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known Catholic household in the Diocese
of Shreveport. Our Mission is to advance
knowledge and understanding of our
Catholic Faith among the faithful. We seek
to foster the application of Christ’s teachings
and our Church’s mission in our daily lives and
to encourage our sense of Catholic identity
within our family, parish, and diocesan faith
community.
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at the Catholic Center in Shreveport. To report
child sexual abuse by a cleric or church worker in
the Diocese of Shreveport, call Glennda Lawson.
Hotline is 318-294-1031 and your local law
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4th Annual Multicultural Rosary
at St. Joseph Parish, Shreveport
204 Patton Ave., Shreveport • 318-865-3581

Sunday, October 8 • 2:00pm
One decade of the Rosary will be prayed in each of the
following languages: Italian (Sr. AnnaMaria Iannetti),
Gaeilige (Kim Long), Tagalog (Emee Reynier), French
(Normand Roy) and Malayalam (Sr. Suny Augustine).
The first half of each prayer will be said in foreign
languages and all responses will be in English.
We invite all our Christian brothers and sisters to
participate. Please join us for this glorious event!

bishop’s october calendar
OCTOBER 1 Feast of St. Thérèse of
Lisieux Mass & Celebration; St. Theresa
Church, Delhi; 11:00 a.m.
OCTOBER 2-6 Diocese of Shreveport
Priests’ Retreat; St. Charles Retreat
Center, Lake Charles, LA
OCTOBER 6-8 Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
Investiture Weekend; Mobile, AL
OCTOBER 9 Religion Convocation for
Catholic Schools; Catholic Center,
Shreveport
OCTOBER 11 Joint Meeting: Catholic
Charities of North Louisiana Board
of Directors & Members Board
of Directors; Catholic Center;
12:00 p.m.
Mass in Celebration of the 100th
Anniversary of the Sixth and Final
Apparition at Fatima; Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, Monroe; 6:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 12 Notre Dame Seminary
Board of Trustees & St. Joseph
Seminary Board of Trustees meetings;
Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans
OCTOBER 15 Mass; Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans, Shreveport;
8:00 a.m.
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
Adult Faith Formation Program;
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 9:15 a.m.

OCTOBER 18
Diocesan Investment
Committee Meeting;
Catholic Center,
Shreveport;
10:00 a.m.
OCTOBER 21 Religious Day of
Reflection; St. Thomas Aquinas Parish,
Ruston
OCTOBER 22 Pro-Life Mass; Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church, Shreveport;
2:45 p.m.
OCTOBER 24 Diocesan Finance
Council Meeting; Catholic Center,
Shreveport; 12:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 25 Congregation of the
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word
Sesquicentennial Closing Eucharistic
Liturgy; Villa de Matel Chapel; Houston
OCTOBER 28 Our Lady Queen of
Palestine Mass; Holy Trinity Parish,
Shreveport; 4:15 p.m.
OCTOBER 29 Mass; Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans, Shreveport;
11:00 a.m.
Prayer Service for Christian Unity with
the Congregation of First Presbyterian
Church; Jordan Street, Shreveport;
12:15 p.m.
OCTOBER 31 All Saints Day Vigil Mass;
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans,
Shreveport; 5:30 p.m.
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Volunteers pray with a single,
pregnant woman at an Embrace
Grace meeting at Mary's House.
(Photo by Kelly Phelan Powell)
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la reflexión DEL OBISPO
por Obispo Michael G. Duca

Hablar por Nuestros Hermanos y Hermanas Inmigrantes

E

l mes pasado un miembro anterior del personal de la Casa Blanca, Steve
Bannon, un Católico, dio una entrevista a Charlie Rose en 60 minutes
(60 minutos) en la cual él dio una evaluación de la Iglesia Católica y su
posición en cuestiones de inmigración en los Estado Unidos.
Cuando le preguntaron sobre la oposición expresada por varios obispos
estadounidenses, a la decisión del Presidente Trump de anular la protección
migratoria proporcionada bajo la “Acción Diferida para los llegados en la
infancia” (DACA), el respondió: “Los obispos han sido terribles en esto. Por
cierto, ¿sabes por qué? … Ellos necesitan ilegales para llenar sus Iglesias. Tienen
un interés económico. … Con mucho respeto al Cardenal Dolan y sus obispos
en su doctrina, esto no es doctrina… Esto es soberanía a la nación. Y al respeto,
ellos son solo otro individuo con una opinión”.
Hay muchas formas en las que esta declaración es irrespetuosa, describiendo
la posición de la Iglesia Católica como enardecedora y simplista. Esta respuesta
es motivada políticamente alrededor del problema de inmigración y el hecho
de que los obispos continúen demandando respeto hacia los inmigrantes que
viven en nuestro país y abogando por formas justas de normalizar sus estatus.
Creo que dos declaraciones, que hizo el Señor Bannon, están mal y deberían
ser tratadas para aclarar la posición de nuestra iglesia con el problema de
inmigración.
Con respeto a la posición de la Iglesia sobre inmigración, la iglesia no se
basa en el interés económico ni mucho menos en llenar bancas; pero si en
el mandamiento de Jesús a “amarnos unos a otros como yo los he amado”.
Nuestro entendimiento en este texto es revelado en dos grandes enseñanzas
de Jesús. En Mateo 25, Jesús describe el juicio final de toda la humanidad y
nos recuerda, “Pues tuve hambre y me dieron de comer, tuve sed y me dieron
de beber, fui forastero y me dieron alojamiento…” (Mateo 25: 35).
En la parábola del Buen Samaritano, relatada por Jesús en respuesta a la
pregunta, ¿quién es mi prójimo?” Es el extranjero que atiende a las necesidades
del hombre que fue robado; y no cualquier Extranjero. Ya que los Judíos
estaban llenos de enemistad y repugnancia hacia cualquier Samaritano. Era una
animosidad política, religiosa, y arraigada en una larga historia de conflictos.
¡El hecho que había repugnancia y enemistad entre Judíos y Samaritanos da
una gran fuerza al el papel del samaritano en la Parábola del Buen Samaritano!
(Lucas 10:29-37) ¡El Samaritano sobresale del fanatismo y los prejuicios de hace
siglos y demuestra misericordia y compasión hacia un judío herido, después de
que su propia gente lo ignorara!
Estas grandes enseñanzas de Jesús nos recuerdan de siempre amar al prójimo
y que este amor trabaje para apoyar a aquellos necesitados, asegurando un trato
justo y respetuoso. Este mandamiento de Jesús a amarnos unos a los otros
ciertamente incluye a inmigrantes entre nosotros. Esta no es una enseñanza
económica, sino más bien la verdadera reflexión del corazón amoroso de Jesús
a aquellos entre nosotros que merecen un estatus normalizado, para que las
familias no sean divididas, no vivan en miedo a perder todo lo que han hecho en
este país, y merezcan respeto por ser hijos de Dios.
Lo que fue expresado en la segunda declaración nos debe levantar
inmediatamente a decir “NO” Él dijo que los obispos eran solo “otro individuo
con una opinión”. Él ha sido muy específico cuando dice creer que esto es
un asunto político, y no una cuestión doctrinal. Por lo tanto, cree que las
enseñanzas de los obispos, la enseñanza de la iglesia, es una simple opinión
4 Catholic Connection

política como cualquier otra. Eso sería cierto si yo
dijera que apoyaran a los Vaqueros de Dallas y no a los
Santos de Nueva Orleans, o tratara de dar un consejo
sobre la bolsa de valores, pero en este caso la iglesia
es la que nos da la enseñanza. Lo que la iglesia nos
enseña no es una simple opinión, sino una exhortación
de cómo vivir como discípulos de Cristo hoy en
este mundo. Para nosotros, Jesús no es una simple
opinión considerada entre muchos. Sino que EL ES el
CAMINO, La VERDAD, y La VIDA. Creemos que
Jesús, por medio de la inspiración del Espíritu Santo,
habla la verdad atraves del magisterio de la iglesia, los
obispos, y no es “solo una opinión de otro individuo”.
Con frecuencia los obispos manifiestan muchas
maneras de encontrar una solución política, pero la
iglesia insiste que cualquiera que fuera el plan, debería
ser justo, respetuoso, misericordioso, y reconozca
los regalos y valores que los inmigrantes, nuestros
hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, ofrecen a nuestro país,
nuestra ciudad, y nuestra Iglesia.
Debemos hablar por nuestros hermanos y hermanas
inmigrantes quienes necesitan nuestro apoyo. No
podemos dejar que esto quede como una fría ley
política aplicada y no conocida entre nosotros. Estas
personas son nuestros hermanos y hermanas, nuestros
vecinos, nuestros compañeros Católicos que reciben el
Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo con nosotros en el altar
de la Misa. Nuestra única ordenación sacerdotal este
año, del Padre Fidel Mondragón, es de México. Esto
es personal para nosotros, porque afecta a miembros
de nuestra familia Católica. Nuestra postura no es
economista, no es solo una opinión, es simplemente
hacer nuestro deber… demostrar amor y solidaridad
a nuestros hermanos y hermanas porque son hijos de
Dios y porque somos discípulos de Cristo, quien pide
“amarnos unos a otros”. •

bishop’s REFLECTION
by Bishop Michael G. Duca

Speak Out for Our Immigrant Brothers and Sisters

L

ast month a former member of the White House staff, Steve Bannon,
a Catholic, gave an interview to Charlie Rose on 60 Minutes in which
he gave an assessment of the Catholic Church and their position on
immigration issues in the United States.
When questioned about the opposition expressed
by some U.S. bishops to President Trump’s decision
to rescind immigration protection afforded under the
“Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals” (DACA),
he responded: “The bishops have been terrible about
this. By the way, you know why? …they need illegal
aliens to fill the churches. …they have an economic
interest. … As much as I respect Cardinal Dolan and
the bishops on doctrine, this is not doctrine… This is
Bishop Duca
about the sovereignty of a nation. And in that regard,
they’re just another guy with an opinion.”
There are so many ways that this statement is disrespectful,
inflammatory and simplistic in portraying the position of the Catholic
Church. This response is politically motivated around the issue of
immigration and the fact that the bishops continue to demand respect for
immigrants living in our country and advocate for just and supportive ways
to normalize their status. I believe two statements Mr. Bannon made are
wrong and should be addressed so we are clear about our Church’s stand on
the issues surrounding immigration.
In regards to the Church’s position on immigration, it is not based on
economic interest, nor on filling the pews, but on the central command
of Jesus to “Love one another as I have loved you.” Our understanding of
this text is revealed in two of the great teachings of Jesus. In Matthew 25,
Jesus describes the final judgment of all humanity and reminds us, “For I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me…” (Matt 25:35).
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, told by Jesus in answer to the
question, “Who is my neighbor?,” it is the foreigner who tends to the needs
of the man who was robbed – and not just any foreigner. The Jews were filled
with hostility and dislike for any Samaritan person. It was an animosity that
was political, religious and rooted in a long history of conflict. The fact that
there was such dislike and hostility between Jews and Samaritans is what
gives the use of the Samaritan in the Parable of the Good Samaritan such
force! (Luke 10:29-37) The Samaritan is the one who is able to rise above the
bigotry and prejudices of centuries and show mercy and compassion for the
injured Jew after the Jew’s own countrymen passed him by!
These great teachings of Jesus remind us that we are always to love our
neighbor and that this love must work for the support of those in need and
insure their just and respectful treatment. This command of Jesus to love one
another certainly includes the immigrant among us. This is not an economic
teaching, but rather the true reflection of the loving heart of Jesus to those
among us who deserve their status to be normalized, to not have their
families divided, to not live in fear of losing everything they have built in the
U.S. and who deserve the respect that should be given to every child of God.
The second statement that was expressed should cause us to stand up
immediately and cry out, “NO!” He says the bishops are just “another guy
with an opinion.” He is specific when he says he believes this is a political

matter, not a doctrinal issue. Therefore, he believes
the bishops’ teaching, the teaching of the Church, is
just a political opinion like anyone else. That might
be true if I told you to root for the Cowboys and
not the Saints, or if I tried to give some stock advice,
but in this case the Church is teaching. The teaching
of the Church is not just any other opinion, but an
exhortation on how to live as disciples of Christ in
this world today. We believe that Jesus is not just
one opinion to be considered among many, but that
He IS The WAY, The TRUTH and The LIFE. We
believe Jesus, through the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, speaks truth through the Magisterium of the
Church, the bishops, and it is not only the “opinion
of just another guy.” The bishops often state that
there are many ways to find a political solution,
but the Church insists that any comprehensive plan
should be just, respectful, merciful and acknowledge
the gifts and value that immigrants, our brothers and
sisters in Christ, have to offer our country, our city
and our Church.
We must speak out for our immigrant brothers
and sisters who need our support. We cannot allow
this to simply be a political, cold, application of law
to the unknown among us. These are our brothers
and sisters, our neighbors, our fellow Catholics who
receive the Body and Blood of Christ with us at the
altar at Mass. Our only ordination to the priesthood
this year, Fr. Fidel Mondragón, is from Mexico. This
should be personal to us because it affects members
of our Catholic family. Our stance is not economic;
it is not just an opinion. It is simply doing what we
do: showing love and solidarity with our brothers
and sisters because they are children of God and
because we are disciples of Christ who commands
that we “love one another.” •
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mike’s MEDITATIONS
by Mike Van Vranken

