secondary
church or in some other suitable place. The
priest greets the community and gives an
introduction to the meaning of the procession
with palms, and then blesses the branches.
After the branches have been sprinkled with
holy water, the passage of the entrance of
Jesus is read from one of the four gospels. The
procession forms and songs and antiphons are
sung as the people process to the church.
The Mass of Palm Sunday receives its
stamp from the gospel pericope. It consists of
the passion narrative from Matthew, Mark or
Luke, depending on the three-year cycle. The
theme of the redemptive suffering of Jesus
also dominates the other parts of the Propers,
except for the entrance antiphon, which voices
the jubilation felt at the messianic entrance of
Jesus into Jerusalem.
Because the palms are blessed, they are
now sacramentals, which “are sacred signs
instituted by the Church. They prepare [us] to
receive the fruit of the sacraments and sanctify
different circumstances of life” (CCC 1667).
Sacramentals should be treated with respect
and never be thrown away. Palms may only be
burned or buried. •
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second COLLECTIONS
by Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General

Second Collections for April
Priesthood of Jesus Christ, and Duane Trombetta
THE CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
THE
will
be ordained to the Transitional Diaconate.
Additionally, Kevin, Raney, Nicholas, Kelby, Omar,
Jeb and our future seminarians are counting on our
help. Please continue to generously support our
Diocese of Shreveport Church Vocations Collection.

STRENGTHENING

the

CHURCH AT HOME

The Diocese of Shreveport seminarians are supported by the Diocese of Shreveport
Church Vocations Collection.

A

s we approach Holy Week and the great event of Our Lord’s
Resurrection at Easter, I hope you are remembering your CRS Rice
Bowl. I thank those of you who started and are finishing strong. I
encourage those of you who have faltered, please re-start.
I invite those of you who never began to start today. It’s
not too late to unite yourself to the Lord and His people
in need. To all of you, please joyfully present your Rice
Bowl to the Lord on Easter Sunday knowing in your
heart that He takes kindly and personally whatever you
Price
did for the least of His brothers and sisters.

PONTIFICAL GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND
Announcement Dates: April 2nd & 9th
Participation Dates: Good Friday, April 14th

T

he Pontifical Good Friday Collection supports the people of the Holy
Land and the pilgrims who visit. A portion of the funds are directly
allocated to educational and ecclesial projects in the Middle East. The
rest of the funds support ministries and programs entrusted by the Holy See
to the Holy Land Franciscans who have been serving there for 800 years.
Your contribution to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection makes you
an instrument of peace in a troubled land. Thank you for your sacrificial
offering on Good Friday, the day of our Savior’s redeeming sacrifice.

DIOCESE OF SHREVEPORT CHURCH VOCATIONS COLLECTION
Announcement Dates: April 2nd & 9th
Participation Dates: April 15th & 16th Easter

T

he Diocese of Shreveport Church Vocations Collection is one of the
visible manifestations of our prayers for vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and vowed life of men and women religious. In two
months the Master of the Harvest will bless us with two more laborers for
His harvest. In June, Deacon Fidel Mondragón will be ordained to the
12 Catholic Connection
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CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
Announcement Dates: April 9th & 16th
Participation Dates: April 22nd & 23rd

T

he Catholic Home Missions Appeal is the work
of the Bishops of the United States to provide
pastoral ministries which our faithful need.
More than 40 percent of the United States has been
designated by our bishops as mission territory. In
these mission territories, dioceses and parishes are
struggling to provide basic spiritual and pastoral care
to the Christian faithful. Your sacrificial giving to the
Catholic Home Missions Appeal makes living and
receiving the Catholic faith possible for those in our
mission dioceses.
Our own Diocese of Shreveport is one of these
mission dioceses. We work diligently with the
resources available to us to provide for the pastoral
needs of those in and especially outside our two
major urban centers, Shreveport/Bossier City and
West Monroe/Monroe. Thank you for contributing
to the Catholic Home Missions Appeal that makes
Mass, the sacraments, religious education, ministry
training for priests, deacons, religious sisters and the
laity available to the majority of our country. •
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General, is the Director of
Second Collections.

vocations View
by Raney Johnson

Seminarian Encounters Christ's Mercy at Prison

D

uring my summer assignment
at St. Jude Church in Benton,
I was encouraged by Fr.
Jerry Daigle to go to David Wade
Correctional Center in Homer,
LA. Initially, going to David Wade
intimidated me because I did not
know anything about prison ministry.
However, the first trip I made to David
Wade put me at ease. I discovered a
group of men just as eager to learn
about their faith as my brother
seminarians and me, so I shared with
them my faith and the theology I
learned in my first year of seminary.
After the first visit, I returned to David
Wade each Wednesday with Van
Sanders and Deacon Burt Ainsworth.
These two men teach a class at David
Wade every Wednesday along with
Top: Advent dinner for prisoners
other volunteers, and I learned much of sponsored by St. Jude Parish. Bottom:
what I know about ministering to those Seminarian Raney Johnson visited David
Wade Correctional Center during his
in prison from the two of them (see
summer assignment at St. Jude Parish.
page 14 for their story).
of my second year of seminary and share
During the summer, the classes at
with the men in the class my experiences
the prison focused on the Year of Mercy.
in Poland and the connection between
Many of the discussions dealt with
my experiences there and the Year of
learning about how God’s mercy comes
Mercy.
to all despite the sins of humanity, and
During my Christmas break, I again
through the mercy of God, we return
visited David Wade and shared with the
to Him by acknowledging our sin and
men how my summer experiences with
asking for forgiveness in the way of the
them influenced me during the first
prodigal son in Luke’s gospel.
semester of my second year in seminary.
After my trip to Poland for World
As I reflect on the time I spent at
Youth Day, I had the opportunity to visit
David
Wade, I realize the importance
David Wade one last time before the start

of prison ministry, not just in bringing
Christ to the prisoners by visiting them,
but also by bringing Christ to them in his
Sacraments and sharing in those sacraments
with them.
One of my favorite moments of visiting
David Wade involved attending the
celebration of the Mass with prisoners
who are isolated from the rest of the prison
community for various reasons. Here I saw
God’s work of mercy in action. Despite the
isolation of these men from others, they
still longed to be in communion with God
and the universal Church. The men at
David Wade have the chance to receive the
Sacrament of the Eucharist at Mass once
a month on the first Wednesday of the
month, and knowing this fact, my desire to
attend daily Mass for frequent communion
increased. In the same way, my desire to
one day bring Jesus Christ, especially in his
most Blessed Sacrament, to those in prison
in my future priestly ministry greatly
increased.
Pope Francis constantly encourages
us to go out to those on the edges of the
Church, and one of those important edges
is going to those who are in prison. Prison
ministry is also important because visiting
those in prison is one of the corporal works
of mercy. I would encourage any person
interested to try out prison ministry,
and I thank the men and women who
are already sharing Christ by visiting,
offering classes, bringing the Sacraments
or providing music ministry to those in
prison. Similarly, I want to thank the men
in prison who allowed me to serve them
throughout last year with each visit I made
to David Wade, because through them I
was able to encounter Christ and the love
he has for everyone. •
Interested in a vocation to the
priesthood or religious life? Contact Fr.
Matthew Long, Director of Vocations,
318-868-4441, or mlong@dioshpt.org.
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Weakness

