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* all donations benefit the Center for Peace

bishop’s september calendar
SEPTEMBER 6 Knights of
St. Gregory the Great Mass;
St. Michael the Archangel
Chapel, Shreveport; 5:30 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 10 Mass in Honor
of Knights of St. Peter Claver
Day; Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Shreveport;
11:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 12 Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Western
Deanery Banquet; Bossier Civic
Center, Bossier City; 6:30 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 16 Encounter
Jesus 3, Loyola College Prep,
Shreveport
SEPTEMBER 19 New Orleans
Provincial Council Meeting/
Louisiana Conference of
Catholic Bishops Meeting;
Royal Sonesta Hotel, New
Orleans

SEPTEMBER 1921 Louisiana
Priests
Convention,
Royal Sonesta
Hotel, New Orleans
SEPTEMBER 23 Ceremony of the
Rite of Beatification/Mass of
Father Stanley Francis Rother;
Cox Convention Center,
Oklahoma City; 10:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 25-26 Louisiana
Interchurch Conference Fall
Board meeting; Alexandria
SEPTEMBER 27 Poor Man’s
Supper; Jesus the Good
Shepherd School Gym,
Monroe; 5:30 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 28 Our Lady of
Fatima School Mass; Our
Lady of Fatima Parish, Monroe;
9:00 a.m.
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Father Peter Mangum and
Dr. Cheryl H. White on the
archeological dig site of the old
St. John's Church and College.
(Photo by Kelly Phelan Powell)

September 2017 3

la reflexión DEL OBISPO
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

La Resurrección de los Muertos

C

reo en el Espíritu Santo, la Santa Iglesia Católica, la comunión de
los Santos, el perdón de los pecados, la resurrección de los muertos y la
vida eterna. Amen.
La mayoría reconocemos esas palabras de la última parte del Credo de
los Apóstoles. Recuerdo cuando era niño que se me hacía muy largo para
memorizarlo pero recuerdo que se me hizo fácil cuando lo rezábamos como
parte del rosario.
Los Credos de nuestra iglesia – el Credo Niceno que rezábamos juntos
en la Misa y el Credo de los Apóstoles – son proclamaciones de nuestras
creencias básicas como católicos. Nos mantienen en la verdad de la
revelación original de Jesucristo y vemos como ha pasado de generación en
generación, desde los apóstoles y hasta nosotros. Desafortunadamente con
frecuencia solo lo rezamos durante la Misa y lo hacemos con poca atención
pero estas frases son una fuente abundante de gracia y tienen un gran
significado si les damos tiempo para aprender su importancia completa.
El mes pasado celebramos la Asunción de María, la fiesta de
conmemoración de nuestra creencia que María, al momento de su muerte
fue inmediatamente asumida al cielo, en cuerpo y alma. Aunque podemos
entender porque se le dio este honor como la Madre de Dios y el portal
de nuestra salvación al momento de su muerte, podemos ver en María la
promesa y esperanza de la resurrección y la vida eterna con Dios si somos
fieles.
Reflexionando sobre esto pensé en la frase del Credo de los Apóstoles
que dice, “Creo en… la resurrección de los muertos y la vida eterna” y
porque entendemos este cimiento de nuestra fe que es muy importante,
especialmente en el mundo de hoy.
Como seres humanos somos alma y cuerpo y los dos juntos son
importantes. Nuestros cuerpos no son solo un peso para nuestro espíritu, son
una parte esencial de quienes somos como seres humanos. Decir que creemos
en la resurrección del cuerpo es rechazar directamente la idea de que cuando
morimos, de alguna manera nos convertimos en un espíritu que es absorbido
en Dios como una gota de agua es absorbida en todo el océano. Esta idea
es lo que con frecuencia hace que la gente quiera regar las cenizas cuando
mueren sus seres queridos. Sin embargo, la Iglesia enseña que si nuestros
cuerpos serán cremados o no, debemos ser enterrados en un lugar que marca
que, “Aquí descanso en espera de la resurrección de mi cuerpo.” Yo veo esto
como una maravilla y creencia emocionante porque significa que de alguna
manera la totalidad de quien soy, cuerpo y alma, vivirán por siempre con
Dios. Porque ha sido revelado por Jesús que seremos resucitados en cuerpo
y alma por eso, yo Michael Duca, ahora obispo de Shreveport (aunque no
creo que haya mitras en el cielo – la mitra es el tipo de sombrero que viste el
obispo durante Misas festivas) me presentaré ante Dios quien me llamará por
mi nombre con amor por toda la eternidad.”
También asumimos que “todas las conexiones en nuestras vidas de amistad y
afecto que nos entrelazan como uno solo, no desaparecen con la muerte.” (Vigilia
de servicio por los fallecidos) estaremos con los que amamos y será revelado
como Dios es parte del amor que compartimos aquí en la tierra y del amor
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que siempre hemos buscado. “Oh Señor nos has
hecho para Ti, y nuestros corazones andarán siempre
inquietos hasta que descansen en Ti.” (San Agustín)
Ya sé que se tiene siempre la pregunta sobre la
corrupción de nuestros cuerpos en la tierra y como
pueden ser resucitados, lo cual, por supuesto es un
misterio para nosotros. Lo que sí sabemos es que
cuando Jesús resucitó tenía su cuerpo glorificado y
eso permitió que los discípulos lo reconocieran,
comieran con Él y le vieran las marcas que dejaron
los clavos en Sus manos, pero también podía pasar a
través de las puertas cerradas con candado. Esto de
alguna manera nos da una señal de lo que podemos
esperar en nuestra propia resurrección.
Esta enseñanza también nos dice que como
católicos tomemos nuestros cuerpos seriamente. A
los católicos y a otros cristianos algunas veces se nos
acusa de estar inseguros de esto y de no ver el cuerpo
como santo si no algunas veces hasta pecaminoso. La
iglesia enseña que el cuerpo es bueno, revela quienes
somos en relación a otros y en relación a Dios que
nos formó. Cuando respetamos nuestros cuerpos
como templos del Espíritu Santo y reflexionamos
sobre el Cuerpo de Cristo en la tierra, encontramos
paz y gozo en nosotros mismos, en cuerpo y alma.
Este pequeño fundamento de nuestra fe que
creemos en la resurrección del cuerpo – resurrección de
los muertos, es muy significativo y es una declaración
poderosa de la fe de vivir en el mundo esperando la
resurrección. •

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

The Resurrection of the Body

I

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion
of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting. Amen.
Most of us will recognize these opening words as the last line of the
Apostles Creed. I remember from my youth that it
was one of the longest prayers I had to memorize,
but remembering it became easy as we prayed it
when we prayed the rosary.
The Creeds of our Church – the Nicene Creed
that we say together at Mass and the Apostles Creed
– are proclamations of our most basic and important
beliefs as Catholics. They hold us true to the original
revelation of Jesus Christ as it has been handed down
Bishop Duca
to us from Christ to the apostles, continuing on to
us today. Unfortunately we often rattle these creeds off at Mass with little
thought, but they are a rich source of grace and meaning if we give some
time to learn the full importance of each phrase.
Last month we celebrated the Assumption of Mary, the feast
commemorating our belief that Mary at the moment of her death
was immediately assumed into heaven, body and soul. While we can
understand why this honor was given to her as the Mother of God and
the portal of our salvation at the moment of her death, we can draw
hope from Mary as we are all promised, if we are faithful, the hope of
resurrection and eternal life with God.
Reflecting on this brought me to one of the phrases of the Apostles
Creed, “I believe in … the resurrection of the body and life everlasting”
and why understanding this simple tenet of our faith is so important,
especially in the world today.
As human beings we are body and soul, and the two together are
important. Our bodies are not just a burden to our spirit, they are an
essential part of who we are as human beings. To say we believe in the
resurrection of the body is to directly reject the idea that when we die, we
somehow become a spirit that is absorbed into God as a drop of water is
absorbed into the ocean. This idea is what often leads people to scatter
the remains of the deceased, but the Church teaches that if our bodies are
to be cremated or not, we should be buried in one place to mark, “Here
I lie waiting the unique resurrection of my body.” I find this a wonderfilled and exciting belief because it means that in some way the totality
of who I am, body and soul, will live forever with God. Since it has been
revealed by Jesus that we will be raised body and soul then I, Michael
Duca, now Bishop of Shreveport (not sure there are miters in heaven, but
probably not) will stand hopefully before God who will call my name for
all eternity in love.
It also assumes that “all the ties of friendship and affection which knit us
as one throughout our lives do not unravel in death.” (Vigil Service for the
Deceased) We will be with the ones we love and it will be revealed how
God is both a part of the love we share here on earth and the one Love we

have always sought. “Thou hast made us for thyself,
O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in
thee.” (St. Augustine)
I know there is always the question of our
body’s corruption in the earth and how it can
be resurrected, which of course is still a mystery
to us. We do know that the body of Jesus when
resurrected was a glorified body that allowed his
disciples to recognize him, to eat with Jesus and
to see the nail prints in his hands, while Jesus was
also able to pass through locked doors. This in
some ways prefigures what we can expect at our
resurrection.
This teaching also leads us as Catholics to take
our bodies seriously. Catholics, and other Christians
at times, are accused of being suspicious of the
body, seeing the body as not holy and at times even
sinful in itself. In fact the Church teaches that
the body is good, it reveals who we are in relation
to others and in relation to God who fashioned
us. When we respect our bodies as temples of the
Holy Spirit and as reflections of the Body of Christ
on earth, then we find joy and peace in our whole
selves, body and soul.
This short tenet of our faith that we believe in the
resurrection of the body is filled with meaning and a
powerful statement of faith on how we are to live in
the world awaiting our resurrection. •
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mike’s MEDITATIONS
by Mike Van Vranken

