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T

he Catholic Press Awards were held
in Quebec on Friday, June 23, 2017,
with Catholic publications from
across North America competing in
hundreds of categories. The Diocese of
Shreveport’s The Catholic Connection took
home three awards this year, including:
1. Best Coverage of Pro- Life Issues
– 3rd Place. (Writers – Bishop Michael
Duca, Kim Long and Jessica Rinaudo)
2. Best Diocesan Bishop’s Column –

3rd Place (Writer – Bishop Michael Duca)
3. Best Book Review Column –
Honorable Mention (Writers – Kim
Long, Katie Sciba and Mike Van
Vranken).
Links to all the winning articles can
be viewed by visiting: www.dioshpt.org/
news. Congratulations to the Diocese of
Shreveport and The Catholic Connection
for a great showing on an international
stage! •

bishop’s august calendar
AUGUST 8 Back to School
Convocation, Catholic Center,
Shreveport; 9:00 a.m.
Priests Retirement Committee
Meeting; Catholic Center; 11:00 a.m.

AUGUST 23
Presbyteral Council
meeting; Catholic
Center, Shreveport;
1:00 p.m.

AUGUST 9 St. Francis Medical Center
Board of Directors’ Meeting; Monroe;
11:30 a.m.

AUGUST 25 City-wide
Interdenominational Clergy Day
of Recollection; CHRISTUS Health
Shreveport-Bossier, Shreveport

AUGUST 12 Confirmation; Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church, Farmerville;
6:00 p.m.

Blue Mass; St. Mary of the Pines Parish,
Shreveport; 9:30 a.m.

AUGUST 15 Opening of School Mass:
The Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
Catholic School; Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans, Shreveport; 8:15 a.m.

AUGUST 26 Catechetical Fair:
“Family: The Missing Piece of
Catechesis;” Catholic Center,
Shreveport

Opening of School Mass: Loyola
College Prep; Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans, Shreveport; 9:30 a.m.

AUGUST 27 Catechetical Fair:
“Family: The Missing Piece of
Catechesis;” St. Paschal Parish, West
Monroe

AUGUST 19 Bingo on the Bayou
(Catholic Charities of North Louisiana
Fundraiser); East Ridge Country Club,
Shreveport; 6:00 p.m.

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 2 Society of
St. Vincent de Paul National Assembly;
Tampa, FL
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Catholic School Students Ethan
and Andrew Timmons and Sarah
Rinaudo at St. John Berchmans
Catholic School's Library and
Technology Center.
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la reflexión DEL OBISPO
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

Somos Llamados a Ser Discípulos Misioneros

D

urante los primeros días del mes de julio participé en la Convocatoria
de Liderazgo Católico de Los Estados Unidos que se llevó a cabo
en la ciudad de Orlando, FL. Ahí nos reunimos los Obispos de los
Estados Unidos, junto a líderes laicos (más de 3,000 participantes), reunidos
para reflexionar sobre la misión de la Iglesia en el mundo de hoy. Esto fue
en respuesta a la exhortación Apostólica del Papa Francisco, “La Alegría del
Evangelio”, y la necesidad de que la iglesia
responda a los desafíos que enfrentamos en
la cultura cambiante del mundo.
El proceso para esta convocatoria
comenzó hace ya casi ocho años cuando los
Obispos de USA iniciaron una investigación
sobre la realidad de la Iglesia de hoy.
Tenemos buena información estadística –
alguna de esta información es alentadora
pero otra es problemática – aunque estos
resultados está n en porcentajes y números.
Los obispos, basándose en esta investigación
detallada y científica querían saber cómo
ve la gente la Iglesia y cuales son las
preocupaciones, sentimientos, preguntas y razones para creer lo que creen sobre
la iglesia.
El estudio cubrió áreas tradicionales, como lo es la justicia social y otros temas
relevantes. Los investigadores encontraron que se estaba más de acuerdo que en
desacuerdo de lo que esperaban etre los laicos en lo que trata de problemas de
justicia social, aunque se encontró mas desacuerdo entre los líderes y teólogos de
la Iglesia.
Uno de los más profundos descubrimientos fue que entre los entrevistados,
incluyeron a creyentes que han dejado el Catolicismo y otros agnósticos, se
encontró que muchos cargan una profunda preocupación el día de hoy. Cada
uno parece estar lastimado, preocupado, sobrecargado, desesperanzado y con
necesidad de sanación. También se encontró que hay deseos de conocer lo que
significa ser Católico y las razones de las enseñanzas religiosas.
En respuesta a estos resultados, los obispos, párrocos y laicos se han estado
preguntando qué respuesta daremos como Iglesia y que haremos por las
necesidades y deseos del mundo.
Las presentaciones durante la convocatoria nos recordaron sobre la inspiración
de nuestro Santo Padre que nos llama a renovar la Iglesia para que todos
entendamos lo que significa ser discípulos misioneros que llevan la misión de
Jesus de “Ir a todo el mundo, bautizando en el nombre del Padre, del Hijo y del
Espíritu Santo.”
Está claro que no es suficiente tener una parroquia fuerte que cumpla con
las necesidades de sus fieles. La vida parroquial que nutre sacramentalmente,
apoya a una comunidad cristiana y la guía con el cuidado pastoral son esenciales
para profundizar nuestra conexión al Cuerpo de Cristo. Sin embargo, es
necesario dar un paso más para madurar nuestra fe. Nuestra fe será madura
y completa cuando nos demos cuenta que todos estamos llamados a salir
de la comodidad de nuestras parroquias y ser discípulos misioneros. Todos
estamos llamados a evangelizar. El Papa Francisco nos llama a ser una Iglesia
en constante y permanente misión. En nuestra imaginación podemos pensar
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que los evangelizadores son solo los sacerdotes y las
hermanas religiosas que van a las tierras lejanas nocristianas, o podemos pensar solo en la predicación de
los apóstoles. A lo que el Evangelio nos llama y lo que
el Papa Francisco nos recuerda es que evangelizar es un
elemento esencial para ser un buen Católico.
El efecto que esto tiene en la iglesia es que somos
llamados a salir e ir a los más necesitados, a no esperar
que ellos vengan a nosotros. Debemos proclamar
la misericordia y amor de Dios a todos los que nos
encontramos. El Papa Francisco describe este llamado
a evangelizar diciendo que tenemos que “salir a las
periferias, a las orillas, a llegar a los que han sido
marginados y están más necesitados de la misericordia
y el amor de Dios.”
La periferia ciertamente incluye a los pobres, los que
no tienen hogar, pero tambien a miembros de nuestra
propia familia que hayan sido marginados, nuestros
ancianos olvidados en nuestras parroquias. Las
periferias son todos los que necesitan de la misericordia
y del amor de Dios.
En la convocatoria reflexionamos sobre cómo estos
cambios se pueden ver en todas las áreas de la Iglesia,
pero vimos con certeza que que la Iglesia solo será
transformada si primero hacemos una transformación
de nuestros corazones para que sean “discípulos
misioneros.” Esta frase de “discípulo misionero” está
intencionalmente destinada a describir no solo al
creyente, sino al creyente que se ha llenado del gozo del
Evangelio y es inspirado por el Espíritu Santo para ir
a los demás y ser un testigo de la misericordia y amor
de Cristo. Cuando esta sea la motivación de nuestros
corazones, nuestras parroquias serán transformadas.
Los discípulos misioneros saludan a los nuevos fieles
con amor y no los juzgan ni los hacen sentir que “no
pertenecen aquí”. Los grupos parroquiales buscan
maneras de llegar y ayudar a otros que están fuera de
la parroquia. Un ejemplo es una parroquia en nuestra
diócesis que envió invitaciones a vecindarios en su
área postal para hacerles saber que son bienvenidos.
Apoyen a Caridades Católicas y a la Sociedad de San
Vicente de Paul que ya están saliendo a las periferias de
nuestros vecindarios en nombre de ustedes que son la
Iglesia.
Nuestra convocatoria fue solo el comienzo de una
conversación que, espero tendrá un efecto duradero en
la Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos y en el mundo
entero. Comencemos la conversación en nuestras
parroquias ahora y dejemos que se refleje en nosotros
lo que significa ser un verdadero discípulo misionero. •

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

We are Called to be Missionary Disciples

D

uring the first few days of July, I attended the Convocation of
Catholic Leader in Orlando, FL, where the bishops of the United
States, along with lay leaders (over 3,000 participants), gathered
to reflect on the mission of the Church in the world today. This gathering
was a response to Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation,
The Joy of the Gospel, and the need for the Church
to respond to the challenges it faces in the changing
culture and the world.
The process for this convocation began almost eight
years ago when the U.S. bishops initiated a process
to begin “right brain research” on the reality of the
Church today. We have good statistical information
– some encouraging, some troubling – but this
Bishop Duca
information is in percentages and numbers. The
bishops wanted to know how people see the Church
from the right side of their brain – that is, what are their concerns, feelings,
questions and reasons for their beliefs about the Church?
The research covered traditional areas, such as social justice. Researchers
found there was more agreement than expected on social justice issues among
the laity, even though there were more public debates among the Church’s
leaders and theologians on the topic.
One of the most insightful discoveries was from those interviewed,
including believers, fallen away Catholics and agnostics, there was a deep
concern and kind of angst that most carry today. Everyone seems to be
hurting, worried, burdened, less hopeful and in need of healing. There
was also a desire to know what it means to be Catholic and the reasons for
religious teachings.
In response to these findings, bishops, pastors of parishes and laity have
been asking what our response will be and what to bring to the needs and
yearnings of the world.
The convocation presentations reminded us of the inspiration of our Holy
Father who calls us to a renewed Church where we all understand what it
means to be missionary disciples who carry out the mission of Jesus to “go
out and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit.”
It has become clear that it is not enough to have a strong parish that meets
the needs of its parishioners. The parish life of sacramental nourishment,
support of a Christian community and the guidance of pastoral care is
essential to deepen our connection to the Body of Christ, but one more step
is needed to mature our faith. Our faith is matured and complete when we
realize that we are called to go out from the comfort of our parishes and be
missionary disciples. We are called to evangelize. Pope Francis calls us to be
a Church in a constant state of mission. In our imagination we may think
of evangelizers as those priests and sisters who go to foreign non-Christian
lands, or we may think of the preaching of the apostles. What the Gospel
calls us to and what Pope Francis reminds us is that to evangelize is an
essential element to being a good Catholic.
The effect of this on the Church is that we are called to go out to those in
need, not wait for them to come to us. We are to proclaim the mercy and
love of God to all we meet. Pope Francis describes this call to evangelize by

saying that we are to “go out to the peripheries, the
edges, to reach out to those who have been left behind
and most in need of God’s mercy and love.”
The peripheries certainly include the poor and
homeless, but they also include members of our own
family who have been pushed out, or the neglected
elderly in our own parishes. The marginalized are
everyone who needs the mercy and love of God.
In the convocation we reflected on how these
changes might look in all areas of Church life, but
it was obvious that the Church will be transformed
first by the transformation of our own hearts to
being “missionary disciples.” That term “missionary
disciple” is intentional to describe not just a believer,
but a believer who has been filled with the joy of the
Gospel and is inspired by the Holy Spirit to reach out
to others and be a witness of Christ’s mercy and love.
When this is the motivation of our hearts, our parishes
will be transformed.
Missionary disciples will greet new parishioners
with love and not judgments like, “they do not belong
here.” Parish organizations will look for ways to reach
out to help others outside the parish. One parish in our
diocese sent invitation postcards to the neighborhoods
in their zip code to let them know they are welcome.
Support Catholic Charities and the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul who are already reaching into the
peripheries of our neighborhoods in your name.
Our convocation was just a beginning of a
conversation that will, I hope, have a lasting effect
on the Catholic Church in the United States and
throughout the world. Let’s start the conversation in
our parishes now and let each of us reflect on what it
means to be a missionary disciple. •
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mike’s MEDITATIONS
by Mike Van Vranken

How Do You Know?