In my
is
my Strength
Answering the Call to
Prison Ministry
by Jessica Rinaudo

G

od often calls us to serve in unexpected ways. We resist, shrug it off, tell
God that it’s too hard, but the Lord can be persistent and surprising. It can
be especially challenging to answer the call to service when that service is
something as intimidating as prison ministry.
Deacon Burt Ainsworth was introduced to prison ministry
by Fr. Richard Pusch, an Air Force priest. “Fr. Pusch was like a
brother to me. Over the years, I started going to the prisons with
him. When he died, I made a commitment that I would follow
him as much as I possibly could,” said Deacon Burt.
The diaconate and the Air Force pulled Deacon Burt away
from prison ministry for a time, but after retirement, he pursued
it again. One evening, prison minister Holly Wilson invited
Deacon Burt to join her at David Wade Correctional Center.
That evening, after Bible study was over, Holly surprised
everyone, including Deacon Burt, by announcing that she was
retiring from prison ministry and he would be taking over.
“Lord, you know I can’t do this by myself,” said Deacon Burt.
“Please, if it’s possible, send me some help.”
Van Sanders was living in Albuquerque, New Mexico when
the Lord started tugging at him. His wife was very involved with
prison ministry and wanted him to join her, but he wasn’t ready.
Then one day Van’s priest, Fr. Doug Mitchell, spoke to him after
reconciliation, “Out of the blue, he said, ‘Have you ever thought
about prison ministry?’” Van recalled.
Fr. Mitchell’s invitation put Van on the path to prison
ministry. He first visited a prison geriatric unit, and then became
part of “Encounter,” a weekend-long faith event for men in jail.
Van, born in New York, eventually moved to Louisiana to be
14 Catholic Connection

near his wife’s family. As a member of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Shreveport, Van received an email from his
deacon asking if he might be interested in helping Deacon Burt
Ainsworth with prison ministry.
And just like that, Deacon Burt’s prayers for help were
answered by way of Van Sanders. Now the two of them, along
with Mary Morgan and Chris Leach, work together to serve the
men of David Wade Correctional Center. Both Deacon Burt
and Van see themselves as instruments of the Lord, insisting that
the important part of prison ministry is allowing Christian men
to come together inside the walls.
Every Wednesday, Deacon Burt and Van travel to David Wade
to lead Bible study or assist with Mass.
“When we started out about a year ago, we had about five
or six guys in the class,” said Deacon Burt. “Now we’re up to
just under 20. We talk about how the Gospel of John affects
our lives, and how it talks to them especially… It’s their
conversation. We’re not trying to put anything into them.
What’s there, we’re trying to draw it out.”
Van added, “Sitting in the classroom, it’s not just Catholic
men. … So the men have these books they can study. When
they come in, they’re primed and ready to go. We sit, and we
talk. … We don’t always have the ready answers, so sometimes
lessons last three or four weeks. Deacon asks them, on occasion,

to write prayers, which is really good because
ways other ministries help prisoners’ families.
that’s another way of developing them as
“One time I was doing prison ministry
men. They also have prayer cards and prayer
and also working with St. Vincent de Paul.
requests. We bring the prayer requests out and
... Then we had an Encounter weekend and
put them on the altar.”
one man had a really hard story to tell. He
Deacon Burt emphasized that recruiting
told his story. And then on that Saturday
men to join them in Bible study is extremely
night, he broke down and started crying. He
difficult. “This is something that’s very
asked, ‘Is there anyone here who works with
important for people on the outside to
St. Vincent de Paul?’ And there were three
understand. Why can’t you get more people
of us… And he said, ‘I especially want to
involved in prison ministry? It’s because for
thank you guys because of what you did for
those who don’t believe in the Gospel, who
my family. You didn’t know me, and I didn’t
don’t believe in Christ, they see these guys as
know you, but you helped my family survive
weak, so the men who attend Bible study get
while I’m in here.’”
Above: Van Sanders and Deacon
picked on tremendously. … They really put
Van later added, “A lot of times there are
Burt Ainsworth. Below: Deacon Burt
up with a lot just to come to this class.”
men and women who leave their family
Ainsworth greets a prisoner at David
Wade Correctional Center during an
“We tell them, you’re a Christian
because they are incarcerated and the family
Advent dinner at the prison hosted by
community,” added Van. “As a Christian
does time with the men or the women
St. Jude Parish.
community your job is to evangelize the
who are in prison. And so, it’s like when
other 1,200 men in this compound. And
they get locked up, the family gets locked
the prisoners say, ‘They look at us as being
up. And if the one who gets locked up
weak.’ I said, ‘Remember what Paul says, ‘in
is the breadwinner, then the family is
my weakness is my strength,’ so you just keep
going to struggle. And that’s where St.
doing what you’re doing.’”
Vincent de Paul can come in and they
Deacon Burt and Van have met many men
can find those people who have someone
who have done terrible things over the course
that’s incarcerated and they can help that
of their service in prison ministry. If it seems
particular family.”
like it would be difficult to minister to these
Deacon Burt added that when men
men, it’s even harder for the prisoners to allow
get ready to leave prison, often the only
themselves to be seen as worthy of forgiveness.
clothing available to them is whatever they
Van shared a story that has stuck with him
had on when they entered jail. – usually
that is especially relevant and powerful during
it’s a sweat suit or an old pair of jeans.
the Lenten and Easter season.
There is a real need for decent clothing.
“During Lent, in New Mexico, we would always show The
Recently Catholic Charities provided clothing to David Wade
Passion of the Christ, and there’s a scene in it where Jesus is all
including sports coats, slacks, dress shirts and shoes. Because
chained up, and he’s walking up the steps with two guards on
men re-entering society are required by law to have a permanent
both sides. And when we were inside the prison chapel doing
residence and a job, these clothes go a long way in helping men
the lessons, you could look out the chapel windows and see the
prepare for a new life. Consider donating these types of clothing
men in yellow, the men in segregation. And as they moved, they items to Catholic Charities.
always had to have the belly chains, the ankle chains, the wrist
By listening to God’s plan for their lives, Deacon Burt and Van
chains. They were all chained up. And I would tell the men,
have not only helped those inside prison walls, but have been
‘Look outside the window, because remember we’re all made in
transformed and challenged in their own spiritual lives.
the image of God, now look at that man, look at all those people
“Some of the prisoners come at us really hard because we’re
around him. Who does that remind you of?’ Some would guess, Catholic, but what’s amazing is that when they come at you,
some wouldn’t know, but one would always say, ‘That’s Jesus.’
you have to be able to look at them say, ‘I understand what
That’s exactly how Jesus was presented to Pilate. Remember one
you’re saying, but look in the mirror, because guess what? When
thing: Jesus has so much in common with you and you have so
you look in that mirror and see your image there, remember
much in common with him. Yes, he did not sin, but we do and
that’s the image of God, because you’re made in His image and
we did. Remember that he knows your pain and when you think He loves you. He loves you with all His heart, no matter what
of your mother, remember the Blessed Mother knows what it’s
you do. If you come to Him seven million times asking for
like to have a son on death row.’”
forgiveness, He’s going to forgive you seven million times.’”
“You begin to realize that yes, they’ve committed crimes and
There are many ways to answer a call to prison ministry –
they’ve done some things that are bad,” said Van, “but God
whether it’s inside or outside the walls. Talk to your parish
forgives them. All they have to do is ask for that forgiveness.”
priest or deacon, or contact Deacon Burt Ainsworth at
But going inside the walls of a prison and working directly
deaconbainsworth@gmail.com, Van Sanders at saintdismas2@
with those inside is not everyone’s calling. Van shared a story of
gmail.com, or Deacon Clary Nash at cnash@dioshpt.org. •
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local NEWS
Jo Cazes Retires, Leaves Legacy at SJB School
by Kelly Phelan Powell

A

fter 44 years spent changing
the lives of students, Jo Cazes’
own life will take a happy turn
when, at the end of the school year, she
retires from her distinguished career as
an educator and school administrator.
The Principal of St. John Berchmans
Catholic School in Shreveport for the
last 12 years, Cazes will leave SJB a much
better place than when she found it.
The school’s many lofty achievements
during her tenure (just one example: SJB
has won the Science Olympiad State
Championship for eight years running)
are due to many factors and tremendous
effort on the part of teachers and staff,
but one of the most profound and lasting
changes Cazes made was asking students
to step up and take ownership in every
aspect of their school. The results have
been consistent academic excellence,
improved facilities and a better organized
place to learn, teach and work.
When Cazes’ career began at
Alexandria Senior High School in
Rapides Parish, she never imagined
that she would spend the majority of
her career in Catholic schools. The
Lord, however, decided that Catholic
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schools were exactly where she needed
to be. Looking back, she marvels at how
perfectly all the pieces fit together that
led her to St. John Berchmans. “I’ve often
thought of writing a book,” she said,
“and I’d call it, Connect the Dots.” The
past Louisiana Environmental Science
Teacher of the Year and Regional Teacher
of the Year moved from Alexandria
to New Orleans with her husband
Geoffrey’s career, and the family landed
in Birmingham, AL in 1984. Throughout
each move, she made a point to continue
her education with graduate courses and
professional development. “Every time
we moved, I went to school,” she said.
During her time in Birmingham,
Cazes was Principal of Our Lady of the
Valley Catholic School. It was at OLV
that she first became involved with
Science Olympiad, the organization that
would become one of her finest legacies
at St. John Berchmans. In 1995, she
became Assistant Principal of Curriculum
at John Carroll Catholic High School, a
position she accepted on one condition:
she wanted to teach a class. She remained
at John Carroll for a decade. After her
son settled in Shreveport, she and her