The Human Image of the Invisible God

C

hrist Jesus is the physical, human image of the invisible God (
Col 1:15). As his disciples, we are summoned to be Christ-like; to
emulate and imitate him. We become Christ’s
body (1 Cor 12:27).
Jesus said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free...” (Luke 4:18-19).
Imagine yourself being anointed and sent to bring
glad tidings to the poor of your community. Ask
Van Vranken
yourself: who are the poor? The financially poor? The
poor in spirit? Those who are poor in hope, or who have lost hope because
they are unemployed, lonely, depressed, sick or abused? You realize these
“poor” are all around you. How do you bring them glad tidings? How did
Jesus interact with poor? He ate with them. He listened to them and had
compassion for them. He healed them and fed them. He spent quality
time with them and changed their lives.
As you continue, you realize you have also been sent to proclaim
liberty to captives. Again, who are these captives? Prisoners? Those
addicted to alcohol, prescription drugs, food, sports, physical images or
even other people? How do you proclaim liberty to them? How do you
help liberate them from their captivity? Jesus spent quality time there,
compassionately listening, looking for ways to nourish and sustain them.
He shared his own love with them, as well as his Father’s love. He taught
mercy, forgiveness, joy and freedom.
Let’s continue. Jesus certainly cured those who were physically blind.
We too are called to recover sight to the blind. We must learn to see
what we once could not: our own selfishness, hypocrisy or blindness to
the suffering all around us. Do we see ourselves participating in social
sins of neglect, greed and oppression? Once we regain our own sight,
we are able to minister to others and help them recover their sight,
6 Catholic Connection

allowing them to become part of the mainstream
of our society. They then can join us as missionary
disciples.
In his teaching, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope
Francis challenges us to see in entirely new ways.
He beckons us to see like Jesus. He calls us to see
those on the outskirts of society; what he calls the
“periphery,” and he urges us to actively minister to
them. He begs us to walk with them like Jesus did.
He calls us missionary disciples because to be like
Jesus is truly our mission.
Several areas where Jesus ministered to people on
the edges were:
1. The poor. He calls us to satisfy their needs. We
cannot be community without satisfying both our
own needs and the needs of others.
2. The people who didn’t know the law or belong
to the synagogue. Those who were not accepted by
the religious leaders, yet were seeking God. Who
would those be in our society today?
3. The physically afflicted. Poverty and physical
illnesses went hand-in-hand in Jesus’ time. They still
do today. Are we eager to focus on these people who
are mostly neglected in our communities?
4. The geographically marginalized. In Jesus’ day,
it was the Samaritans. They were considered the
religious non-pure. Who are the geographically
marginalized in our times? Can we proactively
minister to them?
5. Women. Jesus healed women, forgave them,
had deep, personal friendships with them, and even
sent one woman to proclaim his resurrection to his
disciples. Jesus taught that oppression of any kind is
wrong. Who are the oppressed in our society today?
Spend some time this month identifying a few of
the peripheries, some of the areas where people are
marginalized, in your own community. Ask God for
the grace to eliminate your blind spots and see where
He wants you to be His image to others. God always
meets us where we are. As His missionary disciples,
we are called to meet others and see Jesus in them
where they are – to be Jesus to them where they are.
How will you respond to His call? •
Mike is a spiritual director, author, speaker and
teacher. You can contact him at
mikevanvranken@comcast.net

in REVIEW
reviewed by Jessica Rinaudo

Feeding Your Family's Soul DVD
by Donna-Marie Cooper O'Boyle

I

n our April 2017 issue, I reviewed
Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle’s
Feeding Your Family’s Soul, a book
with weekly teachings, wisdom from
the saints, prayers and recipes to be
shared over the dinner table with family.
Cooper O’Boyle now has a DVD under
the same title. It features seven sections,
each dedicated to a specific aspect of
faith or living a Christian life that can be
taught to children.
Much of what she shares in the
Feeding Your Family’s Soul DVD can
also be found in the book, but the
DVD condenses that information and
provides explanations and action steps
more in line for younger children. The
audience for the DVD is clearly adult
parents and grandparents. In each of
the seven sections, Cooper O’Boyle
shares wisdom from the saints, scripture
and passages from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church to back up her points.
She also shares some of her own real
life stories to explain how, for example,
practicing forgiveness when it seems
impossible to forgive, is following the
will of God.
In the DVD’s introduction, Cooper
O’Boyle summarizes all the reasons
parents and grandparents feel daunted
in instructing children in the faith.
“So many parents and grandparents
today feel stretched beyond measure,”
she says, “and it’s no secret that we live
in a fast-paced, technology driven world
which continually beckons to us to do
this and to do that.”
She asserts that the dinner table is the
perfect time to teach, listen and pray.
In each of the seven sections that
follow, Cooper O’Boyle educates
parents on the section topic, including
why the Church teaches it and how
it’s critical to our lives as Catholic
Christians. She then provides Teaching

Tips and questions you can bring with
you to ask your children at the dinner
table. She suggests providing real life
examples from your own life to share
with children, as well as allowing them
to make suggestions on ways to carry
out the teachings in their everyday lives.
The seven sections / teachings of
the DVD are: Learning to Love Our
Neighbor from Mother Teresa; The
Tradition of Prayer; Learning and
Teaching Forgiveness; Why Catholics
Honor the Blessed Mother; Learning
and Teaching the Virtues; Learning
Perseverance from St. Monica and
Learning Steadfast Faith from St. Teresa
of Avila.
Cooper O’Boyle emphasizes
throughout the DVD that it’s important
to establish a foundation of prayer
for ourselves as adults before teaching
our children, after all, they learn by
example. She also suggests integrating
scheduled prayer times with our
children to help them form their own
prayer lives.
Cooper O’Boyle delivers these lessons
in a soothing voice, that makes her feel
like your kind and loving aunt. I did
find though that she was sometimes so
soothing that I became easily distracted
while watching. I suggest breaking up
viewing the video – perhaps watching a
section a week.
The DVD comes with a discussion
guide with questions for children and
tangible ways they can carry out these
lessons from each section.
I recommend the DVD Feeding Your
Family’s Soul for parents or grandparents
of young children who struggle with
teaching and integrating their Catholic
faith at home. Cooper O’Boyle’s
suggestions are good and easy to follow
and will help bring a real awareness of
faith to all members of your family. •

“It’s important to
remember we need to
feed our families’ bodies
and their souls."
– Donna-Marie Cooper
O'Boyle in Feeding Your
Family's Soul DVD

Feeding Your Family's Soul DVD is
available to purchase from Paraclette
Press and Amazon.com. It is available to
borrow from the Slattery Library inside the
Catholic Center in Shreveport.

October 2017 7

faithful FOOD
by Kim Long

Reconstructing with a Solid Foundation

F

all is my favorite season and
October is my favorite month.
By now life has
reestablished a routine
fitting for this changed
rhythm. School and
religion classes are in
full swing. The pews
are full again as the
Long
summer vacationers
have returned rested,
and the temperatures are finally
showing us some mercy. I am preparing
for the big “settling in,” for which our
wet and chilly winters are designed.
October has always been an
ingathering time, a time to collect
scattered fragments and put them
together again. I have written about
deconstruction: getting down to
the basics, stripping away all that
is unnecessary. Then, I wrote about
balance, that small space where I am
standing on both feet, relaxed and
aware of my blessings. These two steps
were, for me, necessary to meet this
ingathering as I only want to take the
good and Godly things forward into my
next season.
In Isaiah we are reminded that
God has given an example of taking a
stone, and not just a brand new pretty
thing, but a stone that has been tested,
and laying it in place. “Thus says the
Lord God, ‘Behold, I am laying in
Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly
cornerstone for the foundation firmly
placed. He who believes in it will never
be disturbed.’”
There are a couple of definitions
which speak to the concept of
reconstructing something: to build
or form something again after it has
been damaged or destroyed and form
an impression from the available
evidence. My faith and my family are
my foundations, and trust me when I
8 Catholic Connection

Classic French Madeleines
Ingredients:
• 1 stick unsalted butter (no substitute)
• 2/3 cup white sugar
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 2 large eggs
• 1 tsp. vanilla
• ½ tsp. non-aluminum baking powder
• 1 tbsp. lemon juice (optional)
• 1 tbsp. lemon zest (optional)
• Powdered sugar (optional)
Directions:
1) Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Prepare pans by using cooking spray or
butter and flour.
2) Melt butter and set aside to cool.
3) Sift baking powder and flour and set
aside.
4) Mix eggs and sugar and vanilla for
five full minutes until fluffy.
5) Remove 3 tbsps. of the batter and
incorporate into melted butter.
6) Slowly add flour to the batter, only
just incorporating it with a spatula

say they have both been tested, and yet
here they are, firm and in place, helping
me know my place.
Where does this stone have its
origin? In my faith, my family... and in
my baptism. So many things happen
during a baptism that I confess, things
are very often missed. During the
Easter Vigil, the wonder of baptism
continues to unfold in every area of my
life. I belong. I have a place, an identity,
and while many sources contribute to
that identity, God alone laid the stone.
So with October my “reconstruction”
starts anew. As I make additions to
this foundation, I pray that they are
as James tells me, “good and perfect
gifts.” I am sure there will be events,
pieces of news and bad decisions. And

7) Gradually add the butter mixture to
the batter and fold until just blended.
8) Cover bowl and chill batter and
pans for one hour.
9) Place 1 tbsp. batter in each shell.
10) Bake 7 minutes and check to see
if the cakes spring back when lightly
touched. Remove from pan and cool on
wire rack. Sprinkle on powdered sugar if
desired.

while they will not seem like a gift,
my prayer is that even in the midst of
those moments, I remember my firm
foundation: something of substance
to build on, stand on, rest upon and
rejoice in. Our lives are a pilgrimage
toward God in steps seen and unseen.
We gather our supplies and begin again.
Scallop shells have long been a
symbol of baptism and pilgrimage. To
that end, I offer a recipe for madeleines,
a traditional French cookie baked in
a shell shaped pan. Like life they are
simple, but not easy, and always well
worth it! •
Kim Long is the Director of Religious
Education at St. Mary of the Pines
Parish in Shreveport.

domestic CHURCH
by Katie Sciba

Make Time to Rest for Your Wellbeing

I

t’s typical for us to deprive ourselves of
genuine rest. I’m especially horrible at
this. If all our kids are occupied and
I deliberately ignore the laundry and
looming dinnertime, I
typically slough onto my
couch and whip out my
phone or computer. A
few minutes has a way of
becoming a significant
amount of time and
before I know it, I have
Sciba
to tear myself away from
my bite-sized screen to pay attention to
real demands.
If I’m not passing the time device-inhand, then I avoid rest all together. Why
sit when I can use the time to get ahead?
Or who am I kidding, to try to dig myself
out of the dishes and to-dos? But rest isn’t
just a luxury to pass up; it’s a necessity.
And for those of us blessed with raising
children and trying to be someone else’s
better half, taking the time to breathe
improves our game and makes giving of
ourselves a whole lot easier.
PRAY We are made in the image and
likeness of God. The best rest we can ever
achieve is being in touch frequently with
the Lord so we can receive grace, strength
and wisdom for everything He asks of us
whether it’s a crisis or homework after
dinner. The more we pray, the more we
know God; and because we’re made in
His image, the better we know God, the
better we know ourselves - our capabilities
and our limits.
UNPLUG A fantastic way to wind
down at night is to set screens aside. Take
the last 20-30 minutes before your head
touches the pillow to turn off devices and
put your mind to rest. In addition to this
regular unplugging, go the extra mile and
put them away for a whole weekend every
so often. Read a book - a real one with
pages. Go for a walk or a run, or just step
out into your yard for a breath of fresh air.
Drive. On your own or with your family,

Take Time for

Holy Rest

You can’t give what you don’t
have, and in order to give
anything at all, we need good
holy rest. Taking these chances
to truly rest will yield peace and
contentment in your soul.