Asking God What He Wants for Your Life

Domenico Ghirlandaio, Calling of the Apostles

S

ometimes during Spiritual Direction sessions, people ask me how
they are to know what God is calling them to do at this particular
season in their lives. The answer, of course, is
that God only knows. He only knows, that is, until
we ask Him to share His divine will with us. And, we
still have questions: How do we know we are hearing
from God and not someone or something else? How
long do we have to wait to hear from God? What if I
cannot see the possibility to do what God is asking?
The process to do all of this is really an act of
Van Vranken
conversion. Our intention is to discover and capture
in our hearts God’s perfect plan for our lives no matter what it is. In
essence, it is a total giving of ourselves to God.
Here’s an example of how to begin. While your situation might not fit
this illustration, the process can be the same whether you are young, old,
male or female – whatever God may be asking you to do. Remember,
this is an example of how the process might begin.
Let’s say you are a man wondering if God is calling you to become a
Permanent Deacon in the Catholic Church. You’ve seen an ad in The
Catholic Connection and you think this might be for you. The first thing
you do is to remember your purpose for being; that is, to know, love and
serve God in this world and spend eternity with Him. You wonder if the
means for you to do this is by becoming a Catholic deacon.
First, go to God and tell Him what is on your mind. Beg Him for the
grace to help you be objective about what He wants for you. This sounds
easy, but it usually requires a change of heart.
Second, ask God to be pleased and happy to change your will so that
it matches His will. Again, you are asking God to transform you so that
you know the decision you make is also His decision.
With an objective mind and a heart open to change, go find out what
a deacon does: they help those in need, work with youth, the divorced,
6 Catholic Connection

the sick in hospitals, in nursing homes, or in private
homes; the poor, the rejected, the immigrants, the
dying (hospice), those in jail or prison, the addicts
and on college campuses. And this list is incomplete.
In addition, they assist at Mass, administer baptisms,
witness and bless marriages, officiate wakes, funerals
and burial services, facilitate retreats, teach classes,
serve in parish administration, and so very much
more.
Armed with this, read scriptures from the gospel
about the calling of the apostles. You see how they
left their fishing boats and tax stands and followed
Jesus. Now, go back to God and tell Him how all
of this makes you feel. How does it feel to know
you will change your priorities in life? How does
it feel to think you might be called and have to
leave some parts of your life behind? How does it
feel to envision the explanation of service that a
deacon gives? Tell God how it feels to consider all
of this and ask for His response. Ask Him for His
perspective on you as a deacon. And, this is no time
to rationalize that you don’t have time, or you’re not
educated. Remember, none of the apostles seemed
too educated either. We know Moses had a speech
problem, yet he freed over a million people from
slavery. If God is calling you, He will make a way.
Continue to take this to God each day. Hear and
consider the thoughts He gives you. And remember,
all thoughts don’t necessarily come from God. Keep
going back to Him. Also, the significance we attach
to “things” in our lives sometimes determines what
our decisions are. So, we pray for the grace that God
helps us prioritize Him first, and then everything
else according to His will.
By now you should be getting the picture. And
remember, this is just an example and it is just the
start. The process continues with conversations with
your pastor, deacons, your spiritual director and
always includes daily conversations with God. And,
one final thought: while we are sometimes praying
for God’s will in our life right now, we should also
pray that God is preparing us for His will for us
sometime in the future.
It’s a lifelong process. But, that’s really what
conversion is all about. •
Mike is a writer, teacher, and co-author of the book,
Faith Positive in a Negative World. You can contact
him at www.mikevanvrankenministries.org

in REVIEW
reviewed by Jessica Rinaudo

Trusting the Detours: A Spiritual Guide for College Students
by “Bettye” & edited by Julie Doolin

T

rusting the Detours is a spiritual
guide for college students, especially
for students walking onto college
campuses for the first time, though the
knowledge and wisdom imparted on its
pages are easily applicable to any person
pursuing higher education. Written by
Shreveport native and Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament parishioner “Bettye”
and edited by Julie Doolin, this book
contains weekly reflections on challenges
college students face and offers ways to
overcome those struggles through the
help and guidance of God, Jesus and the
scriptures.
Bettye, as stated in the book’s
introduction, is a 72-year-old woman
who survived stage IV breast cancer and
has inspired people in every part of her
life with her tremendous faith and sage
wisdom. In this book, she imparts that
wisdom to the college-aged generation.
There are
15 chapters
– one for
each week
of a typical
college
semester.
In each
chapter is a
reflection;
an action
step the
student
can focus
on that
week; a “Bettyism,” which is a bit of
wisdom; and a scripture for further
reflection. Also in each chapter is a space
to write notes and personal reflections.
As the introduction says, “Get out your
highlighter and your pen. This book is
designed for you to take notes and to
write down your own thoughts about
what any given meditations may mean

for you.”
Each chapter is written succinctly,
ideal for the busy college student,
but Bettye is clear in her writings and
suggestions.
And Trusting the Detours is indeed
chocked full of sound advice and
wisdom. There are chapters on
establishing and finding good friends,
speaking positively and believing in
oneself and abilities. It also addresses
tougher topics like facing pressures and
temptations to disrespect the body with
substances and sex. Other chapters focus
purely on enhancing spirituality and
relationships with God.
Great thought and care was put into
the design of the book – from it’s smaller
size that slides easily into a backpack,
to the spiral binding that makes it easy
to keep open and turn to sections again
and again. And at the end of the book
are several pages for more notes and
reflections.
Trusting the Detours is a great spiritual
reference for students, and really any
person embarking on some great change
in their life. It’s the perfect gift for a high
school graduate taking the first steps
towards a college degree. Bettye may be
72, but her words are ageless.
As Bettye writes, “Lord I seek your
guidance. But, I understand that my
path won’t always be without challenges.
Help me to trust you through the
detours – knowing that you have my best
interest and your honor at heart.”
Note: To view the story behind Trusting
the Detours, visit the Bright Corner
Inspiration Facebook page, or the Bright
Corner Inspiration YouTube channel.
“Bettye’s Story” is the name of the video.
Editor Julie Doolin loves to speak
and share Bettye’s story of faith and
perseverance. She can be reached at info@
brightcornerbooks.com. •

“If Jesus was able to step out
of his physical anguish during
that journey to comfort the
women of Jerusalem, then he
is asking us to do the same.
He is asking us to be a spark
of light for someone else.”
– Bettye in Trusting the Detours:
A Spiritual Guide for College
Students

Trusting the Detours is available for
purchase at St. Paul's Gift Shop, Village
Washstand, and at the Anderson
Building of Loyola College Prep. The
book is also available online at www.
brightcornerbooks.com. You can borrow
this book at the Slattery Library inside the
Catholic Center in Shreveport.
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faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Getting Back to Basics

A

word gets in my head and then
as my grandmother would
say, “there’s
nothing for it,”
meaning I will have to
confront or examine
whatever it is. This
is often how I think
God communicates
Long
with me. The word
on my mind now
is “deconstruction.” And while there
are several definitions, this one fits the
work of my summer months: “to reduce
something to its constituent parts in
order to reinterpret it.”
Now is one of the two times a year
I clean or “deconstruct” my office,
my head, my heart, my spiritual life –
really taking it down to the bare bones.
There is the obvious and immediate
effect of cleaning away the paper and
attacking the piles of stuff. The tidiness
of my bookshelf, which just last week
was stuffed full of everything one can
envision, gives me an immediate sense of
encouragement so I am energized to get
to the next layer.
I don’t know about you, but there are
times I feel too busy to pray, and I’m
quite successful in convincing myself

that my life and my
busy-ness are really
a type of prayer. Yea,
maybe… but in these
weeks of July when
things have slowed
way down, I realize
I need a more vital,
basic and recognizable
way to pray.
As I have cleared
out my head I hear a
second word – someone’s name. In this
summer of cleaning I have the time to
hold that person in prayer, and it feels
good, purposeful and right. Words which
normally clothe, protect and guide me
almost seem useless in these moments.
Family dinner is a weekly event
for us and everyone makes an effort
to show up. I look forward to it, but
I must confess I am, at times, tired
of thinking of a menu that will wow
them each week. Summertime has
helped with a fresh perspective. I have
deconstructed here as well. Salad is
a staple for these dinners, but in the
summer I like to change things up a bit.
I take the tomatoes, cucumbers and red
onions and slice and arrange them on
a platter along with some other choice

Homemade Mayo
Ingredients:
• 1 large egg, room temperature
• 1 tablespoon dijon mustard
• 1 tablespoon white vinegar
• 1 cup neutral flavored oil (I used
plain old vegetable)
• ¼ teaspoon Kosher salt
• 1 teaspoon lemon juice
Directions:
1) Dump everything into your
food processor EXCEPT the oil,
and process for 20 seconds. Stop.
Scrape down sides.
8 Catholic Connection

2) Begin to S-L-O-W-L-Y add the
oil as the processor is running. Go
slowly! Once a quarter of the oil
has been incorporated you don’t
have to be quite as strict, but don’t
dump it in.
3) Once it is firm you can taste
and adjust seasonings according to
your taste. I added a tiny amount
of liquid crab boil because I like
spicy, but next time I am adding
some fresh basil and a small
amount of tomato. Enjoy!