husband decided to keep the family
close and moved.
Upon arriving in Shreveport,
she met with Frank Israel, former
Principal of Loyola College Prep,
who connected her with Sister Carol
Shively, Superintendent of Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Shreveport.
Shively hired her as a consultant for St.
John Berchmans, doing professional
development and teacher observations.
“I fell in love with the teachers,” she
said. She accepted the Principal position
in 2005, and she’s been leading the
school forward ever since.
One of Cazes’ greatest
accomplishments for the school has been
its total physical renovation. Together
with Fr. Peter Mangum, Rector of the
Cathedral, the school has had a major
facelift with summer projects every
year since 2006. Some of those projects
include new floors, walls and lighting
in the multi-room and cafeteria, a
renovated office area and computer lab,
a new playground, an elevator and, most
recently, a brand new parish hall and
library and technology center.
Assistant Principal Jennifer Deason,
will succeed Cazes, and Trey Woodham,
recently awarded Regional Coach of the
Year, will be the new Assistant Principal.
Together they will continue to build a
lasting legacy and quality education at
St. John Berchmans.
In retirement, Cazes hopes to spend
more time with her three grandchildren,
and there’s no doubt she’ll continue her
lifelong love of learning. “I continue
learning from everyone I meet,” she said.
There will be a retirement reception
in her honor after the 11:00 a.m. Mass
on Sunday, April 30 in the Parish Hall
at St. John Berchmans. All are invited to
attend and say farewell to the Principal
whom the school will miss nearly as
much as she will miss it. “I love this
school,” she said, and it shows. •

Catholic Community Volunteers
Resources to Help Flood Victim
by Bonny Van

Clockwise from left: Mrs. Harris outside
her home; Students from Loyola
College Prep volunteered to remove
debris from Mrs. Harris' yard; Roofer
Jay Murrell volunteered his services to
give Mrs. Harris a new roof.

O

n Tuesday, March 8, 2016,
the skies opened up on North
Louisiana. “It rained a long
time,” says 89-year-old Shreveport
resident Lizzie Harris. “And, I heard it
in my back bedroom when all the sheet
rock had come down.” That’s when she
knew her aging roof was no match for
the deluge.
By the weekend, the National
Weather Service in Shreveport reported
over 20 inches of rain in some areas.
“It started to leak in the bedroom
and in the kitchen and then in another
bedroom,” Harris says. “Every time it
rained, I put out buckets and pans to
catch the water.”
Harris and her husband moved into
her small bungalow when it was built
in 1959. “We had a new roof put on in
1983, but after my husband passed, I
couldn’t afford a new one.”
Like many residents who suffered
damages from the flooding, Mrs. Harris
qualified for disaster assistance from
FEMA. Jean Woods, Disaster Case
Manager for St. Vincent de Paul, was

assigned Mrs. Harris’ case. “The wind
and rain had caused a lot of damage to
the shingles on her roof,” says Woods.
So, Woods began calling roofers to get
a bid on the work. “The cost, with labor
and materials, was $3,600 and it was
more money than they could come up
with,” says Jay Murrell, owner of Pintail
Roofing in Shreveport. “So, I sent two
workers to lay tarps on the roof to keep
the rain out, but that only lasted for twoand-a-half months.” But, Murrell could
not stop thinking about Mrs. Harris and
her situation.
“I’ve been broke before and had a
leaky roof. Every time it rained I was
scared, so I empathized with her,” says
Murrell. “Sometimes, the Holy Spirit
comes to me in different places and I
just felt moved to do something for Mrs.
Harris.”
Murrell contacted a fellow roofer, who
was able to get the shingles donated.
Together, they shared the cost of labor
and other materials to get the job done.
“Now, Mrs. Harris has the best roof in
the neighborhood!” However, there was

still more work to be done.
“When Jay repaired
the roof, we went into the
backyard to take pictures
and saw a tree had fallen
in the yard,” says Woods.
That’s when the wrestling
team from Loyola College
Prep jumped in to help.
The team practices at
St. Catherine Community
Center, where the office of the SVDP
Disaster Services Division is located. I
asked Ms. Woods if we could help them in
any way so she told us about Mrs. Harris,”
says Loyola wrestling coach Darrick
Roberson. “Wherever we can get involved
in the community, we do.”
It took one Saturday afternoon for
students Reese Ebarb, Eli Poole, Alan
Hedrick and Jonathan Durel and Coach
Roberson to cut up the tree and remove
other debris from the backyard. “There
were also leaves piling up, so the kids raked
and bagged up the leaves and hauled it
out,” says Roberson.
Still, the work continues for Mrs. Harris.
“I just helped her fill out an application
with FEMA to get funds to repair a leak
under her house,” says Woods. “She needs
foundation work and more work inside to
clean up the damage from the flooding.”
For many residents, the aftermath and
the cleanup of the March 2016 flood has
been a life changing experience; and, for
some, in very unexpected ways. Coach
Darrick Roberson also plans to continue
his team building with more community
service projects. “They loved it! We’ll
definitely do more activities like that in the
future. And, we’ll try to open it up to the
rest of the school to get others involved.”
For Jay Murrell, communication is
underway with area roofers and contractors
to help other needy residents through
SVDP’s Disaster Relief Program. “I hope
to work on other projects like this one. You
know, from a seed a giant oak will grow,”
said Murrell. “There are a lot of needs out
there. Jesus said, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ And, he really means that.” •
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Volunteers Care for Orphans
Through Pick It Forward
by Jamie Jett

P

ick It Forward (PIF) for Orphans
is a small nonprofit organization
that has accepted the challenge
to do what they can for orphaned and
foster children on behalf of the service
of Christ. The support of many has
allowed them to be the heart, hands,
feet and voice for God’s children at
multiple orphanages and many in
the Louisiana foster care system. In
particular, God called them to put
significant time, effort and love into
Trisker Orphanage – an orphanage out
in the middle of a field in Boquete,
Panama. Last year, after resources
became available through a variety of
fundraising events, Pick It Forward
hired Kathy Gaitan to serve as their
sponsored missionary.
In spring 2016, the PIF leadership
felt led to plan for its first mission team
to travel to Panama. Over the years,
several board members went on trips
to Panama with other church groups,
helping out where needed. However, in
March 2016, the group felt it was time
to go! In June, a few board members
traveled to Boquete, Panama to begin
the plans for the first PIF mission trip,
scheduled for February 2017.
PIF members had some ideas of what
they might do during our first official
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mission trip in 2017, but quickly,
within two days of their arrival in June
2016, the Holy Spirit changed their
vision for the trip. He aligned the
leadership at Trisker Orphanage,
Youth With a Mission (YWAM)
and Pick It Forward with the
shared vision to build and equip a
classroom at Trisker! That is a tall
order for a board of 10 women, but
each of them knows God is capable
of making it happen if they step
out in faith!
The classroom will give hope to
these young girls. It will provide
space for sewing machines, a
kitchen, a small library and a small
area with computers. Christ wants
a way to touch these girls so that
they can provide for themselves
when they leave Trisker Orphanage.
If they can learn to read and write,
sew, cook, speak English or learn
computer skills, they will be better
prepared to find work and not be just
released from Trisker Orphanage at 18
years of age, unprepared with no hope
of a future.
So, God through the Body of Christ
raised enough money in five months
to build and equip the classroom!
Pick It Forward set off on February

4, 2017 with a three ring binder, 20
missionaries and suitcases full of supplies
on its first ecumenical mission trip to
Boquete, Panama. The team was made
up of missionaries from St. Jude Catholic
Church, Word of Life, Word of God,
First Baptist in Haughton and the Simple
Church.
There were three goals for the team to
accomplish in five days:
1. Build a classroom at Trisker
Orphanage. 2. Provide a summer Vacation
Bible School camp for the children as the
classroom was being built, and 3. Take
blankets, hats, gloves, stuffed animals and
dental hygiene items to the Ngobe people.
This team was unique. There were
members from all age groups – teens to
60’s – with a multitude of gifts to share,
including two Spanish-speaking members!
The team worked hard and met every goal
God assigned to them.

