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Mission Statement
The Catholic Connection is a monthly
publication funded by your Diocesan
Stewardship Appeal; mailed to every
known Catholic household in the Diocese
of Shreveport. Our Mission is to advance
knowledge and understanding of our
Catholic Faith among the faithful. We seek
to foster the application of Christ’s teachings
and our Church’s mission in our daily lives and
to encourage our sense of Catholic identity
within our family, parish, and diocesan faith
community.
Subscriptions & Address Changes
Contact: Jessica Rinaudo, Editor
Email: jrinaudo@dioshpt.org
Write:
Catholic Connection
3500 Fairfield Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71104
Call: 318-868-4441
Fax: 318-868-4609
Website: www.thecatholicconnection.org

The Catholic Connection is a member
of the Catholic Press Association.

The Diocese of Shreveport complies with Virtus’s
Protecting God’s Children program. Classes are
offered every second Wednesday of the month
at the Catholic Center in Shreveport. To report
child sexual abuse by a cleric or church worker in
the Diocese of Shreveport, call Glennda Lawson.
Hotline is 318-294-1031 and your local law
enforcement agency.
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Deacon Class Postponed

A

vocation to the permanent diaconate is a serious commitment and
undertaking and interested men often need considerable time for
prayer and discernment before enrolling in the program. Because the
Diocese of Shreveport deeply desires to have a full class of men who are called
to this ministry, Bishop Michael Duca and program director, Deacon Clary
Nash have decided to temporarily postpone the program. This will allow for
more discernment time, a chance for questions to be addressed, and time for
applicants to complete all the necessary paperwork and enrollment procedures.
We are excited by the interest in the next deacon class expressed by church
members and the clergy. We encourage men who feel God might be calling
them to be a deacon to complete the application process. God needs you to
assist His people.
For questions and application information, please contact Deacon Clary
Nash at 318-532-0280, or email him at cnash@dioshpt.org.

Bishop’s February Calendar
FEBRUARY 1 Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans Catholic
School Annual Religion Scholars'
Bowl; Shreveport
Western Deanery Stewardship
Appeal Donor Reception;
Shreveport Club, Shreveport;
6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 2 Bishop J. Mark
Spalding’s Episcopal Ordination
& Installation Mass; Catholic
Pastoral Center, Nashville;
2:00 p.m.
FEBRUARY 3 Catholic Foundation
of Dallas Award Banquet; The
Hilton Anatole, Dallas; 6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 7 St. Francis Medical
Center Board of Directors
Meeting; Monroe; 11:30 a.m.
FEBRUARY 10 Confirmation;
Holy Trinity Parish, Shreveport;
4:15 p.m.
FEBRUARY 11 Mass in Celebration
of Consecrated Life; Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 5:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 14 Ash Wednesday
Mass; LSU-S, Shreveport;
11:00 a.m.

Ash
Wednesday
Mass;
Cathedral
of St. John
Berchmans,
Shreveport;
5:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 16 Catholic Center
Staff Retreat; 8:30 a.m.
Stations of the Cross; Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 5:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 18 Catholic Scouting
Mass, Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans, Shreveport;
11:00 a.m.
Rite of Election; Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans, Shreveport;
2:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 23 University of Dallas
Board of Trustees Meeting; Dallas
FEBRUARY 28 Dalton Trust Board
Meeting; Monroe; 12:00 p.m.
St. Frederick High School Board
Meeting; St. Frederick High
School, Monroe; 6:00 p.m.
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la reflexión DEL OBISPO
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

Dejar ir lo “Mío” para la Gloria de las Obras de Dios

Q

uizá la primera sorpresa que se llevan los padres primerizos es darse
cuenta que su hijo nace salvaje – no entrenado. No quiero decirlo
en mal sentido, pero nuestros primeros instintos de niño son
de sobrevivencia. Tenemos que ser instruidos para ingresar a la sociedad.
Al estar siendo formados, sobresalen de nuestro interior las expresiones
comunes: “¡Mío!” “No es justo”, y “Mi turno”. Estas tres actitudes en el
sentido salvaje son egoístas si vemos el mundo solamente del punto de vista
de un niño, aun cuando expresen alguna verdad sobre la vida. Podría hacer
un artículo completo sobre cada una de ellas, pero hoy quiero concentrarme
en esta frase que pienso es descarada y egoísta: ¡Mío! (con signos de
exclamación).
Exclamar ¡MIO! es por su puesto una expresión de posesión.
Aprendemos esto a muy temprana edad cuando recibimos un regalo o un
juguete y entendemos que se me entrega a mí – Eso es ¡MIO! EL poseer no
es algo malo, de hecho en la encíclica Rerum Novarum (Cambio Político)
en la justicia social, la Iglesia enseña que tener posesión de la tierra es un
derecho fundamental de cada persona porque ayuda a asegurar su libertad
y da estabilidad a su familia. La posesión también trae orden a nuestra
sociedad. Pero si nuestras posesiones como nuestro tiempo, talentos,
y tesoros solo se entienden desde esta perspectiva infantil, ¡MIO!, nos
convertimos en egoístas, sirviéndonos solo a nosotros mismos y tentando
nuestra riqueza, tiempo, y talento para influenciar y manipular a otros
solo para nuestro propio beneficio. Podemos ser atrapados en la vanidad
y codicia tanto que nos perdemos y dejamos de escuchar las plegarias de
la pobreza y nos aislamos de los más necesitados. Vivimos en la ilusión de
autosuficiencia y las ocupaciones superficiales.
Lo que me ayudaba a balancear esta actitud de ¡MIO! mientras crecía
era la exhortación de mis padres de COMPARTIR. Esto no es fácil
de entender para un niño quien apenas empieza a aprender lo que
significa esto ¡MIO! pero es una lección que debemos aprender. Entre
más profunda y espiritual sea nuestra madurez al COMPARTIR como
discípulos de Jesús, más seremos como nuestro Maestro, que es el
principal mayordomo y administrador de todos los bienes que poseemos.
La espiritualidad de un mayordomo está fundamentada en entender que
el mayordomo no es el dueño, sino más bien quien cuida las posesiones
del dueño. Un buen mayordomo se preocupa, protege, invierte, mejora,
y respeta todo lo que se pone a su cuidado. Ser hombres y mujeres en
la fe con Cristo significa que debemos crear una profunda espiritualidad
de una mayordomía que tenga como base el entendimiento de que todas
las cosas que poseemos son un REGALO. No fuimos creados para ser
dueños de las cosas, más bien debemos vernos como mayordomos de lo
que ha sido puesto a nuestro cuidado.
Hay una gran diferencia entre decir, “Esto es ¡MIO!, yo lo gané y lo usaré
como yo quiera a decir “Yo me gané esto, trabajé duro para conseguirlo
y doy gracias a Dios porque me fue posible obtenerlo, trataré de ser un
buen mayordomo de las bendiciones que he recibido.” Una vez que
veamos nuestras vidas como un regalo, la gratitud viene como parte de
nuestra actitud diaria y la idea de administración es parte frecuente en
nuestras decisiones diarias de como usamos nuestro tiempo, talento, y
tesoros. Nuestras decisiones de como usamos nuestros regalos comienzan
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incluyendo en la conciencia las necesidades de los
demás y nos volvemos más generosos y hospitalarios.
Al mismo tiempo que estamos más dispuestos a
contribuir, e incluso sacrificar, los regalos de Dios
como nuestro tiempo, tesoros, y talentos para ayudar
a construir el Reino de Dios y ser testimonio de las
cosas buenas que vienen de Dios.
Ojalá maduremos hasta poder llegar más allá
de esta actitud egoísta de ¡MIO! y llegar a la
generosidad de COMPARTIR y finalmente a la
verdad espiritual de que solo somos mayordomos de
los regalos de nuestras vidas.
En las siguientes semanas se les recordará que ésta
es la época del año en la que se lleva a cabo nuestra
Campaña de Cooperación Anual Diocesana. Yo
sé que hay muchas razones prácticas para que den
o no den, pero espero que en su discernimiento
consideren su decisión desde un punto espiritual y no
lo vean solamente por el lado monetario. Espero se
enfoquen en nuestra Cooperación Anual Diocesana
desde una mayordomía espiritual y entiendan que
dar a la campaña no es como pagar una factura o
una deuda, sino más bien como el COMPARTIR en
apoyo a la misión de la Iglesia. Espero puedan verse
como parte de nuestra Familia Diocesana y apoyen
los programas que sirven a la Diócesis en todas las
parroquias de los 16 municipios civiles de la región.
Por favor, consideren cooperar a nuestra
campaña este año en una actitud de oración y por
deseo propio como un buen mayordomo. Estén
seguros que lo recibiré como un bendecido regalo
y me encargaré de administrarlo también como lo
haría un buen mayordomo, con generosidad para la
Gloria del Dios.
Notas del Editor: Leer más sobre los ministerios
que apoya la Campaña Diocesana Anual en la página
14 de esta publicación. También está una tarjeta en
la página 30 para usar con su regalo. •