ingredients - all common ingredients in
the salad bowl - and let everyone choose
what they want on their plate. I call it a
deconstructed salad.
My grandmother liked to eat fresh
tomatoes sprinkled with salt and pepper
with some mayonnaise on the side.
She could delicately spear a tomato, a
“cuke,” a bit of red onion and manage
to pick up a tiny bit of mayo on the very
end of her fork. It balanced there with
precision, then in an economical and
elegant motion she neatly disposed of a
dripping forkful of summer salad.
Along with our deconstructed salads
I decided to try homemade mayonnaise,
something which intimidated me. A
woman I knew, a truly good cook, told
me if you had anything on your mind,
“do not make mayo.”
My food processor and my
momentarily uncluttered mind gave
me courage. As I set the table last week,
along with the plate of salad vegetables
was a bowl of firm, tasty, homemade
mayo.
I am certain that in October when
the pace picks up again, I won’t be
deconstructing anything. For now
though, I am enjoying the change. As
for prayer, I go forward in hope that the
changes in this area of my life remain
intact and “reconstructed.” •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Finding Stability in Change

I

sat across the table from a dear friend.
Most of our chats were cheerful and
fun, but this one was laden with stress.
“We’ve packed up so many times,” she
told me. “I don’t know
how I can make the kids
leave another place they
love.” After crossing
paths briefly at our
small college in Kansas,
my friend and I were
reunited in Shreveport
Sciba
when the Air Force
brought her husband to Barksdale. She
was just days away from another move,
and certain that many more lay ahead in
her husband’s career. “The kids start over
all the time. New schools. New friends. It’s
fun, but it’s so hard to watch their hearts
break over and over.”
It was the fall of last year when my
family uprooted as well. A sudden move
back to my hometown of Omaha brought
change for not only our marriage and kids,
but also for my mom and stepdad who
graciously shared their home with a young
family of seven plus a dog. Our new living
arrangement was unconventional, but my
husband and I were blown away by how
happy and well-adjusted our kids were.
Our whole environment was unfamiliar
to them, but we held on to what we knew
could stay the same. Andrew and I prayed
with them and went to Mass with them.
We spent time as a family and kept these
things up as we moved yet again into our
own house. Their world stayed the same in
spite of shifting sands.
We learned in a real way that what
anchors us is faith, and practicing it with
our family held us fast in a whirlwind of
transitions.
Changes in life are inevitable. Regardless
if the Lord beckons us to new places every
few years or if we’re born and die in the
same town, there’s little we can count on
to remain safely predictable. And though
there’s a thrill to newness and adventure, it

Hope

in Changing
Times

Anchoring yourself to Jesus
will strengthen your heart for
change whether anticipated or
unwelcomed. Weather the ebbs
and flows of your life guided by
the wisdom of saints who speak
from experience and grace.
Are you suffering a great deal?
Do not lose heart. I will never
forsake you.

Mary, Our Lady of Fatima

Life with Christ is a wonderful
adventure.

Pope St. John Paul II

can take a toll on our hearts when we have
to let go of what is familiar.
But our Catholic faith remains.
In change, hurt or transition we can
cling tightly to Jesus knowing he’s not
going anywhere. He’s there speaking
in Sacred Scripture, extending grace in
the sacraments and the prayers of every
Mass in the world. He comes into us
as the summit of faith itself, the Holy
Eucharist. And what soothes the soul is
understanding concretely that we are made
not for this ever-altered world, but for
heaven; and so it’s the things of heaven we
should invest in. As the primary educators
of our children by our words and examples,
we have to bring them along, not shielding
them from external changes, but showing
them what is sure and staid in life. Take
your kids along to Confession. If they’re
moving on to college, help them find the
Catholic church on campus or in town.
Read books from modern Catholics. Soak
in the wisdom of the saints.
St. Augustine wrote, “You have made us
for yourself, O Lord. And our hearts are
restless until they rest in you.” Throwing
our souls into the certainty of faith will be
the strongest consolation we’ll ever need. •

The world is thy ship and
not thy home.

St. Therese of Lisieux

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things
Whoever has God lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.

St. Teresa of Avila

You have made us for yourself, O
Lord. And our hearts are restless
until they rest in you.

St. Augustine of Hippo
I am not afraid.
I was born to do this.

St. Joan of Arc

Katie Sciba is married to Andrew and
together they have five children. She is
the author of thecatholicwife.net.
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from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

Christian Hope as the Strength of Martyrs

T

oday we reflect on Christian hope as the strength of
martyrs. When, in the gospel, Jesus sends His disciples
on their mission, he does not delude
them with mirages of easy success; on
the contrary, he warns them clearly that
announcing the Kingdom of God will
always face opposition. And he even uses
an extreme expression: “You will be hated
by all for my name’s sake” (Mt 10: 22).
Christians love, but they are not always
Pope Francis
loved. From the very beginning Jesus
places this reality before us: to a greater or
lesser degree, the confession of faith takes place in a hostile
environment.
Christians are therefore “counter-current.” It is normal:
since the world is marked by sin, which manifests itself in
various forms of selfishness and injustice, he who follows
Christ walks against the current. Not out of a polemic spirit,
but out of faithfulness to the logic of the Kingdom of God,
which is a logic of hope, and translates into a style of life based
on Jesus’ indications.
And the first indication is poverty. When Jesus sends
His disciples on the mission, it seems as though he takes
greater care to “denude” them than to “dress” them! Indeed,
a Christian who is not humble and poor, detached from the
wealth of power and above all detached from the self, does
not resemble Jesus. The Christian walks his path in this
world with the essentials for the journey, but with the heart
full of love. The true defeat for him or for her is to give in
to the temptation of revenge and violence, responding to
evil with evil. Jesus tells us: “I am sending you out as sheep
in the midst of wolves” (Mt 10: 16). So, without teeth,
without claws, without weapons. The Christian must instead
be prudent, at times shrewd: these are virtues accepted by
the evangelical logic. But violence, never. To defeat evil, one
cannot share the methods of evil.
The only force for the Christian is the gospel. In times of
difficulty, one must believe that Jesus stands before us, and
that he never ceases to accompany His disciples. Persecution
is not a contradiction of the Gospel, but forms part of it: if
they persecuted our Master, how can we hope to be spared
this struggle? However, in the midst of the whirlwind,
the Christian must not lose hope, thinking he has been
abandoned. Jesus reassures his own by saying, “Even the
hairs of your head are all numbered” (Mt 10: 30). As if to say
that none of the man’s sufferings, even the most minute and
hidden, are invisible to the eyes of God. God sees, and surely
protects; and will give His redemption. There is indeed in
our midst Someone who is stronger than evil, stronger than
10 Catholic Connection

mafias, than obscure networks of those who profit from the
skins of the desperate, those who crush others with arrogance
... Someone who has always listened to the voice of the blood
of Abel shouting from the earth.
Christians must therefore always place themselves on
the “other side” of the world, the one chosen by God;
not persecutors, but persecuted; not arrogant, but meek;
not peddlers of smoke, but submissive to the truth; not
imposters, but honest people.
This faithfulness to the style of Jesus – which is a style of
hope – unto death, was given a beautiful name by the first
Christians: “martyrdom,” which means “witness.” There were
many other possibilities offered by the dictionary: it could
have been called heroism, or abnegation, or self-sacrifice.
And instead the Christians of the earliest times gave it a
name with the perfume of discipleship. Martyrs do not live
for themselves, they do not fight to assert their own ideas,
and they accept the duty to die only through faithfulness
to the gospel. Martyrdom is not even the supreme ideal of
Christian life, because above it there is charity, understood
as love of God and of one’s neighbor. The Apostle Paul says
so clearly in his hymn to charity: “If I give away all I have,

Christians are repelled by the idea
that suicide bombers can be called
“martyrs:” there is nothing in their aim
that can be considered close to the
attitude of children of God.
and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not loved,
I gain nothing” (1 Cor 13: 3). Christians are repelled by
the idea that suicide bombers can be called “martyrs”: there
is nothing in their aim that can be considered close to the
attitude of children of God.
At times, reading the stories of the many martyrs of
yesterday and of today – who are more numerous than those
of the earliest times – we are astonished by the fortitude with
which they faced the test. This fortitude is a sign of the great
hope that inspired them: the certain hope that nothing and
no-one could separate them from the love of God given to us
in Jesus Christ (cf Rm 8: 38-39).
May God always give us the strength to be His witnesses.
May He let us live Christian hope especially in the hidden
martyrdom of carrying out our everyday duties well and with
love.
Thank you. •

navigating the FAITH
by Dianne Rachal, Director of Worship

Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary

T

wo important Marian feasts
are celebrated in August. Most
are familiar with the holy day
of obligation of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary on August
15. Lesser known is the obligatory
memorial of the Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated on the
octave—eight days later on August 22.
Mary’s queenship has its roots in
Scripture. At the Annunciation, Gabriel
announced that Mary’s Son would
receive the throne of David and rule
forever. At the Visitation, Elizabeth
calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As
in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, Mary
is closely associated with Jesus: her
queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship.
For centuries Mary has been
invoked as the Queen of Heaven. In
the fourth century St. Ephrem of Syria
called Mary “Lady” and “Queen”
because of her maternity: she is
Mother of the Lord, of the King of
Kings. Mary points to Jesus as our
life, salvation and our hope. Later
Church fathers and doctors continued
to use the title. Hymns of the 11th to
13th centuries address Mary as queen:
Salve Regina (Hail Queen), Ave Regina
Caelorum (Hail, Queen of Heaven),
Alma Redemptoris Mater (Loving
Mother of Our Savior) and Regina
Coeli (Queen of Heaven). These four
ancient Marian antiphons are prayed
in the Liturgy of the Hours at different
times of the year.
The Catholic faith states as a dogma
that Mary was assumed into heaven
and is with Jesus Christ, her divine Son.
Mary should be called Queen, not only
because of her Divine Motherhood of
Jesus Christ, but also because God has
willed her to have an exceptional role
in the work of eternal salvation. Mary
was chosen as Mother of Christ so that
she might help fulfill God’s plan in
the redemption of humankind. The
Queenship of Mary is commemorated