“He supplied us with outcomes
above and beyond what we could have
imagined,” said founder Jamie Jett.
“A special thank you to Father Pike
Thomas, who was the team member who
participated in every way despite being
unable to attend. His prayers and support
helped make the team effort the best it
could be.” •

Desire to Serve Brings New
Employee to Catholic Charities

Divine Mercy
Sunday Activies

by Lucy Medvec

by Julia Doolin

C

atholic Charities of North
Louisiana welcomes a new
member to its staff with the
hiring of Joe Bulger as case manager.
Joe will be working with Carl Piehl,
CCNLA Financial Education and
Emergency Assistance Director, to assist
clients in the areas of financial education
and coaching, emergency assistance,
enrollment of state benefits and share
teaching duties of the weekly Money
School financial education class.
A graduate of the University of Notre
Dame, Joe first came to Shreveport on
a youth mission trip with the People
of Praise organization. He spent two
weeks building houses and working a
summer camp in the Allendale-Lakeside
neighborhood. The People of Praise is
a community where Christians from
diverse church backgrounds can share
life, work, prayer and mission while still
maintaining active membership in their
local congregations. After graduation, he
took two years off to do missionary work
in Indianapolis and Evansville, IN, while
returning to Shreveport in the summer
to help with the camps and assist with
renovating houses.
In 2014, Joe moved to Shreveport for
good and currently lives in AllendaleLakeside with other People of Praise
members. He worked alongside
other missionaries to consult and
interview residents of the Lakeside
community regarding the formation of

a neighborhood school. After knocking
on almost 300 doors and speaking
with residents of 223 homes, it was
determined that the support was there
to open Praise Academy in 2015, with
an initial enrollment of eight students.
Currently there are 13 students in grades
Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd
and 6th. The school will eventually serve
students through the 8th grade.
When asked why he moved to
Shreveport in 2014, Joe explains “It was
the people I encountered here during
previous trips and the good friends I
made on the mission team that made me
want to live in Shreveport.”
He enjoys living in the AllendaleLakeside area because he feels a sense of
community there where people know and
help each other.
As case manager for Catholic
Charities, Joe looks forward to helping
people, especially when it comes to
bringing a sense of order to their lives.
Through the Money School and financial
education coaching sessions, he wants to
help clients navigate the systems that are
in place in order to take control of their
lives. Overall, he wants to bring hope and
confidence to the people who come to
Catholic Charities for assistance.
Joe is a member of the Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans where he also sings
in the choir every Sunday. Catholic
Charities is blessed to welcome him as a
member of the team! •

T

he first Sunday after Easter is the
Feast of Divine Mercy. This year,
that date falls on April 23. The
devotion to the Divine Mercy began
spreading throughout the world in
the 1930’s and is based upon private
revelations to a young Polish nun, now
known as St. Faustina. The message is
not a new one, but is instead a reminder
of what the Church has always taught
through Scripture and tradition: That
God is merciful and forgiving and
that we, too, must show mercy and
forgiveness. But the message of the
Divine Mercy devotion calls people to
a deeper understanding that God’s love
is unlimited and available to everyone
– especially the greatest sinners. In
a decree dated May 23, 2000, the
Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments stated
that “throughout the world the Second
Sunday of Easter will receive the name
Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial
invitation to the Christian world to face,
with confidence in divine benevolence,
the difficulties and trials that mankind
will experience in the years to come.”
Taking the declaration of the feast day a
step further, the Apostolic Penitentiary
announced on August 3, 2002, that in
order “to ensure that the faithful would
observe Divine Mercy Sunday with
intense devotion, the Supreme Pontiff
himself established that this Sunday be
enriched by a plenary indulgence…so
that the faithful might receive in great
continued on page 21

April 2017 19

The Harm of Pornography and
Hope Beyond Addiction: Spouses
Series written by Katie Sciba under guidance of Fr. Sean Kilcawley, STL

T

his is the third article in a four-piece
series on pornography; the first two
can be found in the January and March
2017 editions of the Catholic Connection
and at www.thecatholicconnection.org.
Because pornography addiction is
more prevalent in men and spouses of
addicts are more commonly women,
the respective pronouns he and she are
used. Regardless, pornography addiction
is found in both men and women, and
spouses of addicts can be husbands as
well as wives.
“Pornography use within marriage
severely damages the spouses’ trust and
intimacy both because of the pornography
use itself and because of the deception and
lies usually involved in one spouse hiding
[…] behavior from the other” (Create in Me
a Clean Heart, USCCB).
Wedding vows carry significant
implications. The words “I take you as my
husband...” and “I take you as my wife...”
convey acceptance of the whole person, and
the conjugal act is a reiteration of the vows
through the body. There is no love without
truth, and so there must be truth in the
marriage bond.
Pornography is an obvious problem
for the addict, yet leaves some spouses
struggling to put their finger on why its
use causes so much pain. St. Paul says our
bodies are not our own, but belong to our
spouses. “The wife does not have authority
over her own body, but the husband does…
likewise also the husband does not have
authority over his own body, but the wife
does” (1 Cor 7:4). The reason many spouses
feel betrayed when they discover their
partners’ pornography use is that the addict
uses what rightly belongs to their spouse in
isolation for personal pleasure or emotional
regulation. Masturbation and pornography
violate truth in the marriage bond because
they withhold sexuality from the spouse.
Conjugal love is the most concrete
manifestation of the gift of self promised
on the wedding day, and any misuse of our
sexuality is a violation of the wedding vows.
The rollercoaster of pornography
addiction inflicts feelings confusing enough
to make a wife feel legitimately crazy. The
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fantasy involved in pornography leaves a
spouse feeling rejected both physically and
relationally. There’s often a strong sense of
fight or flight, leaving her wondering what
she needs to do — whether she and her
husband should try counseling or if she
should leave altogether.
The hopelessness and helplessness are
isolating. It’s common for the wife of a
pornography addict to distance herself from
her husband or conversely, to experience
hyper-bonding – the inclination to cling
to him emotionally and physically. She
may detach socially because she feels alone
in her husband’s addiction or “because
her marriage no longer feels safe,” says Dr.
Kevin Skinner, Certified Sexual Addiction
Therapist. “If the most intimate relationship
she has doesn’t feel secure, there’s a resulting
general distrust of others.”
The stress can manifest physically
and neurologically leading to insomnia,
depression, anxiety, and chronic
melancholy. “I see a lot of eating disorders
among women, or there’s a tendency to
become hyper-focused on exercise because
they feel the need to compete,” said Dr.
Skinner. “There’s an ensuing chronic fatigue
because the body is in a state of constant
stress…if a wife is in fear of her husband
acting out, that she’s not being told the
truth, it increases her fight.”
With all of the above occurring within
one person, it’s no wonder many spouses of
addicts develop Betrayal Trauma or PostTraumatic Stress Disorder as a result.
Betrayal Trauma and PTSD involve
recurrent, intrusive thoughts, memories or
dreams that won’t go away; avoiding people,

situations or locations she previously enjoyed
or places that may trigger anxiety; a negative
mood and the tendency to be hyper-vigilant
of her husband’s behavior.
The pain is real. Coping with a spouse’s
addiction to pornography is an emotional
and psychological burden that often goes
unvalidated because the appropriate role of a
spouse is difficult to discern. Questions like
“How am I supposed to feel? What do I say?
Am I crazy? Am I not enough? Is our whole
marriage a lie?” can make balance in her
mind and relationship hard to achieve.
“You have to be able to understand what
you’re experiencing,” said Dr. Skinner. “If
you don’t understand, you can’t recover.”
The healthiest action a wife can take is
to seek help. “A pornography addiction
is not only ‘his problem.’ Beginning her
own healing is a way to further healing
in the marriage,” says Fr. Kilcawley, STL,
theological advisor for IntegrityRestored.
com. As with addicts, seeing a Certified
Sexual Addiction Therapist (CSAT), a
spiritual director and having communal
support is the most effective way to begin
and continue recovery. Local CSATs can be
found through IITAP.com.
Through recovery, the spouse of a
pornography addict will learn to heal
within herself and with her husband; and
the greatest hope comes in knowing God is
present to open the hearts of both husband
and wife to restore them to love and peace. •