PRAY

go experience tangible living apart from
the computer or phone.
CREATE I’ve heard it from countless
people, “I’m not a creative person.” Oh,
but you ARE. Made in the image and
likeness of the Creator himself, we’re born
to do, to make. Take a few minutes to
write in a journal or to a friend. Resurrect
that thing you used to do - running,
dancing, singing - and experience the joy
of it again. It doesn’t have to be fancy
or public; creating goes beyond trends
of “expressing yourself,” and validates
the gifts God gave you specifically.
Recreational rest does just that, it recreates and restores us.
Rest is paramount because it’s a clear
imitation of the Lord. After creating the
world, God rested. This is an invitation
for us to do the same. In the Gospel of
Luke, after spending hours upon hours
healing the sick and expelling demons,
“Jesus went to a deserted place.” No
people, no work, no phone. After giving
of himself so much, he stepped away to
rest and recuperate.
So go ahead. Sit. Breathe. Pray and ask
Jesus to settle your mind and thoughts.
Step away and experience the holy
refreshment of rest. •

In order to imitate Jesus, we
have to know Jesus, and he
rested often! Pray with your
favorite Gospel story, journal
your anxieties and joys to God.
“Come to me…and I will give
you rest.” (Matt 11:28)

READ
…a real book with pages on
the couch or in bed. Enhance
the experience with coffee
or tea. If you have little ones
running around, grab one of
their favorites and start reading
on the floor. They’ll listen even
while at play. Focusing on one
thing will allow your mind and
body to calm.

DO SOMETHING
Working out may not feel like
rest, but light physical activity
gets endorphins going and
boosts confidence to handle life.
Workout on your own or with
your family. Or set aside time to
take on a new project. Write or
resurrect a beloved activity from
years ago.

Katie Sciba is married to Andrew and
together they have five children. She is
the author of thecatholicwife.net.
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from the POPE
from Vatican Information Services

Angelus Prayer at the Church of St. Peter Claver in
Cartagena and Visit to the Shrine of St. Peter Claver

D

ear Brothers and Sisters,
Shortly before I entered this church where the
relics of St. Peter Claver are kept, I blessed the
first stones of two institutions that will
minister to the those most in need, and
I visited the house of Mrs. Lorenza, who
daily welcomes many of our brothers and
sisters, offering them food and affection.
These visits have done me much good
because they demonstrate how the love of
God is made visible each day.
Pope Francis
As we pray the Angelus, recalling the
incarnation of the Word, we also reflect on
Mary who conceived Jesus and brought him into the world.
We look to her this morning under the title of Our Lady of
Chiquinquirá. As you well know, over a long period of time
this image was abandoned, discolored, torn and full of holes.
It was treated like an old piece of cloth, shown no respect, and
finally discarded.
It was then that, a humble woman, who traditions tells
us was called Maria Ramos, and the first devotee of the
Blessed Virgin of Chiquinquirá, saw something different in
that piece of cloth. She had the courage and faith to put this
blurred and torn fabric in a special place, restoring its lost
dignity. She encountered and honored Mary who held her
Son in her arms, doing precisely what was despicable and
useless in the eyes of others.
And so, this woman became a model for all those who, in
different ways, seek to restore the dignity of our brothers and
sisters lost through the pain of life’s wounds, to restore the
dignity of those who are excluded. She is a model for all those
who make efforts to provide dignified accommodation and
care for those most in need. She is, above all, a model for all
those who pray perseveringly so that the men and women who
are suffering may regain the splendour of the children of God
which they have been robbed of.
The Lord teaches us through the example of the humble
and those who are not valued. While he gave María Ramos,
an ordinary woman, the grace to receive the image of the
Blessed Virgin in its poor and torn state, He also granted to
the indigenous Isabel and her son Miguel the grace of being
the first to see the transformed and renewed fabric of the
Blessed Virgin. They were the first to look humbly upon
this completely renewed piece of fabric and recognize there
the radiance of divine light which transforms and renews all
things. They are the poor, humble ones, who contemplate the
presence of God, and to whom the mystery of God’s love is
10 Catholic Connection

revealed most clearly. They, the poor and simple of heart, were
the first to see the Blessed Virgin of Chinquinquirá and they
became missionaries and heralds of her beauty and holiness.
In this church we will pray to Mary, who referred to herself
as “the handmaid of the Lord,” and to St. Peter Claver, the
“slave of the blacks forever,” as he wanted others to know
him from the day of his solemn profession. He waited for the
ships from Africa to arrive at the New World’s main center
of commerce in slavery. Given the impossibility of verbal
communication due to the language difference, he often
ministered to these slaves simply through evangelizing gestures.
For a caress surpasses all languages. He knew that the language
of charity and mercy was understood by all. Indeed, charity
helps us to know the truth and truth calls for acts of love.
These two go together, they cannot be separated. Whenever he
felt revulsion towards the slaves – they came in a repulsive state
– Peter Claver kissed the wounds.
St. Peter Claver was austere and charitable to the point of
heroism. After consoling hundreds of thousands of people
in their loneliness, he died without honors and was not
remembered, having spent the last four years of his life in
sickness and confined to his cell which was in a terrible state
of neglect. This how the world paid him, yet God paid him in
another way.
St. Peter Claver witnessed in a formidable way to the
responsibility and care that we should have for one another.
Furthermore, this saint was unjustly accused of being
indiscreet in his zealousness and he faced strong criticism and
persistent opposition from those who feared that his ministry
would undermine the lucrative slave trade.
Here in Colombia and in the world millions of people are
still being sold as slaves; they either beg for some expressions of
humanity, moments of tenderness, or they flee by sea or land
because they have lost everything, primarily their dignity and
their rights.
María de Chiquinquirá and Peter Claver invite us to
work to promote the dignity of all our brothers and sisters,
particularly the poor and the excluded of society, those who
are abandoned, immigrants, and those who suffer violence and
human trafficking. They all have human dignity because they
are living images of God. We all are created in the image and
likeness of God, and the Blessed Virgin holds each one of us in
her arms as her beloved children.
Let us now turn to Our Blessed Virgin Mother in prayer, so
that she may help us recognize the face of God in every man
and woman of our time.
Angelus Domini… •

navigating the FAITH
by Kim Long

All Hallows Eve & All Souls Day

S

everal years ago I was presented
with a challenge. My boss
questioned the wisdom of our
annual children’s Halloween carnival.
Unbeknownst to me, many people seemed
to have misgivings. Ahhh… a teachable
moment God had dropped into my lap. I
went to work researching.
I didn’t realize how prepared I was for
this task… the sweet strands of Peter, Paul
and Mary’s “Soul Cake” drifting in my
mind. I had forgotten the very religious
lyrics it contained: “One for Pete, one for
Paul, and three for Him who made us all.”
Thusly armed, here is what I learned.
Halloween is a time of celebration (and
often superstition) which is thought to
have originated with the ancient Celtic
feast of Samhain (sow-en), a word meaning
“end of summer.” In the shortening
daylight, people believed evil spirits grew
bolder and they lit bonfires and disguised
themselves in costumes in efforts to ward
them off.
In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III
designated November 1 as All Saints Day,
a time to honor all the saints and martyrs.
It seems that the holy day incorporated
some elements of the older feast. Taking
what was familiar to a community and
finding a way to use that as a vehicle for
understanding Christ was a common
practice. The evening before was known as
All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween.
With the society’s secularization,
this religious holy day and eve have been
relegated to a mostly children’s holiday
devoid of spirituality. In an effort to give
the PSR students a glimpse of spirituality
and history, I looked at the practice of
“going a-souling.” In the eleventh century,
the Church adapted the Celtic costume
tradition to dressing up as saints, angels
or demons during this celebration. Later,
sometimes poor children and adults
dressed up, and went door to door begging
for food or money in exchange for songs or
prayers, often said on behalf of the dead.

This practice came to be called “souling”
and its participants, “soulers.” Soulers were
often rewarded with a sweet “soul cake.”
While the cakes varied, nutmeg, ginger,
cinnamon and raisins were typical.
So at the appointed time and hour,
after much research and planning with
our catechists and priests, we baked and
wrapped soul cakes, then placed them in
classroom baskets. The children worked
hard to learn the Soul Cake song, and
traveled from classroom to classroom.
After knocking they were invited in by
the “lady of the house.” After the song
was sung, soul cakes were passed out and
this prayer was said: “May the souls of the
faithful departed from this house and all
the souls of the faithful departed through
the mercy of God rest in peace.”
As we assembled in the Parish Hall,
the soulers presented the petitions from
each “house” to Fr. Francis and Fr. Mike,
who led us in a litany of the saints. Then
we prayed for the four groups traditionally
prayed for on All Souls: family members,
friends, clergy and religious, and finally
those for whom no one prays for.
As I reflect on lessons learned during
this experience, here’s what I took away:
that this tail end of October and the
month of November is about hope
buoyed by the sure knowledge that we
are not alone. Even in death we are
surrounded by that cloud of witnesses
both in this world and the next. I learned
fear doesn’t come from the Lord. In all
thy ways acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy paths. This is true even
when learning about a subject somewhat
shrouded in mystery.
While this is not by any stretch of the
imagination an exhaustive study of this
particular piece of our tradition, it was a
great learning experience for all involved.
I confess it made me look beyond the
decorations, stories and candy, and look
toward the fact that it is possible and
worthy to find God in all things. •

Ways to Celebrate
the Month of

All Souls
Pray the prayer of St. Gertrude.
Bake soul cakes and distribute
them to family and friends;
consider hosting a souling party.
Pray a rosary for the souls of the
faithful departed, including those
whom you will never know.
Pray a novena to the holy souls in
Purgatory.
Talk with family and friends about
the prayer chain that extends to
the next world, Heaven. Encourage
them to ask the saints to pray for
them.
Go to Mass! Thank God for His
loving presence and care, and pray
to extend that to those around you.
Pray the De Profundis and meditate
on its meaning for our lives: Out
of the depths I cry to You, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice. Let Your ears be
attentive to my voice in supplication.
If You, O Lord, mark iniquities,
Lord, who can stand? But with You is
forgiveness, that You may be revered.
I trust in the Lord; my soul trusts
in His word. My soul waits for the
Lord more than sentinels wait for the
dawn. More than sentinels wait for
the dawn, let Israel wait for the Lord,
For with the Lord is kindness and
with Him is plenteous redemption;
And He will redeem Israel from all
their iniquities.
May this Halloween be bright
with promise, cushioned with
prayer and lead us to a deeper
understanding of God’s amazing
presence in all things.
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second COLLECTIONS

by Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General

World Mission Sunday Collection
COLLECTION DATES: OCTOBER 21 & 22
ANNOUNCEMENT DATES: OCTOBER 8 & 15