Spiritual Accompaniment
Finding an Answer to Spiritual Loneliness

H

as being a Christian ever seemed like a lonely journey? Have you
ever thought that you would like to talk to someone about what
is going on in your spiritual life, but then you
wondered who that person might be and how would
you ever go about finding them? Unfortunately, every
Christian has experienced this isolation, this feeling of
abandonment. It is such an important and enormous
issue that many Christian leaders, and even God
Himself, has something to say about it.
St. Ignatius Loyola urged that we should “speak with Van Vranken
one’s good confessor or another spiritual person” in his
famous rules for discernment.
In one Wednesday audience, Pope Benedict XVI reminded us all that
having a spiritual guide “remains valid even today as everyone – priest,
consecrated persons, lay people and especially the young – is invited
to seek the counsel of a spiritual father (or mother) - one capable of
accompanying each individual in a profound knowledge of self, and of
leading him or her into an intimate union with the Lord so that their
lives may be increasingly molded toward the gospel.”
In his first formal, written communication to the entire church,
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel, 169,170), Pope Francis, in
calling us all to be “missionary disciples,” describes “priests, religious
and laity” who are trained in the “art of accompaniment.” He says this
“spiritual accompaniment must lead others ever closer to God.”
And, from scripture: “It is not good for the man to be alone.” These,
of course, are the words of God Almighty, and they certainly apply to
our spiritual lives today.
On the night before her final vows as a Carmelite religious, St. Therese
of Lisieux felt inner turmoil. She wrote that she sensed an interior storm
like she had never experienced before. She was in anguish. However,
when she took it to her novice mistress, her spiritual mother, the agony
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left her to be replaced by God’s perfect peace.
The famous Trappist Monk, Thomas Merton, had
a similar experience. He decided to talk to a wise
and spiritual guide, but delayed the conversation and
remained in confusion and uneasiness. But, once he
began talking to this trusted spiritual mentor, he was
overcome with peace and clarity.
Of course, we don’t have to be confused and in
anguish before we seek spiritual guidance. On the
contrary, many of those who meet with a spiritual
director, either because they are dealing with a
troublesome predicament or they just want to get
closer to God, experience joy, peace and consolation
as a result.
To be sure, I’m not talking here about clinical
counseling or therapy, neither am I referring
to pastoral guidance. While all these are very
important, valid and helpful resources we all may
need during our lives, for our purposes here, I’m
talking about spiritual direction.
Consequently, it is important to remember that
spiritual directors are not counselors, clinicians,
therapists or even ministers in the normal
understanding of those professions. Instead, spiritual
directors are trained listening companions who
always turn us back to God. Their role is not to give
advice, but to gently, and respectfully point us to the
God – the Father, Son and Spirit – who already lives
within us. In short, they help us further develop
our conscious relationship with God as they assist
us in focusing more on our actual experiences with
God rather than what we think about Him. We
become more aware of how God is moving in our
lives and even more cognizant of the many ways
He communicates to us (see page 11 for more on
spiritual direction and page 29 for a list of directors).
So, the next time you feel spiritually lonely, are
wrestling with your prayer life, or just want to
talk about your experiences with God to a trusted,
fellow Christian, pray about the idea of seeking a
certified spiritual director; one who can accompany
you in many and diverse ways; one who will help
you further develop your relationship with God.
It may prove to be one of the best decisions you’ve
ever made. •
Mike is a writer, teacher, and co-author of the book,
Faith Positive in a Negative World. You can contact
him at www.mikevanvrankenministries.org

in REVIEW
reviewed by Kim Long

Knit One, Purl a Prayer: A Spirituality of Knitting
by Peggy Rosenthal

T

he truth is that all my life I have
wanted to belong to that sisterhood
that understood the instructive
nature of the phrase “knit one, purl one”
but alas no one in my immediate family
knitted. My great aunt, Ruby Cumela, left
as her legacy one hand knitted cardigan
in what I now recognize as seed stitch,
and that seemed to be enough to fuel
my dream of learning to knit. My late
father-in-law proved that men do it too;
he learned to knit while convalescing
from injuries sustained in World War
II. The humidity and heat of just about
any season in Louisiana did nothing to
dissuade me from the desire to offer hand
knit wool socks to all my relatives at
Christmas. Well, I still can't knit socks,
though I have managed a few simple
garments.
When I saw this book on the Paraclete
Press website, I wasted no time in ordering
a copy. This book does not disappoint nor
does it discriminate. One does not have
to knit to read it and benefit from Peggy
Rosenthal’s take on prayer. In six short
chapters, a big chunk of life is examined
and, as an added bonus for those who do
knit, there is a simple pattern at the end of
each chapter.
As part of the Active Prayer Series this
book brings together knitting, praying
and the spirituality of life. How many
times have our hands worked on a task or
project while our minds (and hearts) are
elsewhere and otherwise engaged?
In the first chapter, prayer is the focus.
“I found that each stitch invoked a prayer
as it slipped through my fingers from the
left needle to the right. It was a wordless
prayer – just an awareness of the Divine
Presence.” She delves into the definition
of prayer and gives wordless prayer its
proper respect. Prayer, she suggests, is our
human longing for communication with
the Divine.

Peggy and her husband, George, are
converts to Catholicism, both having
grown up “in a happy, loving agnostic
household.” She recalls feeling an
emptiness on Sundays along with a
restlessness and sense of longing, but not
quite sure of what would fill her. During
the months of their preparation leading
up to baptism, they were introduced to
some monks at a nearby Trappist Abbey.
Contemplative prayer and the monks’
practice of chanting the psalms were
intriguing. In chapter two she reflects on
that practice noting that prayer is in the
pause rather than the words themselves.
Chapter three talks about community.
Women often sit together, knit, talk and
….yes pray! And we are not praying for
only ourselves, but for the needs of others,
both individuals and communities.
Chapter four is about working with
patterns – in knitting, in prayer, in life.
The author states, “sometimes when I am
knitting I enjoy just watching the knitted
pattern forming through my fingers.”
In chapter five, Peggy recounts stories
of people who have purled through pain.
In chapter six, the prayer aspect she
began with in the first chapter is brought
round again full circle. Why do we knit?
How is it prayerful? What does this work
of our hands do for our whole body,
mind and spirit? Again she grapples with
these basic questions. I imagine the same
questions and prayers can be applied to
many “jobs or activities” such as cooking
or gardening, so I see this book as a
template for the merging of the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy, which for
me have always been a guide, a pattern to
be worked and reworked.
This book is worth the day or two
it may take to read it. Its precepts are
not brand new, but it offers a fresh
perspective. I hope you will take the time
to explore it. •

“I found that each stitch
invoked a prayer as it slipped
through my fingers from the
left needle to the right. It
was a wordless prayer – just
an awareness of the Divine
Presence.”
– Peggy Rosenthal in Knit
One, Purl a Prayer:
A Spirituality of Knitting

Knit One, Purl a Prayer is available to
purchase from Paraclette Press, Amazon.
com. It is available to borrow from the St.
Mary of the Pines Library.
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faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Finding Balance

S

eptember, usually a much
anticipated month, seems to
have been lying
in wait and now it
has caught me up.
September is the
month for balance as
the autumnal equinox
occurs around the
Long
twenty-first day of
the month. Terms
like equinox and solstice can put some
people “off,” as they have been coopted by many “new age” followers. I
do not see it that way. God made the
heavens and the earth and ordered
time, so I give Him all the credit for the
equinoxes and solstices and the rest.
The equinox occurs when there are
equal hours of light and darkness and
it happens twice in a year (spring and
fall). The solstices occur in December
(shortest day of the year) and June
(longest day of the year).
When my children were young and
school-aged I accepted, not unlike a
court summons, the pages and pages of
supplies required by schools. I shopped,

bargained,
pleaded for a
peaceful (and
early) bedtime,
and when the
alarm clock
moved the day
quite literally
forward, I can
see now that
September was
anything but
balance. Happily,
scripture reminds
us there is a time
for every purpose
under heaven.
Things change,
our lives, the
people in them, our jobs, our roles,
all change. And in those changes
growth occurs and then hopefully and
prayerfully, we achieve balance. I like
two definitions of the word “balance,”
and I find them to be companionable
rather than conflicting: “An even
distribution of weight enabling
someone or thing to remain upright

Greek Yogurt with Fall Fruit Conserve
Ingredients:
• 4 pears, peeled and sliced
• 3 apples, peeled and sliced
• 1 cup dried cranberries
• 1 cup brown sugar
• Enough water to cover
Directions:
1) Add all ingredients to heavy
bottomed pot (you don’t want
it to stick) and add just enough
water to cover.
2) Cook down over a low
flame, stirring often so it doesn’t
stick. You may need to add more
8 Catholic Connection

water from time to time as mixture
thickens. Once thickened and
fruits are soft, remove from heat
and cool.
3) Dish up some plain Greek
yogurt and cover with the
conserve. Add a handful of
oatmeal and this can easily
double as breakfast.
Leftover conserve may be
stored in a container with a lid
(a canning jar is great but plastic
containers work just as well, use
what you have on hand). It will
keep about a month.

and steady;” and “harmony of design
and proportion.”
September, for me, comes down to
one word: balance. So, now that I have
taken my life down to the basics, how
can I become healthier in body, mind
and soul? Balance. What that means for
me is being gentle with where I am. I
did not get out of balance overnight,
so finding my way back to center
won’t be a quick, easy or one time trip.
September though, with a built-in
reminder from God, assures me it is
doable. In September, God reminds me
to check in and see what needs to be
adjusted.
In my September kitchen I cook
with more intention and that includes
body (healthier), mind (not blowing
my budget) and soul (enjoying some
“slow” food – the kind I must sit down
to enjoy). I found this dish, cooked on
a Sunday for family dinner “dessert,”
achieved harmony of design and
proportion. •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Doubting Truths We Learned in Youth

I

t’s four years ago this month that my dad
passed away. His battle with melanoma
was shorter than others’ and though
I’m grateful his suffering wasn’t long, it’s
still painful knowing my
children will grow up
without knowing him.
Because I want his
memory to be as present
as possible, I flood the
kids with stories so “Pop
Pop” is a legend in their
Sciba
little minds. And because
they know he died early in or before their
lifetimes, the question inevitably arises,
“Where is Pop Pop now?”
The reality is I don’t know.
I doubt seriously that my father is in
hell - perish the thought - and though I
hope so much that he’s in heaven among
Christ, the angels and saints, I don’t know
that for certain either. Andrew and I have
taught our kids about Purgatory and we
frequently pray for the poor souls there,
often mentioning my dad “just in case.”
Truly, only the Lord knows.
My four-year-old Peter recently asked me
how long Pop Pop would have to wait if
indeed he is in Purgatory. “When will Jesus
let him out?”
“I’m not sure,” I said, taking his hand.
“That’s why we have to pray for Pop Pop,
so the Lord will bring him to heaven. We
pray for the souls in Purgatory and then
they go to be with Jesus. And if Pop Pop is
already there, then Jesus takes our prayers
and does something else with them.”
Peter furrowed his brow in childlike
curiosity, “Can I pray for Pop Pop to get
out?” After I nodded, he squeezed his eyes
shut and prayed silently. Opening them a
few seconds later, he grinned at me. “I did
it,” he stated proudly. “You did!” I replied.
“And we’ll keep praying for him.”
“No, Mama. He’s out. I prayed for him
so now he is out. Pop Pop is in heaven.”
I smiled at my son’s innocence. Initially
I tried to discern how to tell him it

Examining

Your Faith?

Trust in our Catholic faith
can be a real challenge when
we sincerely examine whether
we actually believe. Ask the
Lord for grace and confidence
in His word.

He is Who He
Says He is

doesn’t work just like that, but I stopped
myself. Why wouldn’t it? I had just told
my inquiring four-year-old that when we
persistently pray for the souls in Purgatory,
they’re released. He prayed, he’s been
praying, and now he’s sure his grandfather
beholds the face of God. It was a classic
example of faith like a child.
What is it about adulthood that causes
us to doubt the truths we learn in our
youth? Even after teaching Peter that
prayer will aid in releasing souls from
Purgatory, why is it still hard for me to
grasp that my dad could be in heaven?
I suspect at some point in our lives, our
sense of trust begins to crack, so divine
revelations that call for faith become harder
for us to swallow. Maybe questions aren’t
answered to our satisfaction or some kind
of hurt leaves us asking why.
What remains firm among our doubts
or hesitations is the fact that the Lord waits
for us. He wants us to ask the unbelievable,
the impossible of Him. He wants us to
believe what He says and who He is. From
faith comes certainty and from trust in the
words of Christ, peace is born.
“Do not let your hearts be troubled;
you believe in God, believe also in me.”
(John 14:1) •
Katie Sciba is married to Andrew and
together they have five children. She is
the author of thecatholicwife.net.