Resources – Books

• Treating Trauma from Sexual Betrayal:
The Essential Tools for Healing
by Dr. Kevin Skinner
• Shattered Vows: Help and Healing for
Women Who Have Been Sexually Betrayed
by Mark and Debra Laaser
• Your Sexually Addicted Spouse: How
Partners Can Cope and Heal
by Barbara Steffens and Marsha Means
• Mending a Shattered Heart
by Stefanie Carnes

Resources – Online

• BloomforWomen.com
• AddoRecovery.com
• YouTube.com/addorecovery
• s-anon.org
• The Integrity Restored Podcast
• The Betrayed, The Addicted, The Expert
Podcast
• Love Rice Podcast by Bloom for Women

Embrace Life and Age with Joy
by Sr. Martinette Rivers, OLS

W

e all know that some people
enjoy life more than others,
but why can’t we all enjoy the
journey? Fully alive human beings see a
beautiful world and smile as they taste
the deliciousness of every moment. Their
laughter helps them to be open to the
whole human experience, wonder, awe,
tenderness and compassion. There’s color
and joy in their lives, and the sounds of
laughter and celebration. They are fully
open to pain and pleasure. They dream,
love, hope, cry and laugh. Others ask,
“What’s in it for me?” Abraham Lincoln
said, “People are about as happy as they
decide they want to be.” You get what
you put in it.
If you have no joy in your religion,
there’s a leak in your Christianity
somewhere. My joy and experience
of God as a Catholic nun has been
deepened as the years pass me by. I like
living with people who I can laugh with
as I grow older. These good laughs keep
me very human. Laughter is so infectious
and helps me discover the unknown. Not
only do I enhance my life with prayer
and laughter, but it reminds me of a
Roman candle exploding and bursting
with sparkling lights and spreading its
light in all directions. Pretty good image
don’t you think? It relieves our lives of
stressful moments and enriches others so
much.
I tend to agree with Frank Loyd
Wright, “The longer I live the more
beautiful life becomes.” Our aging should
motivate the world and those around us

because we continually look for the joy
that keeps us motivated. Each moment
of our day is shaping us for heaven
tomorrow.
Pope Francis said, “The joyful heart
always grows in freedom.” Keep the
channels of your heart open and let it
laugh, let it cry. Don’t bottle them up; let
them flow freely.
What is it like to wake up each
morning thanking God for another day
and being filled with joy? Certainly it’s
not just about having more fun, but
a “turning towards others” and being
totally engaged with the world.
“The more we turn towards others, the
more joy we experience, and the more joy
we experience, the more we can bring joy
to others. The goal is not just to create
joy for ourselves but, as the Archbishop
[Desmond Tutu] poetically phrased it, ‘to
be a reservoir of joy, an oasis of peace, a
pool of serenity that can ripple out to all
those around you,’” The Book of Joy.
Aging is the one thing that happens
to everyone. We are here today and gone
tomorrow. That does not mean we can’t
be fruitful or productive. We are walking
on God’s sacred, aging ground. There
is nothing we have that He hasn’t given
us. We must dazzle the Lord moment
after moment by planting spiritual seeds
of love, laughter, joy, peace, kindness,
gratitude, prayer, helpfulness, service of
any kind and positive thinking.
As we age, time flies. Let’s make haste
while we have time left! I can almost see
God smiling at us as we age day by day. •

Divine Mercy Sunday Activites continued
from page 19

abundance the gift of the consolation of
the Holy Spirit.”
With regard to the plenary indulgence
associated with Divine Mercy Sunday,
the usual conditions apply: sacramental
confession (typically several days
before or after the indulgenced act),
Eucharistic communion, and prayer
for the intentions of Supreme Pontiff.
The faithful are asked to gather in any
church or chapel, in a spirit that is
completely detached from the affection
for a sin, even a venial sin, take part in
the prayers and devotions held in honor
of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence
of the Blessed Sacrament exposed or
reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our
Father and the Creed, adding a devout
prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g.
“Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!”)
This year, two parishes in the
Diocese of Shreveport are providing an
entire weekend of Divine Mercy events.
On Saturday,
April 22, 2017,
Fr. Michael
Gaitley of the
Marians of the
Immaculate
Conception,
will present a
Divine Mercy
Fr. Michael Gaitley,
MIC, will present
Retreat at the
Divine
Mercy Retreat
Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans. Doors open at
8:00 a.m. Register for the retreat at
www.marian.org. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation will be offered at the
end of the retreat. In preparation for
the retreat, it is recommended that
participants read the book 33 Days to
Merciful Love by Fr. Michael Gaitley,
MIC.
On Sunday, April 23, St. Joseph
Church, located at 211 Atlantic
Avenue in Shreveport, will host a
holy hour in honor of Divine Mercy
Sunday. The holy hour will begin
promptly at 2:30 p.m. and will include
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy as well as
veneration of the Divine Mercy image.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available immediately following the
holy hour. •
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Good Friday
A Reflection on the Memory of
Way of the Cross Father Bernadine Hahn
19th Walk for Justice

by Kathy Lenard

by Brian Burgess

A

s Americans we are called to
stand with justice, yet it is
not often that we have the
opportunity as an individual to make
a clear and decisive public statement
in support of this essential virtue. This
Good Friday, April 14, you have such
an opportunity! We invite you to
join others throughout Shreveport in
proclaiming justice and mercy in a very
public forum by a special “Way of the
Cross” that seeks to unite the suffering
of Christ with the suffering that exists
in the world today.
This Good Friday remembrance will
begin at 9:00 a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church on Texas Street in
downtown Shreveport. Local social
justice and service organizations will
offer prayers, hymns and reflections at
each of the 14 stations. Participants will
walk a little more than a mile through
downtown Shreveport while stopping
at various sites (stations). This annual
devotion focuses on the passion of
Christ as reflected in the eyes of those
who suffer abandonment, abuse, illness
and poverty – those in need we are
called to serve.
The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul is the sponsoring group. Those
interested in attending this ecumenical
service should gather by 9:00 a.m. on
Good Friday in the parking lot of the
First United Methodist Church. The
service will last approximately an hour
and 40 minutes and ample parking is
available at the church. •
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I

am blessed to have known Fr.
Bernadine Hahn. He instructed and
mentored me at a crucial time in
my life. We developed a bond, a truly
treasured friendship, for which I am
forever grateful.
Fr. Bernadine was the priest at Our
Lady Help of Christians (OLHC) in
Bastrop, LA for more than 20 years. He
was the principal at the school, father,
teacher, mentor and friend to everyone he
met. Fr. Bernadine could always be found
helping the less fortunate, trying to make
the quality of life better for everyone at
the church and school, as well as in the
community which surrounded the church
and school. I served as President of the
PTO and treasurer of the Sisters of the
Holy Family under his tenure.
Fr. Bernadine is the reason I became
Catholic, and the reason my husband and
children became Catholic. He seemed
to always be there for his parishioners
and students. He would appear around
the city of Bastrop, blessing homes,
counseling, assisting and enjoying a
day fishing. My fondest memory of Fr.
Bernadine is of him being adamant about
building a new church. He pioneered the
construction of the new OLHC church
and subsequently the Father Pat Memorial
Gymnasium during his tenure in Bastrop.
However, his accomplishments were
significant in every community he served.
He accomplished many good deeds
during his time on earth.
When his time ended in Bastrop,
he packed his things, and with all of

us in his heart, he moved to St. Louis.
However, we never lost touch with
each other. During the time he was
still driving he would visit Bastrop,
rekindling friendships and memories
of old. Even though his visit was for
pleasure, he spent his time blessing
homes. He never missed an opportunity
to bless a home, item or grave. That’s the
type of priest that he was, faithful and
faith-filled. “Father B” was a wonderful
person who will always have a special
place in my heart and those of many
individuals in the Bastrop community.
Fr. Bernadine lived to be 101 years
old. I had the opportunity to visit him
the year he turned 100. My current
pastor, Fr. Lijo Thomas, had heard so
much about him that he wanted to
meet him in person. A group of us
visited St. Louis. What a wonderful
trip and experience it was to be with
Father B again. He said Mass for us
and accompanied us to our site-seeing
excursions. We had lunch and dinner
with him and shared photos of his time
in Bastrop.
Fr. Bernadine entered the Franciscan
Order in 1936 and was ordained a
priest in 1943. He was a Franciscan for
80 years and a priest for 74 years! All
of us in Bastrop mourn the loss of Fr.
Bernadine Hahn.
Fr. Lijo Thomas, Fr. Al Jost, OFM and
Fr. Thomas Elavumkal, CMI presided
over a Memorial Mass celebrated for Fr.
Bernadine Hahn at St. Joseph Parish,
Bastrop on February 15. •

hispanic NEWS
por Rosalba Quiroz

¡Resucitó!