in the last of the Glorious Mysteries
of the Holy Rosary—the Coronation
of the Virgin as Queen of Heaven and
Earth.
The feast of the Queenship of
Mary is of recent institution, though
of ancient origin and devotion. The
Venerable Pope Pius XII established
this feast in 1954 with his encyclical
Ad caeli Reginam. Pope Pius XII stated
that Mary is Queen above every other
creature because of the elevation of
her soul and the excellence of the
gifts she received. She never ceases
to bestow all the treasures of her love
and care on humanity. Originally
the feast was celebrated on May 31.
With the post-Vatican II reform of the
liturgical calendar, the Queenship of
Mary is now celebrated on August 22,
eight days after the Solemnity of the
Assumption, in order to emphasize the
close bond between Mary’s queenship
and her glorification in body and soul
next to her Son. Lumen Gentium, the
Second Vatican Council’s Constitution
on the Church, declares that, “Mary
was taken up body and soul into
heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord
as Queen of the universe, that she
might be more fully conformed to her
Son.” (LG 59)
Pope Paul VI, in his 1974 apostolic
exhortation Marialis Cultus, points out
that “In the Virgin Mary everything
is relative to Christ and dependent
upon him. It was with a view to Christ
that God the Father from all eternity
chose her to be the all-holy Mother
and adorned her with gifts of the Spirit
granted to no one else.” (n. 25)
This is the root of the feast of the
Queenship of Mary: Mary is Queen
because of her unique association to her
Son, both during her earthly journey as
well as in heavenly glory. The kingship
of Christ is not about power and riches,
but is interwoven with humility, service
and love. Jesus is a king who serves his

servants, and the same is true for Mary. She
is queen in God’s service to humanity. She
is the queen of love, who lives out her gift of
self to God in order to enter into His plan of
salvation for man. To the angel she responds:
Behold the handmaid of the Lord (Luke
1:38). In the Magnificat she sings: God has
looked upon the lowliness of His handmaid
(Luke 1:48). Mary helps us. She is queen
precisely by loving us, by helping us in every
one of our needs.
Mary exercises her queenship of service
and love by watching over us, her children.
We are the children who turn to her in
prayer, to thank her and to ask her maternal
protection and her heavenly help. In times of
serenity or in the darkness of life we turn to
Mary, entrusting ourselves to her continual
intercession, so that from her Son we may
obtain every grace and mercy necessary for our
pilgrimage through life.
The feast of the Queenship of Mary helps
us to understand that the Holy Virgin Mary,
as our Mother next to her Son Jesus in the
glory of Heaven, is always with us in the
daily unfolding of our lives. The title Queen
is therefore a title of trust, of joy and of love.
We know that what Mary holds in her hands
for the fate of the world is good. She loves us
and she helps us in our difficulties.
Mary is the Queen of heaven who is close
to God, but she is also the Mother who is
close to each one of us and who listens to our
voice. •
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second COLLECTIONS
by Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General

Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry Collection

BULLETIN DATES: AUGUST 6TH & 13TH
COLLECTION DATES: AUGUST 19TH & 20TH

T

he Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry
Collection helps the priests and laity of our
diocese bring the joy of the gospel to our Spanishspeaking Catholics under
our pastoral care. We are so
Price
grateful to Lord Jesus, that
we have three native Spanish
speaking priests in our diocese: Fr. Rigoberto
Betancurt at Christ the King in Bossier
City, our newly ordained priest, Father Fidel
Mondragón at St. Joseph and at Saint Mary of
the Pines in Shreveport, and Fr. Juan Garcia
offering Mass at St. Joseph in Mansfield. We
also rejoice in the ministry of Spanish-as-asecond-language priests in our presbyterate,
Fr. Al Jost, OFM, Fr. Mark Watson, Fr. Joseph
Howard, Fr. Francis Kamau, FMH, Fr. John
Paul Crispin, FMH, Fr. Joseph Kallookalam, CMI, Fr. Pat Madden and
myself. Bishop Duca also celebrates the Sacraments in Spanish, much to
the delight and spiritual edification of our Spanish-speaking Catholics.
Pope Francis calls all Catholics to be “missionary disciples.” Like the
Blessed Virgin Mary who was the first missionary disciple bringing the
joy of the Gospel to Elizabeth and the child in her womb, so too in our
own day and time are we. The Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic Ministry
Collection is our concrete work of mercy bringing Christ’s joy, hope and
salvation to those among us who have left family and homeland under
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dire circumstances to find here, in “the land of
the free and the home of the brave,” the great
gifts of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
We receive all who come looking for these
“inalienable rights” as surely as we would have
received Jesus, Mary and Joseph who were also
forced to leave their family and homeland.
Your participation in the Diocese of Shreveport
Hispanic Ministry Collection ensures that our
Spanish-speaking brothers and sisters remain
devout Catholics. Your gift makes it possible
for parishes and our diocese to provide: faith
formation for children and adults, sacramental
preparation, liturgical, leadership and pastoral
ministry training, other forms of outreach and
retreats.
Your donation goes a long way. It glorifies God
and brings salvation to His people. The second
collection for the Diocese of Shreveport Hispanic
Ministry Collection allows our Spanish–speaking
Catholics to continue to live out their vibrant
Catholic faith and strong devotion to the Lord
and His Saints in the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church. They
have as much to offer us
as we have to offer them.
This mutual exchange
mirrors and echoes in our
own time the exchange of
spiritual grace between the
Blessed Virgin Mary and
her Child, and Elizabeth
and her child. Your
generosity ensures that
all of us are abundantly
blessed by the divine favor
of God. This is what it
means to be a “missionary disciple:” to go out
with and like Jesus and Mary to the peripheries.
Whatever you can give will help the Church to
announce that the kingdom of God is at hand.
Your donation, no matter what the size, makes a
difference. Please participate as generously as you
are able. •
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General, is the Director of
Second Collections.

vocations VIEW
by Raney Johnson, Seminarian

Discerning Marriage

Contemplating Marriage? Consider Taking These Steps

I

n encouraging others to discern
a vocation to the priesthood and
religious life, sometimes those called
to married life might not experience the
same encouragement. However, it can
be difficult to go about telling someone
to discern the married life. There are
no marriage seminaries or monasteries
where people go to meet their spouses.
Those discerning married life have to
live day to day in the secular world with
many voices influencing them not to get
married. Then how do the Catholic men
and women who discern married life
each day determine whether or not God
is calling them to the vocation of Holy
Matrimony?
My goal is not so much to offer advice
to those who are single, rather I want to
offer some advice in discerning married
life to Catholics who are dating. First,
always put God first. The ultimate goal
of married life is for spouses to get
each other to heaven, so the first place
Catholics can start in discerning married
life is determining whether or not the
person they are discerning married life
with is leading them closer to God.
A husband and wife are each other’s
spiritual strength and should always
encourage each other to grow in holiness.

Couples discerning marriage can pray
the rosary together, go to Mass together
and attend adoration together to ask
God if He is calling them to married life.
Couples can also seek the help of the
saints by choosing patron saints for their
discernment such as the Blessed Mother
and St. Joseph or St. Therese of Lisieux’s

It is not far-fetched to
say that more faithful

marriages will provide
more faithful priests.
parents, Sts. Louis and Zelie Martin.
Second, find a priest to tag along on
the journey. Men and women discerning
vocations to the priesthood and religious
life are always encouraged to find a
spiritual director to help guide them in
knowing if they should join the seminary
or a religious order, so I think the
same should be encouraged for couples
discerning married life. The priest does
not have to be a spiritual director per
se, but could be a wise voice to offer
encouragement and guidance in learning
God’s will.
Third, if preparing for a proposal,

have the engagement ring blessed.
An engagement is always an exciting
moment and what better way to start it
off than by going to a deacon or priest
and asking him to bless the ring before
ever saying those special words, “Will
you marry me?”
The fourth point is similar to the
third, ask a deacon or priest to bless
the engagement, which might include
using the ceremony for blessing an
engagement found in the Book of
Blessings.
An argument might be brought up
to these points that some Catholics
date people who belong to other
Christian denominations or who are
not Christian at all. My answer to this
argument is that these suggestions for
those discerning the married life can
help slowly and respectfully introduce
the Catholic faith to a non-Catholic
who is dating a Catholic, which could
save the non-Catholic in the couple
from any awkwardness he or she might
experience on the first day of marriage
prep with a priest.
In conclusion, one might wonder
why a seminarian is offering advice to
couples. I have two reasons. The first
is that discerning married life is as
exciting and important as discerning
the priesthood or the religious life. The
second is that the future priests of the
Church receive their first formation in
the homes of faithful couples, whether
both parents are Catholic or only one
parent is Catholic. It is not far-fetched
to say that more faithful marriages will
provide more faithful priests. •
Interested in a vocation to the
priesthood or religious life? Contact
Fr. Jerry Daigle, Jr., Director of
Vocations, 318-868-4441,
or jdaigle@dioshpt.org.
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Catholic Schools
2016-17 Annual Report
August, 2017
Dear Friends of Catholic Schools:
The information presented in this report indicates
that our schools completed another successful year in
providing quality Catholic education throughout our
diocese.
As we continue to focus on our core values of
Catholic identity, effective leadership, academic
quality and sustainable financial viability, we must
always give thanks to God for the opportunities He
provides us and the blessings we experience every day.
The statistics and data provided in this report clearly
indicate that we are a system of schools that, through
God’s grace, is moving in the right direction.
I am most grateful to Bishop Michael Duca for
his ongoing support and commitment to Catholic
education. We are fortunate to have a leader who
cares so deeply about young people. I join him in
thanking our pastors and the dedicated professionals
who work so tirelessly in our schools to make them
the quality learning centers that they are.
As this report provides us an opportunity to review
and reflect on the previous academic year, it also gives
us valuable information to focus on in 2017-2018.
I am confident that with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit we will build on the success of the past and face
our challenges with great energy and enthusiasm.
“Always find your refuge in Jesus,” St. Angela Merici.
Sincerely,

Enrollment
PRE-K
K		
1st		
2nd		
3rd		
4th		
5th		
6th		

198
138
125
136
129
119
101
114

7th		
8th		
9th		
10th		
11th		
12th		
TOTAL

Faculty & Staff
118
3
11
22
26
6

Full-Time Certified Classroom Teachers
Music Teachers
P.E. Teachers
Pre-School Teachers
Instructional Assistants
Certified Principals

ACT Scores
NATIONAL: 20.8
STATE: 19.5
ST. FREDERICK: 24.9
LOYOLA COLLEGE
PREP: 25.6

Sr. Carol Shively, OSU
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
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110
116
167
167
157
164
1941

Faculty & Staff Awards
5 YEARS
Del Johnson
Harold Meekins
Anna Moore
Arelis Soberal
Alicia Ducote
Amy Crick
Katherine High
Cindy Kincaid

Terri Southwell
Leigh Ann Taylor
Jennifer Deason
Andy Hitt
Valorie Maniscalco
Shelia Soriano
Jennifer Chunn
Katherine Monahan
Bridgette Tannehill

10 YEARS
Katherine Gilbert
Amy Simon
15 YEARS
Tony Rinaudo
Charlynn Leehy
Catherine Prince
Pam Hostetler

20 YEARS
Linda Harris
Robin Blandin
Catherine Mackey
Claudia Park
Jim Yatcko
30 YEARS
Emily Pasquier

2016-17 School Board Councils
JESUS THE GOOD
SHEPHERD SCHOOL
L.J. Holland
Lane Eddleman
Jeff Leaumont
Amy Sawyer
Charles Taylor
Judge Alvin Sharp
Jott Delcambre
OUR LADY OF FATIMA
SCHOOL
Martin Thibodeaux
Marcus Eichhorn, III
Della Neitz
Monica Bontty
Ginger Bowling