M

ercy Changes the World /
La Misericordia Cambia al Mundo!
This is the chosen theme for World
Mission Sunday this year. This theme reminds me
of a popular movement and slogan from the 1960’s
and early 70’s: “Love makes the world go round.”
Price
World Mission Sunday celebrates the mercy of
God as we extend His loving heart to our neighbors half a world
away, through our prayers and sacrifices. World Mission Sunday is
celebrated annually on the fourth Sunday of October. As I write this
article, we have reached out to our brothers and sisters affected by
Hurricane Harvey and will continue to serve them throughout their
recovery. We are poised to come to the aid of our brothers and sisters
who are experiencing the ravaging effects of Hurricane Irma. We are
often told, and it’s worth remembering, that God does not put on our
shoulders more than we can stand.
Our dear universal pastor, Pope Francis reminds us that “World
Mission Day gathers us around the person of Jesus, ‘the very first
and greatest evangelizer’ (Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 7), who
continually sends us forth to proclaim the Gospel of the love of God
the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Church is missionary
by nature; otherwise, she would no longer be the Church of Christ,
but one group among many others that soon end up serving their
purpose and passing away.” Our Holy Father invites our participation
in this collection. It is our tangible way of gathering around Jesus
and uniting ourselves to His mission. Our offering, our donation,
our sacrifice, unites us to the Lord, and through Him to our brothers
and sisters in their time of need. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight
to the blind and to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year
acceptable to the Lord.” (Luke 4: 18 & 19)
Pope Francis reminds us that we are continually sent forth to
proclaim the Gospel. Our response to God and His children in
need is never “once and done.” Jesus tells us, “The poor you will
have with you always.” Every day, every week, every month, every
year, we will have golden opportunities to minister to the Lord in
the least of His brothers and sisters. How good it is to know that
whatever we do for people in need, we are in all actuality doing for
Jesus. Mercy changes the world. La misericordia cambia al mundo.
His love and mercy changed our world. Our love and mercy, united
to His, will do the same and more. That is His assurance to us, His
disciples today.
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Thank you for supporting this year’s World Mission
Sunday Collection. Here is what the Holy Father will
do with your donation: grow crops; educate catechists;
feed, house and protect children; construct churches,
schools, clinics and orphanages; educate children
and women; feed the hungry; provide healthcare to
the most vulnerable; advance human rights; support
vocations to the religious life and priesthood; provide
water; empower women; and above all, proclaim Jesus
Christ to all the nations. That’s a lot of bang for your
dollar, or two, or more. Help our Lord Jesus Christ
and his vicar, Pope Francis, change the world with your
divinely inspired mercy. Please give generously to the
World Mission Sunday Collection. •
Fr. Rothell Price, Vicar General, is the Director of
Second Collections.

vocations VIEW
by Kelby Tingle, Seminarian for the Diocese of Shreveport

Experiencing Priestly Life Over the Summer
Seminarian Kelby Tingle had the Opportunity to be Immersed in Parish Life

Father Matthew Long and seminarian Kelby Tingle at St. Joseph Parish in Shreveport

A

s I begin my third year of
seminary formation, it is a great
blessing to have had a summer
assignment that allowed me to come to
a greater understanding of the
priesthood and the Diocese of
Shreveport. While the majority of my
year is spent at the seminary studying
philosophy, the summer is a great
opportunity for me to experience the
liveliness of a church parish. This past
summer I was assigned to St. Joseph
Parish in Mansfield and St. Anne
Church in Stonewall for the month of
June before moving to St. Joseph Parish
in Shreveport with Fr. Matthew Long in
July. While these two months went by
very fast, the memories and knowledge
taken from them will be lasting.
This summer was one of my first
experiences living at a church and it
allowed me to see the daily life of a priest
within a parish. In the morning, I got
to do what I have loved doing for years:
altar serving. It was great to serve at Mass
every day and partake in the liturgy, as
well as serve at baptisms and funerals. It

was also a great privilege to serve at Fr.
Fidel’s and Deacon Duane’s ordinations.
Seeing Fr. Fidel at St. Joseph as a newly
ordained priest gave me a great sense of
happiness and excitement for the future.
In each of these moments, I saw the
priest as a spiritual father.
During the week, I spent some time
working in the church office at St. Joseph
in Shreveport, and this reminded me of
how much happens behind the scenes. In
addition to many meetings, there were
many tasks to do such as preparing the
Sunday bulletin, mailing invitations to
events, updating the Sacramental records,
updating Virtus accounts and organizing
Mass intentions.
Throughout the summer, I observed
how the Church continuously welcomes
the faithful to encounter and learn more
about their faith through all stages of
their lives. I participated in Vacation
Bible School at three different churches
and witnessed the catechesis of our youth
in the diocese.
In July we had our annual diocesan
vocations camp, Mission Possible, that

provided an opportunity for teenagers
to learn more about vocations and
how to develop their spiritual lives.
On Wednesday nights at St. Joseph
in Shreveport, I attended the Young
Adult Group and enjoyed hearing their
discussions and thoughts on religious
topics. Seeing the ways in which the
Church welcomes its people to learn
more about their faith reminded me of
what a blessing it is for a priest to be so
involved with the people of his parish
throughout their lives.
I also had the opportunity to visit
many different churches in the Diocese
of Shreveport over the summer. In
particular, I visited the Eastern Deanery
and all of the churches in Monroe. I
was amazed at the beauty of many of
these churches. In addition, I had the
privilege of seeing most of the churches
in the Southern Deanery and many
of the Western deanery, as well. This
opportunity inspired me because it not
only allowed me to see the beautiful
churches that we are blessed with in
the Diocese of Shreveport, but it also
gave me a chance to meet some of the
people that I will hopefully serve as a
priest one day.
My experiences this summer were
very fruitful and inspiring. It is with
great joy and zeal that I return to the
seminary to begin another year of
discerning the priesthood at St. Ben’s in
south Louisiana.
I ask that you continue to pray for
the current seminarians of the Diocese
of Shreveport and for an increase in
vocations to the priesthood. •
If you would like more
information about the priesthood,
contact Father Jerry Daigle,
jdaigle@dioshpt.org or call
318.868.4441.
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Embrace

Grace

A Pro-LOVE
Movement for Single and
Pregnant Women
by Kelly Phelan Powell

my Ford grew up in a happy, loving, churchgoing, Christian home. She knew abortion
was wrong; she had even prayed with other
believers outside abortion clinics. But when
she found herself pregnant and unmarried at the
age of 19, it suddenly became a very real
and tempting possibility. “I know it was the
enemy,” she says now. Too ashamed and afraid to face their
families, she and her boyfriend decided the best way out of
the trouble they were in was an abortion.
At the abortion facility, a nurse performed a sonogram
in which Ford discovered she was farther along in her
pregnancy than she thought she was. Having hoped she
could simply “take a pill” and “make everything go away,”
she was horrified to learn that a surgical abortion would
be her only option. Hysterical and hyperventilating, she
fainted. When she came to, she was surrounded by nurses.
In a miraculous moment, something occurred that any
woman who has ever visited an abortion facility will attest is
not at all typical: One of the nurses told her she was clearly
too distraught to make a decision that day and to go home
and reschedule her appointment for an abortion. “She
was an angel of a nurse,” Ford says. She and her boyfriend
finally worked up the courage to tell their parents, who
were understandably disappointed but supportive. The two
married and now have four children. The baby who was
almost aborted is now a 19-year-old young man, the same
age his mother was when she nearly made a deathly tragic
mistake. “I really feel like all of our kids are called to an
amazing destiny in life,” she says.
Ford certainly is. Her experiences with unplanned
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pregnancy led her to co-found Embrace Grace, a national
program for single and pregnant women. Their mission
is “to inspire and equip the church to love on single and
pregnant young women and their families.” With Bishop
Michael Duca’s permission, Embrace Grace came to the
Diocese of Shreveport in 2015. Director L’Anne Sciba
explained that Mary’s House Pregnancy Care Center at
906 Margaret Place in Shreveport (a block away from the
Cathedral of St. John Berchmans) holds the program twice
per year. Each program is 12 weeks long, or a “semester,”
with the first 10 weeks focusing on basic Christian
principles and encouraging the women to share life-giving
fellowship through prayer, activities and crafts. In the 11th
week, volunteers celebrate the mothers-to-be with a baby
shower where they can invite family and friends. Week 12
includes a Special Event Day. Currently, there are three
women enrolled in Embrace Grace, which is in its third
semester.
This year’s Embrace Grace baby shower is taking place at
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 22, at the Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans Parish Hall. Like all showers, it hopes to
furnish the new mothers with the items they will need to care
for a newborn, but more importantly, it demonstrates to the
women that the Body of Christ accepts them, loves them and
celebrates them and their babies. “We would like as many
ladies as possible to attend the shower,” Sciba said. “Gifts are
really nice, but when complete strangers show up to attend
a shower for your baby, it changes hearts and fills them up
with God's love.” If anyone is interested in bringing a gift or
participating in upcoming showers, email L’Anne Sciba at
maryshouse.sport@gmail.com or call (318) 220-8009.

Embrace Grace baby shower

This year’s
is taking place at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, October 22, at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans Parish Hall. Like all showers, it
hopes to
, but more importantly, it demonstrates to the
women that
.

furnish the new mothers with the items they will
need to care for a newborn
the Body of Christ accepts them, loves them
and celebrates them and their babies

Expectant mothers generally learn about Embrace Grace
returned to pre-Katrina levels… Even with numbers going
and Mary’s House online or through church members
down, on average, 25 abortions per day were performed in
reaching out to women who are single and pregnant. Mary’s Louisiana.” The website notes that these statistics are from
House invites every woman who visits to join an Embrace
the Louisiana Department of Health and do not factor in
Grace group either there
the number of women who
or at one of the other three
sought abortions outside the
groups in the Shreveportstate. On the positive side,
Bossier area. In addition to
these same statistics indicate
addressing women’s spiritual
that the number of abortions
needs, Mary’s House also
performed fell by 14 percent
offers free and confidential
from 2014-2016, meaning that
pregnancy testing (including
more than three babies were
Pregnancy Verification in
saved per day last year. Pro-life
order to receive medical care
efforts are clearly making an
and other social services),
impact, but they must continue
ultrasounds and counseling
stronger than ever.
services. Ford said, “The
“I heard today that Mother
most common response
Teresa picked up 90,000 poor
from the girls who try
people herself, one person
The first 10 weeks focus on basic Christian
Embrace Grace for the first
at a time,” said Sciba. “That
principles
and
encourage
the
women
to
time is, ‘I thought I was
doesn't count her 4,000 Sisters
share life-giving fellowship through prayer,
coming here to learn about
of Charity across the world.
where I screwed up and go
Mary’s House and Embrace
activities and crafts.
over everything I’ve done
Grace are impacting North
wrong.’ But the good news is that they quickly find out how Louisiana one woman and baby – unless it’s twins! – at a
wrong they were. They are quickly overcome by the love and time. It makes a big difference to that woman and child!”
grace of Jesus…the pro-life movement saves babies, but the
Anyone who wishes to make a difference through Embrace
pro-love movement saves the babies and the mommies.”
Grace and Mary’s House should email maryshouse.sport@
Saving love can’t come too soon for Shreveport and the
gmail.com. “[We] always welcome donations of money and
world. An abortion facility in Bossier City closed in April,
time,” Sciba said. Women in the diocese are welcome and
but there is still one operating in Shreveport (in addition
encouraged to attend the Oct. 22 baby shower as well.
to one in Baton Rouge and one in New Orleans, for a total
“We believe that the church should be the first place girls
of three in the State of Louisiana). Louisiana Right to Life
should run to during an unplanned pregnancy instead of the
Federation (prolifelouisiana.org) reports, “There were 8,972
last because of shame and guilt,” said Ford. That’s exactly
abortions performed in Louisiana in 2016, down from 9,362
what Sciba and her fellow volunteers aim to do. She said,
abortions reported in 2015 and 10,211 abortions reported in
“In time, with God’s grace and by His providence, Mary’s
2014. The number of abortions performed in the state had
House and Embrace Grace will have made a positive impact
increased steadily from 2008-2014 as population numbers
on North Louisiana.” •
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Embrace Grace & Mary’s House

Sylvia’s

Story
by L’Anne Sciba

hen I first met Sylvia* she
came to Mary’s House for a
free pregnancy test. She’d
already been to the abortion
clinic and received the abortion
pill. Now two months later, she realized
she still might be pregnant. What if
the pill hadn’t worked - she already
had young twins at home. Horrified,
with a hurricane of whirling thoughts
filling her mind, she thought the peer
counselor at Mary’s House might hold
a glimmer of hope for the next thing to
do... at least she could find out for sure
if she was pregnant.
She was.
Medical care is very important and
a plan for Medicaid and a doctor’s care
was addressed first. At the same visit,
Sylvia was invited to join Embrace
Grace, a 12 week course, hosted by
Mary’s House and the Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans. On the first night
of class, Sylvia nervously rang the
doorbell hoping for help from complete
strangers. Was this a waste of time?
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Week after week at class, Sylvia
listened to stories of how women in
similar circumstances let go of chains
of resentment and un-forgiveness;
she learned that the lies and wounds

Embrace
Grace is for every
girl in an
unplanned
pregnancy to have a

This vision of

church to go to for spiritual,
emotional and physical

support.

she carried around with her could be
replaced with God – that made her
feel better. As Sylvia prayed to God,
He began healing areas in her life that
created problems for her.