Calendario del Mes de Abril

as principales Fuentes que
atestiguan el hecho de la
Resurrección de Cristo son
los cuatro evangelios y las epístolas
de San Pablo. Según San mateo, Él
se apareció a las mujeres, y luego
nuevamente lo hizo en una montaña
en Galilea. Según San Marcos, fue
visto por María Magdalena, por los dos
discípulos de Emaús y los Once antes
de su Ascensión a los cielos. Según San
Lucas, caminó con los discípulos hacia
Emaús, se apareció a Pedro y a sus
apóstoles reunidos en Jerusalén. Según
San Juan, Jesús se apareció a María
Magdalena, a los diez apóstoles el día
de Pascua, a los Once una semana más
tarde, y a los siete discípulos en el Mar
de Tiberiades. Según San Pablo Jesús
fue visto con Cefas, con los Once,
con más de 500, con Santiago, con los
apóstoles, y finalmente con él mismo.
(1 Cor 15, 3-8)
Relatos evangélicos sobre eventos de
la Resurrección:
María Magdalena, María la Madre
de Santiago, y Salomé que llevaban
especies para ungir el cuerpo de Jesús.
Inquietas por la remoción de la piedra,
sin saber nada de la guardia oficial del
sepulcro. (Mt 28, 1-3; Mc 16,1-3; Lc
24,1; Jn 20,1). El ángel que con su
brillo atemorizó a los guardias y los
hizo salir corriendo; rodó la piedra y se

9 Domingo de Ramos

L

11 Misa Crismal, Catedral de St. John
Berchmans, Shreveport, 6p.m. (el
Obispo bendice los Santos
Oleos que el clero usa durante todo el
año para los Sacramentos.
13-15 Triduo Pascual (Pasión, Muerte
y Resurrección de Nuestro Señor
Jesucristo)
16 Domingo de ¡La Resurrección de
Nuestro Señor Jesucristo!
22 Escuela de Certificación Pastoral para
Laicos, Parroquia de Cristo Rey, 9
am – 5 p.m.
29 Segunda reunión de preparación para
búsqueda # 8. Centro Católico 11
a.m. – 4 p.m.

sentó por encima de ella (Mt 28,2-4).
María Magdalena regresa a informar
a los Apóstoles (Mc 16,4; Lc 24,2; Jn
20,1-2). Pedro y Juan, avisados por
ella, llegan al sepulcro y encuentran
los lienzos caídos en el suelo,
indicando que el cuerpo sagrado había
salido de ellos sin siquiera haberlos
tocado. Cuando Juan lo percibe,
inmediatamente cree (Jn 20, 3-10).
Jesús se aparece a los discípulos en
Emaús, y regresan a Jerusalén luego
Jesús se aparece a todos los apóstoles
(Lc 24,13-53).
Con su Resurrección y Ascensión
al cielo, Cristo completó el misterio

de nuestra salvación y redención; por su
muerte nos libró del pecado, y por su
Resurrección nos restauró los privilegios
más importantes perdidos por el pecado
(Rom 4,25).
Por su Resurrección reconocemos a
Cristo como Dios inmortal, la causa
eficiente y ejemplar de nuestra propia
resurrección (I Cor 15,21; Fil 3,20-21), y
como el modelo y apoyo de nuestra nueva
vida de gracia (Rom 6, 4-6; 9-11).
Artículo de aciprensa, página de internet
católica con recursos y artículos sobre
nuestra fe. http://ec.aciprensa.com/wiki/
Resurrecci%C3%B3n_de_Jesucristo •

MINISTERIO HISPANO CATÓLICO - DIÓCESIS DE SHREVEPORT
Rosalba Quiroz, Directora 1-800-256-1542, Ext. 265; o (318) 219-7265; rquiroz@dioshpt.org
Gabriela Willis, Secretaria (318) 219-7257; gwillis@dioshpt.org
Fidel Mondragón, Apoyo Pastoral (318) 751-1661, fmondragon0509@yahoo.com

Cristo Rey, Bossier City

425 McCormick Street
Misa: Domingos 3pm
Lunes, Martes, Jueves y Sabados 7pm
Ricardo Rivera
(318) 572-7629

Santo Tomás Aquino, Ruston

810 Carey Avenue
Misa: Domingos 2:30 pm

Nta Sra del Perp. Socorro
Farmerville

600 E. Water Street
Misa: Sabados 7:00 pm
Claudia Wade
(318) 282-9971

Sagrado Corazón, OakGrove

San Pascual,W. Monroe

201 Purvis Street
Misa: Domingos 5pm
Feliciano y Rosa Alviso
(318) 428-2137

711 N. 7th Street
Domingos 2:30 pm
Lorena Chaparro,
(318) 267-4018

San José, Mansfield
305 Jefferson Street

Domingos 3pm

Sta María de los Pinos
Shreveport

1050 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
Misa: Domingos 11:30 am
Carmen Bradford
(318) 455.2300

Sacerdotes: Bossier - P. Rigo Bentacurt (318) 754-6104; Farmerville/W. Monroe - P. Luis Jost (318) 243-0115
Oak Grove - P. Mark Watson (318) 559-1276; Ruston - P. Blane O’Neill (318) 255-2870
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Kids' Connection!

This Month We Learn About
saint Maximilian Kolbe

who was he?

Maximilian Kolbe was born in Poland in 1894. In
1906 he had a vision of Mary who asked him to
accept that he seek to be pure and that he would
be a martyr. This vision influenced his entire life.
In 1907 he joined the Franciscans. He established
Militia Immaculata (Army of the Immaculate
One) to help convert people to the Catholic
Church and founded a monastery in Japan.
During World War II, he organized a hospital in
the monastery and sheltered 2,000 Jews in their
friary. He was arrested in 1941 for publishing
anti-Nazi publications. While in Auschwitz, he
volunteered to take the place of another man
chosen for death and was killed.

Interesting facts

• Kolbe was known for establishing media outlets
including a devotional print publication and a radio
station.
• He is the patron saint of drug addicts,
prisoners, journalists, the pro-life movement
and families.
• The monastery he established in Nagasaki,
Japan survived the nuclear bombing and remains
there today.
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school NEWS

Celebrating Reading at
Our Lady of Fatima

St. Joseph Students at Science Fair

I

will read here. I will read there. I will read
everywhere. Our Lady of Fatima Kindergarten
students read the most from coast to coast for
Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

T

en St. Joseph School students
competed against over 300
students in the Louisiana Region
I Science Fair held at Bossier Parish
Community College March 3-4. The
team won 3rd place overall, and of
the 10 projects entered, four earned
awards in their categories:
• Jack Vandenbussche: 1st Place,
Energy, Chemical • Annabelle Jones:
1st Place, Engineering Mechanics
• Genevieve Carmody: 1st Place,

Biomedical and Health Science •
Emily Horton: 2nd Place, Embedded
Systems
Jack, Annabelle and Genevieve will
represent St. Joseph School in the
State Science Fair.
Additionally, three students
received supplemental awards: Emma
Tompkins received Sci-Port’s “Spark
of Curiosity” Award and Emily
Horton and Annabelle Jones received
the Broadcom MASTERS award.

Flyers Develop Faith Sharing Program

St. Frederick Students
Read in Schools

S

eniors Graham Sorrel and Charles
Walters read to students at Sallie Humble
Elementary School.

JGS Supports Family

W

ith the addition of the
new student-led FAITH
ON FIRE organization
at Loyola have come some special
changes in the school atmosphere.
Along with facilitating events and
hosting a dynamic speaker for
Catholic School’s Week, FAITH
ON FIRE has introduced a unique
opportunity for students and
teachers to eat lunch and share their

faith together. During the Faith
Sharing Group sessions, students
and teachers watch a short video
targeting a specific area of personal
growth. The most recent session
featured a video which raised the
questions, “What are my gifts,
and how can I more freely and
effectively use those in God’s plan
for me?” The group then discusses
their thoughts on the topic.