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

Letting Go of “Mine” for the Glory of God’s Work

M

aybe the first surprise to new parents is that children are born
wild – not tame. I don’t mean this in a bad sense, but our
first instincts as a child are for survival. We must be taught
and formed to enter into civilized society. There are three attitudes that
come from our wild side, from within us, that must be shaped and
formed by parents. These attitudes are expressed by three common
phrases: “Mine!” “Not fair,” and “My turn.” Each of these attitudes in
their wild state are self-centered, seeing the world
only from the child’s point of view even though
they express some truth about life. Each of these
could be a column in themselves, but today I want
to concentrate on the blatantly self-centered one:
“MINE!” (it seems to need the exclamation point).
The exclamation “MINE!” is of course an
expression of ownership. We learned this very
Bishop Duca
early in life when we received a gift or a new toy
and understand that it is given to me, it is MINE! Ownership is not a
bad thing, in fact in the encyclical Rerum Novarum on social justice,
the Church teaches that ownership of land is a fundamental right for
every person because it helps to ensure a person’s freedom and brings
stability to the family. Ownership also brings order to our society. But
if what is ours – our time, talent and treasure – is only understood
from the childish expression, “MINE!,” then we become selfish,
self-serving and can be tempted to use our wealth, time and talent
to influence and manipulate others for our purposes. We can become
trapped in vanity and greed. We can surround ourselves with so much
that we stop hearing the cry of the poor and become isolated from
those who need our help. We live in the illusion of self-sufficiency and
superficial pursuits.
The great balancer of “MINE!” when we are growing up is the
exhortation of our parents to SHARE. This is not easily understood
by a child who is just learning what MINE! means, but it is the lesson
we need to learn. The deeper and more spiritually mature equivalent
of SHARE for us as disciples of Jesus is the spirituality of stewardship.
A spirituality of stewardship is founded on the understanding that
a steward is not the owner, but the caretaker of something. A good
steward cares for, protects, invests, improves and respects all that is
placed under his care. As men and women of faith in Christ, this
means that we should develop a deep spirituality of stewardship that
is rooted in the core belief that everything we own and are is a GIFT.
We are not meant to be owners of things, rather to see ourselves as
stewards of what is placed under our care.
There is a big difference between saying, “This is MINE!, I earned
this and I will use it as I want,” and saying, “I have earned this,
worked hard for it and I thank God for all that makes this possible
and I will try to be a good steward of the blessings I have received.”
Once we see our lives more as a gift, then gratitude becomes a part of
our daily attitude and the idea of stewardship is a regular part of our

Catholic Charities is supported by the Stewardship Appeal.

daily decisions about time, talent and treasure. Our
decisions on how to use our gifts begin to include the
awareness of the needs of others and we become more
generous and hospitable. We also become more willing
to contribute, even sacrificially, from the God-given
gifts of our time, treasure and talents to help build up
the kingdom of God and give witness to God from
whom all good things come.
Hopefully we have matured beyond the self-centered
attitude of MINE! to the generosity of SHARE, and
finally to the spiritual truth that we are only stewards of
the gifts of our lives.
In the next few weeks you will be reminded that
this is the time of year for our Diocesan Stewardship
Appeal. I know there may be a lot of practical reasons
that brings a person to give or not, but I hope that the
decision is being made as a spiritual decision and not
just a monetary one. I hope you approach our Annual
Diocesan Stewardship Appeal from a spirituality of
stewardship and understand that giving to the Appeal is
not like paying bills or dues, but rather our SHARE in
the support of the mission of the Church. I hope you
will see that you are a part of our Diocesan Family and
will support the programs that serve the diocese in all the
churches in our 16 civil parish region.
Please, prayerfully consider a gift to the Appeal this
year out of a desire to be a good steward. Be assured that
I receive them as a blessed gift and I will handle them as
a good steward of your generosity for the glory of God.
Editor’s Note: Read more about the ministries the Annual
Diocesan Stewardship Appeal supports on page 14 of this
issue. A pledge card is available for your use on page 30. •
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mike’s MEDITATIONS
by Mike Van Vranken

Courageously Ask for God's Opinion

S

omeone recently asked me what he could do differently for Lent. I
suggested he think of a moral issue about which he’s always had a
definite opinion, and to courageously and openmindedly ask for God’s opinion on the same issue. I
gave him the following example. (Remember, this is
only an example; you’ll have to prayerfully come up
with your own issue).
Suppose you have always supported capital
punishment for the worst offenders. For Lent, let’s take
Van Vranken
that issue to God and see what He thinks. First, pray
for the grace of an openness of heart to be able to accept
whatever God reveals to you with no preferred outcome of your own.
Next, begin to review some of the positions of the Church over the last
50 years and look for any suggestions that the death penalty is no longer
a legitimate form of punishment. An example might be that Pope Paul VI
removed the death penalty from the laws of Vatican City in the 1960’s.
You might also read in Pope John Paul II’s 1995 encyclical, The Gospel of
Life, that justice must be in line with human dignity and with God’s plan
for man and society. He further states that because of improvements in the
organization of the penal system any specific cases requiring the “absolute
necessity” for the need for capital punishment are “very rare, if not
practically non-existent (56).” So, we have one pope saying that the need
is practically non-existent, and another pope removing the death penalty
from existing law.
You might check the Catechism of the Catholic Church and read that “If
bloodless means are sufficient to defend human lives against an aggressor
and to protect public order and the safety of person, public authority must
limit itself to such means, because they better correspond to the concrete
condition of the common good and are more in conformity to the dignity
of the human person (2267).” Again, a common priority in all of these
teachings is the dignity of the human person.
Then there is the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World
(27) that continually stresses the reverence for the human person. It states
6 Catholic Connection

that whatever is opposed to life itself, whatever violates
the integrity of the human person, whatever insults
human dignity - these are all infamies. “They poison
society, but they do more harm to those who practice
them than those who suffer from the injury. Moreover,
they are a supreme dishonor to the Creator.” This
Vatican II document was influenced by the hand of
Pope John Paul II, and was approved by 2,307 votes of
the world-wide bishops at Vatican II.
Now you might be reminded that when Thomas
Aquinas was teaching on the death penalty, he
dismissed the idea that it robbed a person of their
possibility of repentance. But, Pope Francis reminds
us that the tradition of the Church cannot be kept in
mothballs like an old blanket. In speaking of capital
punishment, Francis also says it is like a torture
inflicted on someone – not only death itself, but the
long period, sometimes years, of waiting for their own
execution can be an excruciating agony.
There are other resources you can find, but it’s now
time to take this to God on a daily basis during Lent;
sit with Him and allow Him to penetrate your heart.
Pay attention to how you feel about the issue. Talk to
Him with frank openness and love. Tell Him what
you’ve learned and ask for His opinion. Then just
sit quietly. Notice if He is bringing any teaching in
particular to your consciousness. If so, sit with it and
struggle with it if necessary. Ask Him what He wants
you to learn from this prayer session.
Now remember, this issue of the death penalty was
just an example. Find your own concern that you
would like to lay before God and beg Him to update
your opinions and beliefs. Each day during your
Lenten journey, keep going back to God with this
and try to spend 15 to 20 minutes a day on it. If you
don’t have that kind of time, it’s fine. Just do what you
can. Continually allow your conversations with Him,
your reading and study of sacred scripture, and your
research of Church teaching to help you form your
own conscience. When you get to Easter, you may find
that your former thoughts have been crucified and are
now resurrected in a new and better understanding of
God’s thoughts on the subject. •
Mike is a spiritual director, author, speaker
and teacher. You can contact him at
mikevanvranken@comcast.net

in REVIEW
reviewed by Kim Long

One Beautiful Dream by Jennifer Fulwiler

I

confess I had never heard of Jennifer
Fulwiler; family chaos, however, is
somewhat familiar territory. I read a
little bit about her and to be honest was,
at my age, prepared to not only dislike
her, but to actually disdain her as well.
She seemed too good to be true. Plus
I wondered if I had “aged out” of her
target audience. In a word, NO.
I read the first chapter and she had
me. She was me. I had been her. In.
So. Many. Ways. By page 25 she
describes God coming into the lives of
her and her husband. By her account
she was a lifelong atheist and he a nonpracticing Christian. Her descriptions
are priceless and honest and endearing.
For example, “God burst into our lives
with all the subtlety of a neutron bomb.”
I hadn’t heard it put quite that way
before, but I have felt that sensation at
times in my life.
In the ensuing short, meaty and
heartfelt chapters (not heartfelt like a
greeting card, read here: honest, gritty,
funny and poignant), Fulwiler maps
the journey from active non-belief and
practice to immersion into the Catholic
lifestyle.
In one chapter she tells of needing
a vehicle that can accommodate their
entire family with three car seats. Her
husband, Joe, found a decent used mini
van on Craigslist and they were $1,000
short. The money came to them, but the
most interesting part was how – I won’t
spoil it for you, but I will tell you these
two recognize a blessing at 20 paces.
There are always chapters I read
multiple times in almost every book I
have ever read. In Fulwiler’s book, it is
chapter 10, in which she describes in
graceful and honest prose the knowledge
of a fourth pregnancy, making a literal
hard right turn on the way home from
the doctor’s office and into the parking
lot of her parish church for a noon Mass

where she entered as a bartering daughter
and exited into a grace-filled moment.
This book reads like a timeline, a
roadmap, and a chat with the one friend
who manages to get away with “telling
it like it is,” because that friend speaks
from experience. There is no judgment,
just mutual lamentation and hope.
As a lifelong believer, some of her
angst is not my own. I have always
believed in God, but not always in
myself. Her chronicle, even though
written from a different place in our
timelines – she still having children, me
still searching for crumbs in my now
empty nest – resonated with me. She
is cool, messy, brutally honest in her
self-assessment, faithful and incredibly
interesting. I have subscribed to her blog
and plan to read her memoir, Something
Other Than God.
Intially I thought I was not the “right
person” for this review. I am glad this
book came to me and, with all books, I
am a firm believer that books arrive at
the precise moment God intends. My
daughter-in-law is expecting her first
baby in 10 weeks. This book will be a
birthday gift for her. I think she will
appreciate the author’s viewpoint and
it will ease some of her anxiety about
impending motherhood.
If you are like me, past the
childbearing years, this is still a
wonderful read. If you are like my
daughter-in-law, just setting foot on the
parenthood trail, it applies. If you are
like my friends Amy and Jessica who are
mothers of many, take this book with
you in the carpool line or the bathroom
and make time to soak in the message
Jennifer has for each of us!
Jennifer Fulwiler is host of her own
show on Sirius radio called The Jennifer
Fulwiler Show on Channel 129. This
book is published by Zondervan and is
available for pre-order. Don’t wait! •