ST. FREDERICK HIGH
SCHOOL
Judge Wendell Manning
Susan Chappell
Carmen Sims
Shereba Diaz
Christopher Jones
Hannah Livingston
Alan Breithaupt
Brenda Hilburn
Jon Guice
ST. JOHN
BERCHMANS SCHOOL
Dan Marcalus
Pam Shaughnessy
Carol Gates
Fr. Peter Mangum
Rene Mekelburg

Eric Anderson
Casey Hyde
JoEllen Holbron
Trey Woodham
Alyson Perryman
Mary Beth Fox
LOYOLA COLLEGE PREP
Dr. Rick Michael
Jason Waltman
Tom Simms
Andy Taylor
Cliff LeBlanc
Angel Camden
Knox Ridley
Keith Todaro
Lori Mays
Jeri Thompson
Ann Harvey

Neal Cooper
Mark Hart
John Ponthie
Greg Wellman
Staten Fontaine
Theresa Murphy
Anne Bryan
Ashley Rockett
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL
Angela Cush-John
David Rossi
Jennifer Henley
Jordan Chevalier
Shea Wilkes
Alice Ann Hutlas
Fr. Mark Franklin
Michelle Machen
Luisa LeMoine

Diocese of SHreveport
Non-Discriminatory School Policy
The Diocese of Shreveport School system re-affirms its non-discriminatory policy on the
basis of race, sex, color, national, and ethnic origin in its educational programs, activities,
and employment policies in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title
IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments, and Sections 4.03 (a) and 4.03 (c) Revenue
Procedure 75-50.
All students, faculty members and staff, without exception, are admitted to all rights,
privileges, and activities generally accorded or made available at the schools which do not
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, national, and ethnic origin in the administration
of its employment policies, admission policies, scholarship, and loan programs, and athletic
and other school-administrated programs.
St. John Berchmans School, Shreveport • St. Joseph School, Shreveport • Loyola
College Prep, Shreveport • Jesus the Good Shepherd School, Monroe • Our Lady of
Fatima School, Monroe • St. Frederick High School, Monroe
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local NEWS
Catechetical Fairs: Family, The
Missing Piece of Catechesis
by Shelly Bole, Director of Catechesis

Catechetical Fair
Includes Session for
Parents/Catechists
for Persons with
Special Needs

R

Saturday August 26, 9am-1pm, Catholic Center, Shreveport
Sunday August 27, 1:30pm-5:30pm St. Paschal, West Monroe
Register Online at:
www.dioshpt.org/ministries/catechesis

T

he 2017 Catechetical Fairs this year will focus on engaging families and parents
in the faith formation of their children. Dr. Joseph White, sponsored by Our
Sunday Visitor, will be the keynote speaker. Dr. White will discuss some of
the obstacles families face today as well as five ways in which catechists can involve
parents in the formation of their child. Pope Francis reminds us that “families are not
a problem; they are first and foremost an opportunity.” (Amoris Laetitia #7)
This event is not only for catechists/parents of school-aged children, but for those
who work with adults as well. When we think of “family,” our minds tend to go
immediately to the picture of parents and children. Family is so much bigger than
that. Family includes those non-biological children and adults in our lives who hold
very special places, and our church family.
Remember the saying, “It takes a village?” The Catholic Church believes the
parish/church is that village and that we all share responsibility in encouraging
the faith in our young as well as each other. Please join us as we embark on this
important conversation.
Books from specific publishers will be available for purchase and/or preview.
For more information, visit http://www.dioshpt.org/ministries/catechesis/ . •
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ecently, I was visiting with
some parents who have children
with special needs which
either limited or prohibited their
participation in traditional PSR/
Faith Formation and sometimes the
Sacraments. I shared with them some
of the initiatives publishers have taken
to assist catechists and parents in
forming persons with special needs
or disabilities. They had no idea these
resources were available, and I had
no idea that they weren’t aware of
them! These two moms, Renita Scott
and Wendy McDearmont, decided
the three of us were going to do
something about this huge void in our
church ministries.
Our first initiative is to invite
parents of and catechists for
special needs children/teens to the
Catechetical Fairs. Following the
theme of the Fairs: “Families, the
Missing Piece in Catechesis,” we will
be offering a special breakout session
for parents and catechists, presenting
the different resources/initiatives that
are now available and how to use them
both in faith formation settings and at
home.
If you are a parent of a special needs
child/teen or know someone who
desires their special child to know
Jesus, please join us at the Catechetical
Fairs. You may register at http://
www.dioshpt.org/ministries/catechesis/
or contact Shelly Bole at 318-2197302, sbole@dioshpt.org. All are
welcome: grandparents, parents, aunts,
uncles, spiritual companions, Catholic
and non-Catholic. Pre-registration is
required. $15 registration fee. •

CHRISTUS Donates Properties
and Building to Diocese;
Hospital & Office Buildings to
Margaret Place Properties

Priest Changes
and Assignments
for the Diocese

by Jessica Rinaudo

Fr. Daigle

Fr. Kuriakose

Fr. Martina

Fr. McGrath

Fr. Mondragón

Fr. Uwamungu

Vicar General Fr. Rothell Price and CHRISTUS Senior Vice President, Group
Operations Stephen Wright at a press conference announcing donations.

O

n July 12, 2017, CHRISTUS
Shreveport-Bossier Health
System held a press
conference at the former CHRISTUS
Schumpert Hospital on Margaret Place
in Shreveport to announce two big
donations to two organizations.
Stephen Wright, CHRISTUS Senior
Vice President, Group Operations, said,
“Today we are donating to the Diocese
of Shreveport, really three different
things. There are two pieces of property
that we are donating… to the diocese.
We are also donating the building that
is at 902 Olive… that is where the
Breast Imaging Center was.”
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General
for the Diocese of Shreveport, was
present as the diocesan representative.
He responded, “On behalf of Bishop
Duca and the people of the Diocese of
Shreveport, we are truly grateful for this
donation from CHRISTUS Shreveport
Bossier. We will use this donation to
continue to serve the local community.
So from these donations, we intend to
continue the work that was done here
in the healing ministry and in other
forms of outreach. So on behalf of
Bishop Duca, thank you very much.”
In the second part of the

announcement, Wright said the hospital
and several medical office buildings
will be donated to a new nonprofit
called Margaret Place Properties. This
501(c)(3) was formed to support
LSU Health Shreveport through the
management of donated property to
provide an efficient, cost-effective and
integrated health care campus for the
residents of Northwest Louisiana. The
donation includes the hospital facility,
several adjacent medical office buildings
and parking garage. In addition,
CHRISTUS has offered a one-time
monetary gift of up to $6.5 million
over three years to defray the initial
operating and renovation costs.
The donation was completed on June
30 and includes the 18-acre hospital
campus, buildings at 1801 Fairfield
Ave., 950 Olive St., the parking garage
and several other free standing buildings
surrounding the campus. CHRISTUS
had previously sold the building at 865
Olive to the Martin Luther King Health
Center at under fair market value and
donated a parking lot on Margaret Place
to Loyola College Prep.
More will be announced soon on the
Diocese of Shreveport’s plans for these
donations. •

Fr. Vadakemuriyil

• Fr. Jerry Daigle, Jr.,
Chaplain, St. Frederick
High School, Monroe,
and Diocesan Vocations
Director. He is relieved of
his assignment at St. Jude
Parish, Benton, effective
August 1, 2017.

• Fr. Biju Kuriakose, CMI, Parochial Vicar,
Jesus the Good Shepherd Parish, Monroe,
effective July 1, 2017.
• Fr. Joseph Martina, Jr., Pastoral
Administrator of St. Clement Parish in
Vivian, continuing as Pastor of St. Pius
X Parish, Shreveport, effective August 1,
2017.
• Fr. Andre McGrath, OFM, retired
effective July 1, 2017.
• Fr. Fidel MondragÓn, Parochial Vicar, St.
Joseph Parish, Shreveport, effective July 1,
2017.
• Fr. Jean Bosco Uwamungu, Pastoral
Administrator, Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Shreveport, effective July
1, 2017.
• Fr. Thomas John Vadakemuriyil, CMI,
celebrates the Sunday Mass at St. Clement
Parish, Vivian, continuing assignment as
Chaplain in the Pastoral Care Department
of CHRISTUS Highland Medical Center,
Shreveport effective August 1, 2017.
August 2017 17

Protecting God’s Children Remains Shared Goal
by John Mark Willcox

Deacon Michael Straub, Safe Environment Coordinator, leads a training class for
new Protecting God's Children facilitators at the Catholic Center.

S

ince the 2002 initiation of our diocesan program
designed to create a safe environment for our
children and young people, our diocese has
exposed thousands of church volunteers and employees
to the Protecting God’s Children program and made our
faith community much safer for these young members of
our worshipping family.
Part of the success of this program is due to the
facilitators of this learning module who have introduced
the program to so many people over the past 15 years.
In June, six more special facilitators underwent training
to strongly carry on the tradition of creating safe
environments within the Diocese of Shreveport.
These individuals represent Catholic parishioners
from across our diocese, including JoAnn Beason and
Ramel Fields, St. Joseph Parish – Mansfield; Jean Rains,
St. John the Baptist Parish – Many; Lindy Brasher, St.
Matthew Parish – Monroe; Cathy Wise, St. Patrick
Parish – Lake Providence; and Rosalba Quiroz, Christ
the King Parish – Bossier City.
“This challenge has not simply gone away,”
commented program director Deacon Michael Straub.
“We still have new employees, teachers and church
volunteers who have not been exposed to our VIRTUS®
Safe Environment Program and we continue to be called
to need each individual to go through our program. I am
thankful that these newly trained facilitators have made
themselves available to continue this ongoing training
process.”
For the first time, this program will be offered to the
faithful by a facilitator speaking in Spanish, thanks to
Rosalba Quiroz completing her training. She is ready
18 Catholic Connection

to expand our VIRTUS® program to new
audiences, commenting, “We are so happy
to bring Protecting God’s Children to our
Hispanic community in their native language
so that we can ensure a safe environment for
the many children and young people who
make up our Latino worship family.”
Regular Protecting God’s Children sessions
in English continue to be offered at the
Catholic Center on the second Wednesday
night of each month, as well as at selected sites
and times throughout the diocese.
You will continue to receive information
on this program through your Catholic
Connection. For more information about a
scheduled safe environment session in your
area, call the Office of Human Resources at
318-219-7287, or visit our website, www.
dioshpt.org. •

PROMISE Pledge
to Protect to
HEAL
We train
everyone to
prevent and
report abuse.