J

esus the Good Shepherd School students
donated money to the Landry Hope Sipes
Fund as a community service project to help
the Sipes/Riley families during their time of need.
Landry Sipes was born prematurely at 29 weeks,
weighing only 2 lbs 11oz. Landry’s mother, Marie,
passed away unexpectedly days after delivering
Landry. The family are school alumni and
longtime members of JGS church.
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Parents Serve Students

Tech and St. Thomas Welcomed Sr. Miriam

T

hanks to the Parents Ministry
for cooking and serving lunch to
confirmation students, their sponsors
and families at St. Joseph Parish, Shreveport!

Mardi Gras at St. Ann

S

r. Miriam Mitchell, a religious
sister with the Sisters of
the Holy Spirit and Mary
Immaculate stationed out of San
Antonio, visited with the young
women of the Association of Catholic
Tech Students (ACTS) on February
24. Sr. Miriam is currently the
vocation director for her community.
She shared stories about her life, led
the group in prayer and reflection,

and entertained questions from
the group. Sr. Bernie, from Lake
Providence, who is from the same
community as Sr. Miriam, initiated
the visit with ACTS vice president
Courtney Smith. Thanks Sr. Bernie!
ACTS loves to have visitors. If you,
or if someone you know would like
to speak with very active Catholic
college students, please contact Br.
Mike Ward, OFM at 381-251-0793.

Little Flower Visits with Muslim Community

O

n February 23, Little
Flower of Jesus Parish in
Monroe visited with the
Muslim community of Monroe at
the Islamic Center of Northeast
Louisiana to offer support and
encouragement. It also was a good
26 Catholic Connection

opportunity to learn more about
each other’s faith, make personal
friendships and share some good
food. There were about 100
participants present along with
Imam Mahmoud Khalil and Fr.
Adrian Fischer, OFM.

M

ardi Gras fun was shared by
young and old at St. Ann
Church, Ebarb. John Ebarb and
cousin, Emma Jean Ebarb were crowned
king and queen of the party.

Gala Supports Scholarships

T

he Knights and Ladies Auxiliary
of Saint Peter Claver, Little Flower
of Jesus Parish, hosted their third
annual Mardi Gras Soirée in the Little
Flower Complex. The gala is one of several
fundraising events to support scholarships
for youth of Little Flower Parish.

St. Jude Youth Participate
in the Pro-Life Movement

S

t. Jude joined in the fight for life by being present at
the March for Life annual rally. Forty young people
participating in the march gathered on Saturdays
during the 40 Days for Life to pray for the sanctity of all
life at the Bossier abortion clinic, and attended the Bishop’s
Pro-Life banquet. These are just a few of the ways our
young people have chosen to share in the fight for life.

New Investitures in the
Equestrian Order

O

n February 15, Holy Trinity Catholic Church
was the site for an investiture for the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. In a
special ceremony, Jan and Justin Querbes were invested as
a Knight and Lady, presided over by Bishop Duca and the
leader of the Southeastern Lieutenancy, Lt. Ray Garrity
and 40 members from the Diocese of Shreveport.

Black History Celebration at
St. Joseph in Bastrop

S

t. Joseph Parish, Bastrop held its annual Black
History Celebration, “African American culture and
spiritual contributions to the Universal Catholic
Church,” on February 19. Bishop Duca presided over the
Mass. A short program was held where attendees learned
about St. Benedict the Black, heard a Black Lives Matter
speech and received information in reference to past and
former leaders in the church and community.

Marriage Celebrated at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

O

ur Lady of the Blessed Sacrament parish
celebrated couples who have been married for a
multiple of five years. Those over 50 years were
also included. Pictured right to left: Jerry and Lila Davis,
25 years; Michael and Marie Woodfork, 30 years; Van and
Diane Sanders, 45 years; Herbert and Patricia Encalarde,
52 years; Lloyd and Marilyn Parker, 61 years; Willie and
Victoria Lewis, 64 years.
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across the NATION
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Discussions on health care
reform have reached a
level of intensity which is
making open and fruitful
dialogue difficult, even while
most people recognize that
improvements to the health
care system are needed
to ensure a life-giving and
sustainable model for both the
present and future.
in a letter from the USCCB Chairmen

USCCB Chairmen Call on Congress
to Consider Moral Criteria During
Debates on Health Care Policy

W

ASHINGTON—As Congress
prepares to discuss possible
changes to the Affordable
Care Act, the chairmen of four United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committees called on lawmakers to
consider important moral criteria,
especially pertaining to the most
vulnerable among us, including the
unborn and those experiencing deep
poverty. The Bishops of the United
States have consistently advocated for a

health care system in which—as the late
Cardinal Francis George used to say—
everyone should be cared for and no one
should be deliberately killed.
In a letter from March 8, 2017,
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of
New York, chairman of the USCCB
Committee on Pro-Life Activities,
Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB Ad
Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty,
Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice,

Florida, chairman of the USCCB
Committee on Domestic Justice and
Human Development, and Bishop Joe
S. Vásquez of Austin, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Migration,
urged Congress: to respect life by
preventing the use of federal funds to
facilitate abortion or purchase health
care plans that provide abortion; to
honor conscience rights; and to ensure
access for all people to comprehensive,
quality health care that is truly
affordable.
The Bishops called on Congress to
ensure coverage for those who now
rely upon it after the passage of the
Affordable Care Act, and expressed
concern about any structural changes to
the social safety net that could impact
access to health care for millions.
Noting that the Catholic Church
“provides health care, purchases health
care and helps to pick up the pieces
for those who fall through the cracks
of the health care system when it
fails,” the bishops urged “a new spirit
of cooperation for the sake of the
common good” on this vital concern
during the debates ahead.
The full letter is available at: www.
usccb.org/issues-and-action/humanlife-and-dignity/health-care/upload/
Joint-Letter-to-Congress-ACAPrinciples-03-07-2017.pdf. •

Finishing LENT and Celebrating EASTER
with Diocesan App CatholicConnections
If you have not yet seen our Three Minute Reflections and Tuesday Fast and
Feast Family Style on the Diocesan Facebook page and App, you still have time
to use these to enhance your Lenten journey!
These have been so well received that we will be continuing them through the
Easter Season. The 3 Minute Reflections will continue to be posted on
Sundays; Fast and Feast Family Style will now become Jesus Table Talk.
Jesus Table Talk encourages families to have at least one meal together at the
dinner table. In addition, questions will be offered for family discussion.
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U.S. Bishops Chairman on Migration
Says New Executive Order Still
Leaves Many Innocent Lives at Risk

W

ASHINGTON—The Most
Reverend Joe S. Vásquez,
Bishop of Austin and Chair of
the USCCB Committee on Migration,
says that President Trump’s latest Executive
Order still puts vulnerable populations
around the world at risk. In a statement
issued after the announcement of the day’s
travel suspension, Bishop Vásquez says that
while we seek to maintain our values and
safety, we must also exercise compassion in
assisting and continuing to welcome the
stranger.
Bishop Vázquez’s full statement follows:
We remain deeply troubled by the
human consequences of the revised
executive order on refugee admissions
and the travel ban. While we note the
Administration’s efforts to modify the
Executive Order in light of various legal
concerns, the revised Order still leaves
many innocent lives at risk.
The removal of one of the original
seven predominantly Muslim countries
temporarily barred from entering the
United States is welcome, but we are
disappointed that the revised order
maintains the temporary shutdown of
the U.S. refugee admissions program,
continues the more than 60 percent
reduction in the number of refugees who
can be resettled into the United States this
year, and still temporarily bars nationals
from six predominantly Muslim countries
from entering the United States.
The U.S. Catholic Bishops have long
recognized the importance of ensuring