He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father who is in
heaven. (Matthew 16:15-19)

Trust He Can Calm
Your Storms
A storm of wind came down on
the lake, and they were filling
with water, and were in danger.
And they went and woke him,
saying, “Master, Master, we
are perishing!” And he awoke
and rebuked the wind and the
raging waves; and they ceased,
and there was a calm. He said
to them, “Where is your faith?”
(Luke 8:22-25)

You Can Believe
Without Seeing
Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side; do not
be faithless, but believing.”
Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said
to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet believe.” (John
20:27-28)
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from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

Divine Forgiveness: Motor of Hope

W

e have heard the reaction of the companions of
Simon the Pharisee: “Who is this, who even forgives
sins? (Lk 7: 49).” Jesus has just
performed a scandalous gesture. A woman
of the city, known to all as a sinner, entered
Simon’s house, bowed down at Jesus’
feet, and anointed his feet with perfumed
oil. All those who were there at the table
murmured: if Jesus is a prophet, he should
not accept gestures of this type from a
Pope Francis
woman such as her. Those poor women,
who served only to be seen in secret, even
by the heads, or to be stoned. According to the mentality of
the time, between the saint and the sinner, the pure and the
impure, the separation should have been clear.
But Jesus’ attitude is different. Since the beginning of his
ministry in Galilee, he approached the lepers, the possessed,
all the sick and the marginalized. Behavior of this type was
not at all usual, and indeed this sympathy of Jesus for the
excluded, the “untouchables,” will be one of the things that
most disturb His peers. Where there is a person who suffers,
Jesus takes him on board, and that suffering becomes his. Jesus
does not preach that the condition of suffering must be borne
with heroism, in the way of the stoic philosophers. Jesus shares
human pain, and when he encounters it, there flows from
within him that attitude that characterizes Christianity: mercy.
Jesus, faced with human pain, feels mercy; Jesus’ heart is
merciful. Jesus feels compassion. Literally: Jesus feels a tremor
within. How often in the Gospels we encounter reactions of
this type! Jesus’ heart incarnates and reveals the heart of God,
that wherever there is a man or a woman who suffers, wants
healing, liberation and full life.
And this is why Jesus opens his arms to sinners. How many
people continue, even today, in an erroneous life because
they do not find anyone willing to look at them in a different
way, with the eyes, or better, with the heart of God, that is,
looking at them with hope. Jesus instead sees the possibility
of resurrection also in those who have accumulated many
mistaken choices. Jesus is always there, with an open heart;
he throws open that mercy he has in his heart; he forgives,
embraces, understands, approaches: this is how Jesus is!
At times we forget that for Jesus this is not an easy love,
that came cheaply. The Gospels record the first negative
reactions towards Jesus, precisely when he forgives a man’s
sins (cf. Mk 2: 1-12). He was a man whose suffering was
twofold: because he was unable to walk and because he felt
“in error”. And Jesus understood that the second pain was
greater than the first, so he welcomed him immediately
with the announcement of his liberation: “Son, your sins
10 Catholic Connection

are forgiven” (v. 5). He is freed of that sense of oppression,
of feeling in the wrong. It is then that some of the scribes
– those who think they are perfect … I think of many
Catholics who believe themselves perfect and look down
on others, this is sad – some of the scribes present are
scandalized by Jesus’ words, which sound to them like
blasphemy, because only God can forgive sins.
We, who are accustomed to experiencing the forgiveness
of sins, perhaps at too easy a price, should at times remember
how much we have cost to God’s love. Each one of us cost
a lot: Jesus’ life! He would have given it even for just one
of us. Jesus does not go to the cross because he heals the
sick, because he preaches charity, because he proclaims
the beatitudes. The Son of God goes to the cross above all
because he forgives sins, because he wants the total and
definitive liberation of man’s heart. Because he does not
accept that the human being spends all his existence with
this indelible stamp, with the thought of not being able to be
received by God’s merciful heart. And with these sentiments
Jesus goes towards sinners, which all of us are.
So sinners are forgiven. They are not only reassured at a
psychological level, since they are freed of a sense of guilt.
Jesus does much more: he offers those who have erred the
hope of a new life. “But, Lord, I am a wretch” – “Look
ahead and I will give you a new heart.” This is the hope that
Jesus gives us. A life marked by love. Matthew the publican
becomes an apostle of Christ: Matthew, who is a traitor
of the homeland, an exploiter of the people. Zacchaeus, a
corrupt rich man of Jericho – he must surely have had a
degree in taking bribes – is transformed into a benefactor of
the poor. The woman of Samaria, who had five husbands and
now lives with another, feels she is promised a “living water”
that will always flow inside her (cf. Jn 4: 14). This is how
Jesus changes the heart; He does this with all of us.
It is good for us to think that God has not chosen as the
first clay to form His Church those people who have never
made a mistake. The Church is a people of sinners who
experience God’s mercy and forgiveness. Peter understood
more truth about himself at the cockcrow than from his
efforts of generosity that swelled his chest and made him feel
superior to others.
Brothers and sisters, we are all poor sinners, in need of the
mercy of God Who has the strength to transform us and to
restore our hope, every day. And He does this! And to those
who have understood this basic truth, God gives the most
beautiful mission in the world, that is, love for brothers and
sisters, and the proclamation of a mercy He denies to no
one. And this is our hope. Let us go ahead with this trust in
forgiveness, in Jesus’ merciful love. •

navigating the FAITH
by Dianne Rachal, Director of Worship

Spiritual Direction

New spiritual directors: Brenda Lites, Susan Tousignant, Marie Rinaudo & Mike Van Vranken

W

hile our diocese does not
have an abundance of lay
spiritual directors, the
number more than doubled in August
as four more people completed two
years of formation. Brenda Lites and
Susan Tousignant, St. Jude in Benton;,
Marie Rinaudo, Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans; and Mike Van Vranken,
St. Joseph in Shreveport, graduated
from the Archdiocese of New Orleans
Spirituality Center Formation Program
on August 9, and are now certified
spiritual directors. They join Joe and
Katherine Bernal of St. Paschal in
Monroe and Dianne Rachal of the
Catholic Center. These spiritual
directors are trained in the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius, as retreat
leaders, and in one-on-one spiritual
direction.

What is Spiritual Direction?

Throughout the history of the
Church there have always been men
and women who listened to those
wanting assistance with their prayer.
From the desert fathers and mothers
of the 4th century, through numerous
saints and founders of religious
orders, mystics and confessors, the
Church’s sacred tradition of spiritual
direction has been nurtured and
safeguarded, remaining a venerable
and vital spiritual practice for many
today. Spiritual direction is concerned
with helping a person directly with

their relationship with God. Spiritual
directors help people grow in their
prayer life, nurture their relationship
with God and enable one to become
more attentive to God in daily life. In
nurturing one’s relationship with God,
the most fundamental issue in that
relationship is: “Who is God for me,
and who am I for God?”
Spiritual direction is help given by
one Christian to another which enables
that person to pay attention to God’s
personal communication, to respond
to this communication, to grow in
intimacy with God, and to live out the
results of one’s relationship with God.
Spiritual direction has always aimed at
fostering union with God.

What is Spiritual Direction Not?

Spiritual direction is not counseling
– spiritual directors are not trained
therapists, counselors or psychiatrists.
While spiritual direction can be a
helpful adjunct if one is in therapy, it
can never take the place of counseling
or professional therapy.
Spiritual direction is not pastoral
counseling provided by ordained
priests and deacons, nor is it spiritual
companioning where two people agree
to meet and mutually support one
another in their spiritual lives.

Who is Spiritual Direction For?

Everyone who is in a relationship
with God would benefit from spiritual
direction. Are you considering a major

life change: Vocation? Marriage? Career
move? Does God feel far way, even though you
pray daily? Do you feel that everyone else has a
fulfilling prayer life, and that somehow you are
missing out on something? Are you troubled
about the “worldliness” of your life, and
concerned about the will of God for you? Are
you angry with God? If any of these questions
resonate with you, spiritual direction can help
you draw closer to God and discern His will
for you. A trained spiritual director helps one
address God directly and listen to His response.
Spiritual direction focuses on what happens
when a person listens to and responds to a selfcommunicating God.

What is Spiritual Direction Like?

The spiritual director and the person agree
to meet for a specified length of time, usually
an hour, and decide the frequency of meetings.
A spiritual director maintains complete
confidentiality with respect to everything that
transpires during the meeting. The person
coming for spiritual direction communicates
what is happening in their prayer life.
Sometimes a spiritual director will give the
person a scripture or spiritual writing to pray
with and reflect on, and the person shares
what surfaced during reflection. The spiritual
director may suggest spiritual practices such as
journaling, contemplation or lectio divina.
The spiritual director always listens intently,
helping the person notice God’s presence,
God’s movements, God’s will in the life of
the person. The person coming for spiritual
direction is open in sharing their prayer
experiences with the spiritual director, and
more importantly, open to receiving God’s
communication. In spiritual direction, God is
the director.
As Christians, we are a pilgrim people on
a journey moving ever closer to eternal life,
accompanied by Jesus Christ who shows us
the way, and growing in the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit who is the love of God the Father.
Spiritual direction helps us develop and deepen
our relationship with the Triune God.
For more on information contacting a
spiritual director, attending an informational
meeting about becoming a spiritual director or
taking spiritual direction classes, see page 29. •
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second COLLECTIONS

by Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General

The Catholic University of America Collection

COLLECTION DATES: SEPTEMBER 9 & 10
ANNOUNCEMENT DATES: AUGUST 27 & SEPTEMBER 3

T

he second collection in the parishes and churches of our diocese
this month is for The Catholic University of America. We ask
the Catholic faithful of our diocese to join with the Catholic
faithful across our country to make Catholic higher education
possible. You may not have a child, grandchild, or great grandchild at
Catholic University, but every student at CUA is your son, daughter,
Price
grandchild, brother and sister in the family of our Catholic faith.
When you make a gift to the students and faculty, academic and service programs, and
foundation and operations at CUA, you empower The Catholic University of America
community to grow and strengthen its capacity to offer a world class education unlike
any other.
The Catholic University of America collection prepares and strengthens the current
and next generation of apologists who explain the Catholic faith and social teaching to
the rest of the world. Your gift supports scholarships for students who need financial
assistance. Please support the next generation of Catholic leaders for our Church and
nation – including those studying to become our future priests and religious men and
women.
Since 1903, The Catholic University of America has been greatly blessed by the
generosity of parishioners around the country through the National Collection. James
Cardinal Gibbons, the first chancellor of CUA and ninth Archbishop of Baltimore,
once called this collection, “the people’s endowment.” I ask you to take his words into
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your heart. Join your contribution
to that of faithful parishioners
across our country to spiritually
and academically prepare this and
future generations of students,
particularly those who have
financial need.
More than 12,000 priests and
religious are proudly identified
as alumni of CUA. Hundreds
of priests and religious attend
CUA each year furthering their
charge to engage in ongoing
religious formation. The Catholic
University of America’s mission
centers on the discovery of
knowledge and truth through
excellence in teaching and
research, all in service to the
Church – a service that is greatly
needed today. University faculty
and scholars promote Catholic
social teaching and through their
research and discourse, help
form the Church’s response to
challenging social issues of our
time.
Please give generously to
The Catholic University of
America collection. Your
heartfelt participation in the
second collection is joined to
the generosity of CUA alumni,
friends, faculty and staff. Your
donation strengthens the Catholic
University’s mission and extends its
reach. Your contribution helps our
national university move forward,
ensuring that current students and
future graduates can continue to be
God’s light in our world. •
Learn more at collection.cua.edu.
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General,
is the Director of Second
Collections.

vocations VIEW
by Mike Van Vranken

God is Persistent

Being Accepted to the Permanent Diaconate Program

Left: Permanent Deacon Homer Tucker at Mass. Right: Deacon candidate Mike Van Vranken.