“God burst into our lives
with all the subtlety of a
neutron bomb."
– Jennifer Fulwiler in
One Beautiful Dream

One Beautiful Dream is available to
purchase from Zondervan and
Amazon.com. It is available
to borrow from the Slattery Library
inside the Catholic Center in Shreveport.
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faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Carrying Our Graced Moments Forward

J

ohn Shea, writer, teacher and
theological reflector, has a wonderful
opening line:
“first something
happens.”
Something is always
happening. In 1974 a
family moved in next
door to us. The street
Long
we lived on had been
a quiet one until then. But then a family
of seven moved into our 2.5 children,
woodgrain station wagoned world. They
were wonderful, completely unorthodox,
and extremely loving toward one another.
A woman with her six children
and all their big love turned our quiet
neighborhood on its ear.
A thick hedge separated our two
houses and I loved to hide in the big
camellia bush and watch their comings
and goings. Over time we all became
friends and their home became the hub.
Problems seemed small there, music
sounded sweeter and the food tasted
better there. Over the years I have
wondered why this was – the family
had little money and ate simple food.
The ingredient must have been the love
they had for one another, the love of a
mother of many who stretched to make
ends meet. This unassuming grasp of her
own reality is what I loved the most. She
did not seem to operate under the kind
of panic that creates anxiety, simply she
knew who she was and what she had to
work with and labored under no illusions.
And somehow everything worked out.
I recall the family’s faith, not only
in God, but in one another, and that,
perhaps, as much as the aforementioned
love, was the glue which helped hold
things together. It is a lesson I have tried
to carry forward in my own life.
A few weeks ago I went to see this
matriarch. She has dealt with some
health issues, with some reversal in her
“situation” but still, she was in many ways
8 Catholic Connection

Pancakes ala Juanita
Ingredients:
• 3 eggs
• 1 cup milk (or buttermilk)
• 2 cups self-rising flour
• ⅓ cup safflower oil (any oil except
olive, really)
Directions:
1) Crack the eggs and whisk until
combined.
2) Add ⅓ cup oil and continue
whisking.
3) Once combined add 1 cup milk (or
buttermilk).
4) Measure flour into a separate bowl
and make a well in the middle. Pour
liquid into well and incorporate. If you
need to add more milk, do so until the
consistency is where you want it.

the brave, fearless and faithfully loving
mother I met in 1974 who welcomed me
each time with the words, “Hello baby,
come on in.” It was a blessing to see her
face and laugh as we recalled old stories.
Leaving her was not easy and I hope to
see her again soon.
As we approach Lent, this family is on
my mind. Perhaps it is the proximity of
seeing this matriarch who taught me so
much about the kind of mother I wanted
to be, perhaps it is the relief of seeing
and laughing together after many years
as though only a moment had passed,
perhaps it is the realization that I am close
to the age she was when she enveloped
me in her arms, her heart and her family.
Lent is about many things, one of
which is facing ourselves when we have
come up short, but also being thankful
for when we have done well and praying
to carry those graced moments forward;
a time to truly reflect in the safety of
God’s embrace and to have no anxiety
as we strain to make adjustments, much
like the arms of the woman who became

5) Drop by spoonfuls onto griddle or
black iron skillet sprayed with cooking
spray. Wait until edges are drying and
bubbles are formed and turn ONLY
ONCE!
6) Enjoy with butter and syrup or
homemade fig preserves (one of Juanita’s
favorites).

a second mother to me.
I confess I have not always known
who I was or where I belonged. I grew
up in a tumultuous atmosphere and
it showed. Now at 57, I finally have a
sense of who I am and where I belong.
The road I traveled to learn this was not
without price. I have thought of Juanita
often and wondered at times what she
would have done, but deep in my heart
I already knew: she would have had faith
in life and she would have loved deeply. I
am reminded of two passages, one from
tradition and one from scripture.
St. Catherine once said, “Be who God
meant you to be and you will set the
world on fire.” And from Paul, “Now
these three remain, faith, hope and love...
and the greatest of these is love.”
May your Lent find you safe in the
arms of our loving God and unafraid to
reflect on the sum of our lives. •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Minimalism Makes Way for Lent

I

t was five years ago when we were
expecting our third child. I looked
nervously around our 1200 square-foot
home, wondering how we would make
our small space fit our
growing family. I found
the minimalism trend
online and it lit a spark.
The idea of living simply
seemed to equate with
living joyfully. I jumped
Sciba
on the minimalism
bandwagon, passionately purging the
house, and what I found underneath the
excess was a not just a home made new,
but a transformed heart as well. I soon
learned that simple living meant imitating
Christ in prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Our living room took forever to pick
up, but after taking a hard look at what
we needed and didn’t, cleaning was
cut to just a few minutes. One of my
biggest excuses for neglecting prayer was
a lack of time. Without so much stuff
around to clean or maintain, I had more
opportunity to pray; but clearing clutter
didn’t instantly make way for prayer. I
saw that I had extra time, but lacked the
discipline to make myself sit in God’s
presence. What minimalism did for my
prayer life was allow me to know myself
better; it unveiled where I truly was and
so I was able to take that to Jesus.
Fasting and abstinence also came to
light in simplifying. I took the lens of
“do I really need this?” and examined my
personal food intake and entertainment
sources with it. Catholic priest and
speaker, Fr. Michael Denk, wrote, “True
fasting always involves limiting food
so as to hunger…if we can begin to
discipline this, it will impact the other
areas of our lives.” Genuine fasting can
help us become masters of hunger instead
of subject to it. Abstaining from and
minimizing TV, technology or other
sources of entertainment can reveal
how we spend our time and whether it

Verses

for Lent

Living simply materially means
living in abundance spiritually.
This Lent, make a holy effort
of minimizing possessions to
make way for Christ to move
through you and with you. Pray
the following verses:

encourages closeness with Christ and
others.
Giving alms felt less like an obligation
and more like a blessing. Detaching
from material possessions made stuff
less important and people a priority.
Simplifying our lives made way for giving
freely and frequently. My eyes were
opened to the beauty and value of others.
Giving alms in light of minimalism
underscores the fact that “you can’t take
it with you” and that ultimately, we’re all
called to Heaven.
“That’s fantastic,” you might think,
“but I can’t go bare-bones on living.”
The good news is you don’t have to. The
most fruitful approach to minimalism is
coupling it with prayerful discernment.
What we can do is ask the Lord what He
wants us to do or be. From that answer,
we measure our families’ genuine needs
and can more clearly see what among our
possessions should stay, and what could
serve someone else.
Like any trend, minimalism may
disappear from society; but if we regard
simplicity as a holy effort, one that can
bring a more fruitful Lent, then it goes
beyond trends and has lasting impact. Our
family has more space, more time to spend
in it, and more to give; but by far the most
valuable prize of living simply is Jesus. •

And he said to them, “Take
care, be on your guard
against all covetousness, for
one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of his
possessions.” — Luke 12:15
Sell your possessions, and
give to the needy. Provide
yourselves with moneybags
that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that
does not fail, where no thief
approaches and no moth
destroys. For where your
treasure is, there will your
heart be also. — Luke 12:33-34
…we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take
anything out of the world.
—1 Timothy 6:7
Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and
perfect. — Romans 12:2

Katie Sciba is married to Andrew and
together they have five children. She is
the author of thecatholicwife.net.
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from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