We believe that by helping
to resettle the most

vulnerable, we are living
out our Christian faith and
"welcoming the stranger" as
Jesus has challenged us to do.
Bishop Joe S. Vásquez

public safety and would welcome
reasonable and necessary steps to
accomplish that goal.
However, based on the knowledge
that refugees are already subjected to the
most vigorous vetting process of anyone
who enters the United States, there is no
merit to pausing the refugee resettlement
program while considering further
improvement to that vetting process.
The United States has long provided
leadership in resettling refugees. We
believe in assisting all those who are
vulnerable and fleeing persecution,
regardless of their religion, including
Christians, Muslims and all others. We
believe that by helping to resettle the
most vulnerable, we are living out our
Christian faith and “welcoming the
stranger” as Jesus has challenged us to do.
Today, more than 65 million
people around the world are forcibly
displaced from their homes. Given this
extraordinary level of suffering, the U.S.
Catholic Bishops reaffirm their support
for, and efforts to protect, all who flee
persecution and violence, as just one
part of the perennial and global work
of the Church in defense of vulnerable
persons. Resettling only 50,000 refugees
a year, down from 110,000, does not
reflect the need, our compassion, and our
capacity as a nation. We have the ability
to continue to assist the most vulnerable
among us without sacrificing our values
as Americans or the safety and security of
our nation. •

A Message from

Bishop Duca

2017 Annual Diocesan
Our
Our

A

ppeal Sunday occurred
on February 26th; and
thanks to the generous
support of our faithful, we
are off to a good start on this
year’s campaign. If you have
provided your pledge to this
year’s Appeal, you have my
sincere appreciation. Thank
you and God bless you for your
support.
Please know that we still
have a long way to go before
we reach our pledge goal of
$1,500,000. The month of
April is a critical time each
year for our Appeal, as followup efforts are taking place
in each worship location to
secure additional pledges to
this combined effort to serve
the needs of the people of our
diocese. Please take some time
now to consider your pledge
to support our array of Appeal
ministries. A pledge card can
be found on page 30, and you
may use this to facilitate your
annual gift to our Appeal.
Those making pledges this
month will receive their first
Appeal statement in the month
of May. •
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mark your
CALENDAR
4/2

Lenten Mission at Christ the King
Christ the King Parish in Bossier City
will host a Lenten retreat April 2-5 from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.
on “Forgiveness.” The mission will be led by Fr. Matthew
Bonk, a Redemptorist priest who currently works on an
evangelization team in Brooklyn Center, MN. For more
information, contact the church office at 318-221-0238.

4/8

Mary, Queen of Peace Garage Sale
The Ladies Guild of Mary, Queen of Peace
invites you to their garage sale on Saturday, April 8. The
sale will take place from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. All proceeds
will go toward a commercial grade stove for the parish hall.
Mary, Queen of Peace Church is located at 7738 Barksdale
Blvd. in Bossier City. It is approximately 5 miles south of the
Jimmie Davis Highway. For more information, contact the
church office at 318-752-5961.

4/22

Divine Mercy Day of Retreat at the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
There will be a day of retreat on the Vigil of Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 22, at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
hosted by the Marian Missionaries of Divine Mercy. Fr.
Michael Gaitley, MIC, bestselling author and speaker, will
lead the day. The retreat includes: three conference talks by
Fr. Gaitley; Adoration/Benediction/Divine Mercy Chaplet

and Novena; individual consecration to Divine Mercy during
Mass; and opportunity to purchase Marian products and
book signing by Fr. Gaitley.
Registration required. Tickets are limited. Early Bird
pricing.Lunch option available. www.marianmissionaries.org
Father Gaitley is the author of best-selling Marian Press
books (including Consoling the Heart of Jesus, 33 Day
series), has frequently appeared on EWTN and has offered
retreats all over the U.S. For more information, contact the
Cathedral office at 318-221-5296.

4/23

Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Mary
of the Pines On Divine Mercy Sunday,
April 23, St. Mary of the Pines will have Confession at
2:00 p.m. and the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. with
five priests available. To prepare for Divine Mercy Sunday:
sincerely repent of all your sins; place your complete trust
in Jesus; go to confession; receive Holy Communion;
prayerfully recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet; venerate the
image of the Divine Mercy; be merciful to others, through
our actions, words and prayers. For more information,
contact the church office at 318-687-5121.

4/28

Engaged Couples Weekends
St. Joseph Parish in Shreveport will host
two Engaged Couples Weekends, April 28-29 and August 1819, for couples getting married in the Catholic Church. This
weekend is a requirement before a Catholic marriage and
serves the whole diocese. The weekend will be Friday, 6:00 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Cost is $100
per couple. To register, contact the St. Joseph parish office
at 318-865-3581. For questions, contact Lauren Merrick at
lhmerrick@gmail.com.

2 0 1 7 D i o c e s a n s t e wa r d s h i p A p p e a l

I / We would like to contribute to the Diocesan Stewardship Appeal with a total yearly pledge of:
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$3,500

$2,500
$2,000
$1,500
$1,000

Please send monthly reminders to:

$800
$750
$650
$500

$400
$350
$300
$250

At this time I / we are enclosing:

$200
$150
$100
$_______

$_____________

Print Name________________________________________________________________________________

Diocese of Shreveport
The Catholic Center
3500 Fairfield Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71104
www.dioshpt.org
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Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________State_________Zip Code____________
My / Our Church Parish______________________________________________________________________
Signature__________________________________________________________________________________
You may make a credit card payment online at: www.dioshpt.org (Click on Stewardship)

APRIL
SUNDAY

MONDAY

26

27

2017
TUESDAY

28

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

29

30

FRIDAY

31

Fourth Sunday
of Lent
2nd Collection:
Catholic Relief
Services

SATURDAY

1

Ministry wtih
Gen Z and
Their Families,
Catholic
Center, 9am

Deadline for
Inquiries to
Diaconate April 3

2
Fifth Sunday of
Lent

9

Palm Sunday of
the Passion of
the Lord

3

4

Deadline for
Inquiries into
the Permanent
Diaconate

Shreveport
Principals
Meeting, SJB
School, 9am

Lenten
Reconciliation
Service, St. Mary
of the Pines,
6:30pm

Lenten
Reconciliation
Service, St.
Elizabeth Ann
Seton, 6:30pm &
Christ the King,
6:45pm

10

Deadline for the
May Catholic
Connection

11

Chrism Mass,
Cathedral
of St. John
Berchmans,
6pm

5

6		
7

Monroe
Principals
Meeting, Eastern
St. Vincent Ferrer, Catholic Center,
9:30am
priest
LCCB Meeting,
Baton Rouge

Lenten
Reconciliation
Service, Sacred
Heart Church,
Shreveport,
6:30pm

12
Protecting
God's Children,
Catholic Center,
6pm

13

Chrism Mass
APRIL 11

14

16

17

18

19

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Theology on
Tap, Buffalo Wild
Wings, Bossier
City, 6:30pm

2nd Collection:
Pontifical
Good Friday
Collection

Parish Budgets
Due

20

21

Confirmation, St.
Thomas, Ruston,
6:30pm

23
30

Confirmation,
Our Lady of
the Blessed
Sacrament, 9am
& St. Joseph,
Shreveport, 3pm

Second
Collection:
Diocese of
Shreveport
Church
Vocations

WAY OF THE CROSS
APRIL 14

22
Confirmation,
St. Jude,
Benton, 5pm
Divine Mercy
Day of Retreat,
Cathedral

Second
Collection:
Diocese of
Shreveport
Church
Vocations

Confirmation,
St. Mary of
the Pines,
Shreveport, 9am

15

Holy Thursday

Way of
the Cross,
Downtown
Shreveport, 9am

EASTER
SUNDAY of the
Resurrection of
the Lord

8

St. John Baptist
de Salle, priest

2nd
Collection:
Home Missions

24

St. Fidelis of
Sigmaringen,
priest & martyr

25

Theology on
Tap, Monago
Fieldhouse,
6:30pm

Confirmation, St.
John the Baptist,
Many, 6pm
St. Mark,
evangelist

26

Confirmation,
Christ the King,
Bossier City,
6:30pm

27

28
St. Peter Chanel,
priest & martyr;
St. Louis Grignion
de Montfort,
priest

Easter Sunday /
April 16

29

Confirmation,
St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton,
Shreveport,
4pm
St. Catherine
of Siena,
virgin &
doctor of the
Church

Theology on Tap
APRIL 13 & 25
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Photo of the Month

Fr. James Dominic provided ashes to St. Francis
Medical Center team members on Ash Wednesday.

Photo courtesy of Saundra Nalle
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