I

had just turned 28 years old and was
standing in the vestibule of St. Michael
Church in West Memphis, Arkansas
with my pastor. Thumbing through a
pamphlet explaining why the diocese
was searching for men to be ordained as
Permanent Deacons, I exclaimed to
Fr. Barnes: “I want to do this!” He
smiled and prophesied that as I got older,
I should remember this moment because
God had just planted a seed. Now, as
an accepted candidate to the Diocese
of Shreveport’s upcoming formation
of a new class of ordained Permanent
Deacons, I am both excited and humbled
to finally answer God’s call.
I’ve learned when God chooses us to
do something (John 15:16), we can run,
hide, and find ten thousand excuses why
we are not ready. But He waits patiently
until we totally surrender to His will so
He can place us exactly where He wants
us. And for me, I’m convinced his desire,
and mine too, is to be ordained and serve
as a permanent deacon. To be in this
place of surrender, to know that I have
made this decision in complete spiritual
freedom and to anticipate the myriad

of ways I will be able to minister to the
people of God ignites a sensation in my
entire being that fills me with joy, peace,
excitement, awe, trepidation, delight and
numerous feelings that I have no words
to describe.
I catch myself daydreaming
(“praydreaming” as one priest puts it)
about many of these opportunities as a
deacon: meeting with new parents about
baptizing their infant into the body of
Christ; proclaiming the “gospel of the

But He waits patiently until

we totally surrender to
His will so He can place us
exactly where He wants us.
Lord” to the assembly at Mass; teaching
adults, children, youth – both Catholic
and those becoming Catholic; witnessing
and blessing marriages, officiating at
funerals, wakes and burial services;
helping those in need, including the
hungry, homeless, sick, lonely, divorced,
lost – those who Pope Francis reminds us

are on the peripheries; offering words
of encouragement, inspiration, hope
and love to all people in our diocese.
In every one of these “praydreams,” I
fall in love with the reality that I will
be accompanying Jesus in the lives of
each person I encounter in so many
special and holy ways. Or, to say
it differently, I will have more and
richer opportunities to experience
the Holy Trinity in every person I
meet.
In my current role as a spiritual
director, I constantly encourage people
to take whatever issue is on their mind
and share it in a heartfelt conversation
with God. They should tell Him their
feelings and thoughts, asking for His
input and His desires. If you have any
indication that God is choosing you
to be one of his ordained Permanent
Deacons, I offer you the same advice:
Get alone with God in a quiet place,
slowly read John 15:1-17, or maybe
another scripture where Jesus calls
us, and have an honest and frank
conversation with Him about how this
scripture touches you. Finally, let Him
take it from there.
It is good to remember that God is
calling each of us – male and female,
young and old to be missionary
disciples. At the same time, He is
choosing some for the religious life,
for the priesthood or to the permanent
diaconate. It is good for all of us to ask
His help in showing us exactly what he
wants from us. And don’t worry that
you might miss what His desire is for
you. He’s very persistent. •
If you would like more information
about the Permanent Diaconate,
contact Deacon Clary Nash,
cnash@dioshpt.org or call
318.868.4441.
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Dr. Cheryl White and Fr. Peter Mangum lead
a SJB student field trip at the dig site.

Historic Dig
Artifacts of St. John’s Church &
College Unearthed in Shreveport
by Jessica Rinaudo

T

he Cathedral of St. John Berchmans has garnered much attention in recent
months for the archeological dig they are conducting on Texas Avenue in
Shreveport. There the dig team has unearthed, among other things, the old
foundation of the original St. John’s Church and College, built in 1902.
Fr. Peter Mangum, Rector of the Cathedral, has posted videos from their digs to
the parish’s Facebook page, drawing tens of thousands of views and lots of local media
attention. People, it seems, are fascinated by this delve into Shreveport and Catholic
history.
The project began when Cathedral staff and parishioners were working on a book
about the church’s history. Naturally, the old church and school were discussed when
compiling this information. During their conversation, they had the idea to apply to
have a state historical marker placed at the old church and school site.
Dr. Cheryl White, history professor at LSU-S and parishioner at the Cathedral, has
been instrumental in getting historical markers for sites in the Shreveport area, so she
was the natural choice to help lead this project. To get started, she wanted to visit the
site of the old church and college.
“When I got out there, I wasn’t quite sure of the location,” said Dr. White. “I went
14 Catholic Connection

back to the university and took an old
1908 city map, and using software we
infused it with a current city map so I
could get the exact location of the church
and college.”
She added, “We went from having
a conversation about a marker to
finding the site to the next thing asking,
‘Wouldn’t it be fun to see if we could
find the foundation of the church?’ And
that’s really all I thought we were going
to do; we were going to go out there, dig
a little bit of the foundation and we’d be
done.”
Fr. Mangum added, “Within a few
times of going there, we knew we had the
site. .. We weren’t anticipating finding
anything!”
But they didn’t just find the church
foundation. As the team, composed of
Fr. Mangum, Dr. White, excavationer
John Michael Giglio, and two trained
archeologists – Jason Brown and Marty
Loschen, continued to dig, they also
unearthed pillars, foundational walls
that supported the church steps, a 6-foot
long piece of limestone that they believe
was the threshold to the front door, and
the church’s original corner supports.
Additionally, smaller artifacts have been
found in the surrounding dirt, such as
ink bottles, quills and a flask.
The dig site is a treasure for
archeologists because it was uniquely and
unconventionally preserved.
St. John’s Church and College were
originally built in 1902 with the
intention of being temporary structures.
Eventually both were moved to the
property on Jordan Street in 1929 –
where they reside now as the Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans and the renamed
Loyola College Prep. The St. John
Berchmans elementary and middle
school also resides there, honoring the
name of the original college. After the
church and college were relocated, the
buildings at the original site were raised
in the late 1930’s. Shortly thereafter, a
parking lot was built over the site.
“That’s really great,” said Dr. White,
“because once you peel back that layer
of asphalt – what it did was encapsulate
everything, and we know everything

Clockwise from left:
first page of Fr. John
O'Connor's diary; ink
bottle unearted at the
dig site; Dr. Cheryl White
holds a piece of glass
discovered at the site; Fr.
Peter Mangum teaches
St. John Berchmans
students at the dig site on
Texas Ave; the original St.
John's Church

below the asphalt belongs to our
church.”
“The most exciting thing to me has
been finding the actual foundational
walls and the clear evidence of where
people would have entered the church,”
said Fr. Mangum. “And we have absolute
certitude of where the front doors would
have been. For me, that’s been exciting to
know… and now we can use the pictures
of the old church and college to help our
imagination.”
The property that once housed St.
John’s Church and College is divided
over private property and state-owned
property. The Cathedral team has been
granted permission to dig on the private
property, but part of where the church
and high altar would have resided fall on
the state side. And while the team could
seek dig permissions to continue, they
had a conversation about how far they
would go. Dr. White said, “We wanted
to be able to say that we did what we set
out to do, and I think we’ve done that.”
The team has completed Phase 1,
which was exposing the old church’s
foundation. Now they are preparing to
move to Phase 2 – where they will move
much of the dirt off the foundational site
and get volunteer crews to begin sifting
through it for artifacts.
As part of Phase 2, St. John Berchmans
middle school students have the

opportunity to visit the site, sift through
the dirt and learn how an archeological
site works, including grids, caring
for found artifacts and labeling their
location. “This springboards easily to real
archeological sites like Rome and Greece.
Hopefully they’ll find something,” said
Fr. Mangum.
The final phases will be lifting the
foundational supports out of the ground,
covering the dig site, laying fresh sod and
grass, and having the historical marker
installed. In regards to the historical
marker, Dr. White said, “We’re hoping
maybe we can get it sometime around
the feast of St. John Berchmans [on the
new calendar] in November and do some
sort of blessing.”
As part of their research into the site
and history of the church, Dr. White and
Cathedral staff member, Carol Gates,
traveled to Loyola University in New
Orleans to visit the Jesuit archives. There
they viewed the diary of founding pastor,
Fr. John F. O’Connor, csj. On its first
page, the opening line reads, “Today, by
God’s grace, we begin the work with the
Jesuits in Shreveport.” In the journal, he
talks about the challenges of building the
church and its location.
Reflecting, Fr. Mangum said, “Maybe
the ink that we’ve read in Fr. O’Connor’s
journal is from the ink bottle and quill
we’ve found. It’s neat to think back – and

of course we can’t help but think about
the future and how it’s our responsibility
to pass things down to the next
generation.”
Dr. White lights up when she talks
about the amazing experiences the
Cathedral has had in the past year.
“Looking at the supernatural aspect of
this, I believe it’s all because the heart of
St. John Berchmans was here for eight
days in December. I don’t think it’s an
accident that we were led to do this and
then to find everything so easily.”
And indeed, St. John’s Church was
one of the first, if not THE first church
named in St. John Berchmans honor.
“St. John Berchmans’ miracle for his
canonization took place in our state,”
said Fr. Mangum. “They needed a new
church in the Shreveport area because
Holy Trinity, the first church, was getting
too small … the Jesuit community from
South Louisiana came up to help. They
had a connection to their most recently
canonized saint, and so they named the
church after him.”
As the dig continues into its next
phases, recovered artifacts are being
stored and cared for in the Spring Street
Museum. Fr. Mangum will continue to
post updates on the dig’s progress and
their finds on the Cathedral’s Facebook
page. Follow along to keep track of their
historical findings. •
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local NEWS
Encounter Jesus 3:
Diocesan Youth Event
Coming to Loyola