The Hymn of the Gloria and the Prayer of the Collect

D

ear brothers and sisters, good
morning! During our catechesis
on the Eucharistic
celebration, we have seen
that the Penitential Act
helps us to divest ourselves
of our presumptions and to
present ourselves to God as
we really are, conscious of
being sinners, in the hope
Pope Francis
of being forgiven.
It is precisely from the encounter between
human misery and divine mercy that there
comes the gratitude expressed in “Gloria,” “a
very ancient and venerable hymn in which
the Church, gathered together in the Holy
Spirit, glorifies and entreats God the Father
and the Lamb” (General Instruction of the
Roman Missal, 53).
The beginning of this hymn resumes the
song of the Angels at the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, a joyous announcement of the
embrace between heaven and earth. This
song also engages us, gathered in prayer:
“Glory to God in the highest. And on earth
peace to people of good will.”
After the “Gloria,” or, when it is not
included, immediately after the Penitential
Act, prayer takes a particular form in the
oration called the “Collect,” by means
of which the proper character of the
celebration is expressed, variable according
to the days and times of the year. With the
invitation to “pray,” the priest exhorts the
people to gather with him in a moment of
silence, in order to become aware of being in
the presence of God and to bring out, each
in his own heart, the personal intentions
with which he participates in Mass. The
priest says, “Let us pray,” and each person
thinks of what they need, what they wish to
ask for, in the prayer.
Silence is not reduced to the absence
of words, but rather it is the willingness
to listen to other voices: that of our heart
and, above all, the voice of the Holy Spirit.
In the liturgy, the nature of the sacred
silence depends on the moment in which
10 Catholic Connection

it takes place: “Within the Act of Penitence
and again after the invitation to pray, all
recollect themselves; but at the conclusion
of a reading or the homily, all meditate
briefly on what they have heard; then after
Communion, they praise and pray to God
in their hearts.” So, before the initial prayer,
silence helps us to gather ourselves and to
think of why we are here. Here, then, there
is the importance of listening to our heart to
then open it to the Lord. Perhaps we come
from days of weariness, of joy, of pain, and
we want to say so to the Lord, to invoke
His help, to ask Him to be close to us; we
have relatives or friends who are ill or who
are going through difficult times; we wish
to entrust to God the fate of the Church
and the world. And this is why we need
this brief silence before the priest, gathering
the intentions of each person, expresses in
a loud voice to God, on behalf of all, the
common prayer that concludes the rites of
introduction, making the “collection” of
individual intentions. I strongly recommend
that priests observe this moment of silence
and not to be hasty: “Let us pray,” and
then silence. I recommend this to priests.
Without this silence, we risk neglecting the
recollection of the soul.
The priest recites this entreaty, this prayer
of the Collect, with his arms outstretched, in
the attitude of the person praying, adopted
by Christians since the early centuries – as
the frescoes of the Roman catacombs testify
– to imitate Christ with open arms on the
wood of the cross. And there, Christ is the
Orante and it is prayer together! In the
Crucifix we recognize the priest who offers
to God the worship he pleases, that is filial
obedience.
In the Roman Rite the prayers are
concise but full of meaning: many beautiful
meditations can be made on these prayers.
So beautiful! Going back to meditating on
the texts, even outside of Mass, can help us
learn how to turn to God, what to ask, what
words to use. May the liturgy become for all
of us a true school of prayer. •

In theWords

of

Pope Francis

“The Beatitudes are not the fruit of
passivity in the face of reality, nor
of a mere onlooker gathering grim
statistics about current events. They
are not the product of those prophets
of doom who seek only to spread
dismay. Nor are they born of those
mirages that promise happiness with
a single “click,” in the blink of an eye.
Rather, the Beatitudes are born of the
compassionate heart of Jesus, which
encounters the hearts, compassionate
and in need of compassion, of men
and women seeking and yearning for
a life of happiness.”
(Holy Mass in Parque O'Higgins in
Santiago, 1/16/18)
“The Gospel goes on to say that Mary
kept all these things, pondering them
in her heart. What were these things?
They were joys and sorrows. On the
one hand, the birth of Jesus, the love
of Joseph, the visit of the shepherds,
that radiant night. But on the other,
an uncertain future, homelessness
“because there was no place for them
in the inn” (Lk 2:7), the desolation
of rejection, the disappointment
of having to give birth to Jesus in a
stable. Hopes and worries, light and
darkness: all these things dwelt in
the heart of Mary. What did she do?
She pondered them, that is to say
she dwelt on them, with God, in her
heart. She held nothing back; she
locked nothing within out of selfpity or resentment. Instead, she gave
everything over to God. ”
(Holy Mass on the Solemnity of
Mary Most High & 51st World Day of
Peace, 1/1/18)

second COLLECTIONS

by Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General

Second Collections for February
hope to receive donations and visits from
more schools and PSR students this year!
This year’s Rice Bowl Program is titled,
“Encounter Lent.” Joyfully present your
CRS Rice Bowl to your parish priest at the
offertory on Easter Sunday. Check out the
downloadable CRS Rice Bowl Apps on the
bottom of the Rice Bowl, or at crsricebowl.
org.

COLLECTION FOR THE BLACK &
INDIAN MISSIONS

Photo by Michael Stulman/Catholic Relief Services

COLLECTION FOR AID TO THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND
EASTERN EUROPE
Collection Date: Ash Wednesday, February 14th
he Collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe supports the Church in 25 countries
that are still struggling to recover from the aftermath
of communist rule. Funds from this collection support
pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations and seminary
formation. Your support restores the Church and rebuilds
Price
the future in this region. Restore the Church, Build the
Future. Please be generous in your sacrificial gift to the Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe.

T

OPERATION RICE BOWL PROGRAM
Participation Dates: February 14th (Ash Wednesday) to
April 1st (Easter Sunday)
peration Rice Bowl is a project of Catholic Relief Services (CRS).
This is not the CRS Collection which will be taken up on the 4th
Sunday of Lent. This is a Lenten devotion of intentionally pausing
each day to unite with the Lord Jesus and the least of His brothers and
sisters. Catholic Relief Services is our uniquely Catholic disaster relief agency
responding to local, national and international calamities. The Rice Bowl
Program (not collection) extends from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. It
offers opportunities for your family to engage daily in the spiritual pillars of
Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Last spring, 2017, the Parish School of Religion students at St. Joseph
Parish, Shreveport, donated $775.11 for the CRS RICE BOWL. I was very
proud to welcome to the Catholic Center Cynthia Pettiette, Director of
Religious Education, Bonnie Vanni and Suji Sujith, PSR teachers there, and
most wondrously, Joshua and Theresa Sujith who presented the sacrificial
donation of their St. Joseph peers as a gift to the Lord and His Church. I

O
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Collection Dates: February 17th & 18th
he Black and Indian Missions
Collection embodies the Church’s
concern for evangelizing the black
and Indian people of the United States. The
funds are distributed as grants to dioceses
throughout the United States, supporting
and strengthening evangelization programs
which otherwise would cease. Your heartfelt
participation in the Black and Indian
Missions Collection allows the Commission
to give helpful grants to dioceses across the
country to operate schools, parishes and other
missionary services that build the Body of
Christ in Native American, Alaska Native and
Black Catholic communities.
The Black and Indian Missions Collection
assists in acquiring good teachers in schools
that would otherwise struggle to stay open,
assists dioceses in forming lay ministers and
catechists who spread the Gospel in their
own communities, and who encourage young
African Americans and Native Americans to
give their lives to the Lord as priests, brothers
or sisters. In Alaska and the arctic regions,
your donation assists priests, deacons and
catechists who must fly and/or dogsled into
remote communities that are otherwise cut
off from the world. Give generously and
make it possible for the light of Jesus Christ
to shine in Alaska, the arctic and across the
plains and cities of North America. •

T

Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General, is the Director
of Second Collections.

vocations VIEW
by Raney Johnson, Diocese of Shreveport Seminarian

Discerning a Vocation in College

S

ome young men discover their calling to the priesthood
in high school and decide to enter the seminary right
after graduating from high school. However, others
choose to spend a few years in college first, or finish all four
years of college before entering the seminary. Along with those
who wait to enter the seminary after going to college, some
young men learn about their calling to the priesthood while in
college.
In my own discernment of the priesthood, I found myself
deciding to go to college first instead of joining the seminary
right out of high school. I want to offer tips for those
discerning a vocation to the priesthood while attending college
from my own experience.
The first tip is to stay faithful to attending Mass on
Sundays. In the busy schedule of college life, Mass can easily
fall by the wayside. There is always the temptation to put
the social or academic life of college before the spiritual life,
however, the spiritual life, especially the Mass, should always
be the bedrock of a young Catholic’s college experience. With
mom and dad no longer watching all the time, attending
Mass during college becomes an intentional decision. It might
help to find a friend or a group of friends to attend Mass
with each week. Going to Mass every Sunday is central to the
discernment of any vocation, especially the priesthood.
My second tip is to get involved with the different
ministries of the Mass. Seminarians have to both lector
during the Mass and serve at the altar at some point in their
seminary formation. A great way to prepare and become
comfortable with this part of seminary formation is to become
a lector and/or an altar server during college. I did both
during my time at Louisiana Tech, and my love of reading
God’s word and serving at the altar helped me to discern

that God was calling me to the priesthood. Some other ways
to become involved are: becoming a choir member, usher or
extraordinary minister of Holy Communion. These ministries
will help a young man discerning the priesthood become
comfortable with serving at the Mass.
My third tip is to become actively involved with the
Catholic student organization on campus. Most universities
have a Catholic student organization and also a campus
minister. Any young man discerning a vocation during
college should become familiar with both the Catholic
student organization and the campus minister. The student
organization will provide a great community of fellow Catholic
students and offer a great environment to cultivate a vocation
to the priesthood during college. Similarly, the campus
minister, who might be a priest, a religious or a lay person,
can be an excellent help in the discernment of the priesthood.
At Louisiana Tech, the student organization is the Association
of Catholic Tech Students (ACTS) and the campus minister
is Brother Mike Ward. Both helped me in my discernment
process in different ways.
This leads me to my fourth tip, find a spiritual director.
This could be the priest who serves the university, another
priest in the diocese, or another qualified individual. Brother
Mike Ward was my spiritual director when I attended
Louisiana Tech, and his guidance allowed me to see clearly that
God was calling me to go to seminary after college.
As a side note, even if the priest assigned to the university
is not the campus minister or the chosen spiritual director,
it is still beneficial to develop a relationship with this priest.
The priest at Louisiana Tech, Fr. Frank Folino, offered me
a great role model of the priestly life and helped me in my
discernment to the priesthood as well.
My fifth tip is to grow in the spiritual life during college.
For example, it might help to pray the rosary more than once
a week, attend at least one daily Mass every week, receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently, and visit Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament during adoration.
My final tip is to find a vocation director to talk to. He will
be able to help determine your next step. That next step might
be transfering from college to seminary, or it might be finishing
college and then joining seminary. Whatever the choice, always
let God be at the center of your discernment process and
follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. •
If you would like more information about the priesthood,
contact Fr. Jerry Daigle, jdaigle@dioshpt.org, or call
318.868.4441.
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2018 Annual Diocesan