195 U.S. dioceses/

eparchies have a victim
assistance coordinator to
obtain assistance and provide
support for those abused.

require allegations of
sexual abuse to be reported
to public authorities.

trained

We provide
outreach to
those abused.

We require
background
checks.
100% of U.S.
dioceses/eparchies

2,400,627 adults trained
4,484,609 children

We report all
allegations.

We work
with law
enforcement.
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

2,390,956

background checks
for clerics, employees
and volunteers

Mondragón and Trombetta Ordinations
Bring Joy & Hope to Diocese
by Jessica Rinaudo, Editor

J

une was an exciting and
encouraging month for the Diocese
of Shreveport with two ordinations
– one to the priesthood and another to
the transitional diaconate.
On June 10, the Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans was filled to standing room
only as people from across the diocese
and travellers from Mexico filled the
pews to watch as Fidel MondragÓn was
ordained to the priesthood. That Mass
was said primarily in Spanish, Fr. Fidel’s
native tongue. Priests, deacons and laity
alike looked on with tears in their eyes as
Bishop Duca laid hands on Fidel, and as
his brother priests welcomed him with
hugs. Following his ordination, Fr. Fidel
gave his first blessing to Bishop Duca,
and then to his mother.
At the end of Mass, Fr. Fidel stood up
and said a few words, first in English,
then in Spanish.
“I am very grateful to God for this
great gift of the priesthood. Thank you
to my mother, present here, my father,
who from heaven looks down on me,”
said Fr. Fidel. He continued, “The
Virgin Mary has always occupied a very
important place in my vocation. Today I
continue asking her for her blessings and
I know she blesses me all the time. Pray
for me, sisters and brothers, so that my
weaknesses do not obscure the face of

Christ in my priestly ministry and pray
for me so that I will learn from Jesus to
offer my life each day for the beloved
people of God.”
As he exited Mass and walked outside
the Cathedral doors, his brother priests
awaited him and greeted him with loud
applause and enthusiastic cheers.
Fr. Fidel MondragÓn has been assigned
as Parochial Vicar to St. Joseph Parish in
Shreveport, where he will serve with Fr.
Matthew Long in the parish and get to

"Pray for me sisters
and brothers so that my
weaknesses do not obscure
the face of Christ in my
priestly ministry..."
work with a Catholic school. He is also
serving at the Spanish Mass at St. Mary
of the Pines Parish in Shreveport on
Sundays.
Two weeks later, on June 24, Duane
Trombetta took one of his final steps
towards becoming a priest when he was
ordained to the Transitional Diaconate
at Holy Trinity Parish in downtown
Shreveport. Holy Trinity is Duane’s home
parish and he was embraced with love

and offered encouragement by the
permanent deacons after Bishop Duca
ordained him to the diaconate.
Following his ordination to the
diaconate, Deacon Duane Trombetta
has been assigned to the Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans until October
30, then he will return to seminary to
finish out his final classes before being
ordained a priest in the summer of
2018.
Even in the wake of several priests
retiring, 2017 has given the Diocese of
Shreveport two more men dedicated
to serving God and His people. Please
continue to pray for our seven men in
seminary, and consider writing notes of
congratulations and thanks to both Fr.
Fidel MondragÓn and Deacon Duane
Trombetta. •

Fr. Fidel MondragÓn
St. Joseph Parish
204 Patton Ave.
Shreveport, LA 71105

Deacon Duane Trombetta
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
939 Jordan St.
Shreveport, LA 71101
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Catholic Charities Welcomes
Refugee Family
by Lucy Medvec, Catholic Charities of North Louisiana

as needed, registering the family for
eligible state benefits, and offering
information on cultural orientation.
Case managers also work with
them by providing information on
personal safety and public rules and
issues.
Meg Goorley, executive director
of CCNLA, explained, “Reuniting
this young family with their relatives
is important to the organization’s
mission of bringing Christ’s love
to the poor and vulnerable. In
working with the USCCB, we have
been able to provide the resources
necessary to help them become a
part of our community.”
This is the first refugee family
that CCNLA has worked to resettle.
While the timing of any future
resettlement of refugees is unknown,
Catholic Charities is honored
to continue to serve immigrants
and refugees already living in our
communities throughout North
Louisiana. •

T

here is nothing quite like the
Since their arrival, this family has been
anticipation and excitement of
welcomed into a Burmese community in
someone arriving at the airport – the Bossier City, receiving help in securing
smiles and hugs at the gate, along with the housing, employment and other resources.
happiness of being home and being with
CCNLA has played a role in the
family. Last April, Catholic Charities
resettlement process by enrolling the
of North Louisiana (CCNLA) had the
adults in English as a Second Language
unique opportunity to help welcome a
(ESL) classes, providing transportation
refugee family of four from Myanmar
(formerly known as Burma) as they
arrived in Louisiana. In conjunction
with the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Migration and
Refugee Services program, CCNLA
has worked to ensure this family has
properly resettled and adjusted to their
new home.
The journey of Lian Sut Khai began
in 2009 when he attempted to come to
the United States to be with his mother,
her husband, and Lian’s siblings. He
wanted to leave Myanmar because it
was a time when Christians were being
persecuted for their religious beliefs.
Before he was able to leave, he met and
married his wife, Niang En Lun, which
delayed the resettlement process. While
uring the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans’ Vacation Bible School,
they were still waiting to come to the
United States, they had two children,
children collected items for Catholic Charities’ Gabriel’s Closet, a
now ages 4 and 2. After four years of
program that provides resources and education for parents of young
time spent at a refugee camp in Kuala
children. In addition to the collection, campers also donated their spare change
Lumpur, Malaysia, they successfully
throughout the week, totaling over $215 for Gabriel’s Closet. •
arrived in Shreveport on April 5.

Vacation Bible School Gives Back

D
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Louisiana Catholic Federal Credit
Union: And the Two Became One
by Randy Tiller

Find Us
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www.dioshpt.org
thecatholicconnection.org

CatholicConnections App

@catholicconnection

O

n March 1, 2016, St. Joseph
Broadmoor Federal Credit
Union merged with Louisiana
Catholic Federal Credit Union. At that
time, Louisiana Catholic FCU inherited
the members of St. Joseph Broadmoor
FCU as well as its assets and liabilities.
The merging of these two credit unions
could be considered a marriage of two
entities with one common goal.
In 1951 Louisiana Catholic FCU
(originally St. John’s Parish Federal
Credit Union) was chartered to serve the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans and
in 1953, St. Joseph Broadmoor FCU
was chartered to serve St. Joseph Parish.
Both credit unions have a long history of
providing excellent financial services.
Louisiana Catholic FCU’s field of
membership includes all the Catholic
churches and schools in the Shreveport
and Bossier area, the Diocese of
Shreveport and even some churches
in Ruston, Zwolle, Minden, Homer
and Haynesville, as well as several local
businesses. Some of Louisiana Catholic
FCU’s services include: loans, mortgages,
savings, checking, debit cards, money
market accounts, IRA’s, Health Savings
Accounts, money orders, safe deposit
boxes, mobile banking, online financial
services and bill pay.
Because the board of directors and
management wanted the members of St.

Joseph Broadmoor FCU to feel welcome,
safe and comfortable with the merger and
wanted to unify the two merging credit
unions, Louisiana Catholic FCU adopted
St. Joseph Broadmoor FCU’s logo. Also,
three of St. Joseph Broadmoor FCU’s
board of directors joined the board of
Louisiana Catholic FCU.
God continues to bless Louisiana
Catholic FCU with growth. A new
branch location at 814 Jordan Street was
opened in November 2016.
It hopes parishioners and staff of the
Catholic churches and faculty, staff and
students of the Catholic schools in the
field of membership will take advantage
of the services offered by Louisiana
Catholic FCU. With the merger of the
two Catholic credit unions, Louisiana
Catholic FCU is presently the only
Catholic credit union in the Diocese of
Shreveport. They are hoping to expand
their field of membership in the near
future to potential member parishes,
churches and schools throughout the
Diocese of Shreveport.
It’s the credit union’s goal to serve its
members in a friendly and professional
manner and provide financial services
that meet their needs. If you’re not yet a
member of Louisiana Catholic FCU, you
are invited to visit one of the locations
and start enjoying the benefits of being a
member! •

www.facebook.com/
DioceseofShreveport

twitter.com/cathconnection

www.flickr.com/
photos/23683423@N05/

www.youtube.com/dioshpt

www.pinterest.com/
cathconnection
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Vacation Bible School Across the Diocese
1

1. St. Mary of the Pines Parish, Shreveport
2. Mary, Queen of Peace Parish, Bossier City
3. Jesus the Good Shepherd Parish, Monroe
4. St. Paschal Parish, West Monroe
5. St. Jude Parish, Benton
6. Cathedral of St. John Berchmans, Shreveport
7. St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Ruston
8. St. Pius X Parish, Shreveport
9. St. John the Baptist Parish, Many
10. Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Shreveport
11. St. Joseph Parish, Shreveport

2

5

3

6

4

7
11

9

8
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hispanic NEWS
por Rosalba Quiroz

Presentación de Nueva Secretaria
para el Ministerio Hispano
Calendario de Agosto
15 Fiesta de la Asunción de la
virgen María a los cielos, día de
obligación.
Nota: El mes de Agosto estará dedicado
a las actividades parroquiales en
camino hacia el V Encuentro y en
septiembre reanudamos la Escuela
de Liderazgo Pastoral, con la primer
clase el 23 de septiembre.

M

elina Sanchez, comenzó
a trabajar de asistente
administrativo para la
oficina del Ministerio Hispano de la
Diócesis de Shreveport el primero de
junio de este año. Ella es originaria de
México del estado de Guerrero pero
ha vivido en Estados Unidos desde
que tenía 13 años.
Hace seis años Melina junto, con
su familia se mudó del estado de
Alabama donde creció a la ciudad de
Bossier City, LA, siendo miembro
activo desde entonces en la parroquia
de Cristo Rey.