Little by little, she began to
recover her sense of humor, and
began to have small hopes and
dreams. Then she took baby steps of
action. By the time the Baby Shower
at St. John’s was held, Sylvia had a
new vision of herself, what her future
could be with God in her life and
her parents were so grateful for the
change in their daughter.
It’s been one year since Sylvia
came to Mary’s House that first time.
In that year, after having her baby,
working at a steady job, talking with
her parents, investigating possibilities
and adjusting ideas, she has a solid
plan for her future and her children.
Her parents are a big support and
encourage her as she enrolls in
college. Sylvia will be successful
because she knows God guides her
in His commandments, through
family and people in the Church and
in daily events. She is never alone
because she trusts God who says:
“Yes, I know what plans I have in
mind for you.” The Lord declares,
plans for peace, not for disaster, to
give you a future and hope.
The vision of Embrace Grace
is for every girl in an unplanned
pregnancy to have a church to go to
for spiritual, emotional and physical
support. Its mission is to inspire and
equip the church to love single and
pregnant girls.
If you have the love of God and
determination to host Embrace
Grace at your parish for single
and pregnant young women, visit
EmbraceGrace.com, or call Mary’s
House for more information. Be ProLife. Be Pro-Love.
*not her real name

local NEWS

Chris Davis and 40 Days for Life
by Susan Flanagan

S

ome exciting
successes for the
local pro-life effort
occurred in 2017. Chris
Davis, head of the local 40
Days for Life campaign,
was thrilled to report that
as a result of their efforts over the last few
years, sidewalk volunteers outside the two
local abortion clinics could now count
over 100 babies saved. Little did he
know that soon he would be celebrating
the permanent closure of the Bossier
abortion clinic!
Chris first became involved in prolife ministries as a volunteer in 2010.
For Chris, it was a personal quest and
he delights in telling his story. Back in
1969, he relates, a young couple faced
an unplanned pregnancy and fortunately
chose life. Chris smiles as he discloses,
“That baby was me.”
He joined the Vita Pro-Life group
that prayed the Rosary regularly at Hope
Medical Group for Women, the abortion
clinic in Shreveport. It was there that he
learned about 40 Days for Life, which is a
national campaign promoting a peaceful
and prayerful presence outside abortion
clinics. Emily Nickelson and Chris
kickstarted the local chapter, but Emily
was unable to continue because of her
own pregnancy. When Chris mentioned
to friends that they were looking for a new
director, one friend suggested that “maybe

God is calling you.” After
hearing this repeatedly from
several sources, Chris began
to get the message! He’s been
the local Director of 40 Days
for Life ever since.
Chris and others, including
the One Life Group from the Cathedral
of St. John Berchmans, have also brought
professional sidewalk counselors to
Shreveport. They hold annual training
sessions before 40 Days for Life begins
each year. Lauren Muzyka from Sidewalk
Advocates for Life in Dallas has trained
a number of local volunteers on how to
approach women in compassionate and
helpful ways.
“Our focus is on helping both the
mother and the child,” Chris says, “as
well as the father and the whole family,
for that matter. Saying yes to life is
always the best choice.”
Pro-life volunteers follow up on helping
the women in these situations and “put
their money where their mouth is.” When
Chris posted on the 40 Days for Life
Facebook page that he needed rent money
for a couple he had counseled, he got
$1,000 overnight.
As far as the Bossier abortion clinic
closing, Chris had sensed for some time
that there were problems there. Some
workers actually came out to confide
in Chris when he was on the sidewalk
praying, and asked for his help in finding a

different line of work.
In late March, Day 32 of the 40 Days
for Life spring campaign, one of the
workers told a volunteer that the clinic
was closing. Hoping this wasn’t going
to be an April Fools joke, volunteers
cautiously waited day after day to be
sure, until finally the clinic website went
down, the phones were disconnected,
the moving vans came, and the clinic
turned back their license to the state.
Chris staged a huge victory celebration
and Shawn Carney, the National
Director of 40 Days for Life, attended,
as well as almost 100 local jubilant
volunteers!
Chris attributes all the glory of this
closure to God through the power of
prayer and he marvels when he thinks
back on his own involvement in this
miracle. He didn’t think he had time to
be the 40 Days for Life Director, but
remembered a speech he heard by David
Bereit saying, “Do it anyway.” So he did.
And now his new motto about closing
the local abortion clinics? “One down,
one to go!”
The next 40 Days for Life campaign
has just begun! Look at the sidebar
for contact information on how to get
involved. And with YOUR help, the
miracles can continue! •

40DaysforLife.com
click on the
"Shreveport-Bossier" tab
Chris Davis
318-349-3279
christopherpatrickdavis@gmail.com

40 Days for Life Fall
Campaign
September 27 - November 5
Help Needed:
Prayer, volunteers, money,
committee members
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Volunteers Make Gabriel’s
Closet a Labor of Love
by Lucy Medvec

experience to teach mothers how to prepare
their children for school. “I enjoy teaching
the school preparation classes because I get to
work directly with young mothers and help
them get their children ready for when they
start school.”

Volunteers Angie Goodwin and Sheryl Sweeny at Gabriel's Closet.

G

abriel’s Closet, one of
Catholic Charities of North
Louisiana’s most beloved
programs, recently celebrated its
fifth anniversary in operation. It was
founded as a program to support and
honor new life, the parents who come
to Catholic Charities for help and the
family as a whole. Since its opening in
September 2012, Gabriel’s Closet has
provided education, donations and
resources for over 1,000 individuals in
North Louisiana. It is housed in the
sanctuary of the former St. Catherine
of Siena Church in Shreveport.
What makes Gabriel’s Closet
so unique is that it is solely run by
volunteers with guidance from a
Catholic Charities staff member Suhad
Salamah. Whether it’s working with
new mothers to select baby items,
teaching parenting classes or sorting
donations, this team of volunteers has
one thing in common – the desire
to help clients become the very best
parents to their children.
Gabriel’s Closet volunteers can be
classified into two groups: hands-on
volunteers who work directly with
clients; and the behind-the-scenes
volunteers who sort donations,
organize inventory and assist with
office operations. We want to
highlight and celebrate some of our
veteran volunteers!
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Angie Goodwin &
Sheryl Sweeney

(Thursday morning sorters)

Fran Stroker and Kathy Barberousse

ngie and Sheryl have been
volunteers since the doors
opened in 2012. Both women
attend St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
and learned about Gabriel’s Closet
through their women’s circle group.
Sweeney had just retired from teaching
and was looking for something to
keep her occupied. “I was going crazy
and needed something to get me out
of the house!,” she said with a laugh.
The sorter groups go through, catalog
and organize the many items that are
donated to Gabriel’s Closet.

Betty Mirts

A

Fran Stroker &
Kathy Barberousse

T

(Tuesday morning sorters)

his mother/daughter team has
been involved with Gabriel’s
Closet even before the doors
were opened. “My ladies’ circle group
donated money for flooring in the
original classroom so that we could
have a place to operate Gabriel’s
Closet,” said Barberousse. She and her
91-year-old mother volunteer every
Tuesday morning because they enjoy
giving back to people who need help.
Barberousse is a retired Caddo Parish
teacher and principal who uses her

B

(Head Volunteer)

etty Mirts is another original volunteer
that stepped into the head volunteer
role in 2016. She looks forward to
working with the young mothers each week
and “seeing the light bulb go off” when they
have learned something new. She also enjoys
working with children – especially as they
grow over the years. “When we first started
Gabriel’s Closet five years ago, we weren’t sure
if it was going to succeed,” said Mirts. “We
didn’t know what to expect. But now, we see
how many lives we are touching on a weekly
basis and it makes it all worthwhile.”
If you would like to volunteer for Gabriel’s
Closet, contact Suhad Salamah at ssalamah@
ccnla.org, or call 318-865-0200, ext. 108. •

Betty Mirts

Shreveport's Brian Burgess Named
Vice President for National Society
of St. Vincent de Paul
by Bonnie Martinez

E

ach year in September, hundreds
of Vincentians gather for a
national assembly to deepen their
spirituality, form new relationships with
Vincentians from across the country, and
learn from their counterparts in order to
better serve those in need in our area.
September is the chosen month
for every national assembly because
Vincentians celebrate the Feast Day of
Blessed Frederic Ozanam, their founder,
on September 9, and the Feast Day of St.
Vincent de Paul, their patron saint, on
September 27. The recent Society of St.
Vincent de Paul 2017 National Assembly
in Tampa, FL, also celebrated the 400th
Anniversary of the Vincentian Charism.
The entire Diocese of Shreveport,
and more specifically the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul Diocesan Council
of Shreveport, has another reason to
celebrate. On September 2, Brian
Burgess, former Diocesan Council
President, parishioner of St. Jude Parish
and a member of St. Jude’s Society of
St. Vincent de Paul Conference, was

“I look forward to

serving Vincentians
in the Diocese of
Shreveport and all
around the country... ”
commissioned as the new Society of
St. Vincent de Paul National Vice
President. Even more remarkable is that
Bishop Michael G. Duca was there to
celebrate the Mass and conducted the
commissioning ceremony for the new
Society of St. Vincent de Paul National
Council, including Brian as the National
Vice President.
Brian’s focus during the first year of his
six-year term as Vice President will be to
facilitate the strategic planning process for
the national council. This will be quite

Brian Burgess with Bishop Michael
Duca at his commissioning ceremony
as the new SVdP National vice
president.

an undertaking as the national council
strives to make the process as inclusive as
possible, talking with Vincentians from
conferences and councils from around
the United States. Preliminary work has
begun on developing the plan and how it
will be used to help shape the vision for
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul over the
next six years.
“I am extremely humbled and honored
that Ralph Middlecamp asked me to serve
as National Vice President,” said Burgess.
“Ralph is an outstanding Vincentian
servant leader and will be a great
President for us. I look forward to serving
Vincentians in the Diocese of Shreveport
and all around the country as we work to
grow in our own spirituality and better
serve those in need.”
On behalf of all Vincentians within the
Diocese of Shreveport, we congratulate
Brian on his national leadership role.
Brian, your fellow Vincentians will be
praying for you as you journey through
your next six years as a servant leader. •

St. Vincent de
Paul’s Friends of
the Poor Walk
• The FOP® Walk/Run
began in 2008 to celebrate
the 175th anniversary
of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, one of
the oldest and most
effective charitable
organizations in the
world.
• Funds raised
are applied to a wide
range of assistance for the
needy and those living in poverty,
including: housing assistance,
disaster relief, job training and
placement, food pantries, clothing,
transportation and utility costs, care
for the elderly and medicine.
• Each community’s Walk is
organized and run by its own SVdP
Conference or Council.
• Last year, our local
Shreveport-Bossier Walk raised
over $1,000 which was used to
help those in need in Shreveport/
Bossier City. Since the Walk
began in 2008, more than $17
million has been raised.
• Walkers are encouraged to
make a personal monetary donation
and collect pledges from supporters.
• The website (www.fopwalk.org)
offers more details, including all
of the participating Walk locations
that are currently registered across
the United States.
Date: October 21, 2017
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Walk Location: Arthur Ray
Teague Parkway (Bossier City)
Main pavillion right next to the
boat launch, just south of the
Shreveport-Barksdale bridge.
Contact Brian Burgess
Phone: 318-746-1299
Mobile: 318-780-7755
E-mail: baburgess@gmail.com
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Celebrating the 100th Anniversary
of the Miracle of the Sun
by Nancy Pierron

Knights of
Columbus Silver
Rose Coming to
Bossier City
Crowd looks at "the Miracle of the Sun" during the Our Lady of Fatima apparitions
on October 13, 1917.