Stewardship

Appeal

One
Church

One

Family

by John Mark Willcox, Director of Stewardship

Bishop Duca Reflects on Our Diocesan Stewardship Appeal

I

ncredibly this May, Bishop Michael G. Duca will mark
his first decade as the second Ordinary of the Diocese of
Shreveport. During his 10 years as our spiritual leader,
Bishop Duca has also led our Annual Diocesan Stewardship
Appeal to great success and stability. Commenting on our
Appeal, Bishop Duca reflected, “I know that most of our
people experience the Church through involvement at the
parish community level, but I have always seen our diocese as
one family, spread out over 11,000 square miles within 16 civil
parishes, 40 places of worship that are intersected with three
great rivers. Ten years ago I did not know what it would be like
to be a bishop, but I now know that being sent to the Diocese
of Shreveport has been the greatest blessing of my life and the
heart of that blessing has been the support of our faithful who
are strong in faith, supportive of me and our priests and the
generous spirit of giving that continues to provide so much to
our faith community.”
Looking at the many programs and ministries provided
through Appeal support, Bishop Duca begins with Appeal
sponsorship of our seminarians (1). “We have a solid group
of six seminarians currently studying for the priesthood and our
Appeal continues to help them achieve their goal of ordination.
This is expensive work to educate and form men into good
priests, but most of us would admit that a good, holy priest,
well-formed who will serve our diocese for 20, 30 or even 40
or 50 years is a priceless gift. Appeal dollars prepared Fr. Jerry
Daigle for ordination and he now serves as Chaplain at St.

Frederick High School in Monroe and is our new Vocations
Director.”
Appeal dollars also remain a mainstay of support for our
retired and infirm priests (2) who are so deserving of our
care. “This is another expensive area of ministry and outreach,”
offered Bishop Duca. “I feel confident that our people feel as I
do, that this is a necessary responsibility of the Catholics of our
region. We will see the need in this area continue to grow. I can
tell you as your bishop that our retired priests remain more than
thankful for the many years of Appeal support that they have
received.”
One critical need of any bishop is to have a strong, effective
avenue of communication to the Catholics of his diocese. The
Catholic Connection (3) fills that role within our combined
faith community. Bishop Duca has always taken a prime
interest in his monthly diocesan news magazine, “I’m proud
of the insightful and timely information that The Catholic
Connection provides to our diocese, which has always been
fully funded by our Annual Appeal. This allows me the luxury
as your bishop, to provide it free of charge to every known
Catholic household on a monthly basis.”
Hispanic Catholics remain one of the most vibrant, active
and growing communities within our diocese. For more than
two decades, our Appeal has helped fund an Office of Hispanic
Ministry (4) to serve this unique and special segment or our
worship family. Bishop Duca is thrilled that this also resulted
in a new member of our Presbyterate. “I am so pleased that
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our Hispanic Ministry
Office, under the direction
of Rosalba Quiroz, was
able to make contact with
a seminarian in Mexico
who needed a diocese.
She took our Vocations
Director to meet him and
Appeal dollars finished
his formation here in the
United States. That priest is
Fr. Fidel Mondragón who
now serves at St. Joseph
Parish in Shreveport and
the Latino community of
St. Mary of the Pines.”
Appeal dollars support two agencies committed to assist the
poor as both the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Catholic
Charities of North Louisiana (5) provide care through home
visitation, assistance with the basic necessities of life and even
programs designed to improve financial planning. Bishop
Duca remains pleased in the growth of both entities, “Catholic
Charities is also establishing connections with other agencies
serving the needs of the poor to share resources and to build
relationships that will serve us well in times of a large disaster.
I am also encouraged that the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
is sponsoring a continued outreach funded by FEMA to assist
victims of the disastrous flooding that plagued Monroe and
Shreveport in the past several years. Combined efforts like these
allow the Church to have an even greater charitable outreach
throughout our diocese.”
Appeal support is provided to Pro-Life Ministries (6) and
family life outreach, as we seek to answer the Holy Father’s
call to strengthen the Catholic family. This is also accomplished
through Appeal support of a Catechesis Office (7) to guide and
support Parish School of Religion programs to accomplish what
Bishop Duca describes as “instilling the beauty of our Catholic
faith with our young people.” This is the same ministry goal for
our Catholic Schools (8) as they seek to offer quality formation
and education to our young people. Your Appeal provides
funding for our Catholic Schools Office and tuition assistance
for needy families. Bishop Duca sees a bright future for our four
elementary schools and two Catholic high schools in the diocese,

5

6

“One of my goals as your
bishop is to see more of our
Catholic families choosing
to use our excellent school
system, and strong support
of our Appeal makes that
I am praying to see
possible.”
our number of
Directly addressing
our diocesan family,
Appeal donors
increase so that we Bishop Duca offered these
“The ministries
as Church can thoughts:
and programs that I ask our
increase what
people to support represent
we are able to
part of the work of our larger
family as a diocese and are
do for others.
important to fulfilling all
the responsibilities that are part of the ministry of the Church
from Lake Providence in the East, to Monroe in our center to
Shreveport and the South all the way to Zwolle and Many. These
ministries may not be visible to you, but many of them directly
support parish life.”
Looking at the past success of our Annual Diocesan
Stewardship Appeal, our bishop sees even more room for
improvement. “I ask our readers to share the wonderful
benefits of our Appeal with others within your own worship
community,” noted Bishop Duca. “I do this because only
about 28 percent of our known Catholic families contribute
to this worthy cause. As we work in union with one another in
stewardship, I am praying to see our number of Appeal donors
increase so that we as Church, can increase what we are able to
do for others. I am asking that everyone give something to our
Appeal this year. We almost reach our goal of 1.5 million dollars
every year with donations from only about 3,000 of our faithful
Catholics. If everyone would offer support to our Church family,
we would easily make and even surpass our overall pledge goal.”
Spatial considerations don’t allow for Bishop Duca to cover
every Appeal program and ministry, but he concluded by
adding, “I can assure you as your bishop that our Annual
Diocesan Stewardship Campaign is the lifeblood of what we as
Church are able to offer to our faithful and the community at
large. These ministries and programs are available through no
other source, so I thank you for your financial support of our
Appeal.” •
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Diocese of Shreveport

Annual Financial Report
2017
2016 - 2017 Total Operating Revenues
Total Operating Revenues are the income
sources that fund all chancery operations.
These revenues come from:
• Parish Assessments (46%)
• The Diocesan Stewardship Appeal (which
funds mission-based programs only - such
as Communications, the Office of Worship
and Youth & Young Adult Ministry)
• Investment Income
• Special Collections (which include Infirm
Priests, Hispanic Ministry and Vocations)
• Donations & Grants
• Other Income (This year the number is
larger due to a legal settlement).

2016 - 2017 Total Operating Expenses
Total Operating Expenses are
the funds spent by the diocese.
These expenses are:
• Catholic Center Operations
• Clergy Welfare
• Social Outreach Inside the
Diocese (includes campus
ministry, Catholic Charities,
St. Vincent de Paul).
• Social Outreach Outside the
Diocese (United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Louisiana
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
the Holy See, VOA)
• Appeal Costs
• Capital Purchases
16 Catholic Connection

Allocation of Operating Revenue Sources in the Diocese of Shreveport
Fiscal Year 2016 - 2017
These graphs show
how each revenue
source is dispersed. For
descriptions, see the page
to the left.