JESUS

by Jessica Rinaudo

E

ncounter Jesus 3, the annual diocesan-wide youth event, will
be held on Saturday, September 16 at Loyola College Prep in
Shreveport! This annual gathering of high school and middle
school youth and their adult leaders aims to kick off the school
year the right way: with time to encounter Jesus and celebrate the
gifts that young people are to the Church and the world.
This year’s event headliner is Doug Tooke, a national speaker
who combines stories, humor and small group discussions
to engage young Catholics in their faith. Encounter Jesus 3
will be an experience rich environment! Youth will encounter
Jesus through a variety of means and opportunities on this day
including scripture, prayer, sacraments, taking their faith into
extracurricular activities, talking about family, relationships
and evangelizing, as well as through games and time to talk and
interact with Bishop Michael Duca.
“As our young Catholics begin their school year and their
minds become occupied with school work, their friends and all
the extracurricular activities that fill their lives, it is important
to take time to refocus on Jesus and his place in our lives,” said
Bishop Michael Duca. “Encounter Jesus 3 will help our young
people to see Jesus’ work in their lives and give them the tools
they need to overcome the challenges and obstacles they will
face as they continue to grow and interact with the people in the
world around them.”
Some of the breakout sessions for this year’s event include:
“Taking Our Faith into Our Extracurricular Activities” with
Father Rothell Price; “Relationships” with separate meetings
for girls and boys with Roxanne and Matthew Chumley; Father
Matthew Long’s conversion story and “Bonding with Bishop.”
There will also be group games, time to see Loyola College Prep
and meet the students who attend the school.
“Encounter Jesus is an opportunity for Catholics to come
together and be with other Catholics their age,” said Interim
Youth Director, Randy Tiller. “In a mission diocese, our youth can
sometimes find it hard to connect with other Catholics. Coming
together in this way not only gives our youth the opportunity to
share in faith together, but it bolsters their confidence in living
their Catholic faith.”
There will be separate tracks for high school and middle school
youth appropriate to their age and development levels. Both age
groups will share in opening prayer, keynote talks, music and Mass
with Bishop Duca together. •
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JOIN US
SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
9AM-5PM

With Special Guest

Doug Tooke

Hosted by:
Loyola College Prep
921 Jordan Street
Shreveport, LA 71101

Here’s What You
NEED TO KNOW
WHO?
Middle School Students
High School Students
Youth Leaders

(Separate Breakouts for Each Age Group)

WHERE & WHEN?
Loyola College Prep, Shreveport
September 16
Registration starts at 8:30AM
REGISTER?

Contact your church's youth minister, visit
www.dioshpt.org, or email Erin LeBrocq
stpiusX_youthgroup@yahoo.com

St. John Berchmans Catholic
School Welcomes Changes!
by Kelly Phelan Powell
Trey Woodham is the
new assistant principal
and Jennifer Deason is
the new principal at St.
John Berchmans School
in Shreveport.

W

ith the advent of a new school
year, St. John Berchmans
Catholic School in Shreveport
is undergoing some exciting changes.
Former principal Jo Cazes retired this
year after more than four decades
working in education, and assistant
principal Jennifer Deason, who is in the
dissertation phase of a doctoral degree
in Educational Leadership at Louisiana
Tech, has transitioned into the leadership
position at SJB. Trey Woodham, athletic
director and middle school PE teacher,
has assumed the assistant principal role.
There have been many cosmetic
touches as well, but one change has
teachers, parents and even students
excited: SJB will offer Latin as part of its
foreign language program for the 201718 school year.
“My vision for SJB is to continue to
raise the bar, never settling for what we
expect of ourselves or our students,”
said Deason. “We would like to see
growth in all of our learners across the
board,” added Woodham. The new Latin
curriculum is a major step toward those
goals. Whitney Snead, current Latin
teacher at Loyola College Prep, will give
Latin instruction to SJB middle schoolers
three times per week. Grades 3 through 5
will receive Latin instruction from Amy
Vitacca, who also teaches middle school
social studies.

“Embracing Latin at SJB makes
perfect sense for our identity as a
Catholic school with a rich curriculum
in STREAM (Science, Technology,
Religion, Engineering, Art and Math).
As the official language of the Church,
Latin enhances our Catholicity. Latin
root words are the foundation in science
and the language of law, government
and theology. [It] supports learning
grammar in the English language [and]
prepares students to learn other foreign
languages,” Deason explained.
As nine-time Science Olympiad
State Champions, SJB takes science,
technology, engineering and math
(STEM) very seriously. Although retired,
Cazes will continue to work with the
Science Olympiad team. “She and I are
very close, and I have encouraged her to
find a happy balance as she transitions
into retirement,” said Deason. “When
she is missing us, the school routine or
the smiles from the kids, then I want her
to come to school. She still has so much
to share!”
SJB has undergone a number of
other improvements and updates over
the summer. Some of these include
new landscaping around the campus,
handrails, new upholstery for the
kneelers in the Cathedral and new
scoreboards for the gym. The downstairs
hallway has also been painted, lightening

the space. “The library and technology
center look beautiful,” said Deason,
describing the murals and other artistic
touches added to the 4100 square foot
space. SJB has also redesigned its spirit wear
and will be offering students new options
for outerwear.
Woodham, who recently completed a
10-month Catholic Education Leadership
Program through Loyola Marymount
University, is ready and eager for his new
role at SJB. “My main goal of the year is
to support Jennifer [Deason] in any way
I can to make sure this transition into
new leadership is as smooth as possible.
A lot of times, change makes people
uncomfortable… I want to remind our
students and parents that everything we
do has purpose, and every decision we
make is made with the best interest of our
students, faculty and staff in mind. Another
main goal of ours will be to expose our
community to what a great school SJB is
so we can increase and maintain a level
of enrollment that our school is set up to
support,” he said.
To that end, Ashley Timmons,
Counselor and Marketing Director, has
been working with a dedicated group of
experienced volunteers to get the word
out that SJB is an amazing learning
environment with a strong Catholic
Christian culture.
“Too often, people tell us they didn’t
know about us,” said Deason. “We are
working on getting our name out there
and all the wonderful things that our
school has to offer, but it is partially our
fault – I find our school and families tend
to be humbler, not needing or wanting
too much extra attention for their good
deeds or accomplishments. Fr. Peter
Mangum [pastor of the Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans] said we just need to tell
the truth, so we are trying to do so more
often… Our Catholic faith is rich and
evident in all that we do, our STREAM
curriculum is strong and only getting better
with the recent addition of Latin. Our
school truly feels like a family.” •
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Summer Camps
for Catholic Teens

T

he Diocese of Shreveport's annual
summer camps for teens - Mission
Possible for boys and BeLoved for girls
- had another successful year. The camps are
run by the Office of Church Vocations and
the Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows. Thank
you to all who attended!

Northern Louisiana Vocations
Inspired by Ruston Friars
by Br. Mike Ward, OFM

Luke LaFleur stands with Br. Mike Ward, OFM, his family and Tech classmates
at his diaconate ordination.

B

r. Michael Ward, OFM, was
the “vesting deacon” for Luke
LaFleur’s transitional diaconate
Mass held at Our Lady of Prompt
Succor in Alexandria, LA, on May
25. Br. Mike was Luke’s spiritual
director at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
in Ruston and is the campus minister
at the Catholic Student Center
serving the students of Louisiana
Tech University.
Luke graduated from Tech in
2012 with an engineering degree
and entered the Josephium Pontifical
College in Columbus, OH, three
months after graduation. His
priesthood ordination is scheduled
for May 2018 at the Cathedral in
Alexandria, LA.
Eight Tech grads attended the
diaconate ceremony at Luke’s home
parish.
Currently, three other Tech
graduates are pursing priesthood
ordination in the the dioceses of
Shreveport, Baton Rouge and New
Orleans. All of these graduates
started their journey with the
friars at St. Thomas. Currently two
young men at the Catholic Campus
Ministry Center at St. Thomas in
Ruston are interested in priesthood
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and two young women are interested
in religious life. Daniel Mayer, a
recent graduate from Tech will be
entering the postulancy program this
year for the Sacred Heart province.
Fr. Frank Folino, OFM, pastor at
St. Thomas Aquinas parish, was his
spiritual director.
In recent years, the campus
ministry program at St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish in Ruston has seen an
increase in activity. Currently, about
70 students go to the Center daily
and in 2016, the center was named
one of the top 50 Catholic college
ministry programs in the U.S. The
students have organized themselves
into a campus organization called
ACTS (Association of Catholic Tech
Students) and have activities at the
Catholic Center every day or evening.
Governed by a servant leadership
team of 30 students, ACTS’ motto is
“Christ-Centered and Student Led”
and the mission can be summed up
by five words: Joy, Evangelization,
Sacrament, Unity, Service. With
such guidance the students make
conscious effort in “Being Catholic
at Louisiana Tech.”
Visit stac-acts.com for more
information. •

2017-2018 DIOCESE OF SHREVEPORT SEMINARIANS
Our seminarians are studying and working hard at seminary to be future priests for the Diocese of
Shreveport. Tear this page out, hang it on your refrigerator or somewhere else prominent and pray
for these men. Consider sending them a letter of encouragement or a birthday card!

DEACON
DUANE TROMBETTA
4th Year Theology
Notre Dame Seminary

2901 South Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118
Birthday: September 24

KEVIN MUES
3rd Year Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary

2901 South Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118
Birthday: January 25
Christ the King, ULM, Monroe

Holy Trinity Parish, Shreveport

RANEY JOHNSON

NICHOLAS DUNCAN

3rd Year Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary

2nd Year Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary

2901 South Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118

2901 South Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118

Birthday: April 12

Birthday: November 24

Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish, Shreveport

St. Joseph Parish, Bastrop

JEFFERY “JEB” KEY

KELBY TINGLE

1st Year Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary

3rd Year College
St. Joseph Seminary College

2901 South Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118

75376 River Road
P.O. Box 552
St. Benedict, LA 70457

Birthday: August 4
St. John the
Baptist Parish, Many

Birthday: August 1

Cathedral of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport

FATHER JERRY DAIGLE
Director of Church Vocations
for the Diocese of Shreveport

2510 Emerson Street
Monroe, LA 71201
318-325-7549
jerrydaiglejr@gmail.com
www.dioshpt.org/ministries/church-vocations
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Join Bishop Michael Duca
at the

Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Western District
Banquet

Catholic Charities Presents:
Same Kind of Different as Me
by Lucy Medvec

"Not Too Far
From Here...
Encore!"
A unique night of
community & music
Special Music by:

C

Special Messages by:
Dr. Brad Jurkovich
Senior Pastor
First Bossier
Bishop Andrew L. Randall, Jr.
Bishop
Abounding Faith Temple

September 12, 2017
Bossier Civic Center
Registration: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Dinner by Savoie's: 6:30 p.m.
Program: 7:15 p.m.
SEATS ARE LIMITED
For more information, please call
Bonnie Martinez: 318-564-2587
Reservations are $60 each with
sponsorships available.
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atholic Charities of North
Louisiana will be hosting
private showings of the
movie Same Kind of Different as Me
in Shreveport and Monroe during
the weekend of October 20-22. This
movie is based on the New York Times
bestselling book, which tells the true
story of Ron Hall, an international
art dealer, and Denver
Moore, a homeless
drifter, and their lifechanging relationship.
The movie features
Greg Kinnear, Renee
Zellweger, Djimon
Hounsou and Jon
Voight, and it shows
how serving others
can change a heart,
a marriage and a
community. The
heartwarming story
takes place in Fort
Worth, with additional mentions of
North Louisiana and East Texas. Book
clubs across the country have given the
story a “thumbs up.”
The private showings are made
possible by the generous support
of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Louisiana.