T
Prayer Service for

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Silver Rose

Christ the King Parish

October 28
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
between Masses
For 57 years, the Knights of
Columbus have honored Our Lady
of Guadalupe by carrying silver roses
across all of North America. In each
location the rose stops, the culture of
life is promoted, thus the program is
called “One Life, One Rose.” Every
stop along the route of the Silver
Rose Pilgrimage is an occasion for
prayer and spiritual renewal centered
on the rosary. This year, the rose
will stop in Bossier City. Knights
of Columbus and members of the
community will escort the rose to
Christ the King Parish for a prayer
service on October 28. Please join
them for this special occasion.
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hree children, Lucia Ferreira, and her
two cousins, Jacinta and Francisco
Marto, first saw the vision of a
beautiful lady on May 13, 1917. The
lady told them to do penance and make
sacrifices, to say the rosary every day and
this would help save sinners. Mary also
asked Lucia to learn to read and write so
she could tell the world about Mary and
her Immaculate Heart.
The people of the surrounding area, and
even Lucia's mother, were not happy about
the stories the children were telling about
the lady. They did not believe the children.
Lucia was ridiculed and beaten because of
her stories about Mary.
In July 1917, the lady revealed three
secrets to the children. Lucia revealed two
of the secrets in 1938. They concerned
Mary asking for reparation, first Saturday
devotions and the consecration of Russia.
In January of that year, a huge aurora
borealis appeared over Europe and a very
bright beam of light was seen. The third
secret was revealed in 2000 by Pope John
Paul II. It was a vision of the assassination
attempt on Pope John Paul II.
As many as 70,000 people were present
for the sixth and last apparition. On
October 13, 1917, the sun appeared to
rotate and change its coloration, then fall
to the earth. This was called the miracle
of the sun – a miracle that Lucia had
promised would happen on the day of the
apparition. At that time, the lady identified
herself as “Our Lady of the Rosary.”

Lucia became a Discalced Carmelite
nun in 1949. She returned to Fatima
during all four papal pilgrimages. In
February 2017, Sr. Lucia was granted
the title “servant of God,” the first step
toward canonization.
In February 1952, a fundraiser was
started to establish Our Lady of Fatima
Church in Monroe. Bishop Charles
P. Greco donated the property for the
church and school. Many came together
to raise funds and work to complete
the school building and gymnasium. A
rectory and convent were prepared from
two barracks buildings to house
Fr. George Martinez and three Franciscan
sisters.
The school began in 1953 with about
60 students in grades one through four.
Later, a new wing was added to house
fifth through eighth grades. The new
church was completed in February 1959.
A new rectory and convent were later
built. Fr. Martinez and a determined
group of parishioners were responsible for
the success of the fledgling parish. Now,
nearly 60 years later, the parish is still
fueled by devoted parishioners.
Our Lady of Fatima Parish invites
you to attend the celebration Mass of
the 100th anniversary of the sixth and
final apparition of Our Lady of Fatima.
It will be held at Our Lady of Fatima
Parish, located at 3205 Concordia Street,
Monroe on October 11. There will be a
meal following Mass. All are welcome! •

Deacon Duane Trombetta's Internship
at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans
by Jessica Rinaudo

D

uane Trombetta was ordained
to the transitional diaconate
on June 24, 2017. This is one
of the last and final steps he will take
before being ordained
a priest on June 9,
2018, for the Diocese
of Shreveport.
As part of his last
year before being
ordained a priest,
Deacon Trombetta has
been taking part in a
diaconate internship
at the Cathedral of St.
John Berchmans in
Shreveport. This is an
opportunity for him
to get a taste of parish
life and develop a
better understanding of what his priestly
responsibilities will be.
“This is an opportunity to take my
ministry experience beyond just the
summer, and into the school year when
Catholic schools are in session, when
the deacons will have the opportunity to
work with the school children, if they’re
working at a parish with a school, and
also see the parish ministry during the
school year. That’s when the busiest time
of all is,” said Trombetta.
He continued, “I think, ironically,

some of the most normal and average
days [of my work at the Cathedral]
give the best sense of what priesthood
is going to be like. For example, just an
average day is difficult
to plan on a calendar
because there are many
contingencies that
arrive, such as funerals
and pop in visits from
parishioners in need.
But it’s also possible to
plan a daily schedule
that incorporates
prayer, office activities,
preparation of homilies,
administrative activities,
service ministries and
other recurring things.”
But his days are
certainly not contained to the office.
Many days Trombetta makes visits to
the homebound, as well as those in
nursing homes and hospitals. He also
participates in the Cathedral’s daily
Masses, serving as a deacon.
Deacon Trombetta’s even gotten
in on the day-to-day running of the
Cathedral, changing sanctuary candles
and counting collections.
One unique project Trombetta has
facilitated for the Cathedral of St. John
Berchmans is working with Google

to do an indoor view of the Cathedral
interior and grounds. “There was an
indoor, 3D, streetview photoshoot, and I
walked them through the Cathedral, the
prayer garden, the chapel, which they’ll
be putting online, on Google maps, an
interior set of three dimensional views of
all our properties.”
Trombetta’s internship will be
winding down this month, and he will
be headed back to school to complete
his final year.
“I’m very much looking forward to
my last two semesters of school at Notre
Dame Seminary,” said Trombetta. “This
diaconate internship has given me a taste
of what it’s like to serve at Mass and
participate in liturgical ministry. And
so, therefore, these last two semesters
are going to be a little bit of a change
in gears as I switch back to academic
mode. But after this fall semester and
next spring, God willing, I’ll be ordained
a priest and begin participating in the
ministry of priesthood and ministerial
life in the Diocese of Shreveport.”
The prospect of becoming an ordained
priest is now very real for Deacon
Trombetta. His years of preparation will
come to fruition on June 9, 2018. And
while those first days and weeks of being
a new priest may be both exciting and
overwhelming, there is one thing he is
really looking forward to.
“Getting to know the people of the
parishes is going to be a real blessing for
me. I look forward to participating with
them in the high points of their lives
– baptisms and marriages – and also
working with them in the most difficult
times of their lives, such as funerals and
other struggles,” said Trombetta. •
Please continue to pray for Deacon
Duane Trombetta over the course of
this next year. You can send him letters
of encouragement at the seminary.
Deacon Duane Trombetta
Notre Dame Seminary
2901 S. Carrollton Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118
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Compassion for Outsiders: Locals
Assist Immigrant Harvey Victims
by Jessica Rinaudo

Maria and Lorenzo distribute needed supplies to immigrants affected by
Hurricane Harvey in Houston, TX.

“

T

he Church without frontiers,
Mother to all, spreads throughout
the world a culture of acceptance
and solidarity, in which no one is seen as
useless, out of place, or disposable.”
– Pope Francis, Message for the 2015
World Day of Migrants and Refugees,
September 3, 2014
As Hurricane Harvey moved through
Texas and dumped as much as 52
inches of water in some areas, the world
watched as cities were swallowed and
people were rescued from rooftops.
Many lost everything, including access
to basic needs like food, clothing and
shelter. People piled into emergency
shelters, quickly overfilling available
buildings. And while the government
stepped in to help, there was a group of
people inside Texas who could not even
accept that assistance.
Immigrants living in Texas without
the documentation required by the
government to gain assistance, found
themselves at the mercy of whoever
would take them in. Many found help
in local churches, but they were quickly
overrun.
A local group of Hispanics in West
Monroe heard their pleas and pulled
together to help. Maria and Lorenzo,
22 Catholic Connection

members of St. Paschal Parish in West
Monroe, have family members in
Houston. As they spoke to one another,
their family members told them about
the things they were seeing there during
the hurricane.
“If there was a
shelter, they were
telling people to
go there,” said
Maria, “but when
they got to the
shelter, they were
asking for state
ID’s and driver’s
licenses. Everyone
was afraid to go to
a shelter.”
Maria and
Lorenzo felt
called to aid these
people. Her family
put her in touch with the churches
there that were housing more than 400
people and who were in desperate need
of supplies.
“I asked what they needed the most,”
said Maria. “I noticed they weren’t
worried about clothes for adult people.
They were more worried about the
little kids and needing canned food and

medicine for pain relief. They gave me a
list of their biggest needs.”
To help gather the needed supplies,
Maria reached out to the local Hispanic
community in Monroe through Facebook.
She spoke with Sr. Edith Schnell and was
granted permission to use the St. Paschal
Parish parking lot as a collection point for
people to bring their supplies. And the
local community came through.
“We gathered Saturday before we left.
We got a really good response from the
Hispanic community. We got three pallets
of water bottles, big boxes of personal
care items, another of canned food, and
another of cleaning supplies.”
Maria and Lorenzo packed up the
supplies and drove them to Houston. They
felt that it was their personal responsibility
to make sure the items were delivered to
the people who truly needed them.
When they arrived, many of the people
had been forced out of overflowing
shelters, so they created individual
supply packages with
the items they brought
and let people in the
neighborhood know the
supplies were available.
Although Maria and
Lorenzo had seen the
news coverage of what
was happening, it was
still a shock to see the
devastation and the faces of
the hurricane’s victims in
person.
“It was sad,” said Maria.
“When we finally got there
to the first neighborhood –
it was so sad to look into people’s faces. It
made me cry. I felt like I was one of them,
it felt like it happened to me and to my
children.”
Maria and Lorenzo answered God’s
call for these people by putting their faith
in action, working as the hands of Jesus
Christ and loving their neighbors with
their words, actions and prayers. •

hispanic NEWS
por Rosalba Quiroz

Invitamos a participar en la celebración del
Encuentro Diocesano a todas las familias.
El 14 de Octubre del 2017 en el Centro de
Católico 8:30am - 4:00 pm.
La meta general del V-Encuentro es discernir
maneras en las que la Iglesia en los Estados
Unidos pueda responder mejor a la presencia
de los hispanos/latinos, y capacitarlos para
que respondan como discípulos misioneros
al llamado a La Nueva Evangelización,
sirviendo a toda la Iglesia.
Calendario del Mes Octubre 2017
7. Encuentro Parroquial del V Encuentro, San Pascual, W. Monroe
14. Encuentro Diocesano/Escuela de Liderazgo Pastoral, Centro Católico; 8:30a.m.- 4p.m.
21. Preparación de parejas para matrimonio, Santo Tomás, Ruston 2-4pm.
28. Reunión en preparación para Retiro Experiencia Cristo. 10am – 2 pm. Centro Católico.