%

This graph details how revenue is
dispersed at the Catholic Center.
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local NEWS

Pro-Life Events Evolving in 2018

An Interview with Bishop Michael G. Duca

by Jessica Rinaudo

A

s the Diocese of Shreveport continues to support and
champion pro-life efforts in 2018, Bishop Duca is
planning to keep awareness of the issue at the forefront
but now plans to host two events: one in support of our local
pro-life ministry and one to witness to the broader issues that
challenge the dignity of the human person in the world today.
Our first event this spring will be a reception in support of
Mary’s House – the Diocese of Shreveport’s pregnancy center,
which will be held on March 20th at the Bossier Civic Center.
Another parish-centered pro-life event will be held in October to
highlight all the life ministries in the diocese.
I sat down with Bishop Duca to talk about the changes in
pro-life events.
Q: The Annual Bishop’s Pro-Life Banquet has been a huge
success in the community. Why are things changing this year?
At last year’s Pro-Life Banquet, I mentioned that I would
likely begin to change the focus of our yearly gathering event in
order to not only witness to our efforts to protect human life,
our stance against abortion and our desire to make it illegal,
but also I wanted to affirm the many other life ministries in
the diocese that support the dignity of the human person. To
accomplish this I decided we needed two events: the first will be
the Mary’s House reception this March.
Q: What will this spring reception that will support Mary’s
House be like?
It’s going to be held at the Bossier Civic Center. It will be a
reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres – a ticketed event. We have
a powerhouse speaker, Abby Johnson, who is the former clinic
director of Planned Parenthood and who now famously speaks
out against abortion. She will be there to inspire and update us
on the issues surrounding life – particularly issues of the status of
abortion and the status of the Church’s ministry to the unborn.
Q: What would you say to others who attended the
pro-life banquet in the past but are unsure about this new
Reception?
I support this event and I will be present because our
spring pro-life dinner has always been a source of support
for our pro-life ministries, and in particular, for the past
few years, for Mary’s House. This event is something that I
support and I hope you will too. Mary’s House is presently
our premier ministry to the unborn and to pregnant mothers
considering abortion in the diocese. Mary’s House has always
been a beneficiary of our banquet, but now we’re going to
highlight the importance of their ministry in a more focused
way. Mary’s House needs our support for their ongoing
ministry to pregnant women and the unborn. They are

expanding their ministries as well. In addition to their work
with counseling pregnant women and encouraging them to
have their babies, they now have a program called Embrace
Grace which provides pregnant mothers with community
support from our churches, with baby showers and ongoing
support after the baby is born. And as they expand, of course,
they need more support to keep that ministry going.
Q: So if there is a reception with food in the spring, what
can we expect in the fall?
We’ll have another event that will be a celebration of the
dignity of human person. It will likely be held in a parish
setting with prayer, a speaker and possibly include a youth
component, as well. This event in the fall will allow us to
explore and witness all our diocesan ministries that work to
protect the dignity of the human person from the womb to
death. This will be a free event. We will highlight our family
life ministries as well. These two events are still components of
the original, but they are being separated so that we can focus
on two aspects of the need in our diocese for pro-life ministry
and assist in realizing our desire to be a witness to all aspects of
the pro-life ministry of the Church. •

Save the Date
Bishop Michael Duca

invites you to the First Annual

Mary’s House

Pro-Life Reception
featuring Keynote Speaker

Abby Johnson

former clinic director of Planned Parenthood

March 20, 2018
Bossier Civic Center
For Tickets: www.MarysHouseofLAFoundation.org • 318-220-8009
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Faith Partners for Progress: Catholics Charities of
North Louisiana and Society of St. Vincent de Paul
by Bonnie Martinez

A grant to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will fund a collaborative faith partnership with Catholic Charities of North Louisiana
to help low-income individuals manage their funds and avoid financial pitfalls with help from CCNLA's Money School.

T

he Western District Society of St. Vincent de Paul has
been awarded a $5,000 systemic change grant by the
National Council of the United States Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, Inc. The grant entitled Faith Partners for
Progress, is a collaborative venture with Catholic Charities of
North Louisiana.
St. Vincent de Paul has been referring individuals to
Catholic Charities of North Louisiana’s (CCNLA) Financial
Education Program, Money School, for many years because of
the numerous benefits afforded to those in financial crisis. The
Money School offers low-income individuals an opportunity to
learn how to better manage their income. The three-hour class
teaches participants how to create an individual budget, open
and maintain a bank account, begin a savings account, decrease
unnecessary spending and how to avoid predatory lenders.
Participants are then scheduled to attend a one-on-one
session with one of the Money School case managers to receive
individualized coaching based on the financial documentation
provided by the individual requesting financial assistance.
The individual is guided to self-determination of their
financial status and is then assisted in preparing a personalized
Goal Document that identifies the necessary action for the
individual to improve their financial status and quality of life.
However, the missing component has been follow-up and
mentoring for the individual having completed this process.
Catholic Charities recognizes that the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul conducts personal home visits with those they serve.
So, the leadership of both local organizations, including
guidance provided by St. Vincent de Paul’s National Director
of Poverty Programs, began the discussion and planning for
this joint venture.
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A pilot program began in late 2016 that included one
Western District St. Vincent de Paul Conference – Mary,
Queen of Peace – and Catholic Charities’ Money School.
The pilot program’s main objective was to define a long-term
strategy that includes an 18-month follow-up mentoring
by Vincentians for identified friends in need. Two paths
of collaboration between St. Vincent de Paul and Catholic
Charities were identified and approved for serving friends/
families in need: (1) First-time friend/family in need requesting
financial assistance in excess of the amount either non-profit
can spend on one person/family and (2) Repeat financial
assistance requests from a friend/family in need.
CCNLA and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul jointly
participated in mentor training in November 2017. The steps
of the collaborative venture were outlined and the process for
sharing documentation between the two organizations was
defined. Vincentians conducting home visits will identify
individuals as candidates for the Faith Partners for Progress
process and refer them to Catholic Charities’ Money School.
Upon successful completion of the Money School process,
Vincentians will follow-up with the friend/family in need in a
mentoring role to provide on-going support and guidance.
The grant proceeds of $5,000 will be used to affect the lives
of approximately 25 people. Faith Partners for Progress is a
project designed to “move people permanently out of poverty
by empowering them to make life changes and improve their
lives.”
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul and CCNLA continually
strive to be good stewards of your generous donations and
sincerely appreciate your support of our ministries to serve the
poor, both financially and resourcefully. •

hispanic NEWS

Una
Iglesia

Una

por Rosalba Quiroz

Familia

Ayudar a la Iglesia

C

ada año durante el mes de febrero, la diócesis lanza una campaña
para recaudar fondos para desarrollar y continuar ofreciendo servicios
pastorales durante el año. Nuestro Obispo Michael G. Duca nos pide que
seamos generosos, participando todos en este proyecto, sin importar la cantidad
que damos, pues lo importante es que reconozcamos que nuestra cooperación es
de gran ayuda para los ministerios diocesanos que la diócesis puede ofrecer a las
parroquias y a la comunidad pero sobretodo que lo hagamos con un espíritu de
sacrificio.
¿Por qué es tan difícil tener espíritu de sacrificio? Con frecuencia, medimos
el esfuerzo que hacemos pensando que es demasiado. El sacrificio es parte del
Evangelio de Jesucristo, recordándonos del sacrificio que Él hizo por nosotros en
la tierra. Esforzarse por ejemplo, por una dieta; un trabajo, e inclusive para ahorrar
dinero es bueno. Sin embargo no deben movernos sólo intereses temporales sino
también lo que nos ayude a crear un carácter de compromiso, perseverancia,
optimismo, superación – y más que nada un servicio que dará frutos eternos.
En ocasiones nos dejamos llevar por el egoísmo expresando lo “mucho” que
hacemos por los demás - incluso reclamando y acentuando lo poco que se aprecia
nuestro sacrificio. Esto demuestra una falta de fortaleza interior e impide luchar
contra actitudes dañinas y pecaminosas que pueden llegar a ser fuertes pecados
capitales como la avaricia y otros.
Podemos al contrario, realizar sacrificios comunes como ir al trabajo con una
actitud positiva, ofrecer un ayuno y oración sin hacer alarde de nuestras buenas
obras. Podemos también brindar la ayuda que nuestro prójimo necesita, siendo
voluntarios en alguna organización de ayuda y, ver como nuestros dones se pueden
utilizar en nuestra comunidad parroquial. Seamos pues luz y sal de la tierra con
un espíritu de amor y sacrificio como lo hizo Jesucristo…“dando su vida para que
tuviéramos vida eterna”. Jn. 3:16.

~

Campana de ʹ

Cooperacion

Anual Diocesana 2018

El espíritu de sacrificio no se logra solo con
buenas intenciones, sino que se desarrolla con
pequeños esfuerzos. Tampoco se requiere de
recibir elogios más bien de sentir paz interna
y el gozo de saberse haciendo la voluntad
del Padre. El sacrificio no debe verse como
un sufrimiento ni como un castigo, sino
como un crecimiento personal y ganancia
espiritual. Cada uno debemos descubrir la
importancia del sacrificio en nuestras vidas y
verlo con el Espíritu de amor como lo vio Jesús.

Calendario del Mes Febrero 2018
14. Miércoles de Ceniza (comienzo de la Cuaresma)
17. Escuela de Liderazgo Pastoral, parroquia de Cristo Rey de 9am – 5 p.m.
22-24. Encuentro Regional del proceso del V Encuentro, Miami, FL.
Enviar Aplicaciones para servir en Búsqueda # 9

MINISTERIO HISPANO CATOLICO - DIOCESIS DE SHREVEPORT
Rosalba Quiroz, Directora (318) 219-7265; rquiroz@dioshpt.org Melina Sanchez, Secretaria (318) 219-7257; msanchez@dioshpt.org
Cristo Rey, Bossier City

425 McCormick Street
P. Rigo Betancurt
P. Mark Watson
(318) 221-0238
Domingo-3:00 pm
Lunes y Martes-7pm

Sagrado Corazon,
Oak Grove

201 Purvis St.
P. Joseph Kallookalam
(318) 559-2876
Domingo-5:00 pm

Santo Tomás Aquino,
Ruston

810 Carey Avenue
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-1:30pm

San Pascual, W. Monroe

711 North 7th Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-4:00 pm

San Juan Bautista,
Many

1130 San Antonio Ave.
P. Michael Thang’wa
(318) 256-5680
1er Domingo de Mes-5pm

Sta Maria de los Pinos,
Shreveport

1050 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
P. Fidel Mondragon
(318) 455-2300
Domingo-11:30 am

Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo
Socorro, Farmerville

600 East Water Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Sábado-7:00 pm

San José, Mansfield

305 Jefferson Street
P. Juan Garcia
(318) 872-1158
Domingo-3:00 pm
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school NEWS

Student of the Year at
Our Lady of Fatima

Loyola Students Keep Cross
at Center of Lent
by Lisa Cooper

B

aylee Mobley is Our Lady of
Fatima School’s 5th grade Student
of the Year.