Agradecemos a Dios por la
bendición de Melina y su familia,
ya que son una familia muy unida y
bendecida por Dios nuestro Señor,
y por ponerla en nuestra diócesis.
También agradecemos a Melina por
aceptar este llamado de poner sus
dones a disposición de la comunidad
hispana en esta área de Louisiana.
Melina está casada con Norberto
Aguilar y juntos tienen dos hijos
Mateo, quien acaba de cumplir 3 años
y Camila quien tiene apenas un añito
de edad.
Preguntándole a Melina sobre

un comentario que quisiera compartir
con nuestros lectores de la Catholic
Connection y a la comunidad hispana
en general, ella respondió: “Estoy muy
feliz y bendecida por esta oportunidad
que Dios me dio al ponerme al servicio
de mi comunidad y estar más cerca de
ellos. Quiero bríndale a todos mi ayuda
en lo que yo pueda asistirles y que mi
servicio sirva de algo en sus vidas, espero
podamos crecer juntos en comunidad y
en el camino de Dios.”
La oficina del Ministerio Hispano en
la diócesis existe para apoyar el trabajo
pastoral de las parroquias y los hispanos
que viven en nuestra área y ahora con
la bendición de Melina, esos servicios
seguirán floreciendo y seguiremos, como
ella ya lo dice, “en el camino de Dios.” •

MINISTERIO HISPANO CATOLICO - DIOCESIS DE SHREVEPORT
Rosalba Quiroz, Directora (318) 219-7265; rquiroz@dioshpt.org Melina Sanchez, Secretaria (318) 219-7257; msanchez@dioshpt.org
Cristo Rey, Bossier City

425 McCormick Street
P. Rigo Betancurt
P. Mark Watson
(318) 221-0238
Domingo-3:00 pm
Lunes y Martes-7pm

Sagrado Corazon,
Oak Grove

201 Purvis St.
P. Joseph Kallookalam
(318) 559-2876
Domingo-5:00 pm

Santo Tomás Aquino,
Ruston

810 Carey Avenue
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-1:30pm

San Pascual, W. Monroe

711 North 7th Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-4:00 pm

San Juan Bautista,
Many

1130 San Antonio Ave.
P. Michael Thang’wa
(318) 256-5680
1er Domingo de Mes-5pm

Sta Maria de los Pinos,
Shreveport

1050 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
P. Fidel Mondragon
(318) 455-2300
Domingo-11:30 am

Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo
Socorro, Farmerville

600 East Water Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Sábado-7:00 pm

San José, Mansfield

305 Jefferson Street
P. Juan Garcia
(318) 872-1158
Domingo-3:00 pm
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Kids' Connection!

This Month We Learn About
Saint John Eudes

who was he?

Born in France in 1601, John Eudes was ordained
a priest at age 24 as a member of the religious
order of the Oratorians. During his early
priesthood, there was a plague and John served
as a missionary, caring for the sick and burying
the dead. To keep others from getting sick, he
lived alone in a field during that time. During his
lifetime, he created a refuge to help women escape
their wayward lives, founded two seminiaries, and
created the Eudist family, which contained many
orders of women religious and a lay order. John
wrote an Office and a Mass for the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and Holy Heart of Mary.

Word Find
MISSIONARY

CONFESSOR

PRIEST

DEVOTION

NORMANDY

REFUGE

EUDISTS

ORATORIANS

SACRED HEART

FOUNDER

PLAGUE

SEMINARIES
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Interesting facts

• St. John Eudes was also a parish missionary who
preached more than 100 missions throughout
France and Brittany.
• He broke with the Oratorians to establish the
Congregation of Jesus and Mary (Eudists) for the
education of priests and parish missions.
• He changed the private devotion of the Sacred
Heart into a devotion for the whole Church and
because of this, Pope Leo XIII proclaimed his
virtues heroic.

school NEWS

SJS Garden in Bloom

Students Embrace Summer Learning

A
S

t. Frederick High School
students have been busy since
school let out. One group spent
a week at CyberDiscovery camp on
the campus of Louisiana Tech. This
is a week-long camp that teaches the
basics of cyber technology along with
computer coding and robotics.
Additionally, three students attended

s part of the schoolwide Colony
Day celebration on March 10,
students planted a newly installed
garden for the first time. Potatoes,
tomatoes, cucumbers and cantaloupe are
just some of the summer produce that was
planted. During the last week of school,
7th graders took advantage of an early
cucumber harvest to make pickles. Over
the summer, parents and faculty have
helped tend the garden and harvest the
fruits of the students’ labors.

the National FBLA competition in Los
Angeles, CA. They competed at the
district and state levels earning the
opportunity to compete nationally.
Pictured: CyberDiscovery Team. Back
Row - Jack Weir, Dan O’Leary, Jacob
Albritton, Zach Shaw. Front row –
Danny Roa, Mrs. Joni Dollar, Jaden
Roy.

JGS Bids Farewell to Fr. Jim Moran

OLF Senior Tea

O

ur Lady of Fatima School
sponsored its first Senior Tea.
Children of teachers and Our
Lady Fatima’s previous students who were
graduating were honored.

Summer Paint at SJB

J

esus the Good Shepherd
School would like to thank Fr.
Jim Moran, co, for his time
and service in JGS Parish. He was
always willing to share his love and
knowledge of Jesus with the staff and
students at JGS School. He will be

greatly missed on campus and the
students and staff wish him all the
best at his new appointment. At the
same time, they welcome Fr. Biju
Kuriakose, cmi, Parochial Vicar,
into JGS Parish and school! We look
forward to getting to know Fr. Biju.

S

t. John Berchmans School was
bustling over the summer months
with a number of improvements
being made to the facilities including fresh
paint, cleaning the school and beautifying
the school campus.
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around the
DIOCESE
Fr. Andre McGrath Celebrated 50 Years

Sr. Martinette Wins
Volunteer Award

S

r. Martinette Rivers, OLS, was
honored as the Azalea Estates
Community Volunteer of the Year
2017. She is pictured with Lorrie Nunley,
Azalea Estates Executive Director, and Carl
Bigner, past winner, Tori Self, Assistant
E.D., and Bishop Michael Duca.

Deacons Become First
Degree Knights

F

r. Andre McGrath’s 50th
anniversary to the priesthood
was celebrated at Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Parish. On
June 11. Bishop Michael Duca con-

celebrated the Mass. In attendance
were the 3rd and 4th Degrees of the
Knights of Peter Claver (KPC), and
the 3rd and 4th Degrees of KPC
Ladies Auxiliary.

McElwee Chosen for LEAD Program

O

n May 4, Deacons Jack Lynch
and Mike Whitehead became first
degree knights in the Knights of
Columbus, Council 9260, St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish, Shreveport. The mission
of the Council is strong, visible parish
leadership in building the domestic church.

Steubenville South

M

akenna McElwee of St.
John the Baptist was one
of 20 teens accepted into
the Steubenville South Franciscan
LEAD, a week long retreat that is held
prior to the Steubenville Conference.
LEAD (Leadership, Evangelization,
and Discipleship) is geared toward
26 Catholic Connection

teens who have acknowledged an
eagerness to lead within their own
parish. Throughout the week, youth
were immersed in Christ-centered,
sacrament-filled Catholic teachings
that helped them step up to the next
level of leadership inspired by the life
and witness of St. Francis of Assisi.

Y

outh members from Jesus the Good
Shepherd Parish attended Steubenville
South in Alexandria, LA.

ULM Students Provide Fatima Presentation
in Hodge Home
Music at Mass

M

embers of the ULM Catholic
Campus Ministry student
band provide music for Mass
several times a month throughout the
school year. Rehearsals will begin with
the new school year in September and
all musicians and singers are invited to
join them.

A

n Our Lady of Fatima statue
was in the home of Rex and
Mimi Johnson, parishioners
of St. Lucy Parish in Hodge, on
June 10. A custodian of the statue
gave a talk and followed with a
rosary. Parishioners were invited and
attended.

St. Jude Completed
First Home Mission

K

nowing every community near and far has needs,
St. Jude Parish decided to do missionary work
in their own backyard. Many youth and young
adults, as well as numerous parishioners, volunteered as
the support team. Several of the missionaries stated that
the real impact was on their lives. By delving into the
community they were able to see needs great and small
that surround them every day.

Anniversary
Celebrations in Many

O

n June 25, St. John the
Baptist Parish in Many
celebrated their 146th
anniversary as a parish and Fr. Michael
Thang’wa’s birthday and anniversary
of his priestly ordination. Bishop
Michael Duca was in attendance for
the Mass and celebrations.

Youth Updated Marian
Garden at St. Pius X Parish

I

n May, to honor Mother Mary and in gratitude to the
parishioners of St. Pius X for their continued love and
support, the SPX Youth Group revamped their Mary
Prayer Garden. Youth project leaders, Jack and Jessica
designed the layout and chose the plants. Other youth
members, Andrew, Bre and Cheyenne joined them with
support and hard work making the vision into a reality.
Everyone did an amazing job!
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across the NATION
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

communities and parishes, and to
our country. We support you on your
journey to reach your God-given
potential.” •

My brother bishops
and I pledge

continuing efforts to
help find a humane
and permanent
resolution that

U.S. Bishops
Chairman Urges
Administration
to Raise Cap on
Refugee Admissions

protects DACA youth.
Bishop Jose S. Vásquez, Chair of
the Migration Committee & Bishop
of Austin, TX

USCCB Chairman Expresses
Ongoing Support for DACA
Calls on Administration and Congress to Ensure
Permanent Protection for DACA Youth

W

ASHINGTON— Over
750,000 youth have received
protection from Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
since its inception by the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) in
2012. While DACA provides no legal
status, it does provide recipients with a
temporary reprieve from deportation and
employment authorization for legal work
opportunities in the United States.
In response to the recent petition
to the U.S. Department of Justice to
terminate DACA, Bishop Joe S. Vásquez,
Chair of the Migration Committee and
Bishop of Austin, TX, expressed support
for DACA:
“The Catholic Bishops have long
supported DACA youth and continue
to do so. DACA youth are contributors
to our economy, veterans of our military,
academic standouts in our universities,
and leaders in our parishes. These young
people entered the U.S. as children
and know America as their only home.
The dignity of every human being,
particularly that of our children and
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youth, must be protected.
I urge the Administration to continue
administering the DACA program and to
publicly ensure that DACA youth are not
priorities for deportation.
However, DACA is not a permanent
solution; for this reason, I also call on
Congress to work in an expeditious and
bipartisan manner to find a legislative
solution for DACA youth as soon as
possible. My brother bishops and I pledge
continuing efforts to help find a humane
and permanent resolution that protects
DACA youth. Additionally, I note
the moral urgency for comprehensive
immigration reform that is just and
compassionate. The bishops will advocate
for these reforms as we truly believe they
will advance the common good.
Lastly, to DACA youth and their
families, please know that the Catholic
Church stands in solidarity with you. We
recognize your intrinsic value as children
of God. We understand the anxiety
and fear you face and we appreciate
and applaud the daily contributions
you make with your families, to local

W

ASHINGTON— The week
of July 14, U.S. refugee
admissions reached the
historically low cap of 50,000 refugees
allowed to be resettled in the U.S. for
Fiscal Year 2017, as set forth by the
Administration’s March 6 Executive
Order 13780. EO 13780 altered the
initial Fiscal Year 2017 Presidential
Determination which authorized the
resettlement of 110,000 refugees into
the United States. Currently there are
approximately 22.5 million refugees
seeking protection globally.
Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez,
Austin, TX, Chairman of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Committee on Migration, responded:
“I note with sadness that the new
U.S. refugee admissions cap of 50,000
individuals has been reached this week.
While certain refugees who have ‘bona
fide relationships’ will still be allowed
to arrive, I remain deeply concerned
about the human consequences of this
limitation and its impact on vulnerable
refugees such as unaccompanied
refugee children, elderly and infirm
refugees, and religious minorities. Now,
these vulnerable populations will not
be able to access needed protection
and will continue to face danger and
exploitation. Pope Francis reminds us
that ‘refugees are not pawns on the
chessboard of humanity.’ We must be
mindful that every refugee is more than
just a number, they are a child of God. •

VATICAN
news & notes

from Vatican Information Services
• On June 28, in the Vatican
Basilica, the Holy Father Francis
held an Ordinary Public
Consistory for the creation
of five new cardinals, for the
imposition of the berretta, the
consignment of the ring and
the assignment of the title or
diaconate.

the respective Heads of State
and Bishops, His Holiness Pope
Francis will make an Apostolic
Trip to Chile from January 15
- 18, 2018, visiting the cities of
Santiago, Temuco and Iquique,
and Peru from January 18 - 21,
visiting the cities of Lima, Puerto
Maldonado and Trujillo.