Meg Goorley, Catholic Charities
of North Louisiana’s Executive
Director, sees the private showings as
opportunities to start a conversation
for change in our community.
“Every day, Catholic Charities is
helping people like Denver Moore,”
says Goorley. “We work together to
give our clients education, assistance,
and most of all, hope. I
feel that this movie will
inspire people to ask, what
more can they do to help?”
Please join Catholic
Charities of North
Louisiana in attending
a showing in either
Shreveport or Monroe.
In addition to the
private showings, Catholic
Charities is also providing
information for book
study groups who want
to read the book prior
to the movie release. Details (date,
time, location) for the showings can
be found on the Catholic Charities’
website at www.ccnla.org. Tickets are
available on a limited basis. For more
information, contact the CCNLA
office at (318) 865-0200 or email at
info@ccnla.org. •

New Christian Service Facility to
Have September Grand Opening
by Jane Snyder

A look inside the new Christian Service facility on Levy Street after 18 months of
fundraising and rennovations to the 10,000 square foot space.

T

he new Christian Service facility
on Levy Street will have its grand
opening on Wednesday, September
27, at 1:00 p.m. Please join Bishop
Michael Duca and Mayor Ollie Tyler for
this long awaited event.
In 1970, Fr. Murray Clayton brought
Sr. Margaret McCaffrey to Shreveport.
She rented an apartment in “The
Bottoms” behind First United Methodist
Church and
realized that
children were
going to school
hungry. Her
mission to
feed these
children was
the beginning
of Christian
Service.
Sr. Margaret
grew the
ministry through the 70s, 80s and
90s to serve those in our community
who were living on the margins of our
society, needing many different services.
She fed thousands at the Hospitality
House, provided clothing and emergency
assistance, housed people recently
released from prison, and housed women

with children, repaired toys to give to
children at Christmas, served volunteers
at the Poor Man’s Supper and initiated
the Christian Service Telethon.
Many think that Christian Service
died when Sr. Margaret died in 1998, but
that is not true. Fr. Andre McGrath, ofm,
with the help of the Friars of St. John the
Baptist, brought Brother Giovanni Reid
to Shreveport in 1999, and since then
the ministry
has continued
to serve 200
meals a day
and provide
clothing to
many each
month.
In 2013,
Hope
Connections,
a collaboration
of non-profits
on Levy Street, whose goal is to end
homelessness, asked Christian Service to
become the food and clothing part of this
amazing partnership. They offered to give
Christian Service a 10,000 square foot
building on their campus.
The Christian Service Board spent a
year evaluating their ministry and chose

to move forward taking the food, clothing
and emergency assistance services to the
new location.
In May of 2013, Christian Service hired
Al Moore to be the new executive director
and to take them through the process of
fundraising and building the new facility.
The core mission of feeding the hungry
has not changed, but the location to carry
out the mission is changing. There is a need
to address greater and greater numbers
of people who are not only hungry,
but homeless or on the brink of being
homeless. Christian Service is moving to
meet those needs.
Following 18 months of fundraising to
renovate the 10,000 square foot warehouse,
through the generous donations of
many foundations and individuals, the
groundbreaking for the new facility was
held in September 2016.

“The core mission of
feeding the hungry
has not changed, but

the location to carry
out the mission is
changing.”
The board of Christian Service looks
forward to serving more clients at their new
location.
They also hope to provide opportunities
for more volunteers to be a part of the food
and clothing ministries.
The board hopes that you will join
them on September 27 at the new home
of Christian Service at 2350 Levy Street in
Shreveport at 1:00 p.m. to introduce this
exciting new facility to the community.
Christian Service aims to help fulfill the
request in Matthew 25 35:40, “For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in.” •
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Classes and Podcast on Catholic Retrospective on
the Anniversary of Protestant Reformation
by Cheryl H. White, PHD

Among some of the podcast titles are:
“Did Martin Luther Intend to Start a
New Church?” and “Can the Church
Be in Error?” as well as “Highlights of
the Council of Trent,” and “Saints of the
Catholic Reformation.” The podcasts will
be available on the new Cathedral blog,
https://catholicretrospective.wordpress.
com, the Cathedral website and the
Cathedral YouTube channel.
The following is a schedule of related
classes and events to be held at the
Cathedral. Sunday classes all begin at 9:15
a.m. and all are welcome to attend.
Talks on the Protestant Reformation from a Catholic perspective will be given at
the Cathedral. Fr. Peter Mangum is also podcasting on the subject.

A

s the world prepares to mark
the 500th anniversary of the
beginning of the Protestant
Reformation on October 31, the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans is
using this historic opportunity to focus
a variety of educational offerings on the
rich history of the Church, which will
examine both the Protestant movement
and the resulting Catholic Reformation.
The time will also serve as an
opportunity to pray for the restoration
of unity among all Christians.
Keeping with the theme of “A
Catholic Retrospective: Transcending
History through the Eyes of Faith,” the
Cathedral will have a series of adult faith
formation classes in conjunction with the
historic anniversary, as well as the launch
of a series of educational podcasts by Fr.
Peter Mangum on related topics.
Transcending history through the eyes
of faith is a concept drawn directly from
the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
which explains the Church as visible in
history, yet also eternally existing outside
of it. Given the nature of the topics to
be explored, this seems an especially
appropriate way to frame the Cathedral’s
programming.
Historians generally note the
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beginning of the Protestant Reformation
to have occurred with the publication
of the 95 Theses Against the Sale of
Indulgences by Martin Luther, who
nailed his “protest” to the door of
his church in Wittenberg, Germany
on October 31, 1517. Luther’s act of
protest against abuses of practice within
the Church had historic consequences
that resulted in an eventual splintering
of Christianity into many different
groups and sects. Since the historic
anniversary of this protest naturally
invites a focus on the Catholic Church,
it provides us with a unique educational
opportunity as we remind ourselves of
the fullness of our faith.
In addition to the adult education
offerings, a 10-part weekly audio
podcast series hosted by Fr. Peter
Mangum will launch on September
1, with each installment focusing
on a different aspect of the Church’s
response to the Protestant movement as
well as an emphasis on prayers for the
restoration of unity. In these brief talks,
Fr. Mangum uses both a theological
and historical approach to the common
themes evoked by the Protestant
Reformation, resulting in an eloquent
defense of our Catholic faith.

• September 17 – Welcome and
Overview for Fall Adult Faith Formation
• September 24 – The Church Catholic
and Apostolic: The First 1500 Years of the
Faith, Dr. Cheryl White
• October 1 – The Church Catholic
and Apostolic: The First 1500 Years of the
Faith, Dr. Cheryl White
• Wed., October 11 – 6:00 p.m.
Re-cap of The Church Catholic and
Apostolic: The First 1500 Years of the
Faith
• October 15 – A Catholic
Retrospective: Transcending History
Through the Eyes of Faith Seeking
Christian Unity
• October 22 – A Catholic
Retrospective: Transcending History
Through the Eyes of Faith, Dr. Cheryl
White: The Late Medieval Church, the
Bad Popes, and Catholic Cry for Reform
• October 29 – A Catholic
Retrospective: Transcending History
Through the Eyes of Faith, Fr. Peter
Mangum, Dr. Cheryl White, Robert Cruz
Martin Luther’s Protest & The 95 Theses
Against the Sale of Indulgences
• November 5 – A Catholic
Retrospective: Transcending History
Through the Eyes of Faith, Fr. Peter
Mangum: The Council of Trent & the
Tridentine Mass

hispanic NEWS
por Marilu Rodriguez

Ley de Salud

A

probada en el 2012, y
mejor conocida como
OBAMACARE, o ACA (por
sus Siglas en inglés) – Affordable Care
Act, esta ley fue creada para ayudar
con los costos de salud y cuidados
médicos de ciudadanos estadounidenses
y residentes legales (que tengan la
residencia - Green card por un año) y
que no califican para Medicaid por su
nivel de ingresos anuales.
La cobertura de salud por parte del
Estado de Louisiana, mejor conocida
como Medicaid, está diseñada para la
población con ingresos por debajo del
índice de pobreza. Deben cumplir este

requisito y llenar la solicitud. (En este
caso, los residentes legales deben tener 5
años con la residencia/green card).
Con esta ley de salud, la población
tiene algunos derechos y obligaciones.
Algo favorable es que las personas con
alguna enfermedad crónica, deben ser
aprobadas para obtener servicio médico,
y los exámenes primarios o básicos la
mayoría de las veces son gratis.
En el MERCADO DE SALUD,
existen varias compañías que ofrecen
seguros médicos en diferentes paquetes y
diferente precio, con un deducible o un
co-pago.
Es importante que si usted es
ciudadano o residente legal, cumpla
con la ley de salud, pues de no contar
con un seguro médico para usted
y para sus hijos, deberá pagar una
multa al momento de reclamar sus
impuestos. Recuerde que este beneficio
y penalización es para ciudadanos
estadounidenses y residentes legales
solamente. Las multas se calculan de dos
formas, aumentan cada año y éstas son
las del 2017:
• Por ingresos de familia (2.5% del
ingreso de la familia)
• Por ingreso individual ( $695.00
por adulto, $347.50 por niño menor de
18 años)
• Multa o penalización máxima
($2,085.00)

Calendario de Septiembre
9

Preparación de parejas para
matrimonio, Santo Tomás, Ruston
2-4pm.

16 Encuentro Parroquial del V
Encuentro, Nuestra Sra. Del Perp.
Socorro, Farmerville.
23 Escuela Pastoral, Técnicas de
Evangelización Cristo Rey; 9a.m.5p.m.
29 Reunión en preparación para
Retiro Experiencia Cristo. 10am –
2 pm. Centro Católico.