Crawfish Crawl 5k &
10k at SJS

T

his time last year, the members
of Faith on Fire, the student-led
Christian club at Loyola, wanted
to give students a focal point for Lent—
something that would cause them to
pause in the middle of a busy school
day and consider the true meaning of
the Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection.
They decided on a cross that stands over
six feet tall in the center of the main
hall. Michelle Brown, senior theology
teacher and Faith on Fire sponsor said
of the project, “It was entirely done by
the students; no adults were involved
with this project at all. Students donated
their time and resources to hold bake
sales and other fundraisers to purchase
the supplies they needed.”
Ben Hyde, class of 2017, donated his
afternoons and weekends to build the
cross. “This was a true labor of love,”
said Brown.
This year the cross will again be
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the focal point of Lent. Students and
faculty gather around the cross every
Friday to pray, and each day, there is
a question for meditation at the foot
of the cross. For example, one day a
student may read, “Have you stopped
today to thank your Savior for his
suffering on your behalf?”
Students are particularly drawn to
the cross and appreciate its prominent
position in the school. Catholic and
non-Catholic students alike value the
opportunity to be reminded of Lent
and its special significance in the lives of
Christians.
“Seeing that cross reminds us that we
are to give up things, but we can never
give what Jesus gave for us,” said senior
Alex Smith. “It shows that God gave
His life, which is so much more than
giving up candy or diet coke. Even those
of us who are not Catholic are reminded
of true sacrifice.” •

M

ake plans to attend the
St. Joseph School’s Crawfish
Crawl on Saturday, March 3,
2018! The 4th Annual 5K and 1-mile
fun run has a new addition this year:
a 10K route. Besides the run, this
family-friendly event will feature face
painting, bounce houses, crawfish races,
a DJ and delicious food from Shaver’s
Catering and Dickey’s BBQ Pit. You
can register for the race by going to
runsignup.com/Race/LA/Shreveport/
StJosephCatholicSchoolCrawfishCrawl5k
or stop by Sportspectrum, 6970 Fern
Ave., Shreveport, LA 71105. If you
are interested in being a sponsor of the
4th Annual Crawfish Crawl, call Greg
Beauclair, Director of Marketing and
Development at 318-841-8213, or e-mail
gbeauclair@sjsfalcons.org.

St. Frederick Celebrates
Feast of St. Nicholas

Improvements Underway
for SJB Playground

O

P

n December 6 students were asked to leave one shoe
outside their classroom door during class. At the
end of class, students found sweet goodies in their
shoes in honor of St. Nicholas, the patron saint of children.
St. Nicholas of Myra is a major saint in many European and
Eastern countries, and one of the old Christian traditions
surrounding his feast day is for kids to leave their shoes out
overnight in front of the fireplace, on the windowsill, or
outside their bedroom door so that St. Nicholas can fill them
with special fruits, candies and other small gifts and treats.

layground renovations are coming right along at
St. John Berchmans Catholic School. The school offers
thanks to all who made donations to help fund this
project, including sponsors of the school’s annual Rudolph Run
5k, running participants and those who bought raffle tickets for
Christmas class baskets. St. John Berchmans School is installing
a 5-foot wrought iron gate to enclose the entire playground,
placing new playground tiles around existing equipment and
benches, and installing canopies for shade to make recess on
hot days more enjoyable for teachers and students alike.

Student of the Year at JGS

J

esus the Good Shepherd School has selected 5th grader,
Maggie Rocconi (daughter of Matt & Carrie Rocconi),
as Student of the Year for the 2017-2018 school year.
Maggie’s exceptional grades, conduct, volunteerism, leadership
qualities and outstanding Christian attitude were all factors in
her being chosen for this honor. We are so proud of her and
wish her the best as she moves on to compete for the North
Louisiana Diocesan Student of the Year.

February 5 • 6:45pm

Sponsored by the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans concert series,
Music at the Cathedral
939 Jordan Street, Shreveport, LA 71101
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This Month We Learn About

Saint valentine

who was he?

Despite the much celebrated “Valentine’s Day,”
not much is known about the ancient priest. One
story tells of a judge who challenged Valentine’s
faith by asking him to restore sight to his blind
daughter. Valentine performed the miracle. The
amazed judge then broke all the idols in his
home, fasted for three days and was baptized.
During Claudius II’s reign, Valentine was arrested
for trying to convert people to Christianity and
performing Christian marriage ceremonies – both
serious crimes at the time. And although Valentine
and Claudius II initially got along well, Claudius
II eventually had Valentine killed when he tried to
convert him to Christianity.

Word Find
ARRESTED

CONVERTER

MIRACLES

BLINDNESS

JUDGE

PRIEST

CHRISTIANITY

MARRIAGE

RELICS

CLAUDIUS

MARTYR

VALENTINE
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Interesting facts

• St. Valentine is the patron saint of engaged
couples, bee keepers, epilepsy, happy marriages,
love, travellers and young people.
• Relics of St. Valentine are spread throughout
the world. Some locations where they can
be found are the Basilica of Santa Maria in
Cosmedin, Rome, Whitefriar Street Church in
Dublin, Ireland, the Church of Sts. Peter and Paul
at Vysehrad in Prague, St. Mary’s Assumption in
Chelmno, Poland and Blessed John Duns Scotus’
Church in Glasgow, Scotland.

New Shroud

of Turin
PODCAST SERIES

The Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans is launching
a new podcast series to
coincide with the beginning
of Lent. The series will focus
on the Shroud of Turin, a
fascinating and compelling
relic in the possession of
the Church, which bears
the image of a crucified man. The podcasts will
feature Fr. Peter Mangum, Rector of the Cathedral,
and Dr. Cheryl White, an associate professor of
history at Louisiana State University in Shreveport.
Both Fr. Mangum and Dr. White are members of
the American Confraternity of the Holy Shroud,
the only affiliate group authorized by the official
custodians of the Shroud, the Archconfraternity
of Turin, established in 1592. The educational
podcasts will be available weekly beginning
Friday, February 16, and may be accessed through
iTunes and other outlets, including the Cathedral
webpage (www.sjbcathedral.org).

SEMINARIAN BURSES
THANKS TO OUR RECENT DONORS
002 Dr. George & Sandra Bakowski Foundation ($100)
008 Dr. George & Sandra Bakowski Foundation ($100)
010 The John J. Scott Family ($10,000)
007 Friends of Dr. Christopher ($100)
006 Knights of Columbus, Bishop Desmond Assembly #324 ($200)

011 Jesus the Good Shepherd Vocation Awareness Ministry ($500)

COMPLETED BURSES
001 Fr. Mike Bakowski Memorial Burse ($10,000)
010 Memory of Rita Scott from the John Scott Family ($10,000)

INCOMPLETE BURSES
002 Joseph & Antoinette Bakowski Memorial Burse ($2,100)
003 Sam R. Maranto Memorial Burse ($1,200)
004 Kathryn Atherton Cook Memorial Burse ($350)
005 Cathedral of St. John Berchmans ($250)
006 Bishop’s Burse ($250)
007 Dr. Carol Christopher Memorial Burse ($700)
008 St. Jude Parish ($350)
009 St. John Berchmans Knights of Columbus
Council #10728 ($250)
011 Rev. David Richter Memorial Burse ($500)

2018 Lenten Reconciliation Services
St. John Berchmans School

Wednesday, February 28		8:15 a.m.

Loyola College Prep

Wednesday, February 28

9:30 a.m.

Mary, Queen of Peace Parish

Wednesday, February 28

6:00 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

Thursday, March 1

6:30 p.m.

Christ the King Parish

Saturday, March 3

10:00 a.m.

Holy Trinity Parish

Monday, March 5

5:00 p.m.

Cathedral of St. John Berchmans

Monday, March 12

6:00 p.m.

St. Jude Parish

Tuesday, March 13

6:30 p.m.

St. Joseph Parish

Monday, March 14

6:00 p.m.

Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish

Thursday, March 15

6:00 p.m.

St. Joseph School

Friday, March 16

9:15 a.m.

St. Mary of the Pines Parish

Tuesday, March 20

6:30 p.m.

St. Pius X Parish

Wednesday, March 21

6:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church

Thursday, March 22

6:30 p.m.
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around the
DIOCESE

Children's Homily
in Stonewall

Epiphany Tradition in Monroe

F

r. Jim Moran presented the children’s
homily during the Christmas Mass at
St. Ann Church in Stonewall.

A

St. Frederick's
eSports Rocket Team
Ranked Nationally

beautiful Epiphany tradition took place within the homes of the
Parish School of Religion students of St. Matthew Parish in Monroe.
The students learned the custom of chalking their doors and how
special it is to invite Jesus to be a daily guest in their homes and lives.