MINISTERIO HISPANO CATOLICO - DIOCESIS DE SHREVEPORT
Rosalba Quiroz, Directora (318) 219-7265; rquiroz@dioshpt.org Melina Sanchez, Secretaria (318) 219-7257; msanchez@dioshpt.org
Cristo Rey, Bossier City

425 McCormick Street
P. Rigo Betancurt
P. Mark Watson
(318) 221-0238
Domingo-3:00 pm
Lunes y Martes-7pm

Sagrado Corazon,
Oak Grove

201 Purvis St.
P. Joseph Kallookalam
(318) 559-2876
Domingo-5:00 pm

Santo Tomás Aquino,
Ruston

810 Carey Avenue
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-1:30pm

San Pascual, W. Monroe

711 North 7th Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Domingo-4:00 pm

San Juan Bautista,
Many

1130 San Antonio Ave.
P. Michael Thang’wa
(318) 256-5680
1er Domingo de Mes-5pm

Sta Maria de los Pinos,
Shreveport

1050 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
P. Fidel Mondragon
(318) 455-2300
Domingo-11:30 am

Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo
Socorro, Farmerville

600 East Water Street
P. Luis Jost
(318) 243-0115
Sábado-7:00 pm

San José, Mansfield

305 Jefferson Street
P. Juan Garcia
(318) 872-1158
Domingo-3:00 pm

October 2017 23

school NEWS
Teachers Receive Pair of Grants at SJS

S

t. Joseph Catholic School’s
second grade teaching team is
starting the year off right with
a pair of grants. Katherine Suckle
received a grant to purchase a class
pet from “Pets in the Classroom.”
“Second grade is a big year for learning
responsibility. I hope to encourage
responsibility in a fun way by having
a class pet. As part of our classroom
jobs, students will take turns being the
‘veterinarian’ where it will be their daily
responsibility to take care of our class
hamster.” said Suckle.
New teacher Jodi Hyman was
awarded the “One Class at a Time”

grant from KTBS at the end of the
2016-2017 school year and used
the funds in her new classroom to
purchase fitness equipment, including
yoga mats, jump ropes, balance balls
and stepping stones (used for balance
and agility).
“Teaching children to enjoy
fitness now while they’re young
allows them the opportunity to have
a positive outlook on exercising into
adolescence, and through adulthood.
I applied for this grant because I
wanted to make a difference in the
lives of my students’ health and
encourage healthy habits.”

JGS School
Welcomes Fr. Biju

J

esus the Good Shepherd School
celebrated the first school Mass of
the year with Fr. Biju Kuriakose,
CMI, officiating. Fr. Biju introduced
himself to the students and told them of
his time as principal and priest at a school
in India. They are very excited to welcome
Fr. Biju into the JGS school family.

Cooking for Our
Lady of Fatima
Teachers

SJB Students Help Hurricane Victims

S

t. John Berchmans School
partnered with St. Theresa
Catholic School in Houston,
TX, to provide a monetary donation
of $3,800 to assist families affected
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by Hurricane Harvey. For a $20
donation, St. John Berchmans students
received a “free dress” week with a
different theme each day. Pictured is
the K4 class.

P

re-K student, Jackson Miletello and
his dad, Chef Anthony Miletello
cooked lunch for the Our Lady of
Fatima teachers. A big thanks to them!

Loyola Faculty
and Students
Read Immaculée's
Survival Story

College Student's Spirit-Filled
Encounter with Pope Francis
by Lucia Boyd

by Lisa Cooper

I

n its second year, Loyola College
Prep’s One School One Book initiative
is enjoying great success. Over the
summer, all students, faculty and staff
at Loyola read Left to Tell, Immaculée
Ilibaziga’s story of survival and forgiveness
during the Rwandan genocide.
“The One School One Book initiative
has played an important part in
promoting unity in the school,” said
Stephanie Johnson, Academic Assistant
Principal at Loyola. “It provides common
ground and talking points for students,
administrators, coaches and teachers
when they have all read the same book.”
Whether discussing the historical
aspects of Immaculée’s story or using
her narrative as the backdrop against
which character is assessed, students and
teachers find Left to Tell both compelling
and relevant.
Johnson chose the book because she
wanted, “the message of forgiveness to
resonate with students. My hope was that
students see that by clinging to her faith,
Immaculée was able not only to persevere,
but also to find healing and a renewed
purpose.”
Students have responded well to the
book and hope to learn more from the
author during Immaculée’s speaking
engagement at Loyola. Jake Watts says
of Immaculée, “She is a true image of
a miracle. I loved reading about her
strength and how she overcame the
hardship of the genocide and of losing her
family.” •

T

he first time I saw Pope Francis
he was far away in the back of the
spacious hall in Vatican City. Of
course, I was filled with exhilaration,
but I could not help but wonder at the
overbearing atmosphere surrounding the
pope. The building was filled to capacity
with approximately 12,000 Catholics,
each one desiring a limited spot close to
the aisle. I was lucky to be there with my
mother, but even more fortunate to have
squirmed my frame through the crowd
adjacent to the aisle.
And then Pope Francis approached
me. I froze, oblivious to the massive
crowd around me. All of the other
“clutter” was shut down. Pope Francis
had my full attention. Nevertheless, I felt
unworthy. I felt guilty, pondering that
some Catholics behind me have prayed
more rosaries than I, have never missed
Mass, and have not forgotten about
meatless Fridays during Lent. I also did
not want to be disrespectful to this holy
leader. As a result, I was careful to focus
on the spiritual experience rather than
the superficialness of filming a perfect
video to show off on social media.
I did not feel comfortable initiating
contact with the pope; I thought it
would be shallow and uncivil if I flung
myself on him. Therefore, I just stood
there in shock, shaking and smiling
uncontrollably as I reached my hand to
grasp his.
Right after my fingertips brushed

against Pope Francis’ arm, I realized he
was human. We were breathing the same
oxygen and had the same gravity holding
us down on the marble floor. It was truly
an inspiring moment because it made
me realize that my potential is identical
to that of the holy man in front of me.
I am an incoming freshman in
college, about to embark on the next
chapter of my life filled with majestic
opportunities. In a wordless millisecond, Pope Francis communicated
to me the idea that my faith and future
had boundless possibilities. This single
interaction with Pope Francis was very
similar to multiple encounters I have
had with our bishop. Bishop Michael
Duca is the representative of Pope
Francis who spoke at Loyola College
Prep (my alma mater), confirmed me,
and even cooked Italian sausage with my
family. This experience made me realize
how lucky we are in Shreveport to have a
genuine bishop who is in touch with his
people. In fact, Pope Francis reminded
me of Bishop Duca in many ways.
The whole morning surrounding
my meeting with Pope Francis was a
blur, but the one moment of contact
with St. Peter’s successor was as clear as
crystal. My mother even commented
on how she had never seen me so
authentically radiant! I will never forget
this pivotal turning point in my faith or
the incomparable and pure joy of this
experience. Thank you, Pope Francis. •
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Kids' Connection!

This Month We Learn About

blessed francis Xavier Seelos
who was he?

Born in Bavaria in 1819 as one of 12 children,
Francis desired to become a priest from the
time he was a child. He was inspired by the
Redemptorist missionaries who wrote about
German-speaking immigrants in America who
had no spiritual care. He traveled to America,
where he was later ordained a Redemptorist
priest in 1844. He was known for his kindness
and all nationalities and races sought him out
for confessions. He traveled around the U.S.
preaching and teaching. His final assignment
was as Pastor for the Church of St. Mary of the
Assumption in New Orleans. He died that same
year after caring for victims of yellow fever.

Word Find
MISSIONARY

AMERICA

REDEMPTORIST

BAVARIA

NEUMANN

SEELOS

BLESSED

NEW ORLEANS

TEACHER

CONFESSOR

PITTSBURGH

YELLOW FEVER
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Interesting facts

• The National Shrine of Blessed Francis Xavier
Seelos is located in St. Mary’s Assumption Church
in New Orleans.
• Blessed Seelos served as a curate to Saint
John Neumann, who guided him as his spiritual
director and as his confessor.
• He constantly sought to teach little children in
the faith, even opting out of becoming a bishop
to be able to remain teaching across the U.S.

around the
DIOCESE

St. Jude Parish Aids
Hurricane Victims

Conversation Over Coffee Results
in College Mission to Guatemala
by Bro. Mike Ward, OFM

S

F

ifteen students from the
Association of Catholic Tech
Students (ACTS), a campus
ministry program, just completed
their sixth consecutive mission to the
Valley of the Angels in Guatemala
City. The “Valley” is owned by the
Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
Conception Province and directed by
Fr. Michael DellaPenna, OFM.
The first trip by Tech students
in 2011 was the first group of
volunteer missionaries to visit the
boarding school, now celebrating
its 25th year. Since the ACTS
missionaries have begun the
program, six other colleges now visit
the 200 students of “Valley.” Over
the course of the six year period,
ACTS has sent 62 missionaries to
the Valley emphasizing “Ministry
of Presence” over building and
maintenance projects.
During their most recent visit, the
15 college students spent most of their
time interacting with the children
in various ways: studying, learning
English, playing and praying.
Br. Michael Ward, OFM, Campus

Minister for St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish in Ruston, said, “It is a
humbling experience to see the
interaction between the two groups.
The bond they create helps the
children of Valley – many of whom
suffer from some sort of abuse –
form a healthy sense of self respect
and dignity.”
Both Fr. Michael, from the
Valley and Br. Michael stand in
awe of what has happened since
that first trip six years ago. The
Valley has doubled its enrollment,
sent children to college, now grows
its own fruit and vegetables, runs
a bakery and gives support to 90
other organizations in Guatemala.
This idea to send college students
to the Valley began in a cafe in
Assisi as Fr. Michael and Br.
Michael were leading a pilgrimage
with 27 high school girls from
Milwaukee. The two friars were
sharing their lives with one other
over a cappuccino when the thought
of staring a volunteer program came
about. From that conversation, God
has worked wonders! •

t. Jude’s ACTS team made plans to
go to Rockport, TX to assist with
flood clean up following Hurricane
Harvey. Mike Kenny volunteered to take
much needed food, water, clothing and
cleaning supplies with them if anyone
wanted to donate to the cause. Forty-eight
hours later, they had a trailer loaded down
with cases of water, food, formula, baby
bottles, clothing for all ages, toys, stuffed
animals, diapers, wipes, hygiene products
for men and women, paper products and
cleaning supplies.

St. Paschal Youth
Meet and Greet

S

t. Paschal Youth, SPY, recently had
their back-to-school meet and greet
with a social media/emoji theme. The
Knights of Columbus provided hamburgers
and the youth competed in various contests
to win tickets that were used to “buy” a
chance to win prize packages. The parents
completed their annual diocesan paperwork
and reviewed the youth calendar with Youth
Ministry Coordinator, Shelly Schmidt.
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across the NATION
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

... the committee urges

the Catholic faithful
and all people of
good will to contact
their representatives
in Congress to urge

the passage of the
DREAM Act...

U.S. Bishops Release Statement on
Administration’s DACA Decision;
Calls on Catholic Faithful to Urge
Congress to Pass DREAM Act

W

ASHINGTON—The
Executive Committee of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has issued a statement asking the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
to extend DACA renewal deadlines in
hurricane impacted states. The statement
also urges Congress to find a durable and
permanent solution on behalf of DACA
youth and urges the Administration to
allow 75,000 refugee admissions into
the United States in 2018. The full
statement from the USCCB Executive
Committee follows:
“The Executive Committee of the
USCCB, meeting this week, makes
its own the Statement of the USCCB
President and others on September 5th,
which expressed extreme disappointment
with the administration’s decision to
end DACA with a six month winddown period, and committed the
USCCB to redouble its efforts to help
find a permanent legislative solution in
Congress.
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“In light of many years of failure
by Congress, whether controlled by
Republicans or Democrats, to address
the situation, the Committee urges the
Catholic faithful and all people of good
will to contact their representatives in
Congress to urge the passage of the
DREAM Act or similar legislation as a
prompt, humane, and durable solution
to this problem of greatest urgency. The
Executive Committee also notes the
tremendous contributions of the DACA
youth to date as extraordinary, including
the fact that many serve in our military.
“In the wake of Hurricanes Irma and
Harvey and the devastation left behind,
the Executive Committee requests that
the Department of Homeland Security
extend the October 5, 2018 deadline
for the DACA renewals that fall within
the October 5- March 5, 2018 renewal
period for those living in hurricaneaffected zones. As Texas and Florida have
some of the largest populations of DACA
youth, we ask that you ensure that these

individuals receive fair access to renew
and are not unduly punished due to
natural disaster. We fear that they cannot
adequately do so at this time given the
physical damage on the ground.
“The Committee is further troubled
and deeply concerned, as the President
nears a final decision to reduce the
number of refugees welcomed in
the United States by 50%, that the
administration will unduly restrict
our reception of those in search of
safety for their families. The USCCB
proposes that 75,000 refugees, already
a reduction of over 25% from the
previous determination, be the goal
for welcoming refugee admissions for
2018. Going further down to 50,000
or below, as proposed in previous
Executive Orders by the President, is
simply inhumane, particularly when
our great nation has the resources and
ability to do more.
“We implore the administration to
show mercy and compassion for those
seeking refuge, and to advance the
American value of freedom through
providing safe harbor to those fleeing
tyranny and religious persecution.
“In this moment of moral decision,
we look to Pope Francis, who in
his address to Congress stated: ‘We
need to avoid a common temptation
nowadays: to discard whatever proves
troublesome. Let us remember the
Golden Rule: ‘Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you’ (Mt
7:12). To this end, we believe that
deporting exemplary young people
who were brought here as children
and who know only the United States
as their home – or failing to do all we
can to help refugees and their families,
who are often driven to exile by war
and extreme exploitation – is not in
our interests as a moral and generous
people. Our country has the right and
responsibility to regulate its border. We
ask that it be done humanely.’” •