Si aún no cuenta con un seguro médico
las inscripciones se abrirán nuevamente
en el mes de Octubre. Encontrará más
detalles ingresando a la página en línea:
www.cuidadodesalud.gov.
Las personas que no califican para
esta ley, no pagan multa al declarar sus
impuestos. Sin embargo los servicios
médicos que pueden recibir en este país
son limitados y difícil de obtener aunque
existen algunas clínicas en el estado de
Louisiana que atienden pacientes sin un
seguro médico.
Para más información sobre a dónde
acudir para cuidado de salud o para pedir
ayuda, favor de llamar a la Sra. Marilu
Rodriguez al 318-227-2912 Ext. 6 en
la clínica de Martin Luther King en
Shreveport. •

MINISTERIO HISPANO CATOLICO - DIOCESIS DE SHREVEPORT
Rosalba Quiroz, Directora (318) 219-7265; rquiroz@dioshpt.org Melina Sanchez, Secretaria (318) 219-7257; msanchez@dioshpt.org
Cristo Rey, Bossier City

425 McCormick Street
P. Rigo Betancurt
P. Mark Watson
(318) 221-0238
Domingo-3:00 pm
Lunes y Martes-7pm

Sagrado Corazon,
Oak Grove

201 Purvis St.
P. Joseph Kallookalam
(318) 559-2876
Domingo-5:00 pm

Santo Tomás Aquino,
Ruston

810 Carey Avenue
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-1:30pm

San Pascual, W. Monroe

711 North 7th Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-4:00 pm

San Juan Bautista,
Many

1130 San Antonio Ave.
P. Michael Thang’wa
(318) 256-5680
1er Domingo de Mes-5pm

Sta Maria de los Pinos,
Shreveport

1050 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
P. Fidel Mondragon
(318) 455-2300
Domingo-11:30 am

Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo
Socorro, Farmerville

600 East Water Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Sábado-7:00 pm

San José, Mansfield

305 Jefferson Street
P. Juan Garcia
(318) 872-1158
Domingo-3:00 pm
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Kids' Connection!

This Month We Learn About

Saint teresa of calcutta
who was she?

Born in Albania in 1910, Teresa loved stories of
missionaries as a child. When she was 18, she
joined the Sisters of Loreto in Ireland. In 1929
she began her novitiate in India. After her vows,
she became a teacher and then headmistress in
Calcutta. The poverty and famine that raged in
Calcutta deeply affected her. Teresa experienced
a call to leave the convent and live among the
poor, helping them in 1946. She became an
Indian citizen and received basic medical training
before living in the slums. Other young women
joined her and they establised the Missionaries of
Charity. Teresa opened hospices, leprosy clinics,
orphanages and homeless youth shelters.

Word Find
CALCUTTA

HOSPICE

ORPHANS

CHARITY

INDIA

POOR

DIGNITY

LEPROSY

TEACHER

HOMELESS

MISSIONARY

TERESA
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Interesting facts

• In 1982, Teresa established a temporary ceasefire between Israelis and Palestinians and travelled
through a war zone to a hospital to evacuate 37
trapped children.

• She received many awards for her acts of services
from the Indian government, as well as from other
countries around the world including the Pope
John XXIII Peace Prize in 1971 and tthe
he Nobel
Peace Prize in 1979.
• Teresa’s congregation spread across the world.
By 2007 the Missionaries of Charity numbered
about 450
brothers and
5,000 sisters
worldwide,
operating
600 missions,
schools and
shelters in 120
countries.

school NEWS

OLF Inservice Day

SJS Gets Casual Learning Space

O

ur Lady of Fatima School held a
Teacher Inservice Day prior to the
start of the new school year. OLF
principal Dr. Carynn Wiggins observed
while Vice Principal Stephanie Haney
explained the updated features of the 20172018 student handbook.

B

eginning this fall, St. Joseph
middle school students will have
a new perk in their building –
the SJS Middle School Lounge. The
space in the classroom next to the
library was transformed this summer
into a casual learning space, including
new tile floors, tables with plugs and
USB charging ports, a comfortable
couch and a bistro table with barrel
stools. Teachers will be able to reserve
the room for study time, reading time,

or any other flexible learning time.
The students will be given ownership
of the room, with tasks such as
painting and decorating the room and
selecting pieces of furniture. The new
breakroom was the highlight of the
upgrades the campus received over
the summer, which included newly
painted red doors with black trim, the
newly refurbished campus computer
lab, and a refreshing of the playground
mulch in all areas.

Loyola Students Intern with Congress

L

oyola graduates left with more
than diplomas as 82% of them
earned over $12 million in
scholarships. Additionally, the class
of 2017 accumulated over 17,000
hours in service to the community,
answering the call to be men and
women for others.

Three Loyola College Prep
graduates spent their summer
working in D.C. as they interned for
Congressman Mike Johnson. Griffin
Neal, John Henry Hobgood and
Andrew Dzurik are pictured with
Loyola physics teacher Hal Meekins
in Washington D.C.

JGS Hosted Kagan
Cooperative
Learning Workshop

J

esus the Good Shepherd and Our
Lady of Fatima teachers attended
a two-day workshop on Kagan
Cooperative Learning. They learned
about Kagan Structures which increase
academic achievement, improve ethnic
relations, enhance self-esteem, create a
more harmonious classroom climate,
reduce discipline problems, and develop
students’ social skills and character virtues.
These simple teaching strategies have a
profoundly positive effect on overall student
engagement! When students are engaged,
they pay attention, they’re motivated, they
learn more, and the learning is retained.
The biggest difference between the Kagan
approach and teaching using traditional
methods is the ability to engage every
student. We are excited to implement
these wonderful learning structures in our
classrooms at JGS and OLF.
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around the
DIOCESE

Catholic Youth Camp
at Sacred Heart

Sacred Heart in Rayville Celebrates
Sacred Heart of Jesus Over Four Days

O

E

ach year, Sacred Heart Parish
in Rayville celebrates the Feast
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
This year the church was honored
to have Bishop Michael Duca and
several priests from surrounding
parishes join together in a four day
celebration.
On Tuesday, June 20, Fr. Joseph
Puthuppally celebrated Mass and
presented a homily, the theme of
which was “Be perfect, just as your
heavenly Father is perfect.” On
successive evenings, Fr. James Moran,
co celebrated Mass and presented a
homily entitled, “Do not perform
righteous deeds in order that people
may see them.” Fr. Job Edathinatt
of St. Lawrence Church in Swartz
celebrated Mass and presented a
homily entitled, “In praying, do not
babble like the pagans.”
On Friday, June 23, in
celebration of the feast day,
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n July 22-23, seven youth from
Shreveport responded to the
invitation to attend a Youth Camp
held at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in
Shreveport. The camp was led by Couples
for Christ (CFC) Youth from Dallas-Fort
Worth. Some members of CFC were present
in the camp to provide spiritual support,
attend to nutritional needs and serve as
adult chaperones. Fr. John Paul Crispin
presided over the sacrament of reconciliation
and the concluding eucharistic celebration.
CFC Youth is a family ministry of Couples
for Christ.

Bishop Duca joined Pastor, Fr.
Philip Pazhayakari, cmi, Fr. James
Dominic, Fr. Biju Kuriakose, cmi,
and Fr. Moran, co in concelebrating
Mass. Bishop Duca gave an
inspiring homily, the theme of
which was “Come to me, all you
who labor and are burdened.”
The Mass highlighted a four-day
celebration which joined several
priests in surrounding parishes.
The ladies and men of Sacred
Heart Parish prepared meals each
evening, and an enthusiastic
group of parishioners attended the
spiritual and uplifting celebrations.
Pictured: Celebrating the Feast
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
on Friday, June 23, at Sacred Heart
Parish in Rayville, were (left to
right), Fr. James Dominic, Fr. Biju
Kuriakose, cmi, Bishop Michael
Duca, Fr. Philip Pazhayakari, cmi,
and Fr. James Moran, co.

Slow Food Donates to
Earthquake Victims

L

ynn Mandina, Cathy Gregorio and
Vita Gregorio presented Fr. Rothell
Price with a check on behalf of Slow
Food of North Louisiana for the support of
earthquake victims in and around Amatrice,
Italy. The proceeds will be given to Catholic
Relief Services and used for this purpose. To
raise the funds, the group hosted a benefit
dinner with the help of Italian-American
members of the community.

"Let Your Light Shine" Annual Tech Students Retreat

M

ore than 70 college students attended the annual
Spring Retreat of the Association of Catholic Tech
Students (ACTS), the campus ministry program
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Ruston, led by Br. Michael
Ward, OFM. The ACTS Spring Retreat is one of three retreats
offered by the campus ministry program at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish. The fall and winter retreats are preludes to the spring
retreat — the largest of the three. The ACTS spring retreat is
a shining example of the ACTS motto, “Christ-Centered and
Student-Led.”

Two students leaders coordinated a team of 20 students,
spending three months planning the retreat, tailoring it
to the needs of attendees guided by a yearly theme. This
year, the theme was “Let Your Light Shine.” The studentled weekend is carefully choreographed with skits, talks,
activities, prayer, reflection time and, of course, meals. The
Women’s Guild of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish supplied the
snacks for the weekend, and the Men’s Club hosted a fish
fry for the retreatants on Saturday evening.
Typically, ACTS invites speakers to address the
college students. This year, the students invited Fr. Ryan
Humphries from St. Edward the Confessor Church in
Tallulah, and Pam and Roland Allen who are parishioners
of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish. Pam is the Executive
Director of the Louisiana Center for the Blind and Roland
is the Cane Travel Instructor for the center. The “senior
talk” of the weekend was given by Seth Louviere who
encouraged the ACTS members to stay strong in their faith
during college. The spring retreat “officially” ended with
the celebration of a 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish. Thanks to Fr. Pat Madden and Fr. Joe Martina who
assisted the pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas, Fr. Frank Folino,
ofm, in offering the sacrament of reconciliation.

Representatives Attend Family
Life Ministries Conference

St. Patrick Youth Take Mission
Trip to Help Flood Victims

C

F

arol Gates and Dotye Sue Stanford,
representatives of Family Life Ministries for the
Diocese of Shreveport, attended the National
Association of Catholic Family Life Ministries (NACFLM)
meeting at The Catholic University of America in
Washington D.C. They learned ideas on how to include
Catholic social teaching within family day-to-day
activities, along with ideas to enrich parish life with small
groups, to enhance our marriage preparation and marriage
and family programs.

rom Monday, June 5, to Saturday, June 10, youth
from St. Patrick Parish in Lake Providence and
Sacred Heart Parish in Oak Grove, participated
in a Mission Trip to Hammond, LA. During that time
they helped to renovate a home that was damaged in
the major flooding that took place in south Louisiana
last year. The group worked with the Fuller Center in
Hammond. A group from Minnesota worked with them
and is in included in the photo above.
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across the NATION
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

The abhorrent acts of
hatred on display in
Charlottesville are an

attack on the unity
of our nation and
therefore summon us all
to fervent prayer and

peaceful action.