College Students Spread Cheer

T
C

ollege students of the Association of Catholic Tech Students (ACTS)
headed to Ruston Rehab before the break to spread some holiday
cheer to the residents there. Even Santa and one of his elves were in
town to help lend a hand! Thanks to the ACTS-ME (ACTS’ Ministry to the
Elderly) committee for organizing this festive holiday mission!
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he St. Frederick High School eSports
Rocket League Team made it to the
National Playoffs for the Fall Majors.
They ranked fifth of all schools in the Central
United States region where the competition
was fiercest. We are very proud of the hard
work of these young men. (Pictured from left
to right: Carson Copeland, Jack Weir, Ted
Brown, Coy Gammage and Will Yarbrough)

Send submissions to "Around the Diocese"
to Jessica at jrinaudo@dioshpt.org. Please
include a photo that has not been resized
and a brief description.

across the NATION
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Emphasize Human
Beings Are All Made
in the Likeness of God

We pray in confidence
that Jesus

Christ
will remind us all
that he is the most
powerful means to
break the chains of
hate that still bind
too many hearts...

T

USCCB President Calls for Courage and
Commitment on Martin Luther King Jr. Day

W

ASHINGTON— The
president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo
of Galveston-Houston, has issued the
following statement in relation to the
observance of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.
Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement
follows:
“In recent years—including last
summer in Charlottesville—we have
glimpsed an appalling truth that lurks
beneath the surface of our culture. Even
with all the progress our country has
made on the issue, racism remains a
living reality. As our nation celebrates
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., we are given an important time
to recommit ourselves to the Gospel
message he preached, that the sin of
racism can be defeated by active love
and the light of faith.
Our challenge is to bring Dr. King’s
message into the present moment in a
way that inspires lasting change. In a
pivotal 1958 essay, he wrote that: ‘Along
the way of life, someone must have the
sense enough and the morality enough

to cut off the chain of hate. This can
only be done by projecting the ethics of
love to the center of our lives.’
Breaking the chain of hate requires
both courage and commitment. Sr.
Mary Antona Ebo, a Franciscan Sister
of Mary and the first African-American
sister to march with Dr. King in Selma,
exemplified these qualities. She told
those gathered that: ‘I’m here because
I’m a Negro, a nun, a Catholic, and
because I want to bear witness.’ Sister
Antona passed away on November 11
last year at the age of 93. She remained
a bold and dedicated champion of civil
rights throughout her lifetime, and her
witness should inspire our own.
We pray in confidence that Jesus
Christ will remind us all that he is
the most powerful means to break the
chains of hate that still bind too many
hearts, a truth which lies at the center of
Dr. King’s legacy.”
USCCB racism resources and
information about the USCCB Ad
Hoc Committee Against Racism can be
found at: http://www.usccb.org/issuesand-action/human-life-and-dignity/
racism/ •

he following statement has been
issued by James Rogers, Chief
Communications Officer for the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), emphasizing the
USCCB position that all human beings
are made in the image and likeness of
God and therefore deserving of our
respect and compassion.
Full statement follows:
“Reports of recent disparaging
remarks about African countries and
Haiti have aroused great concern. As

... comments that

denigrate nations and
peoples violate that
fundamental truth and
cause real pain to our
neighbors.
our brothers and sisters from these
countries are primarily people of color,
these alleged remarks are especially
disturbing. All human beings are made
in the image and likeness of God, and
comments that denigrate nations and
peoples violate that fundamental truth
and cause real pain to our neighbors.
It is regrettable that this comes on the
eve of Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
and could distract from the urgent
bipartisan effort to help Dreamers
and those with Temporary Protected
Status. As a vigorous debate continues
over the future of immigration, we
must always be sure to avoid language
that can dehumanize our brothers and
sisters.” •
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mark your CALENDAR
2/16

Through 3/23: ULM Catholic
Campus Ministry 15th Annual
Lenten Fish Fry Catholic Campus Ministry (CCM) on
the campus of the University of Louisiana at Monroe will
be serving an annual Lenten Meal every Friday during Lent,
February 16th to March 23rd, 2018. This annual fundraiser
is in its 15th year and is organized to offset operational
costs and fund Catholic student activities. The fundraiser
also brings together the community to share a meal and
participate in an annual Catholic tradition of eating fish and
fasting during Lent.
They are seeking donations, sponsors and volunteers
to support their annual fundraiser. CCM provides many
ministries for university students who are seeking to
strengthen their faith in Jesus Christ and to have a place to
call their “Home away from Home.” Please contact Catholic
Campus Ministry at 318-343-4898, or Fr. Job at 318-5476401 for further information on ways that you might assist
in this fundraising effort.

2/25

God, Sex and the Church with
Dr. David Parker Please join us in
welcoming Dr. David Parker, a native of Shreveport, as
he provides a medical perspective as part of the God, Sex
and the Church speaker series. He will present, “Infertility,

Technology and the Church: A Catholic Physician’s
Experience.” He will discuss the latest in infertility,
contraception and Natural Family Planning. David is
one of a few physicians in the country doing a unique
medical and surgical application of gynecology used to
treat infertility, abnormal bleeding, premenstrual syndrome
and other conditions. Come learn more and bring friends.
This will take place at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
on Sunday, February 25, at 6:30 p.m. Nursery available.
Please make nursery reservations. 318-221-5296. For more
information, visit www.godsexandthechurch.org.

4/7

Catholic Charities' Bingo on the Delta
Save the date! Catholic Charities’ popular
bingo fundraiser is heading to the Delta! Bingo on the
Delta will be held on Saturday, April 7, at the West Monroe
Convention Center. This casual bingo night will feature local
priests and Bishop Michael G. Duca serving as bingo callers.
Tickets are $50 each with table sponsorships at $750, $1000
and $1500. Bingo on the Delta will feature dinner and a
silent auction and is for guests 21 years and older. All event
proceeds will benefit Catholic Charities programs and clients
served by the Monroe office. For more information and to
become a table sponsor, contact Lucy Medvec at 318-8650200, ext. 101, or lmedvec@ccnla.org.

2 0 1 8 D I O C E S A N S T E WA R D S H I P A P P E A L

I / We would like to contribute to the Diocesan Stewardship Appeal with a total yearly pledge of:
$10,000
$7,500

$2,500
$2,000

$800
$750

$400
$350

$200
$150

$5,000
$3,500

$1,500
$1,000

$650
$500

$300
$250

$100
$_______

Please send monthly reminders to:

At this time I / we are enclosing: $_____________

Print Name________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________State_________Zip Code____________

Diocese of Shreveport
The Catholic Center
3500 Fairfield Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71104
www.dioshpt.org
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My / Our Church Parish______________________________________________________________________
Signature__________________________________________________________________________________
You may make a credit card payment online at: www.dioshpt.org (Click on Stewardship)

You can also text "duca" to 41444 to donate to the Stewardship Appeal

FEBRUARY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

28
2nd Collection:
Church in Latin
America

29

National
Catholic Schools
Week Begins

TUESDAY

30

2018

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

31
St. John Bosco,
priest

St. Brigid Mass, Catholic Schools
Week Mass,
St. Mary of
St. Frederick
the Pines,
High School,
Shreveport, 9am
Monroe, 9:30am
Appeal
Announcement
Sunday

Appeal
Education
Sunday

4

5

St. Agatha,
virgin & martyr

Theology on
Tap, Rotolos,
Shreveport,
6:30pm

1

6

7

SATURDAY

2
The Presentation
of the Lord

Religion Scholars
Bowl, St. John
Berchmans
School

St. Paul Miki &
companions,
martyrs

FRIDAY

World Day for
Consecrated
Life

8		
9

St. Jerome
Emilani; St.
Josephine
Bakhita, virgin

3
2nd
Collection:
Diocesan
Catholic
Schools
St. Blaise,
bishop &
martyr;
St. Ansgar,
bishop

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
WEEK / JAN 28

10
Confirmation,
Holy Trinity
Parish, 4:15pm
St. Scholastica,
virgin

CONSECRATED LIFE
MASS / FEB 11

		
11
Mass for
Consecrated
Life, Cathedral
of St. John
Berchmans,
5:30pm

12

13

16

19

Presidents' Day

Rite of Election,
Cathedral,
2:30pm

20
Protecting
God's Children,
Catholic
Center, 9am

21

St. Damian,
bishop & doctor
of the Church

17

Catholic Center 2nd Collection:
Black and
Staff Retreat,
Indian Missions
8:30am

The Seven Holy
Founders of the
Servite Order

2nd Collection:
Aid for the
Church in
Central & Eastern
Europe

World Day of
the Sick

18

15

Protecting
God's Children,
Catholic Center,
6pm

APPEAL SUNDAY

First Sunday of
Lent

14
Ash Wednesday

ASH WEDNESDAY /
FEB 14

22

The Chair of
St. Peter the
Apostle

23

St. Polycarp,
bishop & martyr

24

Theology on
Tap, Fieldhouse
Bar and Grill,
Monroe, 6:30pm

2nd Collection:
Black and
Indian Missions

RITE OF ELECTION /
FEB 18

1st Appeal
Follow-Up

25
Second Sunday
of Lent
God, Sex and
the Church,
Cathedral
of St. John
Berchmans,
6:30pm
2nd Appeal
Follow-Up

26

27

28

1

2
World Day of
Prayer

3
St. Katharine
Drexel, virgin

GOD, SEX & THE
CHURCH/ FEB 25
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Photo of the Month

Seminarian Kevin Mues with Bishop Michael Duca
at his Rite of Candidacy Mass at Jesus the Good
Shepherd Parish in Monroe. This is one of the final
steps Kevin will take before being ordained a
transitional deacon and then a priest for the
Diocese of Shreveport.
(photo by Gary Guinigundo)
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Fairfield