U.S. Bishops Conference Issues
Statement in Wake of Catastrophic
Hurricanes; Encourage Faithful to
Respond with Prayers and Support

by Jill Carlson (jillcarlson.org) from Roman Forest, TX (Hurricane Harvey Flooding and Damage) ], via Wikimedia Commons

W

ASHINGTON—In the
wake of two devastating
hurricanes in just two
weeks, the Executive Committee of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
released the following statement:
“With lives and livelihoods still at
risk in Texas, Florida, the Virgin Islands
and throughout the Caribbean, we
pray for the safety and care of human
life in the wake of two catastrophic
hurricanes. The massive scale of the
dual disasters and the effect it has on
communities, families and individuals
cannot be fully comprehended or
adequately addressed in the immediate
aftermath of the storms.
At this time of initial recovery, we
mourn the loss of life, homes and other
property, and the harm to the natural
environment, and we pray for all those
affected and in need of assistance.
We also pray for the safety of, and in
thanksgiving for, the first responders
who are risking their lives at this very
moment in care for their neighbors,
especially those who are elderly, sick,
homeless, or otherwise already in need
of special assistance.
We share Pope Francis’ trust that
the Catholic faithful here in the
United States will respond to the needs

presented by these disasters with a ‘vast
outpouring of solidarity and mutual
aid in the best traditions of the nation.’
We encourage the faithful to respond
generously with prayers, financial
support, and for those who have the
opportunity, the volunteering of time
and talents in support of those in
need.”
For more information on how
you can help, please go to: http://
www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/
opportunities-for-giving/emergencycollections-and-disaster-relief.cfm •

A Statement of
Support for the
New Ad Hoc
Committee Against
Racism from the
USCCB

W

ASHINGTON—The
following is a statement
released by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Executive Committee in support of
the new Ad Hoc Committee Against
Racism. The committee focuses on
addressing the sin of racism in our

society and the urgent need to come
together to find solutions. Bishop
George V. Murry, SJ of Youngstown,
Ohio has been named chairman of
the committee by Cardinal Daniel
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston,
President of the USCCB. The
committee was formed upon the
unanimous recommendation of the
U.S. Bishops Conference Executive
Committee and in consultation with
members of the USCCB’s Committee
on Priorities and Plans.
Full statement follows:
“Racism has rightly been called
America’s original sin. It remains a blot
on our national life and continues to
cause acts and attitudes of hatred, as
recent events have made evident. The
need to condemn, and combat, the
demonic ideologies of white supremacy,
neo-Nazism and racism has become
especially urgent at this time. Our efforts
must be constantly led and accompanied

“Our efforts must be
constantly led and

accompanied by
prayer – but they must
also include concrete
action.”
by prayer - but they must also include
concrete action.
“The Executive Committee of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops expresses full agreement
with His Eminence Daniel Cardinal
DiNardo, USCCB President, in creating
the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism.
We also pledge our enthusiastic support
to the new committee and its chairman,
Bishop George Murry, SJ, as he leads
the committee in its work. May God
give you, Bishop Murry, the members
of the committee, and all those who will
support you, the grace and courage to
combat this manifestation of evil in our
time. May He grant success to the work
of your hands. And, through your work
and that of many others, may He bring
healing and peace to our nation.” •
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mark your CALENDAR
10/7

St. Pius X Ladies Guild 10th Annual
Style Show and Luncheon St.Pius X
Ladies Guild is hosting its 10th annual Style Show and
Luncheon on October 7. Dillards at Mall St. Vincent will
present their fall fashions with live models from the Shreveport
area. There will be door prizes. Lunch will be served by
Jimbeaux & Sons. The event will be held at Trinity Heights
Baptist Church, 3820 Old Mooringsport Rd., Shreveport,
from 12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 purchased in
advance from any Guild member, or call 318-929-9803
or 318-451-5700.

10/8

St. Mary of the Pines Annual St. Francis
Day In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Mary
of the Pines Parish will host their annual Blessing of the Pets
and low-cost pet vaccination clinic from 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
St. Mary of the Pines is located at 1050 Bert Kouns Industrial
Loop in Shreveport. For more information, contact the church
office at 318-687-5124.

10/11

Open House at St. John Berchmans
Catholic School St. John Berchmans
Catholic School will host three open houses in October.
These days are the perfect opportunity to tour the school, see
students in their classrooms, meet the teachers and staff, ask
questions and learn more about the SJB family. SJB school
has classes for children ages PreK3 through eighth grade. Join
them on October 11, 18 or 25 and see the SJB difference. To
register for Open House, please visit the school’s website, www.
sjbcathedralschool.org, or call 318- 221-6005.

10/22

Pro-Life Mass and Activities at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in
Shreveport Join together in prayer for the pro-life movement.
The afternoon will begin at 2:45 p.m. with a procession around
the church, followed by Mass with Bishop Duca at 3:00 p.m.
Displays and information from local pro-life organizations and
a reception spaghetti dinner will follow. Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church is located at 4736 Lyba Street in Shreveport. For more
information, contact the church office at 318-635-2121.

10/29

Mary, Queen of Peace Parish
Halloween Carnival Join the church
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. for an afternoon of fun! For $5 admission,
children can enjoy trunk-or-treating, games, bounce houses and
hayrides. There will also be plenty of food. Additionally, adults
can enjoy expanded craft booths. Don’t forget your costume!
Mary, Queen of Peace is located at 7738 Barksdale Blvd. For
more information, contact the church office at 318-752-5971.

11/3

"An Evening with Chesterton" Dinner
with Dale Ahlquist One of the most
respected G.K. Chesterton scholars, Dale Ahlquist will be at
the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans for a limited ticket dinner
event: “An Evening with Chesterton.” Ahlquist will offer a
presentation on the wonderful and witty words of Chesterton.
Tickets are $50 per person and the dinner will take place at the
Cathedral's Parish Hall, 939 Jordan Street, Shreveport. Proceeds
benefit the Cathedral Speakers Fund. For more information,
contact the Cathedral office at 318-221-5296.

11/4

St. Joseph Presents: All Keyed Up
II: A Piano and Organ Explosion
Presented by the St. Joseph Parish in Shreveport’s Music
Ministry, All Keyed Up II will feature Aaron D. Wilson on
the organ and Dr. Dan Gibbs on the piano. They will perform
music by Mark Hayes, Paul Halley, Felix Mendelssohn and
more! Admission is free. St. Joseph Parish is located at 204
Patton Ave., Shreveport. For more information, contact Patsy
Busi at 318-841-8202.

"Chesterton: The Apostle of Common
Sense" Talks at the Cathedral Dale
Ahlquist, will be at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans to give
an all-day talk on the subjects: “An Introduction to the Apostle
of Common Sense;” “The Basis of Civilization: Chesterton
on Marriage and the Family;” and “The Ache for the Eternal:
Restoring Christian Culture Through Truth, Beauty and
Goodness.” This free event will take place at the Cathedral of
St. John Berchmans, 939 Jordan Street, Shreveport. For more
information, visit www.sjbcathedral.org, or call 318-221-5296.

10/21

11/11

10/20

St. Paschal Herbal Harvest Original
Arts and Crafts Festival This free event
on October 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. will host more
than 60 vendors selling original artisan arts and crafts. Bring
the entire family for a fun time. This is the 26th year for this
event. St. Paschal is located at 711 N. 7th St in West Monroe.
For more information, call Darren Burgess at 318-237-4840,
or email herbalharvest@stpaschalchurch.org. You can also visit
www.stpaschalchurch.org.
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Magnificat Brunch with Kitty
Cleveland Men and women are invited
to Magnificat’s Brunch, November 11, 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at
St. Jude Parish, 4700 Palmetto Rd, Benton, LA. Hear singer/
songwriter and inspirational speaker Kitty Cleveland. Tickets
are $15 per person. Mail checks to Magnificat Nowela Chapter
in care of Marjorie Ainsworth, 1575 Parks Road, Benton, LA
71006 by November 8. Contact Linda Balistrella at 318-5642672 with any questions.

OCTOBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY

2

2017

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3

Healing Mass
and Prayer
Service with Fr.
Forgiveness: The Ubald, Cathedral,
6:30pm
Secret of Peace
Film Showing,
Diocese of
Catholic Center,
Shreveport Priests'
6:45pm
Retreat (thru 10/6)
Respect Life
Sunday

4
St. Francis of
Assisi

5

Theology on
Tap, Buffalo Wild
Wings, Bossier
City, 6:30pm

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6

St. Bruno, priest;
Blessed Marie
Rose Duracher,
virgin

7

Our Lady of
the Rosary

Blessed Francis
Xavier Seelos,
priest

RESPECT LIFE
SUNDAY/ OCT 1

The Holy
Guardian Angels

8

Multicultural
Rosary,
St. Joseph,
Shreveport, 2pm

9

Religious
Convocation
for Catholic
Schools,
Catholic Center

St. Denis, bishop,
& companions,
martyrs; St. John
Leonardi, priest

		
15

16

St. Hedwig,
religious; St.
Margaret Mary
Alacoque, virgin

10

Deadline for
the November
Catholic
Connection

23

17

Diocesan
Liturgical
Meeting,
Catholic Center,
1:15pm

24

St. John
Pro-Life Mass,
Diocesan
Sacred Heart of Capistrano, priest Finance Council
Jesus Church,
Meeting,
Shreveport,
Catholic Center,
2:45pm
12pm
2nd Collection:
World Mission
Sunday

29
Prayer Service
on Jordan St.
for Christian
Unity with First
Presbyterian
Church,
Shreveport,
12:15pom

12		

13

18
Diocesan
Investment
Committee
Meeting, 10am

MULTICULTURAL
ROSARY/ OCT 8

19

St. John de
Brebeuf & Isaac
Jogues, priests

St. Luke,
evangelist

20

31
Halloween
All Saints Day
Vigil Mass

21

"All Keyed Up," SVdP Friends of
St. Joseph,
the Poor Walk,
Shreveport, 7pm
Arthur Ray
Teague Pkwy,
St. Paul of the
Bossier City,
Cross, priest
9am

Religious Day
of Reflection,
St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish,
Ruston

25

26

27

SVDP FRIENDS OF THE
POOR WALK/ OCT 21

28

Exp Cristo
Retreat Team
Prep, Catholic
Center, 10am

Sts. Simon &
Jude, apostles

St. Anthony
Mary Claret,
bishop

30

14

St. Callistus I,
pope & martyr

Theology on Tap, Mass for the100th
Anniversary
Fieldhouse Bar
of the Finall
& Grill, Monroe,
Apparition at
6:30pm
Fatima, Our Lady
of Fatima Parish,
6pm

St. Ignatius of
Antioch, bishop
& martyr

22

11

Protecting
God's Children,
Catholic Center,
6pm

CHRISTIAN UNITY
PRAYER SERVICE
OCT 29

1
All Saints Day
(Holy Day of
Obligation)

2

All Souls Day

(Commemoration
of All the Faithful
Departed)

3
St. Martin de
Porres, religious

4
St. Charles
Borromeo,
bishop

Catholic Center
Closed

ALL SOULS DAY
NOV 2
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Photo of the Month

Middle school and high school youth from across
the Diocese of Shreveport gathered at Loyola
College Prep on September 16 for Encounter
Jesus 3 - a faith-filled and fun day!
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