President of USCCB Calls for Calm
Amid Violent Protests in Charlottesville

W

ASHINGTON—Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo, of
Galveston-Houston, President
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has issued the following
statement in response to the violent
protests in Charlottesville, VA that has
left three dead and at least 19 injured.
Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement
follows:
“On behalf of the bishops of the
United States, I join leaders from
around the nation in condemning the
violence and hatred that have now led
to one death and multiple injuries in
Charlottesville, Virginia. We offer our
prayers for the family and loved ones
of the person who was killed and for all
those who have been injured. We join
our voices to all those calling for calm.
The abhorrent acts of hatred on
display in Charlottesville are an attack
on the unity of our nation and therefore
summon us all to fervent prayer and
peaceful action. The bishops stand with
all who are oppressed by evil ideology
and entrust all who suffer to the prayers
of St. Peter Claver as we approach his
feast day. We also stand ready to work
with all people of goodwill for an end
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to racial violence and for the building of
peace in our communities.
Last year a Task Force of our Bishops
Conference under Archbishop Wilton
Gregory proposed prayers and resources
to work for unity and harmony in
our country and in our Church. I am
encouraging the bishops to continue that
work especially as the Feast of St. Peter
Claver approaches.” •

Bishops Act to Address
the Sin of Racism and
Seek Solutions

W

ASHINGTON—The United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops announced the
establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee
Against Racism. Initiated by Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo of GalvestonHouston, President of the USCCB, the
committee will focus on addressing the
sin of racism in our society, and even
in our Church, and the urgent need
to come together as a society to find
solutions.
“Recent events have exposed the
extent to which the sin of racism
continues to inflict our nation. The

establishment of this new ad hoc
committee will be wholly dedicated to
engaging the Church and our society
to work together in unity to challenge
the sin of racism, to listen to persons
who are suffering under this sin, and
to come together in the love of Christ
to know one another as brothers and
sisters,” says Cardinal DiNardo.
Bishop George V. Murry, SJ of
Youngstown, OH has been appointed
as Chairman of the committee.
“I look forward to working with my
brother bishops as well as communities
across the United States to listen to
the needs of individuals who have
suffered under the sin of racism and
together find solutions to this epidemic
of hate that has plagued our nation
for far too long,” says Bishop Murry.
“Through Jesus’ example of love and
mercy, we are called to be a better
people than what we have witnessed
over the past weeks and months as a
nation. Through listening, prayer and
meaningful collaboration, I’m hopeful
we can find lasting solutions and
common ground where racism will no
longer find a place in our hearts or in
our society.”
The new ad hoc committee has
been formed upon the unanimous
recommendation of the U.S. Bishops
Conference Executive Committee and
in consultation with members of the
USCCB’s Committee on Priorities
and Plans. The establishment of the
committee will also welcome and
support the implementation of the
pastoral letter on racism anticipated
for release in 2018. The formation of
the ad hoc committee also follows the
conclusion of the work of the Peace
in Our Communities Task Force. The
Task Force was formed in July 2016 by
then USCCB President, Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz, in response to raciallyrelated shootings in Baton Rouge,
Minneapolis and Dallas. •

IMMACULÉE
Ilibagiza

Immaculée’s Story of Faith,
Hope and Forgiveness
at the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans

Spiritual Director &
Spiritual Direction
Information

SEPTEMBER 20

Diocese of Shreveport
Spiritual Directors

Tickets $10
www.sjbcathedral.org

If you feel called to spiritual direction,
please contact one of the lay spiritual
directors in our diocese to arrange an
initial meeting:

6:30pm

Joe Bernal
jkmca2000@aol.com
Katherine Bernal
jkmca2000@aol.com
Brenda Lites
blites@suddenlinkmail.com
Dianne Rachal
drachal@dioshpt.org
Marie Rinaudo
prinrin@comcast.net
Susan Tousignant
susanrt@sonicpartnernet.com
Mike Van Vranken
mike@mikevanvrankenministries.org

Spiritual Direction Classes
If you are interested in more information
about spiritual direction, plan to attend
one of the two-hour classes presented by
Sr. Dorothy Trosclair, OP on September
25 at 10:00 a.m. or at 7:00 p.m. at the
Catholic Center in Shreveport.

Spiritual Director
Informational Meetings
If you want more information about
becoming a spiritual director, please attend
one of the informational meetings with
Sr. Dorothy Trosclair, OP on September
26 at 10:00 a.m. or at 7:00 p.m. at the
Catholic Center in Shreveport.
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mark your CALENDAR
9/7

Theology on Tap in Bossier City
Theology on Tap is an event for young adults
to gather together in a casual setting and learn more about an
aspect of the Catholic faith. The September 7 event will feature
speaker Chris Davis with 40 Days for Life. It will take place at
Buffalo Wild Wings in Bossier City and begin at 6:30 p.m. For
more information, contact Randy Tiller at 318-868-4441, or
rtiller@dioshpt.org.

9/20

World-Renowned Rwandan Survivor
to Speak at Cathedral at "Evening
with Immaculée" Immaculée Ilibagiza, survivor of the
Rwanda genocide in 1994 and best-selling author of Left to
Tell, Our Lady of Kibeho and The Boy Who Met Jesus, will tell her
story on Wednesday, September 20 at 6:30 p.m. Her talk will
be followed by book sales and signing. Immaculée, a member of
the Tutsi tribe, hid in a small bathroom for 91 days with seven
other women as members of the rival Hutus massacred one
million people throughout Rwanda, including the majority of
her family. During her time in hiding, she prayed the rosary,
read the Bible and asked God to show her how to forgive the
killers. Her amazing story of survival and forgiveness is an
inspiration to all. Tickets are $10 and available on the Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans’ website (www.sjbcathedral.org) or in the
church office. For more information, contact the church office
at 318-221-5296.

9/24

Adult Faith Formation Series at the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans:
The Church Catholic and Apostolic - The First 1500
Years of the Faith This is the first class of a series dedicated
to examining the fullness of Catholic history as the world
prepares to mark the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Protestant Reformation. As an introduction to the Cathedral’s
focused theme of “A Catholic Retrospective: Transcending
History through the Eyes of Faith,” this series will explore the
rich and significant identity of the faith (more on page 22).

10/1

Forgiveness - The Secret of Peace Film
at the Catholic Center Forgiveness – The
Secret of Peace is a documentary about the life and work for Fr.
Ubald Rugirangoga. Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, of the Diocese
of Cyangugu in Rwanda, will be in Shreveport on Sunday,
October 1, as he presents his new movie in the Catholic
Center’s Holoubek Theater at 6:45 p.m. Fr. Ubald has been
a Roman Catholic priest for 25 years in Rwanda. During the
1994 genocide, he lost over 80 members of his family and over
45,000 of his parishioners were exterminated. Fr. Ubald will be
present for a Q& A session after the movie. This event is free to
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the public (donations for the movie project will be accepted at
the end). This event is sponsored by the Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans and open to the public. For more information,
please call the Cathedral office at 318-221-5296, or visit their
website at www.sjbcathedral.org. Visit https://secretofpeace.
com/ to see the movie trailer.

10/2

Healing Mass and Prayer Service with
Father Ubald at the Cathedral The
evening following his movie night at the Catholic Center, Fr.
Ubald Rugirangoga will have a Healing Mass and Prayer Service
in the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans located at 939 Jordan
Street in Shreveport. The Mass will begin at 6:30 p.m. For more
information, contact the Cathedral office at 318-221-5296, or
visit www.sjbcathedral.org.

10/7

St. Pius X Ladies Guild 10th Annual
Style Show and Luncheon St.Pius X Ladies
Guild is hosting its 10th annual Style Show and Luncheon on
October 7. Dillards at Mall St. Vincent will present their fall
fashions with live models from the Shreveport area. There will
be door prizes. Lunch will be served by Jimbeaux & Sons. The
event will be held at Trinity Heights Baptist Church, 3820 Old
Mooringsport Rd., Shreveport, from 12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $25 purchased in advance from any Guild member,
or call 318-929-9803 or 318-451-5700.

10/8

Multicultural Rosary at St. Joseph
Parish, Shreveport This annual event,
hosted by St. Joseph Parish, will have members of the
community praying each decade of the roasary in a different
language with responses in English. The Rosary will begin at
2:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Parish, 204 Patton Avenue, Shreveport.
Contact the parish office at 318-865-3581 for more
information.

10/21

St. Paschal Herbal Harvest Original
Arts and Crafts Festival
This free event on October 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
will host more than 60 vendors selling original artisan arts and
crafts. St. Paschal Parish will be selling herb plants and foods
prepared by church members, including: herbed chicken salad,
taco soup, grilled sausage, freshly baked breads, cakes, cookies
and sweets, almond tea and cold drinks.Bring the entire
family for a fun time. This is the 26th year for this event. St.
Paschal is located at 711 N. 7th St in West Monroe. For more
information, call Darren Burgess at 318-237-4840, or email
him at herbalharvest@stpaschalchurch.org. You can also visit
www.stpaschalchurch.org.

SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

27

28

Eastern Deanery
Catechetical
Fair, St. Paschal
Parish, West
Monroe, 1:15pm

St. Augustine,
bishop & doctor
of the Church

TUESDAY

29

2017

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

30

31

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

The Passion of
St. John the
Baptist

THEOLOGY ON TAP/
SEPT / 7

3

Labor Day

4

Catholic Center
Closed

5

6

St. Teresa of
Calcutta,
religious

7		
8

Theology on
Tap, Buffalo Wild
Wings, Bossier
City, 6:30pm

Deadline for
the October
Catholic
Connection

The Nativity
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

9

Protecting
God's Children,
Sacred Heart
Parish, Oak
Grove, 9am
2nd Collection:
The Catholic
University of
America

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
BANQUET / SEPT 12

St. Peter
Claver, priest

		
10
2nd Collection:
The Catholic
University of
America

17

11

18

12

19
Louisiana Priests
Convention,
New Orleans
St. Januarius,
bishop

24

25

13

14

The Exaltation of
Society of St.
Protecting
the Holy Cross
Vincent de
God's Children,
Paul Western
Catholic Center,
Deanery
6pm
Banquet, Bossier
Civic Center,
St. John
6:30pm
Chrysostom,
bishop & doctor
The Most Holy
of the Church
Name of Mary

26

20

Evening with
Immaculee,
Cathedral,
6:30pm

21

St. Matthew,
apostle &
evangelist

15

Our Lady of
Sorrows

16

Encounter
Jesus 3, Loyola
College Prep,
8:30am

Sts. Cornelius,
pope, &
Cyprian,
bishops, martyrs

22

23

St. Pius of
Pietrelcina,
priest

Sts. Andrew Kim
Tae-gon, priest,
& Paul Chong
Ha-sang, &
companions,
martyrs

27

Spiritual Direction Spiritual Direction Christian Service
Meeting,
Meeting,
Grand Opening,
Catholic Center, Catholic Center,
1pm
10am & 7pm
10am & 7pm
Poor
Man's
(see page 29)
(see page 29)
Supper, Jesus the
Good Shepherd
Sts. Cosmas &
School Gym,
Damian, martyrs
5:30pm
St. Vincent de
Paul, priest

EVENING WITH
IMMACULÉE / SEPT 20

28

Our Lady of
Fatima School
Mass with
Bishop Duca,
9am

St. Winceslaus,
martyr; St.
Lawrence Ruiz
& companions,
martyrs

29
Sts. Michael,
Gabriel and
Raphael,
archangels

30

St. Jerome,
priest &
doctor of the
Church

POOR MAN'S SUPPER
/ SEPT 27
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Photo of the Month

Bishop Michael Duca greets the altar servers at the “Back to
School Mass” at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans.
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