• On June 21, in the Holy See
Press Office, a Press Conference
was held for the presentation
of the initiative “The Pope for
South Sudan.” It is an initiative
that aims to foster, support and
encourage the work of the
various religious congregations
and international aid
organizations that are present
in the territory and which work
tirelessly to help the population
and to promote the process
of development and peace.
The pope intends to render
active his desire for closeness
with the people of South
Sudan by promoting – through
this Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development,
some initiatives in favor of the
population in various fields.
Two projects are in the field of
health. These are two hospitals
run by the Comboni Missionary
Sisters operating in South
Sudan... One project concerns
the field of education: through
the association “Solidarity with
South Sudan”, it is intended to
provide two-year scholarships
for students to enable them
to obtain a Master’s degree
primary school teaching at
the Solidarity Teacher Training
Center in Yambio.

• The General Secretariat of the
Synod of Bishops announces
the opening of a website in
preparation for the Fifteenth
Ordinary Assembly on the
theme “Young people, the faith,
and vocational discernment”,
which will be held in the month
of October 2018. This website
is available at http://youth.
synod2018.va. This initiative will
enable the promotion of wider
participation among all young
people around the world, not
only for receiving information on
the synodal event but also for
interacting and participating in
the path of preparation.

• Accepting the invitation from

• The Council of Cardinals met
with the Holy Father for three
days, June 12 -14. The working
sessions were dedicated to
further consideration of the
ways in which the Roman
Curia can better serve the
local Churches. For example,
a larger consultation board
made up also of members from
consecrated life and the laity,
for candidates proposed for
appointment as bishop. Among
other proposals, the possibility
of transferring some functions
from the Roman Dicasteries to
the local bishops or episcopal
councils, in a spirit of healthy
decentralization.

USCCB
news
& notes
from United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops

• A joint declaration issued on July 6
by U.S. and European Catholic bishops
calls for all nations to work together
to develop a "credible, verifiable
and enforceable strategy for the total
elimination of nuclear weapons."
Entitled "Nuclear Disarmament:
Seeking Human Security," the
declaration was issued to coincide
with the conclusion of a meeting
hosted that week by the United
Nations "to negotiate a legally binding
treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons,
leading towards their total elimination."
• Cardinal Daniel DiNardo and Bishop
Mitchell T. Rozanski issued a joint
statement in response to the June 18
attack on worshipers outside a mosque
in London. The attack occurred after
a van plowed into a crowd exiting a
mosque after Ramadan prayers near
Finsbury Park located in north London.
"We would like to express our deepest
condolences to the people of London
who once again woke to the news of
a terrorist attack. Our prayers extend
especially to the community of Muslims
from Finsbury Park Mosque in North
London whom it appears were the
intended victims of the attacker."
• Recognizing the continued urgency
for comprehensive immigration
reform, a humane refugee policy
and a safe border, Cardinal Daniel
DiNardo has extended the bishops
Working Group on Immigration.
Activities carried out by the working
group include statements responding
to executive orders on interior
enforcement, sanctuary cities,
and refugee resettlement; and on
legislation including the BRIDGE Act,
which would provide temporary relief
from deportation to youth previously
protected through the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program.
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mark your CALENDAR
The Catholic Center is showcasing a lobby
exhibit by the talented faithful of the diocese.
There are a number of artisans within the diocese and we
would like to bring the talent and beauty of their endeavors
to the many visitors to the Catholic Center.
The exhibit will be up for four – six months. The pieces have
to be original works, not copies or prints of someone else’s
work. Please email a photo of the object with information
identifying the piece and the artist’s name and contact
information to rtiller@dioshpt.org or lsutton@dioshpt.org.

8/19

Catholic Charities of North Louisiana
Presents Bingo on the Bayou
Join Catholic Charities of North Louisiana on August 19 for
a fun night of Bingo, dinner and a silent auction. Local priests
from around the diocese will serve as bingo callers for the event
with prizes being gift certificates to upscale local restaurants.
All proceeds from “Bingo on the Bayou” will benefit the
programs of Catholic Charities of North Louisiana, including
financial education, emergency assistance, healthy eating classes,
parenting programs and assistance for low-income mothers, and
immigration services. Individual tickets are $50 each with table
sponsor levels of $750, $1,000 and $1,500. Dress is casual and
the event is open to guests 21 years and older. For sponsorship
information or to order tickets, please contact the Catholic
Charities of North Louisiana office at 318-865-0200, ext. 101.

8/25

16th Annual Blue Mass
The 16th Annual Blue Mass honoring all law
enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency personnel will
take place on Friday, August 25, at 9:30 a.m. at St. Mary of the
Pines Parish, located at 1050 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop in
Shreveport. For more information, contact the church office at
318-687-5121.

9/24

Adult Faith Formation Series at the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans: The
Church Catholic and Apostolic - The First 1500
Years of the Faith This is the first class of a series dedicated
to examining the fullness of Catholic history as the world
prepares to mark the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Protestant Reformation. As an introduction to the Cathedral’s
focused theme of “A Catholic Retrospective: Transcending
History through the Eyes of Faith,” this series will explore the
rich and significant identity of the faith.

10/8

Multicultural Rosary at St. Joseph
Parish, Shreveport
This annual event, hosted by St. Joseph Parish, will have
members of the community praying each decade of the roasary
in a different language with responses in English. The Rosary
will begin at 2:00 p.m. St. Joseph Parish is located at 204 Patton
Avenue in Shreveport. Look for more information in upcoming
issues of The Catholic Connection, or contact the parish office at
318-865-3581.
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I / We would like to contribute to the Diocesan Stewardship Appeal with a total yearly pledge of:
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$3,500

$2,500
$2,000
$1,500
$1,000

Please send monthly reminders to:

$800
$750
$650
$500

$400
$350
$300
$250

At this time I / we are enclosing:

$200
$150
$100
$_______

$_____________

Print Name________________________________________________________________________________

Diocese of Shreveport
The Catholic Center
3500 Fairfield Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71104
www.dioshpt.org
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Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________State_________Zip Code____________
My / Our Church Parish______________________________________________________________________
Signature__________________________________________________________________________________
You may make a credit card payment online at: www.dioshpt.org (Click on Stewardship)

AUGUST
SUNDAY

MONDAY

30

31

St. Ignatius of
Loyola, priest

2017

TUESDAY

1

St. Alphonsus
Liguori, bishop
& doctor of the
Church

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

2

St. Eusebius of
Vercelli, bishop;
St. Peter Julian
Eynard, priest

3

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4
St. John
Vianney, priest

5

The
Dedication of
the Basilica
of St. Mary
Major

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
BEGINS / AUG 14

6

7

8

9

The
St. Sixtus II, pope, Catholic Schools
Protecting
Transfiguration of & companions,
Convocation,
God's Children,
the Lord
martyrs; St.
Catholic Center, Catholic Center,
Cagetan, priest
9:30am
6pm

10		
11

Deadline for
the September
Catholic
Connection

St. Clare, virgin

Priest Retirement
St. Teresa
Theology on
Committee
Benedicta of the Tap, Buffalo Wild
Meeting,
Cross, virgin &
Wings, Bossier
Catholic Center,
martyr
City, 6:30pm
11am
St.
Lawrence,
St. Dominic,
deacon & martyr
priest

		
13

14

First Day of
Catholic School
for the Diocese
of Shreveport
St. Maximilian
Kolbe, priest &
martyr

20
2nd Collection:
Diocesan
Hispanic
Ministries

21

St. Pius X, pope

15

The Assumption
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

16

17

St. Stephen of
Hungary

Opening of
School Mass,
Cathedral
of St. John
Berchmans,
8:15am (SJB) &
9:30am (LCP)

22

12

Confirmation,
Our Lady of
Perpetual
Help Church,
Farmerville,
6pm
St. Jane
Frances de
Chantal,
religious

18

Engaged
Couples'
Weekend, St.
Joseph Parish,
Shreveport

THE ASSUMPTION OF
MARY / AUG 15

19

Bingo on the
Bayou, East
Ridge Country
Club, 6pm

2nd Collection:
Diocesan
Hispanic
Ministries

BINGO ON THE
BAYOU / AUG 19

St. John Eudes,
priest

23

24

Presbyteral
St. Bartholomew,
Theology
Council
apostle
on Tap, The
Meeting,
Fieldhouse,
Monroe, 6:30pm Catholic Center,
1pm
The Queenship
St. Rose of Lima,
of the Blessed
virgin
Virgin Mary

25

16th Annual
Blue Mass, St.
Mary of the
Pines, 9:30am

St. Louis;
St. Joseph
Calasanz, priest

26

Western &
Southern
Deanery
Catechetical
Fair, Catholic
Center, 8:45am

BLUE MASS
AUG 25

27
Eastern Deanery
Catechetical
Fair, St. Paschal
Parish, West
Monroe, 1:15pm

28

St. Augustine,
bishop & doctor
of the Church

29

30

31

1

2

The Passion of
St. John the
Baptist

CATECHETICAL FAIRS
/ AUG 26 & 27
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Photo of the Month

25th anniversary to the
Father Tim Hurd celebrated his
eph Parish in Zwolle.
priesthood on June 27 at St. Jos
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